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PREFACE. 


The  Sermon  which  gave  rife  to  the  publication  o 
tlude  having  been  offered  to  the  world  as  a  Sermon 
of  TaricVSf  I  hope  the  mofl  ferioos  reader  will  find 
nothing  to  offisnd  hun,  in  my  continuing  the  to- 
looies  under  the  fame  title ;  left  it  ihpuld  be  other- 
wi&9  I  have  added  a  fecond  title-page  with  the  re^ 
•mme  of  the  Author  the  firft  will  ferve  the  book- 
fdler's  purpofe,  as  ToriePs  name  is  pofBbly  of  the 
two  the  more  kilawn ;  and  the  fecood  will  eafe 
the  minds  ct  thote  who  fee  a  ]eft>  and  the  danger 
whidi  lurks  tmder  it,  where  nokjeft  was  meant* 

I  fttppofe  it  is<iieedlefs  to  inform  the  PiiUiCy  that 
die  reafbii  of  jitintmg  thefe  Sermons  arifes  altogether 
horn  the  favourable  reception  which  the  Sermon 
given  as  a  £uBple  of  tht^  in  T&iSTEAiff  SHAvnt  mtt 
with  from  the  world,  mr  nThat  Sermon  was  printed 
by  itfelf  fome  years  a^^I  but  could  find  nether  pur- 
disfers  nor  readers ;  fo  that  I  apprehended  little  ha« 
zird from  a promifel made  upon  its  republication, 
^  That  if  the  Sermon  was  likoi,  thefe  fhould  be  al« 
''^  lb  at  the  world's  fiervicei  which,  to  be  as  good  as 
my  word,  they  here  ate  |  and  I  pray  to  Gob^  they 
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jQiaj  do  it  the  fervice  I  wiCh.  I  have  -  little  touiay.  in 
their  behalf,  except  this,  that  not  one  of  them  was 
compofed  with  any  thoughts  of  being  printed  ;- 


^^■^ 


thej  have  beeivciiaftily  written,  and^arrj  the  marks 
of  It  along  with  them.  This  may  b^  no  recom- 
mendation ;i  I  mean  it  however  as  fuch  :  for  as 
the  Sermons  turn  chiefly  upon  Philanthropy,  and 
thofe  Jdndred  virtues  t64t,.  upon  which  hang  aU  the 
law  and  the  prophets,  I  truft  they  will  be  no  lefs 
felt,  or  worfc  received,  for  the  evidence  they  beaTj^  of 
proceeding  more 'from  the  heart  than  the  head.  I 
'  have  nothing  to  add,  but  that  the  reader,  upon  old 

•  and  beaten  fubjeds,  muft  not  look  jfor  many  new 
-thoughts—-— 'tis  well  if  he- has  new- language  :  in 
-"^ree  or  four  paflages  where  he  has  ne^itbe^'  the  one 
^  nor  the- cither,  I  have  quoted  the  author!  made  free 
'  with.r!*-There  are  fome  other  paflages,  where  I  f ufpeft 

•  I  may  Have  ^ken  the  fame  liberty : (but  'tis  only 

'^ufpicion,'  for  I  do  not  remembet  It  is  fo,  otherwife 
-i,  Ihould  have  reilo^d«them  to  their  proper -owners  ; 

fo  that  I  pot.  it  h^re  more  as^a  gMietattaytng,  than 
^^rom  a  confcioufnefs  of  having  muchto  anfwer  for 

upon  that  fcore.  In  this,  however,  and  every  thing 
.^e  which  I  offer,  or  (hall  offer  to  the  world,  I  reft, 

with  -a  heart  much  at  eafe,  upon*  the  prote&ion  of 
i  the  humane  and  candid,  fsem  whom  I  have^  received 

many  favours,  for  urtiicb  Ihtg  leave  to  fittirilk  th^m 
•^haiAs        thanks.  j     '  :  ^  ■        •       . 
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Inquiry  after  Happinefs. 
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There  be  many  that  fay.  Who  will  fhow  u»  any  good  ? — Lord| 
lift  thou  op  the  light  of  thy  coaBtenancc  upon  us. 

1  HE  great  purfuit  of  man  is  after  happinefs  :  it  is 
the  firil  and  ftrongeft  defire  of  his  nature ;— in  every 
flageof  his  life,  he  fearchcs  for  it  as  for  hid  treafure  ; 
^-courts  it  under  a  thoufand  different  fhapes, — and, 
though  perpetually  difappointed,  ftill  perfifts — runs 
after  and  inquires  for  it  afrelh— afks  every  paffenger 
who  comes  in  his  way.  Who  wil/Jhow  him  any  good  f 
——who  will  aflift  him  in  the  attainment  of  it,  or 
direft  him  to  the  difcovery  of  this  great  end  of  all 
his  wiihes  ? 

He  is  told  by  one,  to  fearch  for  it  among  the 
more  gay  and  youthful  plcafures  #f  life,  in  fcenes  of 
mirth  and  fprightlinefs,  where  happinefs  ever  pre- 
fidcs,  and  is  ever  to  be  known  by  the  joy  and  laugh- 
ter which  he  will  fee  at  once  painted  in  her  looks. 

A  fecond,  with  a  graver  afped,  points  out  to  the 
coftly  dwellings  which  pride  and  extravagance  have 
erefted — ^telb  the  inquirer,  that  the  objcft  he  is  in 
fearch  of  inhabits  there— ?that  happinefs  lives  only  in 
company  with  the  great,  in  the  midft  of  much  poup 

A  2 


4  SERMON  U 

and  outward  fUte.  That  he  will  eafilj  find  her  oui 
by  the  coat  of  many  colours  {he  has  on,  and  th< 
great  luxury  and  expence  of  equipage  and  furniture 
with  which  (he  always  fits  fur  rounded. 

The  mifer  bleiTes  God  I        .wondefs  how  any  one 
'Would  miflead,  and  wilfully  put  him  upon  fo  wrong 
a  fc6nt— ^-'Convinces  him  that  happinefs  and  extra- 
Tagance  never  inhabited   under  the  fame  roof 
that  if  he  would  not  be  difappointed  in  his  fearch^ 
he  muil  look  into  the  plain  and  thrifty  dwelling   of 
the  prudent  man,  who  knows  and  underftands   the 
worth  of  money,  and  cautipully  lays  it  up  againft  ^n 
evil  hour  :  that  it  is  not  the  proftitution  of  wealth 
upon  the  pafHons,  or  the  parting  with  it  at  all,  that 
conftitutes  happinefs — ^but  that  it  is  the  keeping  it  to- 
gether, and  the   HAVING  and  HOLDING   it  faft  to 
him  and  his  heirs  for  ever,  which  are  the  chief  attri- 
butes that  form  this  great  idol  of  human  worihip,  to 
which  fo  much  incenfe  is  offered  up  every  day. 

The  epicure,  though  he  eafily  redifies  fo  grofs  a 
miftake,  yet   at  the  fame  time  he  plunges  him,  if 
paffible,  into  a  greater  ;  for,  hearbg  the  obejd  of  his 
purfuit  to  be  hapginefs,    and  knowing  of  no  other 
happinefs    than    what  is  feated  immediately  in  his 
fenfes,  he    fends  the  inquirer  there  ;  tells  him  'tis 
in  vain  to  fearch  eUewhcre  for  it,  than  where  nature 
herfelf  has  placed  it-^in  the  indulgence  and  gratifi* 
cation  of  the  appetites,  which  are  given  us  for  that 
end«*  and,  in  a  word— 4f  he  will,  not  take  his  opinion 
in  the  matter— -he  may  truft  the  word  of  a  much 
wifer  man  who  has  affured  us— that  there  is  nothing 
better  in  this  world,  than  that  a  man  ihould  eat' and 
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drinky  and  rejoice  in  his  works,  and  make  his  foul 
enjoj  good  in  his  labour        "for  that  is  his  portion* 

To  refcue  him  from  this  brutal  experiment — ambi* 
tioD  takes  him  bj  the  hand  and  carries  him  into  the 

world, (hows  him  all  the  kingdoms  of  the  earth, 

and  the  glory  of  them, — points  out  the  many  ways  of 
advancing  his  fortune,  and  railing  himfelf  to  honour, 

lays  before  his  eyes  all  the  charms  and  bewitch. 

ing  temptations  of  power,  and  aiks  if  there  can  be 
aoj  happinefs  in  this  world  like  that  of  being  carefTtd, 
courted,  flattered,  and  followed  ? 

To  clofe  all: — the  philofopher  meets  him  buftling 
in  the  full  career  of  this  purfuit— (lops  him 
tells  him,  if  he  is  in  fearch  of  happinefs,  he  is  far 
gone  out  of  his  way. 

That  this  deity  has  long  been  banifhed  from  noife 
and  tumults,  where  there  was  no  reft  found  for  her, 
and  was  fled  into  folicude  far  from  all  commerce  of 
the  world  ;  and,  in  a  word,  if  he  would  find  her,  he 
mud  leave  this  bufy  and  intriguing  fcene,  and  go 
back  to  that  peaceful  fcene  of  retirement  and  books, 
from  which  he  firft  fet  out. 

In  this  circle,  too  often,  does  a  man  run,- tri^a 

all  experimeotSyiiM^and  generally  fits  down,  wearixl 
and  difiatisfled  with  them  all  at  lad — ^in  utter  defpair 
of  ever  accomplifliing  what  he  wants— nor  knowing 
what  to  trull  to  after  fo  many  difappointments  $  or 
where  to  lay  the  fault,  whether  in  the  incapacity 
of  his  own  nature,  or  the  infufficiency  of  the  enjoy- 
ments themfelves. 

In    this    uncertain   and  perplexed  date — ^without 
knowledge  which  way,  to  turn  or  where  to  betake 
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ourfelves  for  refuge  fo  often  abufed  and  deceived 
by  the  manj  who  pretend  thus  to  fliow  us  any  good 
—Lord  !  fajs  the  Pfalmift,  lift  up  the  light  of  thj? 
countenance  upon  us.  Send  us  fome  rays  oF  tY\y 
grace  and  heavehly  wifdom,  in  this  benighted  fearch 
after  happinefs,  to  dire^  us  fafcly  to  it.  O  Goi>  ! 
let  us  not  wander  for  ever  without  a  guide,  in  this 
dark  region,  in  endlefs  purfuit  of  our  miftaken  good, 

but  enlighten  our  eyes  that  we  fleep  not  in  death 

open  to  them  the  coniforts  of  thy  holy  word  and  re- 
ligion  lift  up  the  light  of  thy  coutitenance   upon 

us,— «nd  make  us  know  the  joy  and  fatisfacllon  of 
living  in  the' true  faith  and  fear  of  Thee,  which  only 
can  ^earry  us  to  this  haven  of  reft  where  we   ^vould 

be that  fure  haven,  where  true  joys  are   to    be 

found,  which  will  at  length  not  only  anfwer  all  our 
expeditions — ^but  fatisfy  the  moft  unbounded  of 
our  wiflies  for  ever  and  ever.        ' 

The  words  thus  opened,  naturally  reduce  the  re- 
maining part  of  tlie  difcoiirfe  under  two  heads. — Xhe 
firft  part  of  the  vcrfe — ^**  There  be  many    that   fay, 

**  Who  wnll  Ihow  us  any  good  ?'* To  make  fome 

rt:fl^£lIons  upon  the  infufficiency  of  moft  of  our  en- 
joyments towards  the  attainment  of  happinefs,  upon 
fome  of  the  moft  received  plans  on  which  'tis  •  gene- 
rally fought. 

The  examination  of  which  will  lead  us  up  to  the 
fource,  and  true  fecret  of  all  happinefs,  fuggefted   to 

us  in  the  latter  part  of  the  verfe "  Lord  !  lift 

**  thou  up  the  light  of  thy  countenance  upon  us"— 
that  there  can  be  no  rcril  happinefs  without  religion 
and  virtue,  and  the  affillance  of  God's  grace  and 
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holy  Spirit  to  ^ireS  our  lives  in  the  true  purfuit  of 
it. 

Let  us  inquire  into  the  difappointments  of  human 
happinedsy  on  fome  of  the  moft  received  plans  of 
which  'as  generally  fought  for  and  expeAed^  by  the 
Wlk  of  mankind  . 

There  is  hardly  any  fnhjed  more  exhaufted,  or 
which  at  one  time  or  other  has  afforded  more  matter 
for  argument  and  declamation,  than  this  one,  of  the 
infufficiency  of  our  enjoyments.  Scarce  a  reformed 
feofualift^  frona  Solomon  down  to  our  own  days,  who 
has  not  in  fome  fits  of  repentance  or  dtfappoincment 
uttered  fonke  fliarp  refle£lion  upon  th«  emptinefs  of 
hnman  pleafure,  and  of  the  vanity  of  vanities  which 
difcovers  itfelf  in  all  the  purfuits  of  mortal  man.  ■  ■ 
Bur  the  mifchief  has  been,  that  though  fo  many  good 
things  have  been  fnid,  they  have  generally  had  the 
fa'c  to  be  confidered  cither  as  the  overflowings  of 
difgufl  from  fated  appetites  which  could  no  longer 
reliih  the  pleafures  of  life,  or  as  the  declamatory 
opinions  of  rcclufe  and  fplenetic*men  who  had  never 
tailed  them  at  all,  and  confequcntly  were  thought  no 
judges  of  the  matter..  So  that  'tis  no  great  wonder 
if  the  greateft  part  of  fuch  refleftions,  however  juft 
in  themfelveSy  and  founded  on  truth  and  a  knowledge 
of  the  world,  ,are  found,  to  leave  little  impreffion 
where  the  imagination  was  already  heated  with  grc  at 
expedations  of  future  happinefs  j  and  that  the  bed 
ledures  that  have  been  read  upon  the  vanity  of  the 
world,  fo  feldom  flop  a  man  in  the  purfuit  of  the 
objeft  of  his  defire,  or  give  him  half  the  convidion^ 
that  the  pofle|lon  of  it  will,  and  what  the  experieuce 
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of  hi$  owa  life,  or  a  careful  ob£ervation  upon  tbs  life 
of  others^  do  at  length  generally  confirm  to  us  all. 

Let  Ui  endeavour,  then,  to  try  the  caufe  upon 
tlds  iffue;  and  infiead  of  recurring  to  the  conrnnon 
ar|^ttmentSy  or  taking  any  one's  word  in  the  cafe,  let 
us  trull  to  matter  of  fad ;  and  if,  upon  inquirji,  it 
appears  that  the  anions  of  mankind  are  not  to  be 
accounted  for  upon  any  other  principle,  but  this  o£ 
the  infufficiency  of  our  enjoyments,  'twill  go  farther 
towards  the  eflablifhmeat  of  the  truth  of  this  part  of 
thedifcourfe,  than  a  thoufand  fpeculative  arguments 
which  might  be  offered  upon  the  occafion. 

Now,  if  we.  take  a  furvey  of  the  life  of  man  from 
the  time  he  is  come  to  reafon,  to  the  lateft  decline 

of  it  in  old  age we  Jkall  find  him  engaged,  and 

generally  hurried  on  in  fuch  a  fucceffion  of  difierent 
jmrfuits,  and  different  opinions  of  things,  through 
the  different  flages  of  his  life-  »■■  'as  will  admit  of  no 
explication,  but  this,  that  he  finds  no  reft  for  the 
fole  of  his  foot,  on  any  of  the  plans  where  he  ha$ 
been  led  to  ezpeft  it. 

The  moment  he  is  go£  loofe  from  tutors  and  go« 
vernors,  and  is  left  to  judge  «for  himfelf,  and  pur- 
fue  this  fcheme  his  ovwn  way— -his  firft  thoughts 
are  generally  full  of  the  nii^hty  happinefs  which  he 
is  going  to  enter  upon,  from  the  free  enjoyment  of 
the  pleafures  in  which  he  fees  others  of  his  age  and 
fortune  engaged. 

In  confequence  of  this^— take  notice,  how  his  ima- 
gination is  caught  by  every  glittering  appearance  that 

flatters    this   expedation. Obferve  what  impref. 

fions  are  made  upon  his  fenfts,  by  diverfions,  muiic, 
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irelsy  and  besaty^-4uid  bow  his  fpirits  are  upon  t!he 
wmgy  fljing  in  purfuit  of  them ;  that  you  would 
think  he  could  never  have  enough. 

Leave  him  to  himfelf  a  few  years,  till  the  edge  of 

appetite  is  worn  down— ^and  you  will'fcarce  know 

him  again.       You  will  find  him  entered  into  engage* 

■ents,  and  letting  up  for  a  man  of  bufinefs  and  coa» 

dttd,  talking  of  no  other  happinefs  but  what  centres 

in  projeds  of  making  the  moil  of  this  world,  and 

providing  for  his  children,  and  children's  children  af* 

ter  them.     £xamine  his  notions,  he  will  tell  you, 

that  the  gayer  pleafuf es  of  youth  are  only  fit  for  tbofe 

who  know  not  how  to  difjpofe  of  themfelves  and  time 

to  better  advantage.     That,  however  fair  and  pro- 

mifing  they  might  appear  to  a  man  unpradifed  ta 

them  they  were  no  better  than   a  life  of  folly 

and  impertinence :  and  fo  far  from  anfwering  your 

expe£tations  of  happineis,  'twas  well  if  you  efcaped 

without  pain,      .    That,  in  every  experiment  he  has 

cried,  he  had  found  more  bitter  than  fweet,  and,  for 

the  little  pleafure  one  could  fnatch— 4t  too  often  left  a 

terrible  fting  behind  it  :  Befides,  did  the  balance  lie 

on  the  other  fide,  he  would  tell  you,  there  could  be 

no  true  fatisfaftion  where  a  life  runs  oo  in  fo  giddy 

a  circle,  out  of  which  a  wife  man  fhould  extricate 

bimielf  as  foon  as  he  can,  that  he  may  begin  to  look 

lorwardsj— — That  it  becomes  a  man  of  charafler 

and  confequence  to  lay  afide  childiih  things,  to  take 

care  of  his  interefls,  to  eftabUfli  the  fortune  of  his  fa-. 

auly,  and  place  it  out  of  want  and  dependence  :  and, 

in  a  word,  if  there  is  fuch  a  thing  as  happinefs  upon 

earth,  it  muft  confifL  in  the  accomplifkment  of  this  ? 
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— and  for  his  own  part,  if  God  fliould  profper  hi» 
endeavours  fo  as  to  be  worth  fuch  a  futn,  or  to  be 
able  to  bring  fuch  point  to  bear — ^he  (hall  be  one  of 
the  happicft  of  the  {oni  of  men. — In  full  aifurance  o£ 

this,  on  he  drudges — plots— contrives — ^rifcs  early 

late  takes  reft,  and  eats  the  bread  of  carefulnefs,  till 
at  length,  by  hard  labour  and  pcrfeverancCj  he  has 
reached  if  not  outgone,  the   objeft  he  had  firft  in 
view. — When  he  has  got  thus  far — if  he  is  a  plain 
and  fincere  man,  he  will  make  no  fcrupletoacknow. 
ledge  truly,  what  alteration  he  has  found  in  himfelf* 
—If  you  alk  him — ^he  will  tell  you,  that  his  ima- 
gination painted  fomething  before  his  eyes,  the  rea- 
lity of  which  he  has  not  yet  attained  to  :  that  with 
all  the  accumulations  of  his  wealth,  he  neither  lives 
the  merrier,  fleeps  the  founder,  or  has  Icfs  care  and 
anxiety  upon  his  fpirits,  than  at  his  firft  fetting  out 

Perhaps,  you'll  fay,  feme  dignity,  honour,  or  title 
only  is  wanting — Oh  !  could  I  accomplifli  that,  as 
there  would  be  nothing  left  then  for  me  to  wiih, 
good  God  \  how,  happy  fhould  I  be  !  *Tis  ftill  the 
iamc^ — ^the  dignity  or  title— though  they  crown  his 
head  with  honour — add  not  one  cubit  to  his  happi- 

nefs. Upon    fummirig    up    the    account,    all    is 

found  to  be  feated  merely  in  the  imagination. — The 
fader  he  has  purfued,  the  fader  the  phantom  fled  be- 
fore him  ; and  to  ufe  the  Satirift's  comparifon  of 

the  chariot  wheels,— —hafte  as  they  will,  they  muft 
for  ever  keep  the  fame  diftance. 

But  what  ?  though  I  have  been  thus  far  difap* 
pointed  in  my  expedtations  of  happinefs  from  the 
poffcffion  of  riches— *♦  Let  me  try  whether  I  fliall 
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^  not  meet  widi  it  in   the  fpendxng  and  fafliionable 
*  eojoyment  of  them." 

Behold  !  I  will  get  me  down,  and  make  me  great 
works,  and  build  me  houfes,  and  plant  me  vinejards, 
and  make  me  gardens  and  pools  of  water.  And  I 
will  get  me  ferrantd  and  maidens,  and  whatfoeTer 
nj  eyes  defire,  I  will  not  keep  from  them* 

In  proCecution  of  this — ^he  drops  all  gainful  pnr. 
fuits—— ^withdraws  himfelf  from  the  hnfj  part  of 
the  world — ^realizes— pulls  down — builds  up  again. 
Boys  ftatues,— ^ — ^pidures—— plants  and  plucks  up 
bj  the  roots— -levels  mountains-— 4md  fills  np  vaU 
leys-— turns  rivers  into  dry  ground,  and  dry  ground 
into  rivers. — Says  unto  this  man.  Go,  and  he  goeth  ; 
and  unto   another.  Do  this  and  he  doetb  it ;  and 
whatfoever  his  foul  lufteth  after  of  this  kind,  he- 
withholds  not  from  it.     When  every  thing  is  thu$ 
planned  bj  hinnfelf,  and  executed  according  to  his 
wiDi  and  direftion,  furely  he  is  arrived  to  the  ac- 
compli {hnaent  of  his  wiffies,  and  has  got  to  the  fum« 
mit  of  all  human  happinefs  ! — Let  the  mod  fortunate  . 
adventurers  in  this  way  anfwer  the  queftidh  for  him, 
and  fay — ^how  often  it  riles  higher  than  a  bare  and 
fimple  araufement-^and  well,  if  you  can  compound 
for  that — ^Cnce  *ts  often  purchafed  at  fo  high  a  price, 
and  fo  foured  by  a  mixture  of  other  incidental  vexaw 
tions,  as  to  become  too  often  a  work  of  repentance*, 
which  in'  the  end  will  extort  the  fame-  forrowful  con^ 
feffion  from  him,*which  it  did  from  Solomon  in  the 
like  cafe, — ^Lo  !  I  looked  on  all  the  works  that  my 
hands  had  wrought,  and  on  the  labour  that  I  had 
laboured  to  do  ■        and  beheld  all  waa  vanity  aad 
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vexation  of  fpirit       >  and  there  was  no  profit  to 
under  the  fun. 

To  inflame  this  account  the  more— it  would  be  no 
miracle^  if  upon  calling  it  up  he  has  gone  fartheir 
lengths  than  he  firft  intended,  run  into  expences^  wbicJb 
have  entangled  bis  fortune,  and  brought  himfelf  into 
fuch  difficulties  as  to  make  waj  for  the  laft  experi- 
ment he  can  try— ^-and  that  is,  to  turn  mifer,  with  no 
happinefs  in  view  but  what  is  to  rife  out  of  the  little 
defigns  of  a  fordid  mind,  fet  upon  faving  and  icrap^ 
ing  up  all  he  has  injudiciouflj  fpent* 

In  this  laft  flage— -behold  him  a  poor  trembling 
wretch,  ihut  up  from  all  mankind  ■  finking  into 
utter  contempt ;  fpending  careful  days  and  fleeplefs 
nights  in  purfuit  of  what  a  narrow  and  contraded 
heart  can  never  enjo j :— and  let  us  here  leave  him  to 
the  convidion  he  will  one  day  find-— That  there  is  no 
«&d  of  his  labour — ^That  his  eyes  will  never"be  fatis* 
fied  with  riches,  or  will  fay— For  whom  do  I  labour 
and  bereave  myfelf  of  reft  ?  This  is  alio  a  fore  tra^ 

vail. 

I  believe  this  is  no  uncommon  piAnre  of  the  dif- 
appointments  of  human  life— *and  the  manner  our 
pleafures  and  enjoyments  flip  from  under  us  in  everjr 
fiage  of  our  life.  And  though  I  would  not  be  thought 
by  it,  as  if  I  was  denying  the  reality  c^pleafures^  or 
difputing  the  being  of  them,  any  more  than  one 
would  the  reality  of  pain— yet  I  muft  obferve  on 
Ais  head»  that  there  is  a  plain  diflinflion  to  be  made 
betwixt  pleafure  and  happinefs. — ^For  though  there 
eao  be  no  happinefs  without  pleafure— yet  the  re* 
verfe  of  the  propofitoft  will  not  hold  true..— We  are 
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h  made,  that  from  the  common  grsdficationt  of  our 
appeiitesy  and  the  impreffioos  of  a  thoufand  objete, 
we&iatdi  Uie  one,  like  a  tranfieat  gleam,  without 
beiBg  fpffered  to  tafte  the  otbet,  and  enjoj  the  per* 
petnal  fun-fhine  and  fair  weather  which  conftantlj 
tttend  it.  This,  I  contend,  is  only  to  be  found  in 
idigioo— -in  the  confcioufhefs  of  virtue— —and  the 
fore  and  certain  hopes  of  a  better  life,  which  bright* 
ens  all  our  profpefis,  and  leaves  no  room  to  dread 
difappointments-"— 'becaufe  the  expedation  of  it  is 
built  upon  a  rock,  whofe  foundations  are  as  deep  as 
thoTe  of  heaven  and  hell. 

And  though  in  our  pilgrimage  through  this  world 
--4bme  of  us  maj  be  fo  fortunate  as  to  meet  with 
ibme  dear  fountains  bj  the  way,  that  maj  cool,  for 
a  few  moments,  the  heat  of  this  great  third  of  hap- 
pinefc  yet  our  Saviour,  who  knew  the  world^ 
though  he  enjoyed  but  little  of  it,  tells  us,  that  who- 
ibcver  drinketh  of  this  water  will  thirft  again  :— and 
we  all  find  by  experience  it  is  £o,  and  by  reafon  that 
it  always  muft  be  fo. 

I  condnde  with  a  ihort  obfervation  \ifon  Sdomon*i 
evidence  in  this  cafe.    ' 

Never  did  the  bufy  brain  of  a  lean  and  hedic  che* 
mift  fearch  for  the  philofopher's  flone  with  more 
pains  and  ardour  than  this  great  man  did  after  hap» 
pioefs.— -He  was  one  of  the  wifefi  inquirers  into 
Nature— -had  tried  all  her  powers  and  capacities,  and 
after  a  thoufand  vain  fpeculations  and  vile  experi- 
ments, he  affirmed  at  length,  it  lay  hid  in  no  one 
thing  he  had"  tried ;  like  the  chemifts  projeAions,  all 
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had  ended  in'fmoke,  or  what  was  worfe,  in  vanity 
and  vexation  of  rpirit:—- the  concluiion  of  the  whole 
matter  was  this— that  he  advifes  every  man  ivho 
would  be  happjy  to  fear  God  and  keep  his  com—' 
mandments. 
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The  Houfe  of  Feafting  and  the  Houfe 
of  Mourning  defcribed. 
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It  ii  better  to  go  to  the  houfe  cf  mouroing  than  to  the  houfe  of 

feafting. 

Ihat  I  deny — but  let  us  hear  the  wife  man^s  rea- 
foning  upon  it — -for  that  is  the  end  of  aU  men^  and  the 
hvifig  will  la^  it  to  his  heart :  Jorrow  is  better  than 
^ughter  for  a  crack-^rain'd  order  of  Carthufiau 
monks,  I  grant,  but  not  for  men  of  the  world  :  For 
what  purpofe,  do  you  imagine,  has  God  made  us  ? 
for  the  focial  fweets  of  the  well- water'd  valleys  where 
lie  has  planted  us,  or  for  the  dry  and  difmal  deferts 
of  a  Sierra  Morena  ?  Arc  the  fad  accidents  of  life, 
and  the  uncheery  hours  which  perpetually  overtake 
us,  are  they  not  enough,  but  we  muft  fally  forth  in 
^ueft  of  them,— >belie  our  own  hearts,  and  fay,  as 
your  text  would  have  us,  that  they  are  better  than 
ihofc  of  joy  ?  Did  the  Beft  of  Beings  fend  us  into  the 

world  for  this  end to  go  weeping  through  it,— - 

to  ^cx  and  (borten  a  life  (hort  and  vexatious  enough 
alrcadjr  ?  Do  you  think,  my  good  preacher,  that  he 
who  is  infinitely  happy,  can  envy  us  our  enjoyments  ? 
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or  that  m  bong  lb  tnfinitel j  kind  woold  grudge  i 
iDoamful  traveller  the  (hort  reft  and  refreihinentl 
Bcccilarj  to  fnpport  his  fpirits  through  the  ftages  o| 
a  wearj  pOgrimage  ?  or  that  he  would  call  him  to  i 
ft:vere  reckoning,  becaufe  in  this  waj  he  had  haftil^ 
{hatched  at  fome  little  fiigadoos  pleafures,  merelj-  to 
fweeten  this  oneafj  joomej  of  life^  and  reconcild 
him  to  the  mggedneis  of  the  road^  and  the  manji 
hard  jufllings  he  is  fure  to  meet  with  ?  Confider^  I 
befeech  jou,  what  provifion  and  accommodation  the 
Author  of  our  being  has  prepared  for  us,  that  we 
might  not  go  on  our  waj  forrowing«~how  many  ca* 
ravanferas  of  reft — ^what  powers  and  faculties  he  has 
given  us  for  taking  it— what  apt  objeds  he  has  placed 
in  our  way  to  entertain  us  ; — ^fome  of  which  he  has 
made  fo  fair,  fo  exquifitelj  fitted  for  this  end,  that 
thej  have  power  over  us  for  a  time  to  charm  away 
the  fenfe  of  pain,  to  cheer  up  the  dejeAed  heart  un* 
der  poverty  and  ficknefs,  and  make  it  go  and  re* 
member  its  miferies  no  more. 

I  will  nut  contend  at  prefent  againft  this  rhetoric ; 
I  would  choofe  rather  for  a  moment  to  go  on  with 
the  allegory,  and  fay  we  are  travellers,  and,  in  the 
moft  afieding  fenfe  of  that  idea,  that  like  travelers, 
though  upon  bufinefs  of  the  laft  and  neareft  concern 
to  U89  we  may  furely  be  allowed  to  amufe  ourfelves 
with  the  natural  6r  artificial  beauties  of  the  country 
we  are  pafiing  through,  without  reproach  of  forget* 
tbg  the  main  errand  we  are  fent  upon ;  and  if  we 
can  fo  order  it  as  not  to  be  led^ut  of  the  way,  by 
the  variety  of  profpefts,  edificesi  and  ruins  which 
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folicit  nsy  it  would  be  a  nonfenfical  piece  of  fauiN 
emocrj  to  £hut  bur  eyes. 

Bat  let  us  not  lofe  fight  of  the  argument  in  pur* 
fait  of  the  finiile. 

Let  us  remember,  various  as  our  excurfions  arc«~ 
Oiat  we  have  ftill  fist  our  faces  towards  Jerufalem-— 
dat  we  have  a  place  of  reft  and  happinefS|  towards 
which  we  hafteoi  and  that  the  way  to  get  there  is  not 
fo  much  to  pleafe  our  hearts,  as  to  improve  them  in 
virtue  ^.  that  mirth  and-  feafting  are  jiifually  no 
friends  to  achievements  of  this  kind— -but  that  a  fea« 
foo  of  afflidion  is  in  fome  fort  a  feafou  of  piety»^not 
only  becaufe  our  fufferings  are  apt  to  put  us  in  mind 
of  our  fins,  but  that  by  the  clieck  and  interruption, 
which  they  give  to  our  purfuits,  they  allow  us  what 
the  hurry  and  buftle  of  the  world  too  often  deny  us» 
—and  that  is,  a  little  time  for  refledion,  which  is  all 
that  moft  of  us  want  to  make  us  wifer  and  better 
men  ;_that  at  certain. times  it  is  fo  neceflary  a  man's 
mind  fliould  be  turned  towards  itfelf,  that  rather 
than  want  occafions^  he  had  better  purchafe  them  at 
the  expence  of  his  prefent  happinefs. — He  had  bet-* 
ter,  as  the  text  expreifes  it,  go  to  the  houfe  ofmourn^ 
ing^  where  he  will  meet  with  fomething  to  fubdue  his 
paffions,  than  to  the  houfe  of  feafting^  where  the  joy 
and  gaiety  of  the  place  is  likely  to  excite  them  :  That 
whereas  the  entertainments  and  carefTes  of  the  one 
place  expofe  his  heart,  and  lay  it  open  to  temipta* 
tions  >  the  forrows  of  the  other  defend  it,  and  as 
naturally  (hut  them  from  it.  So  ilrange  and  unao* 
countable  a  creature  is  man  !  he  is  fo  framed,  that  he 
cannot  but  purfue  happinefs*— and  yet  unle&  he  is 
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made  fometimes  tnifcrable,  how  apt  is  he  to  miflake 
the  waj  which  can  only  lead  bitn  to  the  accomplifb.- 
nient  of  his  own  wiibes  ! 

This  is  the  full  force  of  the  wife  man's  declaration. 
——But  to  do  farther  juftice  to  his  words,  I  will  en- 
deavour to  bring  the  fubjeft  ftill  nearer.— For  which 
purpofe,  it  will  be  neceflary  to  ftop  here,  an^  take  a 
traniient  view  of  the  two  places  here  referred  to,— 
the  houfe  of  mourning,  and  the  houfe  of  feafting. 
Give  me  l^^ave,  therefore,  I  befeech  you,  to  recal 
both  of  them  for  a  monorent,  to  your  imagination s, 
that  from  thence  I  may  appeal  to  your  hearts,  hoTV 
faithfully,  and  upon  what  good  grounds,  the  elFeAs 
and  natural  operations  of  each  upon  our  minds  are 
intimated  in  the  text. 

.  And,  fir  ft,  let  us.  look  into  the  houfe  of  feafting* 
And  here,  to  be  as  fair  and  candid  as  poiCble  in 
the  defcription  of  this,  we  will  not  take  it  from  the 
ivorft  originals,  fuch  as  are  opened  merely  for  the 
{ale  of  virtue,  and  fo  calciilated  for  the  end,  that  the 
difguife  each  is  under,  not  only  gives  power  fafely  to 
•  drive  on  the  bargain,  but  fafely  to  carry  it  into  exe- 
cution too. 

This  we  will  not  fuppofe  to  be  the  cafe— nor  let 
us  even  imagine  the  houfe  of  feafting  to  be  fuch  a 
fcene  of  intemperance  and  excefs,  as  the  houfe  of 
feafting  does  often  exhibit-^but  let  us  take  it  from 
one,  as  little  exceptionable  as  we  can — ^where  there 
is,  or  at  leaft  appears,  nothing  really  criminal — but 
where  every  thing  feems  to  be  kept  within  the  vifible 
bounds  of  moderation  and  fobnety. 

Imagine  then   fuch   a  houfe  of  feafting,  where, 
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either  by  confent  or  invitation,  a  number  of  each  fex 
is  dravn  together,  for  no  other  purpofe  but  the  en- 
joyment and  mutual  entertainment  of  each  other, 
which  we  will  fuppofe  {hall  arife  from  no  other  pi ea- 
fures  but  what  cuftom  authorifes,  and  religion  does 
Bol  abfolutely  forbid- 
Before  we  enter ^!et  us  examine,  what  muft  be 

the  fentiments  of  each  individual  previous  to  his  ar- 
rival, and  we  (hall  find,  that  however  they  may  dif-, 
fcr  from  one  another  in  tempers  and  opinions,  that 
every  one  feems  to  agree  in  this— that  as  he  is  going 
to  a  houfc  dedicated  to  joy  and  mirth,  it  was  fit  he 
ftonW  dived  himfelf  of  whatever  was.  likely  to  con- 
tradifl  that  intention,  or  be  inconfiftent  with   it.         « 
That,  for  this  purpofe,  he  had  left  his  cares— his  fc- 
rious  thoughts — ^and  his  moral  refle£lions  behind  him, 
and  was  come  forth  from  home  with  only  fuch   dif- 
pofitions  and  gaiety  of  heart  as  faited  the  occafiong 
and  promoted  the  intended  mirth  and  jollity  of  the 
place.     With  this  preparation  of  mind,  which  is  a^ 
little  as  can  be  fnppofed,  fince  it  will  amotknt  to  no 
more  than  a  defire  in  each  to  render  himfelf  an  ac- 
ceptable gueft, — ^let  us  conceive  them  entering  into 
the  houfe  of  feafting,  with  hearts  fet  loofc  from  grave 
rcftraints,  and  open  to  the  expedbations  of  receiving 
pleafure.     It  is  not  neceffary ,  as  I  premifed,  to  bring 
intemperance  into  this  fcene— — or  to  fuppofe  fuch 
an  excefs  in  the  gratification'of  the  appetites,  as  fliall 
ferment  the  blood  and  fet  the  defires  in  a  flame  :*— 
Let  us  admit  no  more  of  it,  therefore,   than  will 
gently  ftir  them,  and  fit  them  for  the  impreffiofis 
which  fo  benevolent  a  commerce  will  nattirally  ex- 
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•ite.  In  this  difpofitioa,  thus  wrought  upon  before 
hand  and  already  improved  to  this  purpofe, -i  talc>e 
notice  how  siechanically  the  thoughts  and  fpirits  rife 
■■■  ■  how  foon  and  infeniibly  they  are  got  above  tlie 
pitch  and  firft  bounds  which  cooler  hours  would  have 
marked. 

When  the  gay  and  fmiling  afpeA  of  things  has 
begun  to  leave  the  paflages  to  a  man's  heart  thus 
though tlefsly  unguarded— when  kind  and  carefiing 
looks  of  every  obje&  without,  that  can  flatter  his 
fenfeSy   have   con^ired  with  the  enemy  within,   to 
betray  him,  and  put  him  off  his  defence,        when 
mufic  likewife  hath  lent  her  aid,  and  tried  her  power 
upon  the  pafBons^-^when  the  voice  of  finging  men, 
and  the  voice  of  finging  women,  with  the  found  of 
the  viol  and  the  lute,  have  broke  in  upon  his  foul, 
and  in  fome  tender  notes  have  touched  the  fecret 
fprings  of  rapture— that  moment  let  us  dilTeA  and 
look  into  his  heart,'  ■   fee  how  vain  I  how  weak  ! 
how  empty  a  thing  it  is  !  Look  through  its  federal 
recefles^— -thofe  pure  manfions  formed  for  the  recep- 
tion x>f  innocence  and  virtue  —fad  fpedacle !  Be- 
hold  thofe  fair  inhabitants  now  difpoifeiled— turn- 
ed out  of  their  facred  dwellings,  to  make  room— for 
what  ?— at  the  heft  for  levity  and  indifcretion— — 
perhaps  for  folly-— it  may  be  for  more  impure  guefls, 
which  poUibly  in  fo  general  a  riot  of  the  inind  and 
fenfes,  may  take  occafion  Lo  enter  unfufpeded  at  the 
fame  time. 

|n-a  fcene  and  difpofition  thus  defcribed— can  the 
moft  cautious  fay— -thus  far  iball  my  defires  go<— ^ 
and  oo  farther!  or  wUl  the  cooleft  and  moft  cir. 
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comfpeft  fay,  vrhen  pleafure  has  tdcea  &tt  fotkCm 
fion  of  his  kearty  thac  no  thought  aor  pmrpofe  ihaH 
arife  there,  which  he  would  hare  concealed  i  ■  ■  .la 
tiiofe  loofe  and  unguarded  aK>flftents  the  tmaginatioa 
is  not  always  at  command^i^ia  fpite  of  fea&m  and  re* 
ftediofl,  it  wiU  forcibly  carry  him  foaietimes  whitliet 
ht  would  not^— like  t^  uack^n  fpirit,  in  the  paveot'a 
fiid  defcriptiofi  of  his  child's  cafe,  which  took  htm, 
and  oft-times  caft  him  into  the  fire  to  deftroy  htm^ 
and  wherefoever  ittakethhim  it  teareth  hm,  aad 
hardly  departeth  from  him* 

But  this  you*ll  fay,  is  the  worft  recowit  of  what 
the  mind  may  fuffer  here. 

Why  may  we  not  make  more  farouraUe  fuppofi* 
tkms  ?-*-thac  numbers,  by  ea:ercife  and  cuflom  to 
fach  eoconnters,  learn  gtadndly  to  defpife  aad  trL* 
umpb  over  them  ;  ■  ■  .that  the  minds  of  many  are 
act  fo  li^ceptible  of  warm  kiipreffions^  or  h  badly 
fortified  againft  them,  that  pleafure  flioiaid  cafily 
corrupt  or  feftea  them  ;^^-tbat  it  would  be  hard  to 
fuppofe,  of  the  great  multitudes  which  doily  throng 
and  prefs  idto  this  hou£e  of  fcafling,  but  that  annoN 
hers  come  out  of  it  s^ain,  with  all  the  innocence 
with  which  they  entered ;  and  that  if  both  feaces  are 
incladed  in  the  computation,  what  /air  example^ 
fli^  we  &e  ef  many  of  fo  pure  and  chafie  .a  turn  of 
aiiad'— that  the  houfe  of  feafting,  with  all  its  charno^ 
aad  teaoptations,  was  oev^r  able  to  excite  a  thought^ 
or  awaken  an  inclination  which  virtue  need  to  blu& 
at— or  which  the  moft  fcropulous  confci^nce  might 
not  fupport.  God  forbid  wt  Skaaid  fay  otherwife  : 
-^No  doubty  numbers  of  all  ages  cfcape  unhurt,  and 


tf  SERMOM  U. 

get  off  this  dangerous  fea  without  (hipwreck.  Yet 
are  thej  not  to  be  reckoned  amongft  the  more  for- 
tunate adventurerjs  ;  ■  ■  and  though  one  would  not 
abfolutelj  prohibit  the  attempt,  or  be  fo  cynical  as  to 
condemn  every  one  who  tries  it,  iince  there  ai£  fo 
many,  I  fappoCe»  who  cannot  well  do  otherwife,  and 
ivhofe  condition  and  iit nation  in  life  unavoidably 
force  them  upon  it — ^yet  we  may  be  allowed  to  de- 
fcribe  this  fair  and  flattering  cpaft— we  may  poiat 
out  the  unfufpeAed  dangers  of  it,  and  warn  the  un- 
wary paflenger  where  they  lie.  We  may  ihow  him 
what  hazards  his  youth  and  inexperience  will  run, 
how  little  he  can  gain  by  the  venture,  and  how  much 
wifer  and  better  it  would  be  (as  is  implied  in  the 
text)  to  feek  occafi&ns  rather  to  improve  his  little 
fiock  of  virtue,  than  incautioufly  expofe  it  to  fo  un- 
equal a  chance,  where  the  bed  he  can  hope  is  to  re- 
turn fafe  with  what  treafure  he  carried  out-— —but 
where,  probably,  he  naay  be  fo  unfortunate  as  to  lofe 
it  alL— be  loft  himfelf,  and  undone  for  ever. 

Thus  much  for  the  houfe  of  feafting  ;  which,  by 
the  way,  though  generally  open  at  other  times  of  the 
year  throughout  the  world,  is  fuppofed,  in  Chriftian 
countries,  now  every  where  to  be  univerfally  ihut  up. 
And,  in  truth,  I  have  been  more  full  in  my  cautions 
againft  it,  not  only  as  reafon  requires, — but  in  reve- 
rence to  this  feafon  *,  wherein  our  church  exafls 
a  more  particular  forbearance  and  felf-denial  in  this 
point,  and  thereby  adds  to, the  reftraints  upon  plea- 
Aire  and  entertainments  which  this  reprefentatton  of 
things  has  fuggefted  againft  them  already* 

•  Preached  in  Ltnt, 
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Here,  then,  let  tis  turn  afide  from  this  gay  fcene, 
and  fuffcr  me  to  take  you  with  me  for  si  moment  to 
one  much  fitter  for  your  meditation.  Let  us  go  into 
the  houfe  of  mourning,  made  fo  by  fuch  afflidions 
as  have  been  brought  in,  merely  by  the  common 
crdsacddents  and  difafters  to  which  our  condition 
is  expofed — ^where,  perhaps,  the  aged  parents  fit 
broken-hearted,  pierced  to  their  fouls  with  the  foUy. 

«id  indifcretion  of  a  thanklefs  child Ithc  child  of 

their  prayers,  in  wliom  all  their  hopes  and  expeda. 
tioos  centered: — ^perhaps  a  more  affeaing  fceue^-. 
a  virtuous  family  lying  pinched  with  want,  where 
the  unfortunate  fupport  of  it  having  long  ftf  uggled 
With  a  train  of  misfortunes,  and  bravely  fought  up 
•gainft  them — is  now  piteoufiy  borne  down  at  tht 
hft — overwhelmed  with  a  cruel  blow  which  no  fore- 
ctil  or  frugality  could  have  prevented,  ■  O  Go©  ! 
look  upon  his  affliSions — ^Behold  him  difiraaed 
with  many  forrows,  furrounded  with  the^  tender 
pledges  of  bis  love,  and  the  partner  of  his  cares  ■  ■  » 
without  bread  to  give  them  :  unable,  from  ♦the  re- 
membrance of  better  days,  to  dig; — to  beg^  alhamed* 

When  we  enter  into  the  hoiife  of  mourning  fuch  as 
this — it  is  impoiSble  to  infult  the  unfortunate  even 
with  an  improper  look— Under  whatever  levity  and 
dlflipation  of  heart  fuch  objeds  catch  our  eyes,  they 
catch  likewife  our  attentions,  coiled  and  call  home 
our  fcatter*d  thoughts,  and  exercifc  them  <vith  wif- 
dom.  A  tranfient  fcene  of  diftrcfs,  fuch  as  is  hero 
iketched,  how  fooii  does  it  furniih  materials  to  fet 
the  mind  at  work  ?  how  neceflarily  does  it  engage 
it  tq  the  confideration  of  the  miferies  and  misfortunes, 
the  dangers  and  calamities  to  which  the  lifq  o^  man  ia. 
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fiibjoft ?  Bj  hoUmg  up  fudi  t  gkifs  before  k^  it  fbrces 
the  mind  to  fee  and  reflcd  upon  Ihe  Tanity«^-^fa< 
periftii^  coftditioa  and  ancertaia  temine  of  CTerj 
thing  in  the  world.  JFrom  refleflions  of  diis  ferious 
caft,  how  bfenfiUj  do  the  thoughts  caorf  j  us  farthca 
«*-<*<and^  from  confidcriog,  what  we  ar6-i*-what  kind  odi 
world  we  live  in-^and  what  evils  befal  us  in  it»  faovi^ 
naturally  do  they  fct  us  to  look  forwasda  ^  what 
poffibly  we  ftall  be  ? — for  what  kind  of  wodd  ive 
are  iotended«^what  evils  may  befal  us  there  ■mnd 
what  provifioa  we  Ibould  make  agaiaft  them  iiere^ 
whilft  we  have  time  and  <^portu&ity. 

If  thefe  leflbos  are  fo  ta&paraUe  from  the  houfe 
of  mourning  here  fuppofcd—^we  ihail  find  it  a  ftiU 
more  inftruAive  ichool  of  wildom,  when  we  take  a 
view  of  the  t»lace  in  that  moce  affeftiag  light  xa 
which  the  wife  man  feems  to  confine  it  in  the  text^ 
an  which,  by  the  houfe  of  moumiag,  I  believe  Jie 
vieains  that  particular  foeneof  fonow,  where  there  is 
laiAefitation  and  mourning  £>r  the  dead. 

Turn  in  hither,  I  befeech  you,  for  a  mooKiit. 
BoImM  a  dead  man  ready  to  be  carried  out,  the  only 
fsn  of  his  mother^  and  flie  a  widow*  Perhafs  a 
more  afefting  fpedacle-'—a  kind  and  indulgent  father 
of  a  numerous  fan&ily  lies  br«athlefs*i— fnatcbed  away 
iu  the  ftreogth  of  his  age«-->tom  in  aa  evil  hour  frona 
his  children  and  the  bofom  of  a  difeoafolate  wife. 

Behold  flmch  people  of  the  city  gathered  together, 
fo  mix  their  tears,  with  fettled  forrow  in  their  looks, 
going  heavily  along  to  the  houfe  of  mouraiog,  to 
perform  that  laft  melancholy  office,  which,  when  the 
debt  of  nature  is  paid,  we  are  called  upon  to  pay  to 
eadi  other* 
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If  this  fad  occasion  which  leads  him  there,  has  not 
done  it  alreadj,  take  notice,  to  v^hat  a  ferious  and 
devout  frame  of  naind  every  man  is  reduced,  the  mo« 
meat  he  enters  this  gate  of  affliftion.  The  bufj  and 
fluttering  fpirits,  which  in  the  houfe  of  mirth  were 
wcmt  to  cranfport  him  from  one  diverting  objed  to 

another fee  how  they  are  fallen  !  how  peaceably 

they  are  laid  !  In  this  gloomy  manfion,  full  of  {hades 
and  uncomfortable  damps  to  feize  the  foul-— fee,  the 
light  and  eafy  heart,  which  norer  knew  what  it  was 
to  think  before,  how  penfive  it  is  now,  how  foft, 
how  fttfceptible,  how  full  of  religions  impreflions, 
how  deeply  it  is  fmitten  with  fenfe  and  with  a  love 
of  virtue.  Could  we,  in  this  crifis,  whilft  this  empire 
of  reafon  and  religion  lads,  and  the  heart  is  thus  ex« 
ercifed  with  wifdom,  and  bufied  with  heavenly  con- 
templations— could  we  fee  it  naked  as  it  is— drip- 
ped of  its  pafSons,  unfpotted  by  the  world,  and  re- 

gardlefs  of  its  pleafures we  might  then  fafely  reft 

our  caufe  upon  this  fingle  evidence,  and  appeal  to 
the  moft  fenfual,  whether  Solomon  has  not  made 
a  jaft  determination  here^  in  favour  of  the  houfe  of 
mourning  ? — not  for  its  own  fake,  but  as  it  is  fruit- 
ful in  virtue,  and  becomes  the  occafion  of  fo  much 
good.  Without  this  end,  forrow  I  own,  has  no  ufc 
but  to  ihorten  a  man^s  days — nor  can  gravity,  with 
all  its  ftudied  folemnity  of  look  and  carriage,  fervc 
any  end  but  to  make^one  half  of  the  world  merry, 
aud  impofe  upon  the  other. 

Confider  what  has  been  faid  ;  and  may  God  of  his 
mercy  blels  you  1  Amen. 


SERMON  HL 

Philanthropy  recommended, 
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Which  now  oTthcfc  three  thinkeft  thou,  was  neighhour  unto  him 

that  fell  among  the  thieves  ? And  he  faid,  He  that  fliowcd 

mercy  on  him.  Then  faid  Jcfus  unto  him Go,  and  do  thou 

likewife. 

In  the  foregoing  ycrfes  of  this  chapter,  the  Evan- 
gelift  relates,  that  a  certain  lawyer  flood  up  and 
tempted  Jesus,  faying,  Matter,  what  (hail  I  do   to 

inherit  eternal  life  ? ^To  which  inquiry  our  Sa- 

viouR,  as  his  manner  was,  when  any  enfnaring 
queftion  was  put  to  him,  which  he  faw  proceeded 
more  from  a  defign  to  entangle  him,  than  an  honett 

view  of  getting  information inftead  of  giving   a 

direa  anfw.er,  which  might  afford  a  handle  to  malice, 
or  at  beft  ferve  only  to  gratify  an  impertinent  humour 
«-.he  immediately  retorts  the  queftion  upon  the  man 
who  alked  it,  and  unavoidably  puts  him  upon  the 
neceffity  of  anfwering  himfelf ;— and  as,  in  the  pre- 
fent  cafe,  the  particular  profeffion  of  the  inquirer, 
and  Ills  fuppofed  general  knowledge  of  all  other 
branches  of  learning,  left  no  room  to  fufpeft  he 
could  be  ignorant  of  the  true  anfwer  to  this  queftion. 
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and  efpcciallj  of  wliat  every  one  knew  was  delivered 
upoa  that  head  bj  their  great  Legiflator,  our  Saviour 
therefore  refers  him  to  his  own  aaemory  of  what  he 
had  found  there  in  the  courfe  of  his  ftudies.  ■  ■*■  ■ 
What  is  written  in  the  la w,  how  readeft  thou  ?— - 
Upon  which  the  inquirer  reciting  the  general  heads 
of  our  dutj  to  God  and  Man,  as  delivered  in  the 
18th  of  Leviticus  and  the  6th  of  Deuteronomy,—^ 
namely — That  w$Jhould  W9r/bip  the  Lord  our  Cod 
uitb  all  our  heart  Sy  and  love  ourneighhour  as  our/elves  ; 
our  blefled  Saviour  tells    him,    he    had    anfwered 

right,  and  if  he  followed  that  leflbn,  he  could  not 
fail  of  the  bleiBng  he  feemed  defirous  to  inherit.-— 
This  do^  and  thoujbalt  liwr. 

But  he,  as  the  context  tells  us,  willing  to  juftify 
himfdf— willing  poffibly  to  gain  more  credit  in  the 
conference,  or  hoping  perhaps  to  hear  fuch  a  partial 
and  narrow  definition  of  the  word  neighbonr^  as 
Would  fuit  his  own  principles,  and  juftify  feme  par- 
ticular oppreffions  of  his  own,  or  thofe  of  which  his 
whole  order  lay  under  an  accufation  ■  ■  -  faj's  unto 
Jesus  in  the  29th  verfe — And  who  is  my  neighbour  ? 
Though  the  demand  at  firft  fight  may  feem  utterly 
trifling,  yet  was  it  far  from  being  fo  in  faft.  For 
accordiug  as.  you  underflood  the  term  in  a  more  or 
icfs  reftrained  fenfe  it  produced  many  neceffary 
variations  in  the  duties  you  owed.from  that  relation.—. 
Our  blelTed  SaviouR,  to  redify  any  partial  and  per- 
nicious miflake  in  this  matter,  and  to  place  at  once 
this  duty  of  the  love  of  ou.r  neighbour  upon  its  true 
bottom  of  philanthropy  and  univerfal  kindnefs,  makes 
anfwer  to  the  propofed  queftion,    not  by  any  far» 

B2 
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fetched  refinement  from  the  fchools  of  the  Rabbies, 
which  might  have  fooner  filenced  than  convinced  the 
man — ^but  by  a  direft  appeal  to  human  nature  in  aa 
inftance  he  relates  of  a  man  falling  amongil  thieves, 
left  in  the  greateil  diftrefs  imaginable,  till  by  qhance 
a  Samaritan,  an  utter  ftranger,  CQming  where  he 
was,  bj  an  3&  of  great  goodnefs  and  compaffion^ 
not  only  relieved  hi^  at  prefent,  but  took  him  under 
his  proteAion,  and  generoufly  provided  for  his  future 
fafety. 

On  the  clofe  of  which  engaging  account — our 
Saviour  appeals  to  the  man^s  own  heart  in  the  firfl 
verfc  of  the  text— — fFWcj^  now  ofthefe  three,  thinkejl 
thoUf  was  neighbour  untojifim  that /ell  among fi  the 
thieves  ?  and,  inftead  of  drawing  the  inferetfce  him- 
felf,  leaves  him  to  decide  in  favour  of  .fo  noble  a 
principle  fo  evidently  founded  in  mercyr  .  The 
lawyer,  AxuSt  with  the  truth  and  juftice  of  the  doc* 
trine,  and  frankly  acknowledged  the  force  of  it,  our 
bleHed  Saviour  concludes  the  debate  with  a  ihort 
.adinonition,  that  he  would  pradife  what  he  had  ap- 
proved,-—and  go,  and  imitate  that  fair  example  of 
univerfal  benevolence  which  it  had  fet  before  him. 

Jn  the  remaining  part  of  the  difcourfe  I  fball  fol- 
low  the  fame  plan ;  and  therefore  ifaall  beg  leave  to 
enlarge  firft  upon  the  ftory  itfclf,  with  fuch  refleftions 
as  will  arife  from  it ;  and  conclude,  as  our  Saviour 
has  done,  with  the  fame  exhortation  to  kindnefs  and 
humanity  which  naturally  falls  from  it. 

A  certain  man,  fays  our  Saviour,  went  down 
from  Jerufalem  to  Jericho,  and  fell  among  thieves, 
who  dripped  bim  of  his  raiment,  and  departed,  leav- 
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ing  him  half-dead.     There  is  fomething  in  our  na- 
ture which  engages  ns  to  take  part  in  everj  accident 
to  which  man  is  fubjed   from  what  canfe  foever  it 
may  have  happened :  bat  in  fuch  calamities  as  a  man 
has  fallen  into    through    mere    misfortune^     to  be 
charged  upon    no   fault  or  indifcretion  of  himfelf, 
here  is  fomething  then  fo  truly  interefting,  that  at  the 
firft  fight  we  generally  make  them  our  own,  not  al« 
together  from  a  refiedion  that  they  might  have  been, 
or  may  be  fo,  but  oftener  from  a  certain  generoficy 
and  tendemefs  of  nature  which  difpofes  us  for  com- 
pafTion,   abflra^cd  from  all  confiderations  of  felf :  fo 
that  w.ithout  any  obfervable  zGt  of  the  will,  we  fuffer 
with  the   unfortunate,  and  feel  a  weight  upon  our 
fpirits,  we  know  not  why,   on  feeing  the  mod  com- 
mon inftances  of  theit  diftrefs.       But    where  the 
fpedacle  is   uncommonly  tragical,  an(|  complicated 
with  many  circumflances  of  mifery,  the  mind  is  then 
taken  captive  at  once,  and  were  it  inclined  to  it,  has 
no  power  to  make  refiftance,  but  furrenders  itfeif  to 
all  the   tender  emotions  of  pity  and  deep  concern* 
So  that  when  one  confiders  this  friendly  part  of  our 
nature  without  looking  farther,  one  would  think  it 
impuflible  for  a  man  to  look  upon   mifery  without 
finding  himfelf  in  fome  meafure  attached  to  the  in- 
tereft   of  him   who  fuffers  it-      I   fay,  one  would 
think   it  iropoffible— for  there  are  fome  tempers 
—how   Ihall  I  defcribe  them  ?  formed  either  of 

fuch  impenetrable  matter,  or  wrought  up  by  habitual 
felfiflinefs  to  fuch  an  utter  infenfibiltty  of 'What  be- 
comes of  the  fortunes  of  their  fellow- creatures,  as'  if 
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they  were  not  partakers  of  the  fame  nature,  or  had 
no  lot  or  conneftion  at  all  with  the  fpecies. 

Of  this  chara<5ler,  our  Saviour  produces  two 
difgraceful  inftances  in  the  behaviour  of  a  Prieft  and 
a  Levite,  whom  in  this  account  he  rcprefcnts  as 
coming  to  the  place  where  the  unhappj  man  was;-^— 
both  pafling  bj  without  either  ftretching  forth  a 
hand  to  afBft,  or  uttering  a  word  to  comfort  him  in 
his  diflrefs. 

And  by  chance  there  came  down  a  certain  prieft  ! 
— Merciful  God  !  that  a  teacher  of  thjr  religion 
fliould  ever  want  humanity— -or  that  a  man  whofe 
head  might  be  thought  full  of  the  one,  (hould  have  a 
heart  void  of  the  other  !  This  however  was  the  cafe 
before  us  and  though  in  theory  one  would  fcarce 
fufpeA  that  the  lead  pretence  to  religion,  and  an 
open  difregar^  to  fo  main  a  part  of  it,  could  ever 
meet  together  in  one  perfon  ;  yet  in  fa  A  it  is  no  fic- 
titious charaAer. 

Look  into  the  world  ■  how  often  do  you  behold 
a  fordid  wretch,  whofe  ftrait  heart  Hs  open  to  no 
man's  afflidion,  taking  (belter  behind  an  appearance 
of  piety,  and  putting  on  the  garb  of  religion,  which 
none  but  the  merciful  and  compaffionate  have  a  title 
to  wear.  Take  notice  with  what  fandity  he  goes  to 
the  end  of  his  days,  in  the  fame  felfifli  tra£l  in  which 

he  at  firft  fet  out ^turning   neither  to  the  right 

hand  nor  to  the  left — but  plods  on — pores  all  his  life 
long  upon  the  ground,  as  if  afraid  to  look  up,  left 
peradventure  he  ihould  fee  aught  which  might  turn 
him  one  moment  out  of  that  ftraight  line  ^here  intereft 
is  carrying  him ;— or  if,  by  chance,  he  Humbles  upon 
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a  baplefs  objeA  of  diftrefs,  which  threatens  fuch  a 
difafter  to  him — like  the  man  here  reprefented,  de» 
votuly  paffing  bj  on  the  other  fide,  as  if  unwilling  to 
truft  htmfelf  to.  the  impreilions  of  nature,  or  hazard 
the  inconveniences  which  pity  might  lead  him  into 
upon  the  occafion. 

There  is  but  one  (Iroke  wanting  in  this  pi  dure  of 
an  unmerciful  man  to  render  the  charafter  utterly 
odionsy  and  that  our  SAVioua  gives  it  in  the  follow- 
inj  inllance  he  relates  up6n  it.  And  likewife,  fays 
he,  A  Lruite  ^vben  be  was  at  the  place,  came  and  looked 
at  him.  It  was  not  a  tranfient  overfight,  the  hafty 
or  illadvifed  negleft  of  an  unconfidering  humour, 
with  which  the  bed  difpofed  are  fometimes  overtaken, 
and  led  on  beyond  the  point  where  other  wife  they 
would  have  wifhed  to  flop  No  f — ron  the  contrary, 
it  had  all  the  aggravation  of  a  deliberate  adt  of  iufen- 
fibility  proceeding  fronf  a  bad  heart.  When  he  was 
at  the  place,  he  came  and  looked  at  him,r— confid«red 
his  misfortunes,  gave  time  for  reafon  and  nature  to 
have  awoke — ^faw  the  imminent  danger  he  was  in — 
and  the  prefRng  neceffity  ofimnxediate  help,  which 

fo  violent  a  cafe  called  aloud  for  \  and  after  all 

turned  afide,  and  unmercifully  left  him  to  all  the 
diftreiTes  of  his  condition. 

In  all  unmerciful  adions  the  word  of  men  pay 
this  compliment  at  lead  to  humanity,  as  to  endeavour 
to  wear  as  much  of  the  appearance  of  it,  as  the  cafe 
will  well  let  them  ; — fo  that  in  the  harded  afts  a  man 
ftall  be  guilty  of,  he  has  feme  motives,  true  or  falfe^ 
always  ready  to  offer,  either  to  fatisfy  himfelf  or  the 
world,  and^  God  knows,  too  often  to  ina   pofehotU 
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upon  the  one  and  the  other.    And  therefore  it  would 
b^  no  hard  matter  here  to  give  a  probable  guefs  at 
what  pafled  in  the  Levite's  mind  in  the  prefent  cafe, 
and  fhow,  was  it  ncceffarj,  by  what  kind  of  cafuiftry 
he  fettled  the  matter  with  his  confcience  as  he  pafled 
by,  and  guarded  all  the  paffages  to  his  heart  againi| 
the  inroads  which  pity  might  attempt  to  make  upon 
the  occafion. — But  it  is  j)ainful  to  dwell  long  upon 
this  difagreeable  part  of  the  ftory  j  I  therefore  haften 
to  the  concluding  incident  of  it,  which  is  fo  amiable, 
that  one  cannot  eaiily  be  too  copious  in  refleflions 
upon  it. — And  behold,  fays  our  Saviour,  a  certain 
Samaritan  as  he  journeyed  came  where  he  was  ;  and 
when  he  faw  him  he  had   compaflSon  on   him — and 
went  to  him — bound  up  his  wounds,  pouring  in  oil 
and  wine— fet  him  upon  his.  own  bead,  brought  him 
to  an  inn,  and  took  care  of  him.     I  fuppofe,  it   will 
be  fcarce  neceflary  here  to  remind  you  that  the  J^iws 
had  no  dealings  with  the  Samaritans. — An  old  reli- 
gious grudge — the  word  of  all  grudges,  had  wrought 
fuch  a  diflike  between  both   people,  that  they   held 
tliemfelves  mutually -difcharged  not  only  from  all  of- 
fices of  friendftiip  and  kindnefs,   but  even  from  the 
moft  common  afts  of  courtefy   and  good  manners* 
This  operated  fo  ftrongly  in  our   Saviour's  time, 
that  the  woman  of  Samaria  feemed   aftoniflied  that 
he,  being  a  Jew,  fliould  ajk  water  of  her  who  was  a 
Samaritan; — fo  that  with  fuch  a  prepoffeffion,  how- 
ever diftrefsful  the  cafe  of  tie  unfortunate  man  was, 
and  how  reafonably  foever  he  might  plead  for  pity 
from  another  man,  there   was  little  aid  or  confola- 
tion  to  be  looked  for  from  fo  unpromifing  a  quarter. 
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Maa  !  after  I  have  been  twee  faffed  bf,  negleBed  by 
me»  of  my  awn  nation  and  religion^  bound  byfo  many  ties 
to  ajfift  me^  left  here  friendlefs  and  unfitted  both  by  a 
Prieft  and  a  Levite,  men  wbofe  profsffion  andfuperior 
advantages  of  knowledge^  could  not  Uave  them  in  the 
dark  in  what  manner  they  fbould  difcharge  this  debt 
vdncb  my  condition  claims  after  this  what  hopes  ! 
ti'bat  expectations  from  apaffenger^  not  only  ajlranger 
hut  a  Samaritan^  releafed  from  all  obligations  to  me^ 
and  by  a  national  dijlike  itemed  by  mutiuU  ill  offices ^ 
MOW  made  my  enemy ^  and  more  likely  to  rejoice  at  the 
evils  which  hceoe  fallen  upon  me^  than  to  flretch  forth  a 
hand  to  fave  me  from  them  I 

*Tis  no  unnatural  feliloquy  to  imagine ;  but  die 
aftioQs  of  generous  and  compaiBonate  tempers  baffle 
all  little  reafonings  about  them.  True  charity,  in 
the  Apoftle's    defcription,  as  it  is  kind,  and  is  not 

eafily  provoked,  fo  it'manifefted  this  Gb;ira&er  here  ; 
—for  we  find  when  he  came  where  he  was,  and  be- 
held his  diftrefs— ^1  the  unfriendly  paffions,  which 
at  another  time  might  have  rofe  within  him,  now  ut-» 
terly  forfook  him  and  fled :  when  he  faw  his  mis- 
fortunes—he forgot  his  enmity  towards  the  man,*** 
dropped  all  the  prejudices  which  education  had  plant»» 
ed  againft  him,  and  in  the  room  of  them,  all  that 
was  good  and  compalfionate  was  fufiered  to  fpeak  ia 
his  behalf. 

In  benevolent  natures  the  impulfe  to  pity  is  fo  fnd- 
den,  that  like  inilruments  ai  mufic  which  obey  the 
touch  ■  ■  the  objeAs  which  are  fitted  to  excite  fuch 
impreffions  work  fo  infiantaneous  au'  effe£^,  that  you 
would  think  the  will  was  fcarce  concerned,  and  that 
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the  mind  was  altogether    paffive   in  ihe  fympathy 
ivhich  her  own  goodnefs  has  excited.     The    truth  *is 
'  ■■  ■  the  foul  is  generally  in  fuch  cafes  fo  bufily  taken 
up  and  wholly  engroffcd  by  the  objeS  of  pity^  tliat 
fhe  does  not  attend  to  her  own  operations^  or    take 
leifure  to  examine  the  principles  upon  which  fh^  ads. 
So  that  the  Samaritan,  though  the  moment  he  faiv 
him  he  had  compaf&on  on  him,  yet,  fudden  as   the 
'emotion  is  reprefented,  you  are  not  to  imagine   that 
it  was  mechanical,  but  that  there  was  a  fettled  prin- 
ciple of  humanity  and  gooduefs  which  operated  -with- 
in him,  and  influenced  not  only  the  fir  ft  impulfe  of 
kindnefs,  but  the  continuation   of  it  throughout  the 
reft  of  fo  engaging  a  behaviour.     And  becaufe  it  is 
a  pleafure  to  look  into  a  good  mind,  and  trace  out  as 
far  as  one  is  able,  what  paftes  within  it  on  fuch  oc- 
ca&ons,  I  ihall  beg  leave  for  a   moment  to  fiate  an 
account  of  what   was  likely -to 'pafs  in  his,  and.  in 
what  manner  fo  diftrefeful  a  cafe  would  neceftarily 
work  upon  fuch  a  difpofition. 

As  he  approached  the  place  where  the  unfortanate 
nan  lay^  the  tnftant  he  beheld  him,  no  doubt  fame 
fuch  train  of  rcfle&ions  as  this  would  rife  in  his 
mind  :  "  Oood  God !  what  a  fpeftacle  of  mifery  do 

*•  I  behold  !— a  man  firipped  of  his  rsCimerit 

^  wounded— -—lying  languiftiing  before  me  upon 
*•  the  ground,  juft  ready  to  expire,  without  the 
**  comfort  of  a  friend  to  fupport  .him  in  his  laft 
**  agonies,  or  the  profpe^t  of  a  hand  to  cloie  his  eyes 
**  when  his  pains  are  over.  But  perhaps  my  concern 
"  fhould  leffen,  when  I  refleft  on  the  relations  in 
<<  which  we  ilaQd  (o  each  other— that  he  is  a  Jevr, 
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**  and  I  a  Samaritan. — ^But  arc  we  not  ftill  botb  men  ; 
**  partakers  of  the  fame  nature —  and  fubjcA  to  the 

**  fame  evils  ! Let  me  change  conditions   with 

"  him  for  a  moment,  and  confider,  had  his  lot  bc- 
**  -fallen  me  as  I  journejed   in   the  way,  ivhat  mea* 
*^  fure  I  (bonld  have  expe&ed  at  his  hand. — Should 
^  I  wi(h,   when  he  beheld  me  wounded  and  half* 
^  dead,  that  he  Ihould  ihut  up  his  bowels  of  com- 
^  paf&on  from  me,  and  double  the  weight  of  my 
**  miferies  bj  paffing  bj  and  leaving  them  unpitied? 
^  But  1  am  a  ft  ranger  to  the  man  ^         be  it  fo. 
**  but  I  am  no  ilranger  \o  his  cc^ition— — misfor* 
**  tunes  are  of  no  particular  tribe  or  nation,  but  be* 
**  long  to  us  all ;  and  have  a  general  claim  upon  us^ 
**  without  diftinclioQ  of  climate,  country,  or  reli« 
**  gion.     Beiides,  though  I  am  a  ilranger— 'tis  na 
**  fault  of  his  that  I  do  not  know  him,,  and  therefore 
**  unequitable  he  fhoi^d  fuffer  by  it  : — Had  I  knowa 
**  him   poiEbly  I  ihould  have  had  caufe  to  love  and 
**  pity  him  the  more — For  aught  I  know,  he  is  fome 
''  one  of  uncommon  merit,  who£e  life  is   rendered 
**  dill  mdre  precious,  as  the  lives  and  happtnefs   o£ 
**  others  may  be  involved  in  it  r  perhaps  at  this    in- 
**  flant  that  he  lies  here  forfaken,  in  all  this  mifery^ 
"  a  whole  virtuous  family  Is  joyfully  looking  for  his 
**  return,  and  affe£tionately  counting  the  hours  of 
**  his  delay.     Oh  !   did  they  know   what  evil    had 
"  befallen  him— —how  would  they  fly  ta  fuccour 
"  him  !          Let  me  then  haften  to  fupply  thofe  ten- 
der offices  of  binding  up  his  wounds,  and  carry- 
ing him  to  a  place  of  fafety^ or,  if  that  affid- 

aace  comes  too  late,  I  (hall  comfort  him  at   kaOt 
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"  in  his  lad  hour—- — and,  if  I  cair  do  nothing  elfe, 
**  I  fliall  fofiten  his  misfortunes  bj- dropping  a 

**  tear  of  pity  over  them.'' 

'Tis  almoil  necefiarjr  to  imagine  the  good  Samari- 
tan was  influenced  by  fome  fuch  thoughts  as  thefe, 
from  the  uncommon  generofity  of  his  behaviour, 
"which  is  reprefented  by  our  Saviour  operating  like 
the  v^arm  zeal  of  a  brother,  mixed  with  the  affec- 
tionate difcretion  and  care  of  a  parent^  who  was  not 
fatisfied  with  taking  him  under  his  protedion,  and 
fuppljing  his  prefent  wants,  but  in  looking  forwards 
for  him,  and  takifg  care  that  his  wants,  ffaould  be 
fupplied  when  he  £bou)d  be  gone,  and  no  longer  near 
to  befriend  him. 

I  think  there  needs  no  ftronger  argument  to  prove 
how  univerfally  and  deeply  the  feeds  of  this  virtue  of 
compaffion  are  planted  in  the  heart  of  man,  than  in 
the  pleafure  we  take  in  fuch  reprefentations^of  it  : 
and  though  fome  men  have  reprefented    human  na- 
ture in  other  colours  (though  to   what  end  I  know 
not},  yet  the  matter  of  faft  is  fo  ftrongagainll  them, 
that  from  the  general  propenfity  to  pity  the  unfor- 
tunate, we  exprefs  that  fenfation  by  the  word  hu*  • 
manity^  as  if  it  was  infi^parable  from   our    nature. 
That  it  is  not  infeparabky  I  have  allowed  in  the  for- 
mer part  of  this  difcourfe,  from  fome  reproachful  in. 
ftanccs  of  felfifh  tempers,  which  feem  to  take  part  in 
nothing  beyond  themfelves:  yet  I  am  perfuaded,  and 
affirm  'tis  ft  ills  fo  great  and  noble  a  part  of  our  na- 
ture, that  a  man  muft  do  great   violence  to  himfelf, 
and  fufFer  many  a  painful    confliS,    before  he  has 
brought  himfelf  to  a  di&rent  difpofition. 
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lis  obrervable  in  the  foregotog  account,  that  when 
the  prieft  came  to  the  place  where  he  was,  be  pafled 
bj  on  the  other  fide  He  might  hav^  pajGed  by, 
jon*ll  faj,  without  turning  afide.  No,  there  is  a 
fecret  (hame  which  attends  every  aft  of  inhumanity, 
not  to  be  conquered  in  the  hardefl  natures  ;  fo  that, 
as  in  other  cafes,  fo  efpeciallj  in  this,  many  a  roan 
will  do  a  cruel  zSt,  who  at  the  fame  time  will  bluih 
to  look  you  in  the  face,  and  is  forced  to  turn  afide 
before  he  can  have  a  heart  to  execute  his  purpofe. 

Inconfiftent  creature  that  man  is  !  who  at  that  in- 
{lant  that  he  does  iwhat  is  wrong,  is  not  able  to 
withhold  his  teftimony  to  what  is  good  and  praife- 
worthy. 

I  have  now  done  with  the  parable,  which  was  the 
firft  part  propofed  to  be  co'nfidered  in  this  difcourfe  ; 
and  ihould  proceed  to  the  fecond,  which  fo  naturally 
falls  from  it,  of  exhorting  you,  as  our  Saviour  did 
the  lawyer  upon  it,  to  go  and  do  fo  likewife  ;  but  I 
have  been  fo  copious  in  my  reflexions  upon  the  fiory 
itfelf,  that  I  find  I  have  infenfibly  incorporated  into 
them  aimed  all  that  I  (hould  have  faid  here  in  re- 
commending fo  amiable  an  example  ;  by  which  means 
I  have  unawares  anticipated  the  talk  I  propofed*     I 
(ball  therefore  detain  you  no  longer  than  with  a  fingle 
remark  upon  the  fubje£):  in  general,  which  is  this  : 
Tis  obfervable  in  many  places  of  fcripture,  that  our 
blcfled  Saviour,  in  defcribing  the  day  of  judgment,' 
docs  it  in  fuch  a  manner,  as  if  the  great  inquiry  then, 
w.as  to  relate  principally  to  this  one  virtue  of  com- 
paflion        .and  as  if  our  final  fentence  at  that  fo* 
lemnity  was  to  be  pronounced  exa£tty  according  to 
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the  degrees  of  it.  "  I  .was  a  hungered  and. ye  gave 
**  me  meat — thirftj,  and  ye  gave  toe  drmk— naked, 
**  and  ye  clothed  me — I  was  fick^  and  ye  vifited  me 
*'  — in  prifon  and  ye  came  \jnto  me,'*  Not  that  we 
are  to  imagine  from  thence,  as  if  any  other  good  or 
evil  aftion  fliould  then  be  overlooked^ by  the  eye  of 
the  All-feeing  Judge,  but  barely  to  intimate  to  us, 
that  a  charitable  sn^d  benevolent  difpofition  is  fo 
principal  and  ruling  a  part  of  a  man's  character,  as 
to  be  a  confiderable  teft,  by  itfelf,  of  the  whole  frame 
and  temper  of  his  mind,  with  which  all  other^virtuts 
and  vices  refpeftively  rife  and   fall,  and   will  almofi 

neceffarily  be  connefted Tell  me  therefore   of  a 

compaflionate  man,  you  reprefent  to  me  a  man  of  a 
thoufand  other  good  qualities— — on  whom  I  can  de- 
pend— whom  I  may  fafely  truft  with  my  wife — my 
children,  my  fortune  and  reputation — 'Tis   for   this, 

as  the  Apoflle  argues  from  the  fame   principle 

*'  that  he  will  not  commit  adultery that  he  will  not 

**  kill — that  he  will  not  fteal — that  he  will  not  bear 
"  falfe^  witnefs."  That  is,  the  forrows,  which  are  (lir- 
red  up  in  men's  hearts  by  fuch  trefpafles,  are  fo 
tenderly  felt  by  a  compaflionate  man,  that  it  is  not 
in  his  power  or  his  nature  to  commit  them. 

So  that  well  might  he  conclude,  that  charity,  by 
which  he  means  the  love  to  your  neighbour,  was  the 
end  of  the  commandment,  and  that  whofoever  fulfil- 
led it,  had  fulfilled  the  law. 

Now  to  God,  l^c^     Amen.. 
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a  SAMUKL  zii.  7.  ift  part. 
And  Nathan  faid  unto  David,  Thon  art  the  man. 

1  HERE  is  no  hidorical  pafTage  in  fcripture  which 
gives  a  more  remarkable  inilance  of  the  deceitfulnefs 
of  the  heart  of  man  to  itfelf^  and  of  how  little  we 
tnilj  know  of  ourfelves,  than  this  ;  wherein  David 
is  coavi&ed  out  of  his  own  mouthy  and  is  led  bj  the 
prophet  to  condemn  and  pronounce  a  fevere  judg- 
ment upon  another^  for  an  a6l  of  injuftice,  which 
he  had  pafTed  over  in  himfelf,  and  poffiblj  reconciled 
to  his  own  confcience.  To  know  one's  felf,  one 
would  think,  could  be  no  verj  difficult  Itthn  : — for 
who,  you'll  fay,  can  well  be  trulj  ignorant  of  him- 
felf and  the  true  difpofition  of  his  own  heart  ?  If  a 
man  thinks  at  all,  he  cannot  be  a  ftranger  to  what 

• 

pafles  there— ——he  muft  be  confcious  of  his  own 
thoughts  and  deiires,  he  muft  remember  his  paft 
purfuits,  and  the  true  fprings  and  motives  which  in 
general  have  dire&ed  the  adions  of  his  life  :  he  maj 
hang  out  falfe  colours  and  deceive  the  world,  but- 
how  can  a  man  deceive  himfelf  ?  That  a  man  can—- 
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is  evident,  becaufe  he  daily  does  fo.-— Scripture  tells 

usy  and  gives  us  many  hiftorical  proofs  of  it,  befides 

this  to  which  the  text  refers— < — **  That  the  heart  of 

man  is  treacherous  to  itfelf,  and  deceitful  above  ail 
things  ;*'  and  experience  and  every  hoar's  com* 

merce  with  the  world  confirms  the  truth  of  this 
feeming  paradox,  "  That  though  man  is  the  onljr. 
**  creature  endowed  with  reflexion,  and  confequent- 
«*  ly  qualified  to  know  the  mod  of  himfclf,— yet  fo 
**  it  happens,  that  he  generally  knows  the  leaft 
**  and,  with  aU  the  power  which  God  has  given  him 
'*  of  turning  his  eyes  inward  upon  himfelf,  and  tak-* 
"  ing  notice  of  the  'chain  of  his  own  thoughts  and 
^'  defires — ^yet,  in  fad,  is  generally  xfo  inattentive, 
'*  but  alwa^rs'  fo  partial  an  obferver  of  what  pafles, 
**  that  he  is  as  much,  nay  often,  a  much  greater 
.  **  ft  ranger  to  his  own  difpofition  and  true  charade  r, 
«  than  all  the  world  befides." 

By  what  means  he  is  brought  under  fo  manifeft 
a  delufion,  and  how  he  fuffers  himfelf  to  be  fo  grofs- 
ly  impofed  upon  in  a  point  in  which  he  is  capable  of 
knowing  fo  much  better  than  others,  is  not  hard  to 
give  an  account  of ;  nor  need  we  feek  farther  for  it, 
than  amongil  the  caufes  which  are  every  day  per* 
verting  his  reafon,  and  ibiileadiog  him.  We  are 
deceived  in  judging  of  ourfelves,  juft  as  we  are  in 
judging  of  other  things,  when  our  paffions  aod  in- 
clinations are  called  in  as  counfellors  ;  and  we  fuffer 
ourfelves  to  fee  and  reafon  juft  fo  far  and  no  farther 
than  they  give  us  leave.  How  hard  do  we  find  it  to 
pafs  an  equitable  and  found  judgment  in  a  matter 
where  our  intereft  is  deeply  concerned  !         and  even 
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where  there  is  the  remoteft  confideration  of  fel^  con- 
neded  with  the  point  before  us,  what  a  ftrange  bias 
does  it  hang  upon  our  minds^  and  how  difficult  is  it 
to  difengage  our  judgments  entirely  from  it !  with 
what  relu&ance  are  we  brought  to  think  evil  of  a 
friend  whom  v/e  have  long  loved  and  efieemed  ?  and 
though  there  happens  to  be  flrong  appearances  againft 
liiin  how  apt  are  we  to  overlook  or  put  favourable 
conftrudions  upon  them,  and  even  fometimes,  when 
our  zeal  and  friendfliip  tranfport  us,  to  afCgn  the 
beft  and  kindeft  motives  for  the  word  and  moil  un« 
juftiliable  parts  of  his  condu6l ! 

We  are  iliil  worfe  cafuifls,  and  the  deceit  is  pro- 
portionablj  flronger  with  a  man,  when  he  is  going 
to  judge  of  himfelf— — that  dearell  of  all  parties, 
fo  clofely  conneded  with  him— fo  much  and»fo  long 
beloved  of  whom  he  has  fo  early  conceived  the 
bigheft  opinion  and  efteem,  and  with  whofe  merit 
be  has  all  along,  no  doubt,  found  fo  much  reafon  to 
be  contented.  It  is  not  an  eafy  matter  to  be  fevere, 
where  there  is  fuch  an  impulfe  to  be  kind,  or  to  ef- 
face at  once  all  the  tender  impreffions  in  favour  of  fo 
old  a  friend,  which  difabled  us  from  thinking  of  him 
as  he  IS,  and  feeing  him  in  the  light,  may  be,  in 
which  every  one.elfe  fees  him. 

So  that  however  eafy  this  knowldge  of  one*s  felf 
2Day  appear  at  firfl  fight,  it  is  otherwife  when  we 
come  to  examine  ;  fince  not  only  in  praftice,  but 
even  in  fpeculation  and  theory,  we  find  it  one  of  the 
hardeft  and  moft  painful  leflbns.  Some  of  the  earlieft 
mftrnftors  o^ mankind,  no  doubt,  fouad  it  fo  too; 
2ad  tox  that  reafon,  foon  faw  the  neceffity  of  laying 
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fuch  a  ftrefs  upon  this  great  precept  of  felf- know- 
ledge, which,  for  its  excellent  wifdom  and  ufeful- 
ncfs,  many  of  them  fuppofed  to  be  a  divine  direc- 
tion ;  that  it  came  down  from  Heaven,  and  compre- 
hended the  whole  circle  both  of  the  knowledge  and 
the  duty  of  man.  And  indeed  their  zeal  might  eafily 
be  allowed  in  fo  high  an  encomium  upon  the  attain- 
ment of  a  virtue,  the  want  of  which  fo  often  baffled 
their  inftruftions,  and  rendered  their  endeavours  of 
reforming  the  heart  vain  and  ufelefs.  For  who  could 
think  of  a  reformation  of  the  faults  within  him,  who 
knew  not  where  they  lay,  or  could  fet  about  correct- 
ing, till  he  had  firft  come  to  a  fenfe  of  the  defeds 
which  required  it  ? 

But  this  was  a  point  always  much  eafier  recom- 
mended  by  public  inft'ruftors,  than  fliown  how  to 
be  put  in  praftice:  and  therefore  others,  who  equally 
fought  the  reformation  of  mankind,  obferving,  that 
thi,s  dired  road  which  led  to  it  was  guarded  on  all 
fides  by  felf-love,  and  conefquently  very  difficult  to 
open  accefs,  foon  found  out  that  a  different  and 
more  artful  courfe  was  requifite :  as  they  had  not 
ftrength  to  remove  this  flattering  paflion  which  ftood 
in  their  way,  and  blocked  up  all  the  paffages  to  the 
heart,  they  endeavoured  by  ftratagem  to  get  beyond 
it,  and  by  a  fkilful  addrefs,  if  poflible,  to  deceive  it. 
This  gave  rife  to  ,the  early  manner  of  conveying  their 
inftrudlions  in  parables,  fables,  and  fuch  fort  of  in- 
diredl  applications,  which,  though  they  could  not 
conquer  this  principle  of  felf-love,  yet  often  laid  it 
afleep,  or  at  leaft  over- reached  it  for  a  few  momenta, 
till  a  iud  judgment  could  be  procured^ 
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The  prophet  Nathan  fcems  to  have  been  a  great 
mailer  in  this  way  of  addrefs.  David  had  greatly 
difpleafed  God  by  two  grievous  fins  which  he  had 
coiDmittted)  and  the  prophet's  commiffion  was,  to  go 
and  bring  him  to  a  convi£li6n  of  them,  and  touch 
bis  heart  with  a  fenfe  of  guilt  for  what  he  had  done 
agaiaS  the  honour  and  life  x>f  Uriah. 

The  holy  man  knew,  that  was  it  any  one*s  cafe 
but  David's  own,  no  man  would  have  been  fo  quick* 
fightcd  in  difceming  the  nature  of  the  injury,  ■ 
more  ready  to  have  redreffed  it,  or-  who  would  have 
felt  more  compafEon  for  the  party  who  had  fuffered 
it,  than  he  himfelf. 

Inftead  therefore  of  declaring  the  real  intention  of 
his  errand,  by  a  dired  accufation  and  reproof  for 
the  crimes  he  had  committed ;  he  comes  to  him  with 
a  fiftitious  complaint  of  a  cruel  ad  of  injuftice  done 
by  another  :  and  accordingly  he  frames  a  cafe,  not 
fo  parallel  to  David's  as  he  fuppofed  would  awaken 
his  fufpicion^  and  prevent  a  patient  and  candid  hear. 
ing,  and  yet  not  fo  void  of  refemblance  in  the  main 
circumftances,  as  to  fail  of  flriking  him  when  ihown 
in  a  proper  light.  .    . 

And  Nathan  came  and  faid  unto  him,  **  There 
**  were  two  men  in  one  city,  the  one  rich  and  the 
**  other  poor  the  rich  man  had  exceeding  many 
**  flocks  and  herds,  but  the  poor  man  bad  nothing 
"  &ve  one  little  ewe-lamb  which  he  had  bought  and 
**  nourifiied  up—and    it    grew    up  together  with* 

**  him  and  with   his  children^ it  did  eat  of  his* 

^*  own  meat,   and  drink  of  his  own  cup,  and  lay  in: 
^  bis  boCom^  and  was  unto  him  as  a  daughter* 
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**  and  there  came  a  traveller  unto  the  rich  man,  and 
**  he  fpared  to  take  of  his  own  fiocky  and  of  his  ow^n 
^  herd  to  drefs  for  the  wayfaring  man  that  was  come 
**  unto  him,  but  took  the  poor  man's  lamb  and  drell. 
**  fed  it  for  the  man  that  was  come  unto  him.*' 

The  cafe  was  drawn  up  with  great  judgment  and 
beauty,  the  feveral  minute  circuniftances  ivhich 
heightened    the    injury    truly   affeding,  and    fo 

ftrongly  urged,  that  it  would  have  been  impoflSble 
for  any  man  with  a  previous  fenfe  of  guilt  upon  his 
mind,  to  have  defended  himfelf  from  fome  degree  of 
remorfe,  which  it  mud  naturally  have  excited. 

The  ftory,  though  it  fpoke  only  of  the  injuflice 
and  oppi^ffive  a&  of  another  man— yet  it  pointed 
to  what  he  had  lately  done  himfelf,  with  all  the  cir- 
cumfiances  of  its  aggravation  ;        .and  withal^   the 
whole  waa  fo  tenderly  addrefled  to  the  heart  and 
paffionSf  as  to  kindle  at  once  the  utmoft  horror  and 
indignation.     And  fo  it  did, — but  n6t  againil   the 
proper  perfon,     Ii\..his  tranfport  he  forgot  himfelf ; 
«— his  anger  geatly  kindled  againft  the  man,-^and 
he  faid  unto  Nathan,  **  As  the  Lord  liveth^  the 
**  man  that  hath  done  this  thing  (hall  furely   die, 
<'  and  he  fliall  reftore  the  lamb  fourfold,  becaufe   he 
^  did  this  thing,  and  becaufe  he  had  no  pity.** 

It  can  fcarce  be  doubted  here,  but  that  David's 
anger  was  real,  and  that  he  was  what  he  appeared 
to  be,  greatly  provoked  and  ezafperated  againft  the 
offender ;  and,  indeed,  his  fentence  againft  him 
proves  he  was  fo  above  meafure.  For  ^o  punifli  the 
man  with  death,  and  oblige  him  to  reftore  iburfbld 
bcfides,  was  highly  unequitable,  and  not  only  dif- 
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proportioned  to  the  offence,  but  far  above  tbe  utmoft 
rigour  and  feveritj  of  the  law,  which  allowed  a  much 
fofter  atonement,  requiring,  in  fuch  a  cafe,  no  mort 
than  an  ample  reftltution  and  recompenfe  in  kind. 
The  judgment,  however,  feems  to  have  been  truly 
fincere  and  well-meant,  and  befpoke  rather  the  ho« 
oeft  rafhnefs  of  an  unfufpicious  judge,  than  the  cool 
determination  of  a  confcious  and  guilty  man,  who 
knew  he  was  going  to  pafs  fentence  upon  himfelf* 

I  take  notice  of  this  particular,  becaufe  it  places 
this  inftance  of  felf-deceit,  which  is  the  fubjeA  of 
the  difcourfe,  in  the  ftrongeft  light,  and  fully  de« 
monftrates  the  truth  of  a  fa£t  in  this  great  man, 
which  happens  every  day  among  ourfelves,  namely, 
that  a  man  may  be  guilty  of  very  bad  and  diihoneft 
aftions,  and  yet  refiefl:  fo  little,  or  fo  partially,  upoo 
what  he  has  done,  as  to  keep  his  confcience  free,  not 
only  from  guilt,  but  even  the  remoteft  fufpicions, 
that  he  is  the  man  which  in  truth  he  is,  and  what 
the  tenor  and  evidence  of  his  life  demonflrate.  If 
we  look  into  the  world— David's  is  no  uncommon 
cafe ;  we  fee  fome  one  or  other  perpetually 
copying  this  bad  original,  fitting  in  judgment  upon 
himfelf^— -hearing  his  own  caufe,  and  not  knowing 
what  he  is  doing,  hafty  in  pafling  fentence,  and  even 
executing  it  too  with  wrath  upon  the  perfon  of  ano* 
iher,  when,  in  the  language  of  the  prophet,  one 
might  fay  to  him  with  juftice,."  Thou  art  the  man," 

Of  the  many  revengeful,  covetous,  falfe,  and  ill- 
natured  perfons  which  we  complain  of  in  the  world, 
though  we  all  join  in  the  cry  againd  them,  what  man 
amongft  us  fingles  out  himfelf  as  a  criminal,  or  ever 
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once  takes  it  into  his  head  that  he  adds  to  the  numn 
ber  ?— or  where  is  there  a  man  fo  bad,  who  wouU 
not  think  it  the  hardeft  and  moft  unfair  imputation] 
to  have  any  of  thofe  particular  vices  laid  to  hi^ 
charge  ? 

If  he  has  the  fjmptoms  never  fo  ftrong  upon  hinii 
which  he  would  pronounce  infallible  in  another, 
they  are  indications  of  no  fuch  malady  in  himfelf— ^ 
He  fees,  what  no  one  elfc  fees,  fome  fecret  and  flat- 
tering circumdances  in  his  favour,  which  no  doubt 
make  a  wide  difference  betwixt  his  cafe  and  the 
party's  which  he  condemns. 

What  other  man  fpeaks  fo  often  and  vehemently 
againft  the  vice  of  pride,  fets  the  weaknefs  of  it  in  a 
more  odious  light,  or  is  more  hurt  with  it  in  another, 
than  the  proud  man  hirofelf  ?  It  is  the  fame  with  the 
pafEonate,  the  defigning,  the  ambitious,  and  fome 
other  common  charters  in  life  ;  and  being  a  confe- 
quence  of  the  nature  of  fuch  vices,  and  almofl  infe- 
parable  from  them,  the  efFe£ts  of  it  are  generally  fo 
grofs  and  abfurd,  that  where  pity  does  not  forbid,  it 
is  pleafant  to  obferve  and  trace  the  cheat  through  he 
feveral  turnings  and  windings  of  the  heart,  and  de- 
teft  it  through  all  the  ihapes  and  appearances  which 
it  puts  on. 

Next  to  thefe  inftances  of  felf- deceit,  and  utter 
ignorance  of  our  true  difpofition  and  character,  which 
spears  in  not  feeing  that  in  ourfelves  w^hich  fhccks 
us  in  another  man;  there  is  anotherfpeciesflillmore 
dangerous  and  dclulive,  and  which  the  more  guarded 
perpetually  fall  into  from  the  judgments  they  make 
of  different  vices,  according  to   their  age  and  com- 
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plexion,  and  the  various  ebbs  and  flows  of  their  paC- 
fioDs  and  defires. 

To  conceive  this,  let  any  man  look  into  his  own 
heart,  and  obferre  in  how  different  a  degree  of  de- 
teiiation  numbers  of  adions  ftand  there,  though 
equally  bad  and  vitious  in  themfelves  :  he  will  foon 
&id,that  fuch  of  them  as  flrong  inclination  orcuflom 
has  prompted  him  to  commit,  arc  generally  drefTed 
oot  and  painted  with  all  the  falfe  beauties  which  a 
foft  and  flattering  hand  can  give  them  ;  and  that  the 
others,  to  which  he  feels  no  propenfity,  appear  at 
ooce  naked  and  deformed,  furrounded  with  all  the 
true  circumdances  of  their  folly  and  diflionour. 

When  David  furprifed  Saul  fleeping  in  the  cave 
and  cat  oflfthe  ikirt  of  his  robe,  we  read,  his  heart 
fmote  him  for  what  he  had  done:-— ft  range,  it  fmote 
him  not  in  this  matter  of  Uriah,  where  it  had  fo 
much  (Ironger  reafon  to  take  the  alarm.— A  whole 
jear  had  almoft  pafled  from  the  firft  commiffion  of 
this  injuilice,  to  the  time  the  prophet  was  fent  to 
reprove  liim  ;  and  we  read  not  once  of  any  remorfe 
or  compun^ion  of  heart  for  what  he  had  done  :  and 
it  is  not  to  be  doubted,  had  the  fame  prophet  met 
him  when  he  was  returning  up  out  of  the  cave, 
and  told  him,  that,  fcrupulous  and  confcieutious  as 
he  then  feemed  and  thought  himfelf  to  be,  he  was 
deceiving  himfelf,  and  was  capable  of  committing 

the  fouled  and  moft  diftionourable  aftions  : that 

he  Ihould  one  day  murder  a  faithful  and  a  valiant, 
fcrvant,  whom  he  ought  in  juftice  to  have  loved  and 

honoured ; that  he  fliould  without  pity  firft  wound 

him  m  the  tendered  part,  by  taking  away  his  deareft 
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pofleffiony— .and  then  unmercifully  and  treacheroufly 

rob  him  of  his  life.        Had  Nathan  in  a  prophetic 

fpirit  foretold  to  David  that  he  was  capable  of  this, 

and  that  he  fliould  one  day  adually  do  it,  and  from 

no  other  motive  but  the  momentary  gratification  of 

a  bafe  and  )inworthy  paflion,  he  would  have  received 

the  prediftion  with  horror,  and  faid  poflibly  with 

Hazael  upon  juft  fuch  another  occafion,  and  with  the 

fame  ignorance  of  himfelfy-^^FJ/z/ /  if  thy  fervant  a 

dog  that  bejbould  do  this  great  thing  /  and  yet  io  all 

likelihood,  at  that  very  time  t^iere  wanted  nothing 

but  the  fame  degree  of  temptation,  and  the  fi^me  op« 

portunity  to  induce  him  to  the  iin,  which  afterwards 

overcame  him. 

Thus   the  cafe  (lands  with  us  dill.     When  the 
paffions  are  warmed,  and  the  fin  which  prefents  it* 
felf  exaftly  tallies  to  the  defire,  obferve  how  impe- 
'  tuoufly  a  man  will  riifli  into  it,  and  a£t  againft  all 
principles  of  honour,  juftice,  and  mercy.         Talk  to 
him  the  moment  after  upon  the  nature  of  another 
▼ice  to  which  he  is  not  addided,  and  from  which 
-  perhaps  his  age,  his  temper,  or  rank  in  life  fecure 
him  ;  take  notice,  how  well  he  reafons, — with  what 
equity  he  determines, — what  an  honeft  indignatioa 
and  (harpnefs  he  exprefies  againft  it,  and  how  infen- 
fibly  his  anger  kindles  againft  the  man  who  hath 
done  this  thing. 

Thus  we  are  nice  in  grains  and  fcruples,— -— but 
knaves  in  matters  of  a  pound  weight;  every  day 
ftraiaing  at  gnats,  yet  fwallowing  camels  ;-— miferabljr 
cheatmg  ourfelves,  and  torturing  our  reafon,  to  bring 


•is  in  fifcli  a  rcpcrt  of  the^a  as:luils  tbe^prefent  ftp*       J 
petite  oikI  indinationt  :  ,      -         '^^ 

Mod  of  us. are  aware  ^.Juid  preteod > to  .dcttft 
the  barefaced  .infiaflcea  of  that  bjftpocrifj  bj  'which 
meo  deceive  others;  but  few  of  us  are  upon  one  guard 
or  (ec  tliat  more  fatal  hjpocrify  bjr /which  jwe  deceive 
aad  ovter^readi  our  own. hearts*    It  is  a  flatteriog 
and  daagerous   diAemper,  -which  has.  vndone  tbou** 
fands  ^— we  hring  tiie  feeds  of  it  along  with  «s  into 
the  world^-^hey  infenfihly  grow  up  with  us  from 
our   childhood,— Hthej  lie  long  concealed  and  iuidi« 
ilurbed,  and  have,  generally  got  fuch  deep  root  in  our 
matures  bj  the  tiiae  we  are  come  to  jeacs  of  under* 
ilanding  and.  refle^ion^  that  it  requires  .all  we  hav^ 
got  to  defend  onrfelves  from  their  effeCb. 

To  make  thecafeftill  worfe  on.  our  fides, 'tis  with 
this  as-with  every  gricvoud  diftesiper.of  the  body^<»- 
the  remedies  are  dangerous  and  doubtful,  in  propor* 
tioo  to  our  mtftakes  and  ignorance  of  ^caufe  :  for 
in  the  inftances  of  felfndeceit,  though  the  head  is  fick^ 
and  the  whole  heart  Jaint,  the  patient  feidom  knows 
what  he  ails  :  of  all  the  things  we  know  and  learuf 
this  neceflary  knowledge. comes  to  us  the  laft. 

Upon  what  principle  it-  happens  thus,  1  have  en« 
deavonred  to  lay  open  in  th&ffirft  part  of  this  dlf- 
courfe;  which  I  condbde  wkh  a  feiiaus  exhortation 
to  ftmggle  againft  them  :  which  we  can  only  hope  to 
do,  by  converfiag  more  and  cf toner  with  ourfelves» 
than  the  bufinefs  and  diveriioos  of  the  world  gene- 
rally give  us  leave. 

We   havo  a  chain  ^of  thoughts,  defires,  engage- 
ments, and  idkneffes  «rhich  perpetuallf  return  upoi^ 
VqL  V.  C 
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IIS  in  their  proper  time  ftod  order— Jet  us,  I  befeecl 
you,  affign  and  fet  apart  fome  fmall  portion  of  th< 
/daj  for  this  pisrpofe,— ^of  reliritig  into  ourfelves,  an< 
fearching  into  tlijedatk  comers  and  recedes  of  th< 
heart,  and  taking  notice  of  what  is  paffing   there 
If  a  man  can  bring  himfelf  to  do  this  taik  with  i 
.curious  and  impartial  eye,  .he  will  qnicklj  find  thi 
fruits  of  it  will  more  than  recompenfe  his  time  and 
clamour,:    He  will  fee  feveral  irregularities  and  nn< 
tfufps£ied.paffions  within  him  which  he  never  was 
aware  of :-;— he  will  difcover,  in  his  progrefs,  man] 
.fecret  tumingi  and  windings  in  his  heart  to  i^hict 
.  he  was  a  ftranger,  which  now  gradually  open   and 
>  difclofe  themfelves  to  him  upon  a  nearer  view :  in 
thefe  labyrinthslie  will  trace  out  f iich  hidden  firings 
•  and  modv^s:far  many  of  his  moft  applauded  anions, 
'  as  will  makehdn)  rather ibrry  and  afliamed  of  him- 
felf, than  prbnd^ 

In  a  word,!  he  wil^  underfland  bis  errors,  and  then 
.  fee  the  neceffity,  with  David,  of  imploring  Grod  tc 
.  cleaixfe  him  from  hi?  fecret.  lanlts, — and  with  fom€ 
.  hope  and  confidence  to  fay,  with  this  great  man  afteij 
his  conviftion, — **  Try  me,  O  God,  and  feek  tb^ 
^'  ground  of  my  heart,-^— ^-prove  me,  and  examine 
.  "  my  thoughts,— look  well  if  there  be  any  way  ol 
.  **  wickedntiCs  in  me,  and  lead  me  Jn  'the  way  ever-^ 
.  *'  laftin^'-'^ 

Now  to  God  the'Fatiher,  &c«  &c» 
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The  Cafe  of  Elijah  and  the  Widow  of 
Zarephath  confidered. 

A  CHARITY  SERMON. 


C  a 


TO 


VERY  REVEREND. 


RICHARD  OSBALDISTON,  D.  D. 


SEAN  OF  YORK.- 


SlB^^ 


I'HAVE  taken  the  liberty  ta  infcHbe  this  Difcourfe  - 
16  you,  in  teftimony   of  ihe*  great  refpeft  which  I  • 
owe  to  your  charter  ia  goncrgl  5  irnd  from  a  fenfe 
of  what  is  due  to  it  in  particular  from  eviry  member 
»f  the  Church  of  Tdrk.-'' 

I  wifti  I  ^had  as^goo^'  a  "rea&n  for  doing  that, 
which  has  gif  en  me*  the  opportunity  of  making  fa 
pubhcand  juft  an  acknowledgment  ;  being  afraid 
there  cto  he  little  left  to  be  faid  upon  the  fubje£l  of 
Charity y  which  has^tiot  been  often  thought,  and 
much  better  expreffed  by  many  who  have  gone  be- 
fdre :  and  indeed  it  f^ms  fo  beaten  and  common  a 
path,  that  it  is  ndt'an  cafy  matter  for  a  new-comer 
to  diftinguifti  himfelf  in  it,  by  any  thing  except  the 
novelty  of  his  Vehicle. 

1  beg,  however,.  Sir,  your  kind  acceptance  of  it 
aad  ef  the  motives  which  have  induced  me  to  ad- 
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drefs  it  to  jou  ^  one  of  wkich  1  cannot  conceal  in 
juflice  to  myfelf,  becaufe  it  has  proceeded  from  the 
fenfe  of  many  favours  and,  civilities  which  I  have  re- 
ceived from  jrou~I  am, 

KETXREND  SIR, 

Your  xnoft  obliged,  and 
faithful  humble  Servant, 

LAURENCE  STERNE, 


•      •    « 
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The  Cafe  of  Elijah  and  the  Widow  of 
Zarephath  cpnfidered. 


I    KINGS  ZTII.  l6k 

And  the  barrel  of  meal  vaAed  not,  neither  di4  the  icrnCe  of  ^il 
iiil.accordiag  to  the  word  of  the  Lord  which  he  fpake  by  the 
prophet  Elijah.  '       '       '       •       i 

1  H£  words  of  the  text  are  tbe  record  of  a  miradr 
vroaght  in  behalf  of  the  widow  of  Zarephath,  who 
had  charitably  taken  Elijah  under  her  roo^  aod  ad«. 
niniflered  aoto  him  in  a  time  of  great  fcarcitj  and 
diilreb.  There  is  fomething  very  iaterefting  aod 
afcAJooate  in  the  manner  this  fiorjr  t^  related  in 
faolj  writ :  and  as  it  conclndes  with  a  fecond  ftiU 
more  remarkable  proof  of  God's  favour  to  the  fame 
perfoOy  in  the  reftoration  of  her  dead  fon  to  life,  one 
cannot  bnt  confider  both  ncuraclc^  as  rewards  of  that; 
afl  of  pietjy  wrought  by  infinite  power,  ,  and  left 
npon  record  in  fcripture,  not  merely  as  teftimoniea 
of  the  prophet's  divine  million,  bat  likewife  as  two 
cncoaraging  inftances  of  God  Almighty's  blei&ng 
upon  works  of  charity  and  benevolence. 
In  this  view  I  haye  made  choice  of  this  piece  of 

C4 
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facrcd-hiflury  ;'"w!nc!i  T"  felFbeg  leave  to  make  ufe 
of  as  the  ground-work  for  an  exhortation  to  charit^i 
in  general :  and  tl?at  K  aiiijr  better  aofwer  the  par- 
ticular purpofe  of  this  folemnitj,  I  will  endeavour  tc 
©nlarge  upon  irwilh.fuch  reflexions,  as,  I  truft  in 
GbD>  win  excite  fome  fentiments  of  compaiBoii 
which  maj  bf^  pYiofit^ble  to  fo  pitniB  a  defign. 

Elijah  had  fled  from   two  dixadful  evils>  the  ap- 
proach of  a  famine^  scm!  the  peffeciuion  cf  Ahab,  an 
enraged  enenvj  :  and,  in  obedieace   to  the   command 
of  GoD^  had  hid  himfel'f  bj  the  brook  Cherith,    that 
is  before  Jordan,     In  this  fafe  and  peaceful  folitude^ 
blefied  with  daily  noarks  of  God's  providence,  the 
holy  man  dweh  free  both  frorfc  the  cares  and    glories 
of  the  woridt  hf  miraoolbtiilixApulfe  ihi  ravens  brought 
him  bread  and ^fli^  in  tht' mornings  and  bread  and Jiejh 
in  the  innntng^  and  be  dtank  o/tbe  brook :  ti\\,'Jby  con- 
tinuance of  drought  (the  windows  of  heaven  being 
{hut  up  Ml  thofe  doys'  for  three  years  and  fix  months, 
which  was  ^e  naturil  cnuTe  hkewife  of  the  famine), 
it  cintff  tGf  pais  afw?r  a  while,  that   the  brook,  the 
great  fountain  of  his  fupporr,  dried  op  ^  and  he  is 
again  dii»eQcd  by  the  Word  of  the  Lord  where  r©  be- 
ti^ke  hinyfeU  for  (heifer.     He  is  eoainaanded  to   arife 
and  g0  to' Zftvephathv  which  beJonegth  to  Zidon, 
with^an  itfifirasicc  that  'ht  had  difpofed  the  heart  of  a 
widow  wofiHitt  theve  to  fttfl'ain  him. 

The  prophet  follows  the  call  of  his  God  r  the  fame 
hand  which  brought  him  to  the  gate  of  the  city,  had 
Isd  ^tfo  the  poor  widow  out  •  of  he«  doors  opprciTed 
with  forrow.    She  had  come  forth  upon  a  melancholy 
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crrasd,  to  make  preparation  to  eat  her  lad  meal  aad 
ihare  it  with  hec  child.. 

No  doubt  ibe  had  long  fenced  agalnd  this  tragical 
event  with  all  the  thrifty  management  which  fclf- 
prefervation  and  parental  love  coald  infpire  ;  full,  lio« 
doubt,  of  cares  and  many  tender  apprehenfions,  left 
the  (lender  dock  diould  fail  tfaem  beff^-e  the  return 
of  plenty. 

But    as    (he  was  a  widow,  having  loft  the  only 
fiidiful  friend  who  would  bed  have  adided  her  in* 
this  virtuous  druggie,  the  prefect  necelEcy   of  the 
times  at  length  overcame  her  :  and  ihe  was  jud.fal-' 
iing  down  an  cafy  prey  to  it^  when  Elijah  came  t»i 
the  place  where  (he  was.     j^nd  be  called  unto  her^  and^ 
/aid.  Fetch  me,  I  pray,  thee^  a  little  watet  in  a  vejfel^ 
that  I  tnaj  drink.      And  asjbe  was  going  to  fetch  it, . 
hi  called  unto  her,  and /aid.  Bring  me  ^.I  pray  thee,  a 
morfel  of  bread  in  thine  handi-    Andfhe  faid.  As  the- 
lord  thy  God  liveth,  I  ha'ucnctacaie,  but  a  handful  x 
cfrrnal  in  a  barrel,  and  a  little  oil  in  a  crufe  ;  andbe^y 
hold,  I  am  gathering,  two  flicks  y  that  I  may  go  in  and 
dnfs  it  for  me  and  my/on,  that  we  may  eat  and  die. 
And  Elijah  faid  unto  her.  Fear  nof,  but  go  and  do  ar 
thouhaflfaid  :  but  make  me  thereof  a  little  cakefirfl,  and 
Iring  it  unto  me,  and  after  make/or  thee  and  for  thy  fof^ 
F$r  thus  faith  the  LordGodoflfrael,  The  barrel  of  meal 
fiallnot  wafleyfuitherfhallthe  crufe  of  oil  fail,  until  the 
day  that  the  Lordfendeth  rain  upon  the  earth,  ' 

Trae  charity  is  always  unwilling  to  find  excufes*— ^ 
eife  here  was  a  fair  opportunity  of  pleading  many  ;» 
llie  might  have  infided  over  again  upon  her  fitua- 
tion^  which  neceftarily  tied  up  her  hands-^-Ihe  xni^lits: 
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have  Brged  the  tinreafaiiablenefs  of  the  requeft  ; 
that  ihe  was  reduced  to  the  lowed  extremitj  already 
—and  that  it  was  contrary  to  juflice  and  the  firft 
law  of  nature,  to  rob  herfelf  and  child  of  their  laH 
morfely  and  give  it^o  a  (Iranger. 

But  in  generous  fpirits,  coaipafiion  is  fometimes 
more  than  a  balance  £or  felf- prefer vation.  For,  as 
Go»  certainly  interwove  that  friendly  foftnefs  in  our 
nature,  to  be  a  check  upon  too  great  a  propenfity 
towards  felf  love — fo  it  feemed  to  operate  here.— — 
For  it  is  obfervable,  that  though  the  prophet  backed 
his  requeft  with  the  promife  of  an  immediate  re- 
eompenfe  in  multiplying  her  flock;  yet  it  is  not 
evident  {be  was  influenced  at  all  by  dsat  temptations 
For  if  flie  had,  doubtlefs  it  mud  have  wrought  fuch 
a  miitture  of  felf-intereft  into  the  motive  of  her  com- 
pliance, as  muft  greatly  have  allayed  the  merit  of  the 
aftion.  But  this,  I  fay,  does  not  appc^^  but  rather 
the  contrary,  from  the  refledion  ihe  makes  upoti  the 
i^hole  in  the  laft  verfe  of  the  chapteip.  Now  by  this 
I  inonv  that  thou  art  a  man  of  God,  and  that  the  word 
0/  the  Lord  in  thy  month  is  truth, 

Befides,  as  ihe  was 'an  inhabitant  of  Zarephath 
(or,  as  it  is  called  by  St.  Luke,  Sarepta,  fubje£l  to 
SidoD,  the  metropolis  of  Phenicia,  without  the  bounds 
of  GoD^s  people),  (he  had  been  brought  up  in  grofs 
darknefs  and  idolatry,  in  utter  ignorance  of  theLoR0 
God  of  Ifrael  :  or,  if  fhe  had  heard  of  his  name, 
which  is  all  that  feems  probable,  ihe  had  been  taught 
to  diibelieve  the  mighty  wonders  of  his  handt,  and> 
was  dill  Icfs  likely  to  believe  his  prophet. 

Moreover,  ike  might  argue^.if  tbisr  man,  byfome 
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fecret  myfiery  cf  his  own,  or  through  the  power  of 
his  God,  is  able  to  procure  fo  preternatural  a  fnppljr 
for  me,  whence  conaes  it  to  pafs,  that  he  now  ftands 

in  wane    hioafelf,  opprefled  both  with  haneer  and 

thirft  ? 

It  appears,  therefore,  that  {be  mufl  have  been 
vroDght  upon  bj  an  unmixed  principle  of  humanitj-^ 
— ^flie  looked  upon  blm  as  a  fellow  partner  alxnolL 
in  the  fame  affli&ion  with  herfelf.  She  confidered 
he  had  come  a  wearj  pilgrimage^  in  a  fultrj  climate* 
through  an  exhaufted  country^  where  neither  bread 
or  water  were  to  be  had,  but  by  ads  of  liberality.— 
That  he  had  come  an  unknown  trarelXer  ;  and  as  a 
hard  heart  never  wants  pretence,  that  thb  circum^ 
Aaocc,  which  ihoald  rather  have  befriended,  might 
have  helped  to  opprefs  him.— She  confidered,- for. 
charity  is  ever  frutful  in  kind  reafoos,  that  he  was 
now  far  from  his  own  country,  and  had  ftrayed  out 
of  the  reach  of  the  tender  offices  of  fome  one  who 
affefiionately  mourned  his  abfence — Her  heart  was 
touched  widi  pity— She  turned  in  iilence,  and  went 
tmd  did  according  as  he  badjaid^  Andbehold^  hothjbe^ 
and  be,  and  ber  boujty  did  eat  many  days  ;;  or,  as  in  the 
margin,  one  whole  year.  And  the  barrel  of  meal 
'^afied  not^  neither  did  the  crufe  ofoilfaily  until  the  day: 
that  Godjent  rain  upon  the  earth. 

Though  it  may  not  ieem  neceilary  to  raife  cod« 
jeclares  here  upon  this  event,  yet  it  is  natural  to 
fuppofp,  the  danger  of  the  famine  b^ng  thus  unez» 
pededly  got  over,  that  the  mother  began  to  look 
hopefully  forwards  upon  the  reft  of  her  days.  There 
v^ere  manj  widows  in  Ifrael  at  that  time^  v/ht'u  itxae 
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heavens  wcfe  fliut  iip  for  three  years  and  fix  n'OMths  : 
yet,  as  St.  LukeoWerves^^o  none  of  them  was  the  pro^ 
phetfent^fave  to  this  widow  of  Sarepta:  in  all  likeli- 
hood, (he  would  not  be  the  laft  in  making  the  faaie 
obfervation,  and  drawing  from  it  fon^e  flattering  con- 

clufion    in    favour   of   her    fon. Many  a    parent 

tvould  build  high  upon  a  worfe  foundation. — •**  Since 
**  the  God  of  Ifrael  has  thns^  fent  his  own  meffen- 
^  ger  to  us  in  out*  dill refs,  to  pafs  by  fo  many  houfes 
•*  of  his  own  people^  and  flop  at  mine,  to  favc  it  in 
^  fo  miraculous  a  manner  from  deftrudlion  ;  doubt- 
•^'  lets,  this  is  but  an  earneft  of  his  future  kind  in- 
*  tentions  to  us :  at  lead  his  goodnefs  has  decreed 
•*  to  comfort  my  old  age,  by  the  long  life  and  healih 
•'  of  my  fon ; — but  perhaps,,  he  h{»s  fomethiiig  greater 
*'  flill  in  {lore  for  him  ";  and  I  fhall  live  to  fee  the 
**  fame  hand  hereafter  crown  his  head  with  glory 
•*  and  honQttr/'  We  may  natarally  fappofe  her 
innocently  carried  away  with  fuch  thoughts,  'whea 
fee  IS  called  back  by  an  uncxpefted  dittemper  which 
farprifes  her  fon,  and  in  one  moment  brings  dovrn  all 
her  hopes-      *for  hisjicknefs  wasfojhre  that  there  was. 

no  breath  left  in  him. ^ 

The  expoflulations  of  immoderate  grief  are  feldom 
Jiift.  For,  though  Elijah  had  already  prefen^ed  her 
fon^  as  well  as  hevfelf,  from  imroediate  death,  and! 
\^as  the  laft  caufe  to  be  fufpefted  of  fo  fad- an  acci- 
d^ntj  yet  the  paflionate  mother,,  in  the  firft  tranf- 
^ort,.  challenges  him  as  the  author  of  her  misfortune^ 

^  as  if  he  had  brought  down  forrow  upon  a  hoiife 

which  bad  fo  hofpitably  flieltered  him.     The  pro- 
pliet  was.  too-  full  of  compaffioa  to  {pake  reply  ta>  fa 
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Rnkuid  an  accufation.  He  takes  the  dead  child  out  of 
hit  motber^s  hofom^  and  laid  him  upon  his  own  hfd:  And 
he  cried  unto  the  Lordy  and/aid^  0  Lord  my  God,  hujt 
thou  brought  evil  upon  th:-  widow  with  whom  Ifojovm^ 
ly  Jlayiug  her  Jon  ?  **  Is  tliis  the  reward  of  all  her 
"  charitj  and  goodnefs?  Thou  haft  before  tliis  rob* 
"  bed  her  of  the  dear  partner  of  all  her  joys  and  all 
**  her  cares ;  and  now  that  fhe  is  a  widow,  and  has 

*  moft  reafon  to  expeft  th j  proteftion  ;  behold  thou. 

*  haft  withdrawn  her  laft  prop :  thou   haft    taken 
"  awaj  her  child,  the  only  ft'aj  (he  had  to  reft  on." 
— '-^And  Elijah  cried  unto  God^  and/aid^  0  Lord  my 
God,  I  pray  thee,  kt  this  child* s foul  come  into  him  again^ 

The  prayer  was  urgent,  and  befpoke  the  difl  refs  of  a 
^uman  mind  deeply  fufFering  in  the  misfortunes  of 
another ; — ^moreover,  his  heart  was  rent  with  other 

paflions ^He  was  zealous-  for  the  name  and  honour 

©f  bis  God,  and  thought  not  only  his  omnipotencr,. 
but  his  glorious  attribute  of  mercy,,  concerned  in  the 
tvent :  fgr  oh  !  with  what  triumph  would  the  pro- 
pbets  of  Baal  retort  his  own  bitter  taunt,  and  fay, 
^u  God  was  either  talking,  or  he  was  purfmng,  or  was 
in  a  journey  ^  or  per  adventure  he  Jlept,  and Jhould  have 
hen  awaked  /— BLe  was  moreover  involved  m  th« 

fuccefs  of  his  prayer  himfclf ;. honeft  minds  are 

moft  hurt  by  fcandal.— And  he  was  afraid,  left  fo 
foul  a  one,  fo  unworthy  of  his  charaAer,  might  arife 
among  the  heathen,,  who  would  report  with  pleafurc: 
"  Lo !  the  widow  of  Zacephath  tot)k  the  meffenger 
"  of  the  God  of  Ifrael  under  her'  roof,,  and  kindly 
**  entertained  him^  and  fee  how  fhc  is  rewarded  I 
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*'  Surely  the  prophet    was  ungrateful ;  he  wanted 
"  power,  or  what  is  worfe,  he  wanted  pitj." 

Beiides  all  this,  he  pleaded  not  onlj  the  caufe    oi 
the  widow;  it  was  the  caufe  of  charity  itfclf,  which 
had  received  a  deep  wound  already,  and  would  fuffer 
ftill  more  ihould  God  deny  it  this  tedimony  of  his 
fa  Ton  r.     So  the  Lord  hearkened  unto  the  voice  ofEJijah^ 
and  the  foul  of  the  child  came  unto  htm  again^  and  be 
revived.     And  Elijah  tool  the  chtld^  and  brought  him 
down  out  of  the  chamber  into  the  houfe,  and  delhiered 
him  unto  his  mother  ^^  and  Elijah  f aid.  See,  thy  frn 
liveth.^'* 

It  would  be  a  pleafure  to  a  good  mind  to  flop  here 
a  momeat,  and  figure  to  itfelf  the  piAure  of  fo  joy- 
ful an  event. — ^To  behold  on  one  hand  the  raptures 
of  the  parent,  overcome  with  furprife  and  gratitude, 
and  imagine  how  a  fudden  (Iroke  of  fuch  impetuous 
joy  mud  operate  on  a  defpairing  countenance,  long 

accudomed  to  fadnefs. To  conceive  on  the  other 

fide  of  the  piece ^  the  holy  man  approaching  with  the 
child  in  his  arms^^fuU  of  honed  triunnph  in  his  looks, 
but  fweetened  with  all  the  kind  fympathy  which  a 
gentle  nature  could  overflow  with  upon  fo  happy  an 
event.     It  is  a  fubje^l  one  might  recommend  to  the 
pencil  of  a  great  genius,  and  would  even  afford  mat- 
ter for  defcription  here  ;.  but  that  it  would  lead  us 
too  far  from  the  particular  purpofe,  for  which  I  have 
enlarged  upon  thus  much  of  the  dory  already  ;  the 
chief  defign  of  which  is,  to  illudrate  by  a  faft^  which 
18  evident  both  in  reafon  and  fcripture,  that  a  cha- 
ritable and  good  a^ion  is  feldom  cad  away,  but  that, 
even  in  this  life,  it  is  more  than  probable^  that  what 
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1$  (o  fcatfered  (ball  be  gathered  again  with  increafe. 
Cafitby  bread  upon  the  waters,  and  thoujbakjind  it 
aftermany  days.  Be  as  a  father  unto  the f other lefs,  and 
infiead  of  an  husband  unto  their  mot)  er;fofbalt  thou  be 
as  afon  of  the  Mojl  High,  and  he  wiii  love  thee  more 
than  thy  mother  doth.  Be  mindful  of  good  turns^for 
thou  knoweft  not  what  evil  /hall  come  upon  the  earth  ; 
and  when  thoufaUeJi  thou  (halt  find  a  flay.  Itfhall 
preferve  thee  from,  all  affiiBion,  and  fight  for  tbee 
again/i  thy  enemies  better  than  a  mighty  Jhield  asid  a. 
firongfpear. 

The  great  infiabilitj  of  temporal  affairs,  and  con* 
fiant  ftudluation  of  every  thing  in  this  world,  afford 
perpetual  occafions  of  taking  refuge  in  fuch  a  fecuritj. 

What  bj  fucceffive  misfortunes  \  by  failings  and 
crois  accidents  in  trade  \  by  mifcarriage  of  projects  : 
——what  by  unfuitable  expences  of  parents  extra* 
vagaoces  of  children,  and  the  many  other  fecret  wajs 
whereby  riches  make  themfelves  wings  and  fly  away  ^ 
fomany  furprifing  revolutions  do  every  day  happen 
ia  families,  that  it  may  not  feem  ft  range  to  fay  that 
the  pofterity  of  fome  of  the  nK>A  liberal  contributors^^ 
here,  in  the  changes  which  one  century  may  pro- 
dace,  oxay  pof&biy  find  flielter  under  this  very  plant 
which  now  they  fo  kindly  water.  Nay,  fo  quickly 
fometixnes  baa  the  wheel  turned,  round,  that  many  a! 
man  has  lived  to  enpy  the  benefit  of  that  charity 
which  his  own  piety  preceded. 

But  befides  this„  and  exclufive  of  the  right  which^ 
God's  procnife  gives'  it  to  protedlion  hereafter,  cha- 
xkj  aad  heoei^pkpce,  in  the  ordinary  chain  of  ef- 
kda^  have  a  natural  an4  spore  immediate  tendency. 
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itt  themfelves  to  refcue  a:  man  from  the  accidents  &i 
tlie  world^  by  foftenlng  the  hearts,  and  winning  everj^ 
man's  willies  to  its  intereft.  When  a  compafiiDnatd 
man  falls,  who  would  not  pity  him  }'  who,  that  hac^ 
power  to  do  it,.  wouM  not  befriend  and  raife  him  up  ? 
or  could  the  moft  barbarous  temper  offer  an  infult  tb 
his  diftrefs  without  pain  and  reludl'ance  ?  So-  that  it 
is  almoft  a  wonder  that  cqvetoufnefs,  even  in  fpitej 
of  itfelf,  does  not  fometimes  argue  a  man  into  cha- 
rity,  by  its  own  principle  of  looking  forwards,  andl 
the  firm  exped^ation  it  would  delight  in,  of  receiving 
its  own  again  with  ufury«.  ■■  So  evidbiK'  is  it  in  the 
courfe  of  Gob's  providence,,  and  the  natural  ftream 
i)f  things,  that  a  good  oiEce  one  time  or  other  gene- 
rally meets  with  a  reward ^Generally,  did  I  fay  ? 

how  can  it  ever  fail  ? when,,  befides  all  this, 

fo  large  a  (bare  of  the  recompenfe  is  fo  infeparable 
even  from  the  a£lion  itfelf.     Afk  the  man  who  has  a 
tfear  of  tendernefs  always  ready  to  fhed  over  the  un- 
fortunate ?  whoy  withal,  is  ready  to  diilribute  and 
willing  to  communicate ;  afk  him,  if  the  bed  things 
which  wits  have  faid  of  pleafure,.have  exprefied  what 
he  has  felt,  when,  by  a  feafori^ble  kindnefs,  he  has 
made  the  heart  of  the  widow Jing for  joy..     Mark  then 
the  expreflions  of  unutterable  pleafure  and  harmony 
zn  his  looks,^  and  fay,  whether  Solomon  has  not  fixed 
the  point  of  true  enjoyment  in  th^  right  place,  when^ 
he  declares,  ^  that  he  knew  no  good  there  was  in 
•*  any  of  the  riches  or  honours  of  t^is  world,  but/or 
**  a  man  to  dogoodwithV^eminhisIife***    Nor  was  it 
without  reafon  he   made  this  judgment.-J— *-Ddubt- 
kfs  he  had  found  and  feen  the  infufiicichcjr:  of  att 
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fenfual  pleafures  >  haw||unable  to  furnifii  either  a  ra-, 

tiooal  or  a  lading  fcheme  of  happinefs  ;  how  fooii 

ihe  beft  of  them  vanifhed ;  the  lefs  exceptionable   in 

vanitj,  bnt  the  guilt j  both  in  wim^y  and  vexation  of 

fiirit.     But  that  this  was  of  fo  pure  and  refined  ^ 

nature,  it  burned  without  confuming  :  jt  wa$  figura- 

tivcly  the  widow^s  barrel  of  meaJ which  wafted  not,  and. 

crufe  of  oil  which  never  failed. 

It  IS  not  an  eafj  matter  to  add  weight  to  the  tefti- 

monj  o£  the  wife/l  man,,  upon  the  pleafure  of  doings 

£Odd;  or  elfe  the  evidence  of  the  philofopher  Epicuru^ 

is  verj  remarkable^  whofe  word  in  this  matter  is  the 

more  to  be  trufted^  becaufe  a  profefTed  fenfualifl  j  who^ 

amidfl  an   the  delicacies  and  improvements  of  plea^ 

Aire  which  a  luxuriant  fancy  might  Arike  out,  ftiJl 
maintained,  that   tlie  beft  way  of  enlarging  human 

happinefs^  was  hj  a  commontdatioji  of  it  to  others; 

And  if  it  was  nece£&rj  here^^  or  there  wa$  time  ta 

refine  npoa  this  dodme^  one  might  farther  main-i^ 

tain,  exclafive  of  the  happtnefs  which  the  mnd  it- 

felf  feels  in  the  exercife  of  this  virtue,  that  the  very 

bodj  of  man  is  never  in  a  better  f^ate  than  when  he 

H  moil  inclined  to  do  good*  oiHces  :— *that  as  nothing 

more  contributes  to  healtli  than  a  'benevolence   of 

temper,  fo  nothing  generally  was  a  ftronger  indic'atioa 

of  it. 
And  whfitf  £eevss  to  confirm  t^his    opinion,  is   an; 

obferTatioQ,  tlie  truth  of  which  muft  be  fubmitted  to 

every  one's  rcfieflion— namely— that  a  difinclination 

and  backwardnefs  to  do  good,  is  often  attended,   if 

not  produced,^  by  an  indifpofition  of  the  animal   as; 

well  as  rational' part  of  us  : — --5.0  naturally  do  the? 
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foul  and  bodj,  as  in  other  cafes  fo  in  this,  mntuallj 
befriend,  or  prej  upon  each  other.  And^  ixKleec 
fetting  afide  all  abftrufer  reafoning  upon  the  pointy  J 
cannot  conceive  but  that  the  verj  mechanical  motion, 
which  maintain  life,  muft  be  performed  with  inor< 
equal  vigour  and  freedom  in  that  man  whom  a  g^rea 
and  good  foul  perpetuallj  inclines  to  fliow  mercy  tc 
the  miferable,  than  thej  can  be  in  a  poor  fordid 
felfiih  wretch,  whofe  little  contraAed  heart  melts  at 
no  man's  aiBiftion;  but  fits  brooding  fo  intently  ovei 
its  own  plots  and  concerns,  as  to  fee  and  feel  nothing, 
and,  in  truth,  enjojr  nothing  bejond.himfelf ;  and  of 
whom  one  may  faj,  what  that  great  mafler  of  nature 
has,  fpeaking  of  a  natural  fenfe  of  harmonj^  'which 
I  think  with  more  juftice  may  be  faid  of  compailion^ 
that  the  man  who  had  it  not,' 

<— Wat  fit  for  treafonf,  ftratagemi  and  fpoilts 

The  MOTIONS  of  hit  fpTritt  are  dull  aa  night  \ 

And  hit  affe^ion*  dark  at  Eaaiui  i  •    '  I 

«»Lct  BO  f«ch  man  be  trufted.— > 

What  divines  fay  of  the  mind,  naturalifls  have  ob-j 
ferved  of  the  body ;  that  there  is  no  paffion  fo  natu- 
ral to  it  as  love,  which  is  the  principle  of  doing, 
good  ;  ■  ■and  though  inflances,  like  this  juft  men- 
tioned, feem  far  from  being  proofs  of  it,  yet  it  is 
not  to  be  doubted,  but  that  very  h|urd-hearted  maa 
has  felt  much  inward  oppofition  before  he  could  pre- 
vail upon  himfelf  to  do  aught  to  fix  and  deferve  the 
charader  \  and  that  what  we  fay  of  long  habits  of 
vice,  that  they  are  hard  to  be  fubdued,  may  with 
equal  truth  be  faid  concerning  the  natural  impref* 
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>n5  of  beoevolence,  that  a  man  mud  do  much  via* 
ice  to  himfelf,  and  faffer  many  a  painful  ftruggle, 
reiore  he  can  tear  away  fo  great  and  noble  a  part  <5f 
•is  natore.  ■  .Of  this,  antiquity  has  prefcrved  a 
leautifal  inflance  in  an  anecdote  of  Alexander  the 
tyrant  of  Pheres,  who,  though  he  had  fo  induftri- 
cuflj  hardened  his  heart  as  to  feem  to  take  delight  ia 
cruelty,  infomuch  as  to  murder  many  of  his  fubjefts 
every  day,  without  caufe  and  without  pity ;  yet,  at 
the  bare  reprefentation  of  a  tragedy,  which  related 
t.ie  misfortunes  of  Hecuba  and  Andromache,  he  was 
10  touched  with  the  fiditious  difirefs  which  the  poet 
bad  wrought  up  in  it,  that  he  bur  ft  out  into  a  flood 
cf  tears.  The  explication  of  which  inconfiftency  ia 
eafjy  and  cafts  as  great  a  luftre  upon  human  nature* 
ai  the  man  himfelf  was  a  difgrace  to  it.  The  cafe 
^^^ms  to  have  been  this  In  real  life  he  had  been 
blinded  with  paflions,  and  thoughtlefsly  hurried  on 
bj  intereft  or  refentement ;— but  here,  there  was  no 
r:oBi  for  motives  of  that  kind  :  fo  that  his  attention 
^eing  firft  caught  hold  of,  and  all  his  vices  laid  afleep  ; 
— *-then  Nature  awoke  in  triumph,  and  fhowed 
hw  deeply  (he  had  fown  the  feeds  of  compafBon  in 
every  man's  breaft  ;  when  tyrants,  with  vices  the 
^oil  at  enmity  with  it,  were  not  able  entirely  to 
tDot  it  out. 

But  this  is  painting  an  amiable  virtue,  and  fetting 
her  off  with  ibades  which  wickednefs  lends  us,  when 
f^nc  might  fafely  truft  to  the  force  of  her  own  na- 
tural charms,  and  aflc,  Whether  any  thing  under 
leaven,  in  its  own  nature,  is  more  lovely  and  en- 
^  giog  ?«.-.To  illuflrate  this  ^e  more,  let  us  turn 
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our  thoughts  within  ourfelves,  and  for  a  tAoment  let 
i^ny  number  of  us  here  imagine  ourfelves  at  this  in- 
ftant  engaged  in  drawing  the  moft  perfeft  and  ami- 
able charaftefy  fuch^  as^  according  to  our  cpncep-^ 
tions  of  the  Deitj,.  we  (hould  think  moft  acceptable 
to  him,  and.  mofi  likely  to  be  univerfally  admired  by 
all  mankind. — ^I  appeal  to  your  owp  thoughts,  "whe- 
ther the  firil  idea  which  offered  itfelf  to  moft  of  our 
imaginations y  would  not  be  that  o^a  compaf&onate 
benefador,  firetching  forth  his  hands  to  rai^e  up  the 
helplefs^  orphan  ?  Whatevei;  other  virtues  we  fhbuld 
fiivQ  our  hero,  we  Qioi^d  all  agree  in  making  him  a 
Mnerous  friend^  who  thought  the  opportunities  of 
doing  good  to.be  the  only. charm  of  his  prol^rity  t 
We  fhould  paint  Jiim  lik,e  the  Pfaltnifl^is  river  of  Cody. 
Qverflowing  the  thirfly  parts  of  the  earth,  that  he 
^i'ght  enrich  them,,  qarrying  plenty  and  g^ladnefs 
^lon£  wijth  him.  If  this  was  not  fufHcient,  and.  we 
twere  fJUl  d^rous  9f  adding  a  further  degree  of  per- 
feAiQH  to  fjo  great  a  cliaradler  j  we  fEo ill? endeavour 
to  thlak  of  feme  one^  if  hu;nan  nature  could  furniih 
fuch  a  pattern,  who  if  occafion  requfred,.  was  wil- 
ling to  undergo  all  kinds  ol  afEiftion,  to  facrifice 
himfelf,  to  forget  his.dearefl  intetefls,  and  even  lay 
down  his  life  for  the  good  of  mankind— —And  here 
—, — O  merciful  Saviour  \  how  would  the  bright 
original  of  thy  unboui^ded  goodnefs  break  in  upon 
our  hearts  !    Thou  who  hecam&ft poor^  that  rue  might 

he  rich though  Lord. of  all  tliis  world,  yet  hadjl 

not  ^Xihere  to  lay  thy  head and   thougli   equal    irf 

T)pwer  and  glory  to  the  great  GoD  of  Nature,  yet 
•dejl  thyjelfofno  reputation^  tooieji  upon  thee  tht/orf»- 
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tfafervant^ ^fubxnittiQg  thyfelf,  without  opeaing 

'hj  moucb,  to  all  the  fnciignities  which  a  thtinklefs 
snd  Qndi&erniQg  -peof^e  coulid  offer ;  and  at  lengthy 
:o2ccompli(bburralvation,'2^ra9»^  obedient  unto  death 
/ufferiqg  tbjfelf,  as  oB  this.ilaj*^  to  it  led  Wte  a  Iamb 
io  tbeJaKjglfter. 

The  coafideration  of  this  ftupradous  inflance  of 
^ompaiSoa  in  the  Son  -of  God,  is  the  moil  unanfwer* 
^Me  appeal  that  can  be  made  to  the  heart  of  man, 
^ot  the  leafoQ^lenefs  of  it  in  himfelf^.  Jt  is  the 
?reat  aignmeot  vrhich  the  ApofUes  ufe  in  almoft  all 
:hc'irc9ihoTtatioii3  to  good  vroT\is.^^'-^Belovedti/ Cbrift 
fo  loved  us  .  the  inference  is  unavoidable  ^  and 
g'lvesftreagthand  beantj  to  every  thing  elfe  whicti 
<^  be  urged  upon  the  fubjed*  And  therefore  I 
^^ive  teferved  it  for  my  laft  and  warmeft  appeal,  with 
mdi  I  would  gladly  jSniih  this  difcourfe,  that  at 
'^^^  for  their  fakes  for  whom  it  is  preached,  we 
^igbt  be  left  to  the  full  impref&on  of  fo  exalted  and 
(o  [eafeaable  a  motive-*—— That  by  refleding  upon 
the  infinite  iabour  of  this  day/s  love,  in  the  inilance 
^^  Ca&ist's  ^ath,  we  may  confider  what  an  im* 
nienfe  debt  we  own  each  other i. and  by  calling  to 
niifid  the  amiable  pattern  of  his  life,  in  doing  good^ 
^e  might  learn  in  what  manner  we  may  heft  dif* 

And,  indeed,  pf  all  the  mediqd^  in  wj)ich  a  good 
mmd  woidd  be  -wiUing  .to  do  it,  I  belieye  iherercan 
^  none  more  beneficial,  or  comprehenfiye  in  its  ef« 
^^^1  than  that  for  which  we  are  here  met  together  j 

*  Ffcacbcd  on  CsedFridMj, 
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—the  proper  education  qf  poor  cHildrett  being  the 
groun()-work  of  almoft/ every  other  kind  of  Charity, 
as  that  which  makes  every  other  fubfe^Ui^t  aft  of  it 
anfwer  the  pious ^expe£lati6n  of  the  giver.   '' \ 
Without    this    fotindatibn  firft    kid,   hovrmuch 

w 

JLindnefs  in  the  progre£s  of  a  benevolent  man's  Uit  is 
unavoidably  call  awaj  !  and  fometimes  where  it  is  as 
Tenfelefs  as  the  expdfiag  a  tender  plant  to  all  the  in- 
demencies  of  a  cruel  fi^afoh,  antd  rbed  ^ing  with 
TorroW  to  take  it  m,  when  the  root  *id  ali'elidjr'de^d. 
I  faid,  therefore,  this  was  the  foundatltni  '<tf^almoft 
every  kind  of  charity, — ^and,  might  oiie  ^not  liave  ad- 
ded, of  all  policy  tob  ?  iince  the  many  ill  confequences 
Vhich  attend  the  want  of  It, -though  grieVoufly  felt 
by  the  parties  thcmftlvcs,  ^arfc-nd  liefe  fo  by'^tbcfcom- 
munity  of  which  they  are  meihbers ;  and  tirtWfeovcr, 
of  all  mifchief  (eem  the  hardeft  tbbie  redrefcd  ' 


^nfomuch,  that  when  one  cotifiders  the^  diffoyal  fe- 
duflions  of  popery  on  one  hand,  and  on  the  other, 
^that  no  bad  inan,  whatever  he  profefies,  ^^tn  be  a 
good  fubjed,  One  may  venture'  to  fayj  it  had  been 
cheaper  and  better  for  the'  nation  to  hav*  bbre*'  the 
Vxpence  of  inftillih^foutid  princi^ks  and  good  morah 
into  the  negledted  children  of  the  lowe*  fbrt,  Spe- 
cially in  *  fome  parts  of  (ireat  Brftain,-  flian  to  be 
obliged,  fo  often  as.  we  have  been  within* Hhls  'lail 
cerrtury,  to^'rlfe 'tip  arid  Whi  oiirfelVes  SlkfefteiWre- 
^bellipus/effefts  Svhich  tfe^W*rtt  of'Wem^lias-  %^ 
"dowii  eVeii  to  bar  doors.  And,  in  fe6^,'  ^  y/^^^ntc  to 
truft  antiquity;  the  truth*  of  whfeh%  this  eaie  we 
have  no  reafon  to  difpute,  t^is  matter  lias  been  look- 
ed upon  of  fuch  vail  importance  to  the  civil  happi- 
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nefs  and  peace  of  a  people;  that  fome  common* 
wealths,  the  mofi  eminent  for  political  wifdom,  have 
chofe  to  make  a  publick  concern  of  it ;  thinking  it 
much  fafer  to  be  intrnfted  to  the  prudence  of  the 
magiflrate,  than  to  the  miflaken  .tendemefs,  or  na« 
tural  partiality,  of  the  parent. 

It  was  confident  with  this>  and  befpoke  a  verj 
refined  fenfe  of  policy  in  the  Lacedaemohians)  tbougk 
by  the  way,  I  believe,  different  from  what  more 
modem  politics  would  have  direded  in  like  circum* 
ftances),  when  Aiitipater  demanded  of  them  fifty 
children,  as  hcilages  for  the  fecurity  of  a  diflant  en« 
gagement,  they  made' this  brave  and  wife  anfwer^ 
*'  they  would  not, — thev  could  not  confent :— they 
*  wonld  rather  give  him  double  the  number  of  their 
*'  beft  grown  up  men /^— Intimating,  that,  however 
they  were  diftrcffed,  they  would  choofe  any  incon- 
venience rather  than  fuffer  the  lofs  of  their  country^s 
education  ;  and  the  opportunity  (which  if  once  loft 
can  never  be  regained)  of  giving  their  youth  an  early 
tindure  of  religion,  and  bringing  them  up  to  a  love 
of  induftry,  and  a  love  of  the  law&  and  Conftttutioa 
of  their  country.  If  this  ihows  the  great  importance 
of  a  proper  education  to  children  of  all  ranks  and 
coDdkionS)  what  fhall  we  fay  then  of  thofe  whom  the 
providence  of  ■OoiS  has'  placed  in  the  very  loweft  lot 
of  life,  utterly  caft  out  of  the  way  of  knowledge, 
without  a  parent*— fometimes,  may  be,  without 
friend  to  guide  and  inftruft  tHem,  but  what  condmdh 
pity  and  the  neceflity  of  their  fad  fituatioh  engage : 
■  ■  ■■  where  the  dangers  which  furtound  theni  on 
c  very  fide  are  fo  great  and  many,  that  for  one  fortii- 
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nate  paflfenger  inillfe,  who  makes  his  way  well  la 
the  world  with  fuch  early  difadvantagcs  and  ib  diC* 
mal  a  fetdng  cut,  we  may  reckon  thouCands^  who 
every  day  fuffer  (hipwrecky  and  are  loft  for  ever. 

If  there  is  a  cafe  under  heaven  which  caUs  out 
aloud  for  the  more  immedate  exercife  of  compaiGon^ 
and  which  may  be  looked  upon  as  the  con^>endtiifii 
of  all  charity^  furely  it  is  thi^  :  smd  I  am  perfuaded 
there  would  want  nothing  more  to  convince  the 
greateft  euepiy  to  thefe  kinds  of  charities  that  it  is  fo, 
but  a  b^re .  opportunity  of  taking  a  nearer  view  of 
fome  of  the  more  diflrefsful  objeAs  4)f  it. 

Let  him  go  into  the  dwellings  of  the  unfortunatCf 

into  fome  mournful  cottage,  where  poverty  aodaf* 

fiidion  reign  together.      There  let  him  behold,  the 

difconfolate  widoW'— iitting-^fieeped  in  tears ;«— thus 

forrowing  over  the  iufant  (he  knows  not  how  tafuc- 

'  cour, — **  O  my  child,  thou  art  now  left  eiq^fed  to 

**  a  wide  and  vicious  world,  too  full  of  (aarea  and 

^<  temptations  for  thy  tender  and  unpra&ifed  age. 

}*  Perhaps  a  parent's  love  may  magnify  thofe  dangers 

f  But  when  I  confider  thou  art  driven  out  Qa>- 

*^  ked  into  the  midft  of  them,  without  friends,  witb- 

*^  out  fortune,  without'  infiruAioi^  my  heart  bleeds 

^<  beforehand  for  the  evils  -which  may  come  upon 

**  thee.    CroD/  in  whom  we  t|rufted»  is  wi|neC5,  {o 

f*  low  had  hi^  provides/ce  placed  us,  that  we  n^ver 

f^'  indulged  one  wifli  to  have  inade  thee  rich,-— trir- 

'<  tuous  we  would  have  c^iade  tfaec^-  ■  ■    for  thy  fa- 

i  **  ther,  my  hu/band^  was  a  good  man,  and/eared  tie 

**  Lord  and  though  all  the  fruits  of  his  caceand 

<<  induftry  were  little  enough  for  our  Xupport;  yet 
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*^  heJioneftljF  had  determined  to  have  fpared  fome 
"  portion  of  it,  fcaatj-  as  it  was,  to  have  placed  theo 
'^  fafelj  in  the  way  of  knowledge  and  infirudion*- 
"  But  alas  !  he  13  gone  from  us  never  to  return 
"  more,  and  with  him  are  fled  the  means  of  doing 
^  it :  For,  Bibold  the  creditor  is  come  upon  us,  to 
"  take  all  that  we  have.^'— -Grief  is  eloquent,  and 
will  not  eaiiiy  be  imitated.— But  let  the  man,  who  is 
the  leaft  friend  to  diftreiTes  of  this  nature,  conceive 
Ibaie  dJjQconfolate  widow  uttering  her  complaint  even' 
in  this  manner,  and  then  let  him  confider,  if  there  f# 
anjfforrow  like  t\us  Jorrow,  wherewith  the  Lord  has 
affiiSed  her  ?  or  whether  there  can  be  any  charity  like 
that,  of  taking  the  child  out  of  the  mother*  s  bofom^  and 
refcuing  her  from  thefe  apprehenfions  ?  Should  a 
heathen,  a  ftranger  to  our  holy  religion  and  the  love 
it  teaches,  (hould  he,  as  he  journeyed^  come  to  the  phce 
where  (he  lay,  when  he  Jaw  y  would  he  not  have  cotn^ 
paffion  on  her  ?  God  forbid  a  Chriilian  fliould  this 
day  want  it  !  or  at  any  time/oo»^  upon  fuch  a  diflrefs, 
andpafs.by  on  the  other  Jide  ! 

Rather   let  him  do,  as  his  Saviour  taught  him,* 
hind  up  the  wounds^  and  pour  comfort  into  the  heart 
of  one,  whom  the  hand  of  God  has  fo  bruifed.     Let 
him  pra£tife  what  it  is,  with  Elijah's  tranfporr,  to 

fay  to  the  afflifted  widow, SeCy  thy  f on  livcth  ! — 

livcth  by  my  charity,  and  the  bounty  of  this  hour, 
to  all  the  purpofes  which  make  life  defirable, — to  be 
made  a  good  man,  and  a  profitable  fiibje£l:  :  on  one 
hand,  to  be  traiTu?d  up  to  fuch  a  fenfe  of  his  duty^ 
85  may  fecure  him  an  intereit  in  the  world  to  come  \ 
and  with  regard  to  this  world,  to  be  fo  brought  up 
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in  it  to  a  love  of  honefi  labour  and  induftry,  as  all 
his  life  long  to  earn  and  eat  his  bread  with  joy  and 
thankfulncfs.. 

**  Much  peace  and  haj^inefs  reft  upon  the  head 
'*  and  heart  of  every  one  who  thus  brings  children 
**  to  Christ! — May  the  bleffing  of  him  that  was 
**  ready  to  perifh  come  feafonably  upon  him  ! 
**  The  Lord  comfort  him,  when  be  moji  wants  it^ 
"  when  he  lies  fick  upon  his  bed  !  Make  thou,  O 
^  God  !  all  his  bed  in  his  ficknefs ;  and  for  what 
'*  he  now  fcatters,  give  him,  then  that  peace  of 
**  tMne  which  pafleth  all  under  (landing,  and  which 
**  nothing  in  this  worl(Vcan  either  give  or  take  zwslj.** 
Amen« 
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Pharifee  and  Publican  in  the  Temple. 


LUKE  XVIII.  14.  iR  part. 

Itell  you  this  man  went  down  to  hit  houfe  jttftified  rather  tham 

the  other. 

1 HESE  words  are  the  judgment  which  our  Saviour 
his  left  upon  the  behaviour  and  different  degrees  of 
merit  in  the  two  men,  the  Pharifee  and  Publican, 
whom  he  reprefeuts,  in  the  foregoing  parable  as  go- 
ing up  into  the  temple  to  pray.  In  what  manner 
thej  difcharged  this  great  andfolemn  duty,  will  bed  be 
fccn  firom  a  confideration  of  the  prayer,  which  each  is 
faid  to  have  addreffed  to  GoD  upon  the  occafion. 
The  pharifee,  inilead  of  an  a£l  of  humiliation  in 

that  awful  prefence  before  which  he  flood, with 

an  air  of  triumph  and  felf-fufficiency,  thanks  GoD 
that  he  had  not  made  him  like  others — extortioners, 

adulterers,  unjuft,  or  even  as  this  publican. The 

publican  is  reprefented  as  (landing  afar  pff,  and,  with 
a  heart  touched  with  humility  from  a  jufl  fenfe  of 
his  own  unworthinefs,  is  faid  only  to  have  fmote 
upon  his  bread,  faying, — God  be  merciful  to  me  a 
finncr.  I  tell  you,  adds  our  Saviour,  this  man 
weat  down  to  his  houfe  juftiiied  rather  than  the  oihcr. 

D  a 
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Tiiough  the  juftice  of  this  detertninadoti  ftrikes 
every  one  at  firft  fight,  it  maj  not  be  amifs  to  enter 
into  a  nnore  particular  exanaination  of  the  evidence 
and  reafons  upon  which  it  might  be  founded.  Mot 
only  becaufe  it  may  place  the  equity  of  this  decifioa 
in  favour  of  the  publican  in  a  (Irongerlight,  but  that 
the  fubjeft  feems  likely  to  lead  me  to  a  train  of  re- 
fle6tions  not  unfuitable  to  the  folemnity  of  the  fea- 
fon  ♦. 

The  pharifee  was  one  of  that  feft,  who,  in  our 
Saviour's  time,  what  by  the  aufterity  of  their  lives 
— ^ — their  publick  alms-deeds,  and  greater  pretences  to 
piety  than  other  men,  had  gradually  wrought  them- 
felves  into  much  credit  and  reputation  with  the  peo- 
ple ;  and  indeed,  as  the  bulk  of  thefe  are  eaiily  caught 
with  appearances,  their  charad:er  feems  to  have  been 
admirably  well  fuited  to  fuch  apurpofe.   ■      If  you 
looked  no.  farther  than  the  outward  part  of  it,  you 
wpuld  think  It  made  up  of  all  goodnefs  and  perfec- 
tion ;  an  uncommon  fandlity  of  life,  guarded  by  great 
decorum  and  feverity  of  manners, — profufe  and  fre. 
quent  charities  to  the  poor — many  a6ls  of  religion-^ 
much   obfervance    of  the    law— much  abilinence— 
much  prayer.-— 

It  is  pamful  to  fufpefl:  the  appearance  of  fo  mudi 
good  and  would  have  been  fo  here,  had  not  our 
blefled  Saviour  left  us  their  real  charader  upon  re- 
cord, and  drawn  up  by  himfelf  in  one  word— that 
the  fed  were  like  whitened  fepulchrcs,  all  fair  and 
beautiful  without,  and,  enriched  there  with  whatever 
could   attrad  the  eye  of  the  beholder  j  but,  when 

*  Preached  in  Ltnu 
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fepfched  within-fide^  were  full  of  corrnption,  and  of 
whatever  could  (hock  and  difgufi  the  fearcher.  So 
that  with  all  their  affedation  of  piety^  and  more 
extraordinary  fbri^nefs  and  regularity  in  their  out- 
ward deportment^  all  was  irregular  and  uncultivated 
within.  ^nd  all  thefe  fair  pretences,  how  promif. 
ing  foever,  blafled  by  the  indulgence  of  the  wbril  of 
human  paffions,-— pride — fpiritual  pride,  the  worft 
of  all  pride — hypocrify,  felf  love,  covctoufncfs,  ex- 
tortion, cruelty,  and  -revenge.  What  pity  it  is  that 
the  faciei  name  of  religion  ihould  ever  have  been 
borrowed,  and  employed  in  fo  bad  a  work,  as  rn 
covering  over  fuch  «  black  catalouge  of  vices— —or 
that  the  fair  form  of  virtue  fhould  have  been  thus  dif- 
graced  and  for  ever  drawn  into  fufpicion,  from  th« 
Tinworthy  afes  of  this  kind  to  which  the  artful  and 
sbandoned  have  often  put  her  i  The  pbarifee  feems 
to  have  had -not  many  fcruplcs  of  this  kind  ;  and  the 
prayer  he  makes  ufe  of  in  the  temple  is  a  true  pic- 
ture  of  the  man's  heart,  and  ihows  with  what  a  dif- 
pofition  and  frame  of  mind  he  came  to  worfhip.-— 

God  !  1  thank  thee,  that  thou  haft  fom>ed  me  of 
different  materials  from  the  reft  of  my  fpecies, 
vhom  thou  haft  created  frail  and  vain  by  nature, 
but  by  choice  and  difpoficion  utterly  corrupt  and 
wicked. 

Me,  thou  haft  fafhioned  in  a  different  mould,  and 
haft  infafed  fo  large  a  portion  of  thy  fpirit  into  me^ 
lo !  I  am  raifed  above  the  temptations  and  defires  to 
which  flefh  and  blood  are  fubjedl:.-..^ — I  thank  thee 
that  thou  hald  made  me  thus  not  a  frail  veftel  of 

claj,  like  that  of  other  men — or  even  this  publican. 

Da 
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bat  that  I  ftand  here  a  chofen  and  fandified  veflfd 
unto  thee. 

After  this  obvious  paraphrafe  upon   the   words, 
which  fpeaks  no  naore  than  the   true  fpirit  of  the 

pharifee's  prayer, ^you  would  naturally  aik,  what 

reafon  was  there  for  all  this   triumph  or   what 

foundation  could  he  have  to  infult  in  this  manner 
over  the  infirmities  of  mankind — *— or  even  thofe  of 
the  humble  publican  who  flood  before  him  ? — Why, 
fays  he,  I  faft  twice  in  the  we«k,I  give  tithes  of  all 
that  I  poffefs.  ■  ■■  Truly,  a  very  indifferent  account 
of  himfelf— and  if  that  was  all  he  had  to  offer  in 
his  own  behalf,  God  knows,  it  was  but  a  weak 
foundation  to  fupport  fo  much  arrogance  and  felf- 
conceit ;  becaufe  the  obfervance  of  both  the  one  and 
the  other  of  thefe  ordinances  might  be  fuppofed  well 
enough  to  be  confiflent  with  the  ,  mod  profligate  of 
life  and  manners. 

The  'condudt  and  behaviour  of  the  publican  appears 

very  different— and  indeed  as  much  the  reverfe  to 

this,  as  you  could  conceive.     But  before   we  enter 
upon  that,  as  I  have  fpoken  largely  to  the  charader 

of  the  pharifee,  'twill  be  bat  juftice  to  fay  a  word  or 

wo  in  general  to  his The  publican  was  one  of 

that  order  of  men  employed  by.  the  Roman  emperors 

in  levying  the  taxes  and  contributions  which  were 

from  time  to  time  exacted  from  Judea  as  a  conquer* 

ed  nation.    Whether  from  the  particular  fate  of  that 

employment,  owing  to  the  fixed  averfion  which  men 

have  to  part  with  what  is  their  own,  or  from  what- 

ver  ether  caufes  it  happenec'— fo  it  was  ;  that  the 

whole   fet  of  men  were  odious,  infomuch  that  the 
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narne  of  9  publican  was  a  term  of  reproach  and  in>- 
famj  aiDongft  the  Jews* 

Perhaps  the  many  inftances  of  rigour  to  which 
tbeir  office  might  dire6l  thenw—— heightened  fome- 
times  bj  a  mixture  of  cruelty  and  infolence  of  their 

own and  poiBblj  always  made  to  appear  worfe 

than  they  were  by  the  loud  clamours  and   mifrepre- 

fcmations  of  others -all  might  have  contributed  to 

form  and  fix  this  odiuni.    But  it  was  here^  no  doubt^ 
as  in  all  other  claffes  of  men  whofe  profeflions  expole 
them  to  more  temptations  than   that  of  others 
that  there  are  numbers  who  fkill  behave  well,  and 
who  amidfl  all  the  fnares   and   opportunities  which 

lie  in  their  way, -pafs  through  them,  not  only 

with  an  unblemiflied  chara6ler,  but  with  die  inward 
teftimony  of  a  good  confcience* 

The  publican  in  airiikelihood  was  one  of  thcfe — 
and  the  fentiments  of  candour  and  humility  which 
the  view  of  his  condition  infpired,  are  fuch  as  could 
come  only  from  a  heart  and  character  thus  defcribed. 

He  goes  up  into  the  temple  to  pay  his  facrifice  of 
prayer— in  the  difcharge  of  which,  he  pleads  no  me- 
rit of  his  own,  enters  into  no  comparifon  with 
others, — or  juftification  of  himfelf  with  GoD  \  but, 
m  reverence  to  that  holier  part  of  the  temple  where 
his  prefence  was  fuppofed  more  immediately  to  be 
difplayed — ^he  keeps  afar  off — is  afraid  to  lift  up  his 

cyes  towards  heaven ^but  fmites  upon^his   breaft^ 

and  in  a  fliort  but  fdrvent  ejaculation-— fubmifEvely 
begs  God  to  have  mercy  upon  his  fins_.  O  God  J. 
how  precious,  how  amiable,  is  true  humility  !  what 
a  difference  in  thy  fight  does  it  make  to    confifl   he- 

r>4 
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twixt  man  and  man !    Pride  was  not  m^de  for  a 

creature  with  fuch  manifold    imperfedions  ; — reli- 

*  gious  pride  is  a  drefs  which  ftill  worfe  becomes  him 

becaufe,  of  all  others,  *tis  that  to  which  he  has 

the  leaft  pretence. ^The  beft  of  us  fall  feven  times 

a  day,  and  thereby  add  fome  degree  of  unprofitablc- 
nefs  to  the  character  of  thofe  who  do  all  that  is  com- 
manded   them. ^Was  I   pcrfeft,    therefore,    fays 

Job,  I  would  not  know  my  foul,  I  would  be  filent, 
I  would  be  ignorant  of  my  own  righteoufnefs ;  for 
Ihould  I  fay  I  was  perfe6l,  It  would  prove  me  to  be 
perverfe.  From  this  introdu6tion,  I  will  take  occa- 
fion  to  recommend  this  virtue  of  religious  htimility, 
which  fo  naturally  falls  from  the  fubje6l,  and  which 
cannot  more  effeftually  be. enforced,  than  by  an  in- 
quiry into  the  chief  caufes  which  produce  the  oppo- 
fite  vice  to  it — that  of  fpiritual  pride; — for  in  this 
malady  of  the  mind  of  man  ■  ■  the  cafe  is  parallel 
with  moft  others  of  his  body,  the  dangers  of  which 
can  never  rightly  be  apprehended ;  nor  can^remedies 
be  applied  either  with  judgment  or  fuccefs,  till  they 
are  traced  back  to  their  firll  principles,  and  the  feeds 
of  the  diforder  are  laid  open  and  confide  red. 

And  firft,  I  believe,  one  of  the  moft  general  caufes 
of  fpiritual  pride,  is  that  which  feems  to  have  miflad 
the  pharifee — a  miftaken  notion  of  the  true  principles 
of  his  religion.  He  thought,  no  doubt,  that  the 
whole  of  it  was  comprehended  in  the  two  aricles  of 
paying  tithes   and  frequent  fafting,  and   that  when 

he  had  difcharged  his  confcience  of  them he  had 

done  all  that  was  required  at  his  hands^  and  might 
^th  reafon  go  and  thank  God  that  he  had  not  made 


h'm  like  others. — It  is  not  to  be  qneftionedy  but 
through  force  of  this  error,  the  pharifec  might  think 
himfelf  to  be^  what  he  pretended,  a  religious  and 

upright  man ^For  however  he  might  be  brought 

to  ad  a  double  and  infincere  part  in  the  eyes  of  mea 
npon  worldlj  views— it  is  not  to  be  fuppofed-^that 
when  he  flood  by  himfelf,  apart  in  the  temple,  and 
BO  witnefTes  of  what  paiTed  between  him  and  his  God 
—that  he  fiiould  knowingly  and  wilfully  have  dared 
to  ad  fo  open  and  barefaced  a  fcene  of  mockery  in 
the  face  of  Heaven.  This  is  fcarce  probable— and 
therefore  it  muft  have  been  owing  to  fome  delufion 
in  his  education,  which  had  early  planted  in  his 
miod  falfe  and  wretched  notions  of  the  eflentials  of 

religion ^which,  as  he  grew  up,  had  proved   the 

feeds  of  infinite  error  both  in  praftice  and  fpecula* 
tion* 

With  the  reft  of  his  fe6l,  he  had  been  fo  principled 
and  inflrn&ed  as  to  obferve  a  fcrupulous  nicety  and 
mod  religious  exa^hiefs  in  the  leffer  matters  of  his 
rdigion^ — ^its  frequent  wafhiilgs — ^its  fa(lings,and  other 
external  rites,  of  no  merit  in  themfelves — but  ta 
ftaod  exempted  from  the  more  troublefome  exaftnfs 
in  the  weightier  matters  of  the  law,  which  were  of 
eternal  and  unchangeable  obligation.     So  that,  they 

were  in  truth  blind  guides who  thus  wopld  ft  rain 

it  a  gnat,  and  yet  fwallow  a  cainel  ;  and,  as  our 
Saviour  reproves  them  from  a  familiar  inftance  of 
domefticinconfiftency— would  make  clean  the  outfid«r 
of  the  cup  and  platter— yet  fuffer  the  infide  ■  the 
moft  material  part,  to  be  full  of  corruption  and  ex- 
teis.    From  this,  knowledge  of  the  character   and 
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princples  of  the  pbarifeey  'tis  eafj  to  account  for  his 
fentiments  and  behaviour  in  the  temple,  which  were 
juft  fuch  as  they  would  have  led  one  to  have  ex- 
peded. 

Thus  it  has  always  happened,  by  a  fatality  com- 
mon to  all  fuch  abufes  of  religion,  as  make  it  to  con- 
fift  in  external  rites  and  ceremonies  more  than  inward 
purity  and  integrity  of  heart. — As  thefe  outward 
things  are  eafily  put  in  practice — ^and  capable  of 
being  attained  to,  without  much  capacity,  or  much 
oppofition  to  flefh  and  blood^-i-  it  too  naturally  betrays 
the  ^rofeiTors  of  it  into  a  grouudlefs  perfuaiion  of 
their  own  godlinefs,  and  a  defpicable  one  of  that  of 
others,  in  their  religious  capacities,  and  the  relations 
in  which  they  (land  towards  God  :  which  is  the  very 
definition  of  fpiritual  pride. 

When  the  true  heat  and  fpirit  of  devotion  is  thus 
loll  and  extinguiflied  under  a  cloud  of  oftentatious 
ceremonies  and  geflures,  as  is  remarkable  in  the  Ro- 
man church— where  the  celebration  of  high  mafs, 
when  fet  off  to  the  bed  advantage  with  all  its  fcenical 
decorations  and  finery,  looks  mor^  like  a  theatrical 
performanc;^,  than  that  humble  and  folemn  appeal 
which  duft  and  afhes  are  offering  up  to  the  throne  of 
God  ; — when-  religion,  I  fay,  is  thus  clog^d  and 

bore  down  by  fuch  a  weight  of  ceremonies it  is 

much  eafier  to  pul  in  pretenfions  to  holinefs  upon 
fuch  a  mechanical  fyftem  as  is  left  of  it,  than  where 
the  charader  is  only  to  be  got  and  maintained  by  a 
painful  confli6l  and  perpetual  war  againfl  the  paf- 
fions.  *Tis  ea^er,  for  inftance,  for  a  zealous  papift 
to  crofs  himfelf  and  tell  his  beads,  than  for  an  bum- 
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bfe  proteftant  to  fubdue  the  lufts  of  anger^  intempe- 
rance, crucltj,  and  revenge,  to  appear  before  Lis 
Maker  with  that  preparation  of  mind  which  becomes 
hun.  The  operation  of  being  fprinklcd  with  holj 
water,  is  not  fo  difficult   in  itfelf,  as   that   of  beiiTg 

chafte  and  fpotlcfs  within confcions  of  no   dirty 

riionght  or  diihonefl  aftion.  'This  a  mueh  ifaorter 
waj  to  kneel  down  at  a  confeflional  and  receive  ab» 
IblutioTi — ^than  to  live  fo  as  to  defer ve  it — not  at  the 

bands  of  men — ^but   at   the  hands  of  God who< 

fees  the  heart,  and  cannot  be  impofed  on Tlie 

achievement  of  keeping  Lent,,  or  abftaining  fronr 
flelli  on  certain  days,  is  not  £0  hard,.  a&  that  ef  ab- 
ftaining frona  the  works  of  it  at  all  times— efpecially 
as  the  point  is  generally  managed  amongd  the  richer 
(on  with  fuch  art  jand  epicurifm  at  their  tables 
and  with  fuch  indulgence  to  a-  poor  mortified  appe- 
tite— that  an  entertainment  upon  a  fall  is  much  more: 
likely  to  produce  ^furftit  than  a  fit  of  forrow* 

One  might  run  the  parallel  much  farther,,  but  this> 
maj  be  fuilicient  to  fhow  how  dangereous  and  delu-* 
five  the£e  mi  (lakes  ai'e,N^-pbow  apt  to  miflead  and> 
overfet  weak  minds  which  are  ever  apt  to  be  caught 
by  the  pomp  of  fuch  external  parts  ofreligion.  This 
is  fo  evident^  that  even  in  our  own  church,  where 
there  is  the  greateft  chaflity  in  things  of  this  nature 
— and  of  which  none  are  retailied  in  oar  worfhip^ 
but  what,  I  believe,,  tend  to  excite  and  alfift  it — ^^tt 
foftrongA  propenfity  is  there  in  our  nature  to  ienfe- 

and  fo  unequal  a  match.  i&  the  underflandlng  of" 

the  bulk  of  mankind,  for  the  impreffions  of  outv\ai<l; 
tilings— that    we    fco  thoufands  who  every   dujjf 
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miAake  the  (hadow   for  the  fubftance,  and,   was  it 
fairly  put  to  the  trial^  would  exchange  the  reality  for 

the  appearance. 

You  fee  this  was  almoft  univerfally  the  cafe  of  the 
Jewifli  church — where,  for  want  of  a  proper    guard 
and  diftindlion  betwixt  the  means,  of  religion  and  re« 
Itgion  itfelfy  the  ceremonial  part  in  time  ate   away 
the  moral  part,  and  left  nothing  but  a  {hadow  behind. 
— — 'Tis  to  be  feared  the  buffooneries  of  the  Romiih 
church  bid  fair  to  do  it  the  fame  ill  office,'  to  the  dif- 
grace  and  utter  ruin  of  Chriflianity  wherever  popery 
is  eftablifl^ed.      What  then  remains,  but   that   we 
reftify  thefe  grofs  and  pernicious  notions  of  religion, 
and  place  it  upon  its  true  bottom,  which  we  can  only 
do,  by  bringing  back  religion  to  that  cool  point   of 
reafon  which  firfl  (bowed  us  its  obligation — ^by   al- 
ways remembering  that  God  is  a   fpirit — and  xnufl 
be  worfliipped  fuitable  to  his  nature,  i.  t,  in  fpirit 
and  in  truth — and  that  the  moll  acceptable  facrifice 
we  can  offer  him  is  a  virtuous  and  an  upright  mind 
— and  however  neccffary  it  is,  not  to  leave  the  cere- 
monial and  pofitive  parts  of  religion  undone — jtt  not 
like  the  pharifee  to    reft    there-       and    omit    the 
weightier  matters,  but  keep  this  in  view  perpetually, 
that  though  the  inftrumental  duties  of  religion  are 
duties  of  unqueftionable  obligation  to  us — ^yet  they 
are  ftill  but  Instrumei^tal  Duties,  conducive  to 
the  great  end  of  all  religipn— which  is  to  purify  our 
hearts— and  conquer  our  paffions — and,  ife  a  word, 
to  make  us  wifer  and  better  men  better  neigh- 

bours— better  citizens — and  better  fervants  to  God. 
To  whom,  &c. 
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Vindication  of  Human  Nature, 
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For  none  of  u«  livcih  to  himfelf. 

1  HERE  is  not  a  fentence  in  fcriptnre,  which  ftrikes 
a  narrow  foul  ^ith  greater  aftodifhment ; — and  one 
might  as  ea&ly  eitgage  to  clear  up  the  darkefl  pro- 
blem in  geometry  to  an  ignorant  mind,  as  make  a 
fordid  one  comprehend  the  truth  and  reafonablenefs 
of  this  plain  propofition No  roan  liveth  to  him- 
felf I  Why  ? — Does  any  man  live  to  any  thing  elfe  ? 
—In  the  whole  compafs  of  human  life^  can  a  pril- 
dent  man  fleer  to  a  fafer  point  ?— ^Not  live  to  himfelf ! 
— To  whom  then  ?  ■  Can  any  interefts  or  concerns 
which  are  foreign  to  a  man^s  felf  have  fuch  a  claim 
over  him,  that  he  muft  ferve  under  them, — fufpend 
his  own  purfuits,— — ftep  out  of  his  right  courfe,  till 
others  have  paiTed  by  him,  and  attained  the  feveral 
ends  and  purpofes  of  living  before  him  ? 

If,  with  a  felfiih  heart,  fuch  an  inquirer  {hould 
happen  to  have  a  fpeculating  head  too,  he  will  pro- 
ceed, and  alk  you,  Whether  this  fame  principle 
i»luch  the  apofUc  here  throws  out  of  the  life  of  man. 


86  SERMON  Til. 

19  not  in  faft  the  grand  bias  of  his  nature?— That 
however  we  may  flatter  ourfelves  with  fine-fpun  no- 
tions of  difintereftednefs  andheroifm  in  what  we  doj 
were  the  moft  popular  of  our  aftiors  dripped  naked, 
and  the  true  motives  and  intentions  of  them  fearched 
to  the  bottom  ;  we  (hould  find  little  reafon  for 
triumph  upon  that  fcore. 

In  a  worfl,  he  will  faj,  that  a  man  is  altogether  a 
bubble  to  himfelf  in  this  matter,  and  that  after  all 
that  can  be  faid  in  his  behalf,  the  trued  definition 
that  can  be  given  of  him  is  this,  that  he  is  a  felfiifa 
animal  j  and  that  all  his  adtions  have  fo  ilrong  a 
tin^ure  of  that  charafter,  as  to  (how  (to  whomever 
elf^P^  was  intended  to  live^  that  in  fa6t  he  lives  only 
to  Himfelf. 

Before  I  reply  diredly  to  this  accufation,  I  cannot 
help  obferving  by  the  way,  that  there  is  fcarce  any 
thing  which  has  done  more  differvice  to  fecial  virtue, 
than  the  frequent   reprefentations  of  human  nature 
under  the  hideous  picture  of  deformity,  which,^  by 
leaving  out  all  that  is  generous  and  friendly  in  the 
heart  of  man,  have  funk  him  below  the  level  of  a 
brute,  as  if  he  was  acompofition  of  all  that  was  mean- 
fpirited  and    felfifh.     Surely  ^tis    one    ftep  towards 
a^ing  well,  to  think  worthily  of  our  nature  j  and  as 
in  common  life  the  way  to  make  a  honeft  man,  is  to 
fuppofe  him  fo,  and  treat  him  as  fuch  ;— fo  here, 
to  fet  fome  value  upon  ourfelves,  enables  us  to  fup- 
port  the  charadler,  and  even  infpires  znd  adds  fenti- 
ments  of  generofity  and  virtue   to   thofe  which  we 
have  already  preconceived.     The  fcripture  tells,  that 
Goi>  made  man  in  his  own  image,, not  fmcly  in 
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the  fenfitive  and  corporeal  part  of  him,  that  could 
bear  do  refemblance  ^vith  a  pure  and  infinite  Spifit 
—but  what  refemblance  he  bore  was  undoubtedly  in 
the  moral  reAitude,  and  the  kind  and  benevolent  af- 
fedioDs  of  his  nature.  And  though,  the  brightnefs 
of  this  image  has  been  fuUied  greatly  by  the  fall  of 
man  in  our  firft  parents,  and  the  charaders  of  it  ren- 
dered ftill  lefs  legible  by  the  many  fuperindu^tions 
of  his  own  depraved  appetites  fince, — ^yet  'tis  a  laud- 
able pride  and  a  true  greatnefs  of  mind  to  cheriQi 
a  belief,  that  there  is  fo  much  of  that  glorious  image 
flill  left  upon  it,  as  (hall  reilrain  him  frooi  bafe  and 
difgraceful  anions  ;  to  anfwer  which ,  end,  what 
thought  can  be  more  conducive  than  that  ofji^ur 
being  made  in  the  likenefs  of  the  greateft  and  beft  of 
Beings  ?  this  is  a  plain  confequence.  And  the  con- 
iideration  of  it  ihould  have  in  fome  meafure  been  a 
protedion  to  human  nature,  from  the  rough  ufage 
fie  has  met  with  from  the  fatirical  pens  of  fo  many 
of  the  French  writers,  as  well  as  of  our  own  country, 
who,  with  more  wit  than  well-  meaning,  have  defpe- 
ratelj  fallen  foul  upon  the  whole  fpecies,  as  a  fiet  of 
creatures  incapable  either  of  private  friendfhip  or 
publick  fuirit,  but  juA  as  the  cafe  fuited  their  own  in- 
terefl  and  advantage. 

That  there  is  felfiflmefs  and  meannefs  enough  m 
the  fools  of  one  part  of  the  world,  to  hurt  the  credit 
of  the  other  part  of  it,  is  what  I  fhall  not  difpute 
againil ;  l)ut  to  judge  of  the  whple  from  this  bad 
fample,  and  becaufe  one  man  is  plotting  and  artful 
in  his  nature,— or  a  fecond  openly  makes  his  pleafure 
or  his  profit  the  folc  centre  of  all  his  defigns, — or  be- 
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caufe  a  third  ftrait-hearted  wretch  fits  confined  with- 
in bimfelf feels  no  misfortunes,  but  thofe  which 

touch  himfelf ;  to  involve  the  whole  race  without 
mercy  under  fuch  detefted  charafters,  is  a  conclufion 
as  falfe  as  it  is  pernicious  ;  and  was  it  in  general  to 
gain  credit,  could  ferve  no  end,  but  the  rooting  out 
of  our  nature  all  that  is  generous,  and  planting  in 
the  Head  of  it  fuch. an  aVerfion  to  each  other,  as  muft 
untie  the  bands  of  focietj,  and  rob  us  of  one  of  the 
greateft  pleafures  of  it,  the  mutual  communication 
of  kind  ofiices  ;  and  by  poifoning  the  fountain,  render- 
ing every  thing  fufpefted  that  flows  from  it. 

To  the  honour  of  human  nature,  the  fcripture 
teaches  us,  that  God  made  man  upright, — and 
?hough  he  has  fince  found  out  many  inventions, 
which  have  much  difhonoured  this  noble  ftruAure, 
yet  the  foundation  of  it  ftands  as  it  was, — the  whole 
frame  and  defign  of  it  carried  on  upon  focial  virtue 
and  public  fpirit,  and  every  member  of  us  fo  evident- 
ly fupported  by  this  ftrong  cement,  that  we  may  fay 
with  the  apoftle,  that  no  man  liveth  to  bimfelf.  In 
whatfoever  light  we  view  him,  we  fhall  fee  evidently, 
that  there  is  no  ftation  or  condition  of  this  life, 
ho  office  or  relation,  or  circunrftance,  but  there  arifc 
from  it  fo  many  ties,  fo  many  indifpenfable  claims 
upon  him-,  as  muft  perpetually  carry  him  beyond  any 
ftlfifh  confideration,  and  ihow  plainly  that  was  a 
man  fooliftily  wicked  enough  to  defign  to  live  to  him- 
felf alone,  he  would  either  find  it  imprafiiicable,  or 
he  would  lofe,  at  leaft,  the  very  thing  which  made 
life  itfelf  defirable.  We  know  that  our  Creator,  like 
an  all-wife  contriver,  in  this,  as  in  all  other   of  his 
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works  has  implanted  in  mankind  fuch  appetites  and 
inclinations  as  were  fuitable  for  their  Aate ;  that  i^ 
lach  as  would  naturally  lead  him  to  the  love  of  fow 
cictj  and  friendfhip,  without  which  he  would  have 
l>een  found  in  a  worfe  condition  than  thc'v^ry  beafl^ 
of  the  field.  No  one,  therefore,  who  lives  in  fociet j, 
can  be  faid  to  live  to  himfelf, — he  lives  to  his  GoD, 
—to  his  king,  and  his  country.  He  lives  to  his 
family,  to  his  friends,  to  all  under  his  truft,  and,  ifi 
a  word,  he  lives  to  the  whole  race  of  mankinds 
whatfoever  has  the  charafter  of  men,  and  wears  the 
fame  image  of  GoD,  that  he  does,  is  truly  his  brother 
and  has  a  juft  claim  to  his  kindnefs.— That  this  is 
the  cafe  in  fadt,  as  well  as  in  theory,  may  be  made 
pUin  to  any  one  who  has  made  any  obfervations 
upon    human    life.  When    we   have    traced    it 

through  all  its  connections  ■  viewed  it  under  the 
feveral  obligations  which  fucceed  each  other  in  a  per- 
petaal  rotation  through  the  different  ftagci  of  a  haftjr 
pilgrimage,  we  (hall  find  that  thefe  do  operate  fo* 
ilrongly  upon  it,  and  lay  us  juftly  under  fo  many  re- 
firaints,  that  We  are  every  hour  facnficing  fomething 

tofociet'  'n  return  for  the  benefits  we  receive  froni 
it. 

To  ill  u  ft  rate  this,  let  us  take  a  fhort  furvey  of  the 
life  of  any  one  man  (not  liable  to  great  exceptions, 
but  fuch  a  life  as  is  common  to  moll);  let  us  examine 
it  merely  to  this  point,  and  try  how  far  it  will  anfwer 
fuch  a  reprefentation. 

If  we  begin  with  him  in  that  early  age  wherein 
the  ftrongeft  marks  of  undifguifed  tendcrnefs  and 
difioterefied    compaffion  fhow  themfelvcs— -I   might 


90  SERMON  VII. 

previouflj  obferve,  with  wbatimpreflionshe  is  comue 
out  of  the  hands  of  God,  with  the  very  bias  upon 
his  nature,  which    prepares    him  for  the  chara6ter 
which  he  was  defigned  to  fulfil.      But  let  us  pafs  by 
the  years  which  denote  childhood,  as  no  lawful  evi- 
dence, you'll  fay,  in  this  difpute  ;  let  us  follow  him 
to  the  period,  when  he  is  juft  got  loofe  from  tutors 
and  governors,  when  his  adtions  may  be  argued  upon 
with  lefs  exception*       If  you  obferve,  you  will  find, 
that  oile  of  the  firft  and  leading  propenfities  of  his 
nature,  is  that  which  difcovers  itfelf  in  the  defires  of 
fociety,  and  the  fpoataneous  love  towards  thofe   of 
his  kind.     And  thdugh  the  natural  wants  and  exi- 
gences of  his  condition  are,  no  doubt,  one  reafon   of 
this  amiable  impulfe, — God  having  founded  that  in 
him  as  a  provifional  fecurity  to  make  him  fecial  ; — 
yet  though  it  is  a  reafon  in  nature — *tis  a  reafon  to 
him  yet  undifcovered.     Youth  is  not  apt  to  philofo- 
phife  fo  deeply — but  follows — as  it  feels  itfelf  prompt- 
ed by  the  inward  working  of  benevolence— without 
view  to  itfelf,  or  previous   calculation  either  of  the 
lofs  or  profit  which  may^  accrue.     Agreeably  to  this, 
obferve  how  warmly,  how  heartilj^   he  enters  into 
friend  (hips, — how  difinterefted,  and  unfufpicious   in 
the  choice  of  them,         how  generous  and  open  in 
his  profeffions  ! — how  fincere   and  honeft   in  making 
them  good  ! — When  his  friend  is  in  diftrefs,— what 
lengths  he  will  go, — what  hazards  he  will  bring  upon 
himfelf,  what  embarraflment  upon  his  affairs  to 

extricate  and  ferve  him  !  If  man  is  altogether  a  felfifh 
-creature  (as  thefe  moralize rs  would  make  him)  *tis 
tain  he  does  not  arrive  at  the  full  maturity  of  it, 
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in  this  time  of  his  life. ^No. — If  he  deferves  any 

accufatioSy  is  'tin  the  other  extreme,  "  That  in  his 
"  jeoth  he  is  generallj  more  fool  than  knave  ;"— 
and  fo  far  from  being  fufpeded  of  living  to  hirofelf^ 
that  he  lives  rather  to  everj  bodj  elfe  ;  the  uncon« 
{cioufnefs  of  art  and  defign,  in  his  own  intentions^ 
leodering  him  fo  utterly  void  of  a  fufpicion  of  it  in 
others,  as  to  leave  him  too  oft  a  bubble  to  every  one 
who  whould  take  the  advantage. — But  you'll  fay,  he 
foon   abates  of  theffe  tranfports  of  difinterefted  love  j 

and  as  he  grows  older, grows  wifer,  and  learns 

to  live  more  to  himfelf. 

Let  us  examine « 

That  a  longer  knowledge  of  the  world,  and  fome 

experience  of  infincerity, will  teach  him  a  leffon 

of  3iore  caution  in  the  choice  of  friei-dfhips,  and  lefs 
ibrwardnefs  in  the  undiflioguiihed  offers  of  his  fer« 
v'iccs,  is  what  I  grant.  But  if  he  cools  of  thefe, 
<]oes  he  not  grow  warmer  fiill  in  connexions  of  a 
different  kind  ?  Follow  him,  I  pray  you,  into  the 
next  ftage  of  life,  where  he  has  entered  into  engage- 
ments, and  appears  as  the  father  of  a  family,  and  you 
will  fee  the  paffions  dill  remains — the  llream  fome- 
what  more  confined —  but  runs  the  ftronger  for  it, 
-^— the  fame  benevolence  of  heart  altered  only  in 
its  courfe,  and  the  difference  of  objcds  towards 
which  it  tends.  Take  a  fliort  view  of  him  in  this 
%ht,  as  a6ling  under  the  many  tender  claims  which 

that  relation    lays    upon    him, fpending     many 

weary  days  and  fleeplefs  nights — utterly  forgetful  of 
himfelf,  intent  only  upon  his  family,  and  with  an 
anxious  heart  contriving  and  labouring  to  preferve  it 
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from  diftrcfs,  againft  that  hour  when  he  {hall  1d< 
taken  from  its  proteftion.  Does  fuch  a  one  live  tt 
Tiimfelf  ? — He  who  rifes  early,  late  takes  reft,  anc 
cats  the  bread  of  carefulnefs,  to  fave  others  the  troxi- 
ble  of  doing  fo  after  him  ;  does  fuch  a  one  live  onlj 

to  himfeif  ? Ye,  Vho   are   parents,  anfwer    tbi: 

qneftion  for  him.  How  oft  have  ye  facrificed  youi 
health, — your  eafe, — ^your  pleafures,  ■  nay,  xl\< 
vety  comforts  of  your  lives,  for  the  fake  of  your  chit- 
dren  ? — How  many  indulgences  have  ye  given  up  : 
What  felf  denials  and  difficulties  have  ye  cheer- 
fully undergone  for  them  ! — In  their  ficknefs,  or  re- 
ports of  their^mifconduft,  hew  have  ye  gone  on  your 
way  for  rowing  f  What  alarms  within  you,  when  fancy 
forbodes  but  imaginary  misfortunes  hanging  over 
them  ? — Bat  when  real  ones  have  overtaken  them  J 
and  mif chief  hef alien  them  in  the  way  in  which  they  have 
gone^  how,  (harper  than  a  fword,  have  ye  felt  the 
workings  of  parental  kindnefs  ?  In  whatever  period 

of  human  life  we  look  for  proofs  of  felfiOmefs, 

let  us  not  feek  them  in  this  relation  of  a  parent, 
whofe  whole  life,  when  truly  known,  is  often  little 
clfc  but  a  fucceffion  of  cares,  heart-aches,  and  dif- 
quieting  apprehenfions,— enough  to  fiiow  that  he  is 
but  an  inftrument  in, the  hands  of  God  to  provide 
for  the  well-being  of  others,  to  fcrvc  their  intereft  as 
well  as  his  own. 

If  you  try  the  truth  of  this  reafoning  upon  every 
other  part  or  fituation  of  the  fame  life,  you  will  find 
it  holds  good  in  one  degree  or  other.  Take  a  view 
of  it  out  of  thefe  clofer  connections  both  of  a  friend 
and  parent.— ii — Confider  him  for  a  moment  under 
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X\i2X  natural  alliance  in  which  even  a  heathen  poet 
V.as  placed  him,  nam  el  j,  that  of  a  man  ;  and  a$, 
fach  to  his  honour,  as  oae  incapable  of  Handing  un« , 
concerned  in  whatever  concerns  his  fellow-<:reatares,. 
— CompaiEon  has  fo  great  a  (ba^e  in  our  nature, 
an^j  the  miferies  of  this  world  are  fo  conllant  an  ez« 
ercife  of  it,  as  to  leave  it  in  no  one's  power^  who 

deierves  the  name  of  a  man),  in  this  refpe^,  to  live  tQ 

him/elf. 

He  cannot  (lap  his  ears  againft  the  cries  of  the  un« 

fortunate.^-The  fad  ilorj  of  the  fatherkfs  and  him 

that  has  no  helper  mujt  be  heard. — The  forrowfuljighm 

\ig  of  the  prifoner  will  come  before  him  ;  and  a  thou- 

fand  other  untold  cafes  of  diftrefs  to  which  the  life 

of  man  is  fubjeft,  find  a  way  to  his  heart,  let  interefl 

^ard  the  pafls^  as  it  will  i^^fhe  hath  this  worWs 

7'iodf,  andfeeth  his  brother  haveneed^  he  will  not  be  abUp 

tojhut  up  his  bowels  of  compajjion  from  him* 

Let  any  man  of  common  humanity  look  back  up* 
on  his  own  life  as  fubjeded  to  thefe  ftrong.  claims, 
and  recoiled  the  influence  they  have  had  upon  him. 
How  oft  the  mere  impulfes  of  generofity  aod  com« 
pafEon  have  led  him  out  of  his  way  :— .In  how  many 
acls  of  charity  and  kindnefs,  his  fdlpw-feeling  for 
others  "has  made  him  forget  hi.mfelf  :-^Ia  neighbour- 
1}  offices,  how  oft  Jie  has  afted  againil  aUconfider«. 
atioDS  of  profit,  conyeaience,  pay  fometimes  even  of 
Judice  itfelf  ?  Let  him  add  to  this  account,  how 
much,  in  the  progrefs  of  his  life,  has  been  given  up 
ven  to  the  leffer  obligations  of  civility  and  good  man* 
ers, — what  reftiaints  they  have  laid  him  under  ! 
ow  large  a  portion  of  his  time,— ^how  much  of  his  in* 
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clination  and  the  plan  of  life  he  fhould  moft  have 
wifhedy  has  from  time  to  time  been  made  a  facrifice 
to  his  good  nature  and  difinclination  to  give  pain  or 
difguil  to  others. 

Whoever  takes  a  view  of  the  life  of  man  in  this 
glafs  wherein  I  have  fliown  it^  will  find  it  fo  befet 
and  hemmed  in  with  obligations  of  one  kind  or  other, 
as  to  leave  little  room  to  fufpeft,  that  man  can  live 
to  bimfslf:  and  fo  clofely  has  our  Creator  linked  us 
together  (as  well  as.  all  other  parts  of  his  works^  for 
the  preservation  of  that  harmony  in  the  frame  and 
fjflem  of  things  which  his  wifdom  has  at  firft  efla- 
bliflied, — that  we  find  this  bond  of  mutual  depend- 
ence,  however  relaxed,  is  too  flrong  to  be  broke  : 
and  I  believe,  that  the  moft  felfifh  men  find  it  is  fo, 
and  that  they  cannot,  in  fad,  live  fo  much  to  them- 
felves,  as  the  narrownefs  of  their  own  hearts  inclines 
them.  If  thefe  refledlions  are  juft,  upon  the  moral 
relations  in  which  we  ftand  to  each  other,  let  us 
clofe  the  examination  with  a  ihort  reflexion  upon 
the  great  relation  in  which  we  ftand  to  God. 

The  firft  and  more  natural  thought  on  this  fub- 
jeft,  which  at  one  time  or  other  will  thruft  itfelf 
upon  every  man's  mind,  is  this, — That  there  is  si 
God  who  made  me, — to  whofe  gift  I  owe  all  the 
powers  and  faculties  of  my  foul,  to  whofe  providence 
I  owe  all  the  bleffings  of  my  life,  and  by  whofe  per- 
miflioix  it  is  that  I  exercife  and  enjoy  them  j — that 
I  am  placed  in  this  world  as  a  creature  of  but  a  day^ 
hafting  to  the  place  from  whence  I  fliall  not  re- 
turn ; — that  I  am  accountable  for  my  conduft  and 
behav.our  to  this  great  and   wifeft  of  Beings^^  be«> 
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fore  whofe  judgmenufeat  I  mud  finally  appear,  and 
receive  the  things  done  in  my  body, — whether  they 
2re  good,  or  whether  they  are  bad* 

Can'^any  one  doubt,  but  the  mod  inconfiderate  of 
men  fometimes  fit  down  coolly,  and  make  fome  fuch 
plain  refleftions  as  thefe  upon  their  ilate  and  condi- 
tion ?._or  that,  after  they  have  made  them,  can 
one  imagine  they  lofe  all  effeft  ? — ^As  little  appear- 
ance  as  there  is  of  religion  in  the  world,  there  is  a 
great  deal  of  its  influence  felt  in  its  affairs^-'nor  can 
one  fo  root  out  the  principles  of  it,  but,  like  nature, 
thej  will  return  again,  and  give  checks  and  inter- 
ruptions to  guilty  purfuits.  There  are  feafons  when 
tbe  thoughts  of  a  juft  God  overlooking,  and  the 
terror  of  an  after- reckoning,  has  made  the  mod  de- 
teiimned  tremble,  and  flop  fhort  in  the  execution  of 
a  wicked  purpofe  ;  and  if  we  conceive  that  the  worft 
of  men  lay  fome  reftraint  upon  themfelves  from  the 
weight  of  this  principle,  what  fliall  we  think  of  the 
good  and  virtuous  part  of  the  world,  who  live  under 

fie  perpetual  influence  of  it, who  facrifice  their 

appetites  and  paffions  from  a  confcience  of  their  duty 
to  God  ;  and  confider  him  as  the  objeft  to  whom 
they  have  dedicated  their  fervice,  and  make  that  the 
iirft  principle,  and  ultimate  end  of  all  their  aAions  ? 
-"-How  many  real  and  unafieded  inflances  there 
are  in  the  world  of  men  thus  governed,  will  not 
concern  us  fo  much  to  enquire,  as  to  take  qare  that 
we  are  of  the  number  :  which  may  GcD  grant  for 
the  fake  of  Jefus  Chrift.     Amen. 
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Time  and  Chance. 
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iVcturncd  and  faw  under  the  fun,  that  the  race  is  not  to  the  fwift, 
"  — nor  the  battle  to  the  ftrong,— neither  yet  bread  to  the  wife, 
nor  yet  riches  to  men  of  underftanding,  nor  yet  favour  to 
men  of  ikill, — but  time  and  chaace  happeneth  to  them  all. 

W^HEK  a  man  cafls  a  look  upon  this  mf lancholj 
defcription  of  the  world,  and  £ees,  contrary  to  all  his 
gue0QS  and  expeftations,  what  different  fates  attend 
the  lives  of  men^-— how  oft  it  happens  in  the  world, 
that  there  ia  not  even  hread  to  the  wife,  nor  riches 
to  men  of  underfiandingy  Sec,  he  is  apt  to  con-> 
elude  with  a  figh  upon  it,— in  the  words^ — ^though 
not  in  the  fenfe  of  the  wife  man,  that  time  and  chance 
happeneth  to  them  all. — —That  time  and  chances- 
apt  feafons  and  fit  <^onjun£tures  have  the  greateft 
fwaj,  in  the  turns  and  difpofals  of  m«p's  fortuoes  : 
and  that,  as  the£e  lucky  hits  (as  thejr  areealkd):hap« 
p^  to  be  for,  of  againft  a  maB,^-*-they  either  open 
tbe  way  to  his  advancement  againft  all  obfiacles,-.^ 

or  block  it  up  againft  all  he]p3  and  attempts  ; that 

as  the  text  intimates,  neither  wtfdamy  nor  under/land^ 
"^  novjkil/,  {hall  be  able  to  furmount  them. 
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However  widely  we  majr  differ  in  our  reafoaings 
opoa  this  obfervation  of  Solomon's^  the  authority  of 
the  obfervation  is  ilroag  beyond  doubt,  and  the  evi« 
dence  given  of  it  in  all  ages  fo  alternately  confirmed 
bj  examples  and  complaints,  as  to  leave  the  fad  iu 
{eUanqaeftionable,— -~That  things  are  carried  on 
in  this  world  fometimes  fo  contrary  to  all  our  reafon« 
xngs,  and  the  feeming  probabilities  of  fuccefs,— that 
even  the  race  is  not  to  the  fwifir,  nor  the  battle  to 
the  ftrongy— >nay,  what  is  ftranger  ftill         nor  yet 
bread  to  the  wife,  who  ihould  leaft  flaod  in  want  of 
it,— nor  yet  riches  to  men  of  underftanding,  who 
you  would  think  bed  qualified  to  acquire  them, 
nor  yet  favour  to  men  of  ikill,  whofe  merit  and  pre« 
tewcs  bid  the  feireft  for  it,        but  that  there  are 
{ome&cret  and  unfeen  workings  in  human  affairs, 
which  baffle  all  our  endeavours,— nand  turn  afide 
the  courfe  of  things  in  fuch  a  manner,  ■      -that  ^t^ 
moft  likely  caufes  diCippoint  and  fail  of  producing 
for  us  the  effdSt  which  we  wifhed  and  naturally  ex« 
peAed  from  them* 

Tou  will  fee  a  man,  of  whom,  was  you  to  form  a 
conje&ore  from  the  appearances  of  things  in  his  fa^ 
Tour^-^you  would  fay  was  fetting  out  in  the  world, 
with  the  faireft  profped  of  making  his  fortune  in  it ; 
——with  all  the  advantages  of  birth  to  recomm^d 
bim,— ^f  perfonal  merit  to  fpeak  for  him  ■  ■  and  of 
friends  to  help  and  puih  him  forwards :  you  will  be* 
hold  him,  notwithftanding  this,  difappointed  in  every 
effeft  you  might  naturally  have  looked  for,  from 
them  ;  every  flep  he  takes  towards  his  advancement, 
fomething  invifible  fhall  pull  him  back,  fome  unfore- 
VaL  V.  E 
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ieen  obflacle  fliall  rife  ^ip  perpetuaUj  ia  his  waj,^  aqd 
-keep  him  there^-; — ^In  every  application  be4pak€s--*- 
.fome  untoward  circumftance  (hall  blaft  it,^ — ^He.  Ihall 
rife  carl^ — ^late  take  reft, — — -and  e?it  the  bread  of 
carefulnef§,-T— ^yetfome  happier^ipaa-fliall  ft  ill  rife 
jjp,  and  ever  ftep  in  before  him  and  leave  him  ftrug- 
^ling,  to  the  end  of  his  life,  in  the  very  ijijXit  place 
in  which  he  firil  began  it. 

The  hillory  of  a  fecond,  ihall  in  all  refpeds  be  the 
contrail  to  this.  He  fhall  come  into  the  world  with 
the  molt  unpromifingappearance,*— fliall  fet  forwards 
without  fortune,  without  friends, — ^without  talents  to 
procure  him  either  the  one  or  the  other.  Neverthe- 
Jefs,  you  will'  fee  this  clpiided  prpfpeft  brighten  up 
infenfibly,  unaccountably  before  him  ;  every  .thing 
prefent^  in  his  .way  ihall  turn  out  beyond  his  ex- 
pectations \-^ in  fpite  of  that  chain  of  unf aroxount- 

able  difficulties  which  firft  threatened  him,-— time 
and  chance  fhall  ope*!  hina  ,a  way  \' — r-a  feries  of 
fiipcefsful  occurreDces  fl\all  lead  him  by  the  hand  to 
the  fummit  of  honour  and  fortune  ;  and,  in  a  word, 
without  giving  him  the  pains  of  thinking,  or  the  cre- 
dit of  proje6ing  it,  fliall  place  him  iti  fafe  pofleffioa 
of  all,  tliat  ambition  could  wilb  fpr. 

The  hiflories  of  the  lives  and  fortunes  of  men  a^e 
full  of  indances  of  this  nature,-*--*-^where  favourable 
times  and  lucky  accidents  have  done  for  them,  what 
wifdcm  or  Ikill  could  not ;  and  there  is  fcarce  any 
one  who  has  lived  long  in  the  world,  who,  upon 
1  coking  backwards,  will  not  difcover  fuch  a  mixture 
of  thefe  in  the  many  fuccef&ful  turns  which  have 
happened  in  his  life,  ^as  to  leave  him  very  little 
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foil  to  difpute  againft  thefad,  and,  I  fhould  hope^  as 
little  upon  the  conclufions  to  be  drawn  from  it. 

Some,  indeed,  from  a  fuperficial  view  of  this  re« 
prefentation  of  things,  have  atheiflicalljr  inferred,*— 
that  becaufe  there  was  fo  much  of  lottery  in  this  life 
— *and  mere  cafualitj  feemed  to  have  fuch  a  fbare 
in  the  difpofal  of  our  affairs, — ^that  the  providence  of 
God  ftood  neuter  and  unconcerned  in  there  feveral 
workings,  leaving  them  to  the  mercy  of  time  and 
icbance  to  be  farthered  or  difappointed  as  fuch  blind 
agents  direded.  Whereas  in  truth  the  very  oppo&te 
cooclufion  follows.  For  coniider, — if  a  fuperior  in- 
telligent Power  did  not  fome times  crofs  and  over- rule 
events  in  this  world, — then  our  policies  and  defigni 
in  it  would  always  anfwer  according  to  the  wifdom 
and  flratagem  in  which  they  were  laid,  and  every 
caufe,  in  the  courfe  of  things  would  produce  its  na- 
tural effect,  without  variation.  Now  as  this  is  not 
the  cafe,  it  neceffarily  follows  from  Solomon's  rea- 
foning,  that,  if  the  race  is  not  to  the  fwift,  if  know- 
ledge and  learning  do  not  always  fecure  men  from 
want, — nor  care  and  indullry  always  make  men  rich, 

nor  art  and  ikiU  infallibly  make  men  high  in  the 

world;  that  there  is  fome  other  caufe  which  mingled 
itfclf  in  human  affairs,  and  governs  and  turns  them 
as  it  pleafes  ;  which  caufe  can  be  no  other  than  the 
Firft  Caufe  of  all  things,  and  the  fecret  and  over- 
ruling providence  of  that  Almighty  God,  who 
though  his  dwelling  is  fo  high,  yet  he  humbleth  him- 
felf  to  behold  the  things  that  are  done  in  earth,  raifing 
up  the  poor  out  of  the  duft,  and  lifting  the  beggar 
from  the  dunghill,  and,  contrary  to  all  hopes,  putting 

£  2 


«00  SERMON  VIll. 

liim  with  princes,  even  with  the  princes  of  his  people.; 

which,  bj  the  waj,    was  the  cafe  of  J)avid,  who 

-makes  the  acknowledgment  L— And  no  doubt*«i.^ne 

reafon  why  God  has  fele&ed  to  his  own  difpofal,  fo 

many  infiances  as  this,  where  events  have  tun  counter 

to  all  probabilities,— -was  to  ^ive  teflimony  to  his 

,  providence  in  governing  the  world,  and  to  engage  u& 

to  a  confideration  and  dependence  capon  ir,  for  the 

event  and  fuccdTs  of  our  undertakings  *.    JFor  un- 

dQubtedljf— as  I  faid,  it  ihouldieem  but  fuitable  to 

nature^s  laws,  that*the  race  fbould  ever  be  to  the 

fwift,— and  the  battle  to  the  ftrong  }■     .  it  is  4'eafon- 

able  that  the  beft  contrivances  and  means  ihould  have 

beft  foccefs:  j  ■     and  fince  it  often  falls  out  othecwife 

in  the  cafe  of  man,  where  the  wifefi  ,proje6l5  ax:e 

overthrown,r^and  the  moft  hopeful  means  are  blafled^ 

and  time  and  chance  happens  to  all  ^^^^you  mud  call 

in  the  Deity  to  untie  this  knot  i^-s^iox  though  at  .fua* 

dry  times-sw-fundry  events. fall  out— which  we,  who 

look  no  farther  then  the  events  themfelves,  call  chance 

Jbecaufe  they  fall  out  quite  contrary  »both  to    our  in^ 

tentions  and  our  hopes,    "^yet,  at  the  fame  time,  in 

refpcft    of  God's  providence  over-ruling  in  thefe 

events,  it  were  profane  to  call  them  chanpe,  for  they 

are  pure  deiignation,  ;and  though  inviSblc^  are  (liH 

jthe  regular  difpenfations  of  the  fuperintending  power 

of  that  Almighty  Being,  from  whom  all  the  laws 

and  powers  of  nature  are  derived,  who,  as  he  has 

.^appointed,^^fo    hqlds    them    as  inftruments  in  bis 

hand  :  and  without  invading  the  liberty  and  free*  will 

4)f  bis  creatures,  can  turn  the  pailions  and  defires  of 

^  Vidg  Tillotson'i  feriDon  oa  thlt  fubjcdl. 
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tlifir hearts  to  fulfil  his  own  righteoufAcfsy  and  work 
foch  ettc&s  in  hamaa  affairs,  which  to  us  feem 
mettlj  ca/uai,^  ■■  ..but  to  him,,  certain  and  determin- 
ed)  aad  what  his  infiaite  wifdom  fees  necelTarj  to  be 
brought  about  for  the  government  and  prefervatioa 
of  the  world,,  ov^^  which  providence  perpetually 
prcfides; 

WhefiJ^die  foos  of  Jacob  had  cifl  th?ir  brother  Jo- 
fcph  iht(rthe  pit  for  his  dfftruftion, — one  would 
Ainkj  if-  ever  any  incident  which  concerned  the  life 
of  maoy-deferved  to  be  called  chance  it  was  this  — 
That  the  company  of  Iflimaelites  Ibould  happen  to 
P*fe  bj,  in  that  open  country,  at  that  very  place,  at 
"^t  very  time  too,  wheli  this  barbarity  was  committed- 
^*^hc  was  refcued  by  fo  favoutable  a  coutingency, 
"^is  life  and  future  fortune  ftill  depended -upon 
*^ncs  of  contingencies  equally  imjf^fbbalble  ;  for  in- 
^fauce^.bad  the  bufiaefs-  of  the^^  Ifhinaelites  who 
"^Q^ht  him,  carried  them  from  Gilead,  to  any  other 
W  of  the  world  b^fides  Egypt —  ^3r,  when  they 
^frired  there^  had  they  fold  their  bond«flavc  to  any 
o^er  man  bat  Potiphar,  throughout  the  whole  em- 
P^,— or,  after  that  difpofal,  had  the  unjuft  accufa- 
tJons  of  his  raafcer's  wife  caft  the  youth  into  any 
other  dungeotv  than  that  where  the  king's  prifoners 
*^fe  kept, — or  had  it  fallen  out  at  any  other  crifis 
-'^an  when  Pharaoh's  chief  butler  was  caft  there  too  ; 
--had  this,  or  any  other  of  thefe  events  fallen  out 

^Oierwife  than  it  did, a  feries  of  unmerited  mif- 

wtanes  had  overwhelmed  him,— and,  in  confe- 
^ucnce,  the  whole  land  of  Egypt  and  Canaan.  From 
^^cfirft  opening,  to  the  conclufion  of  this  long  and 
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interefting  tranfaftion,  the  Providence  of  God  fuf- 
ftred  everj  thing  to  take  its  courfc.  The  malice  and 
cruelty  of  Jofeph^s  brethren  wrought  their  worft  mif- 
chief  againfl  him  ;  banifhed  him  from  liis  country 
and  the  proteftion  of  his  parent. — The  luft  and  bafe- 
ncfs  of  a  difappointed  woman  funk  him  ftill  deeper  ; 

-—loaded  his  character  with  an  unjuft  reproach, 

a*nd  to  complete  his  ruin,  doomed  him,  friendlefs,  to 
riie  miferies  of  an  hopelefs  prifon,  where  he  lay  ne- 
glefted.     Providence,  though  it  did  not  crofs    thefe 
events, — ^yet  Providence  bent  them  to  the  moft  mer- 
ciful ends.     When  the  whole  Drama  was   opened, 
then  the  wifdom  and  contrivance  of  every  part  of  it 
was  difplayed.     Then  it  appeared,  it  was  not  they 
fas  the  patriarch  inferred  in  confolation  of  his  bre- 
thren), it  was  not  they  that  fold  him^.  but  God  ;— 
'twas  He  fent  him   thither  before  them  ;— -his  fu- 
perintending  power  availed  itfdf  of  their  paf&ons, — 
diredl'ed  the  operations  of  them,  held  the  chain  in  his 
hand,  and  turned  and  wound  it  to  his  own  purpofe. 
*'  Ye  verily  thought  evil  againft  me,-       .but  God 
'*•  meant  it  for  good  ; — ^yc  had  the  guilt  of  a  bad  in- 
*'•  tention, — this  Providence  the  glory  of  accompli fh- 
**  inga  good  one, — ^by  p refe r v in gj^ow  a  pojljerity  upon 
*'•  the  earthy  and  bringing  to  pafs,  as  it  is  this  dajy  to 
**■  fave  much  people  alive. "^^     All  hiftoryis  full  of  fuch 
tdflimonies,  which,  though  they  may  convince  thofe 
who  look  no  deeper  than  the  furface  of  things,   that 
time  and  chance  happen  to   all,—- yet  to   thofe   who 
look  deeper,   they  manifeft,   at  the  fame  time,    that 
there  is  a  hand  much  bufier   in  human   affairs   than 
what  we  vainly  calculate  j  which,  though  the  pro--  ' 
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j^ors  of  this  world  overlook, — or  at  leaft  make  ncJ 
illoAance  form  the  formation  of  their  plans,  they 
^encrallj  find  in  the  execution  of"  them.  And 
though  the  fatalift  may  urge,  that  every  event  in  this 
life  is  brought  about  by  the  miniftry  and  chain  of 
nataral  caufes,  ■  yet,  in  anfwer,-  let  him  go  one 
ilep  higher— and  confide r, — whofe  power  it  is  that 
Msbles  their  caufes  to  work, — whofe  knowledge   it 

i>,  that  forcfees  what'  will  be  their  effeds, whofe 

gocdnefs  it  is,  that" is  invifibly  conducing  them  for- 
wards to  the  beft  and'greateft  ends  for  the  happinels 
of  his  creatures.^ 

So'  that,  as'  a  great  reafoher  ju'ftly  diflinguiflies 
Bpon  this- point,— ^"  It  is  not  only  religioufly  fpeak- 
**  wg,  but  with  the  ftricleft  and  mod  phllofophical 

^Tiitb  of  expreflion,  that  the  fcrlplure  tells  us,  that 
Oon comrnandetA?\he  raveus,-^that  they  are  hisdi- 

'*  rcfiions  which  the  winds  and  the  feas  obey.     If  his 

"  lervant  hides  hirofelf  by  the  brook,'  fuch  an   order 

'  01  caufes  and   eff.'6is  ftiall  belaid, — that  the  fowls 

'  of  the  air   fhall  minifter  to  his  fupport.     When 

''  this  recourfe  fails,  and  his  prophet  is*dire&ed  to 

*  SO  to  Zarephath,  ■  >;  •  for  that  he  hzs  cdmmdnded  a, 
**  widow  woman  there  to  fuftaln  him, — the  fame 
'  ^and  which  leads  the  prophet  to  the  gate  of  the 

*  city,— ifhall  lead  forth  the  diftrefled  widow  to  the 
' 'ame  place,    to  take  him  under  her  roof;    and 

though  upon  the  impulfe  of  a  different  occaiion 
'*  fliall  uevertlijelefs  be  made  to  fulfil  his  promife  and 
intention  of  their  mutual  prefervation." 
Thus  much    for  the  truth    and  illuftration  of  this 
i>rsat  and   fundamental  df  dlrine  of  a  Providence  j  the 
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belief  of  which  is  of  fuch  confequence  to  us  as  to  bi 
the  great  fupport  and  comfort  of  our  lives. 

Juftlj  therefore  might  the  Ffalmiff  upon  this  de 
daration,  that  the  Lord  is  King — conclude,  that  thi 
earth  maj  be  glad  therefore ;  yea,  the  multitude  o 
the  iiles  maj  be  glad  thereof. 

May  God  grant  the  perfuafion  may  make  us  a 
virtuous,  as  it  has  reafon  to  make  us  joyful ;  and  tha 

it  may  bring  forth  in  us  the  fruits  of  good  living,  t< 

his  praife.and  glory !— to  whom  be  all  might,  majeftj 

and  dominion^  now  and  for  evermore.    Amen* 
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Then  mi  falfilled  that  which  was  fpoken  by  Jeremy  the  propher. 
Ikying,— —lo  Rama  was  there  a  yoice  heard,  lamentation,  and 
weeping,  and  great  mourning ;  Rachel  weeping  for  her  children 
ud  would  not  be  comforted,  becaufe  they  are  not. 

iflE  words  which  St  Matthew  cites  here^  as  fulfil- 
ls bj  the  cruelty  and  ambition  of  Herod,— —are  ia 
the  31ft  chapter  of  Jeremiah,  the  15th  verfe.     In  the 
fcregoiog  chapter,  the  prophet  having  declared  GodV 
intention  of  turning  the  mourning  of  his  people  into 
joy,  hy  the  refioration  of  the  tribes  which  had  been 
led  awaj  captive  into  Babjlon  ;  he  proceeds,  in  the 
iKgianing  of  this  chapter,  which  contains  this  pre* 
pbefy,  to  give  a  more  particular  defcription  of  the 
great  joj  and  feftivitj  of  that  promifed  day,  whea 
they  were  to  return  once  more  to  their  own  land,  to 
enter  upon  their  ancient  poiTeffions,  and  enjoy  agaia 
^  the  priviJeges  they  had  loft,  and,  amongft  others^ 
^  what  was  above  them  all,«— -*the  favour  and 

*  f  reached  on  Intiocent't  Paj.^ 
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proteQion  of  God,  and  the  continuation  of  his  mer-*^ 

cies  to  them  and  their  poilcritj. 

To  make  therefore  the  impreffion  of  this  change  the 

ftrongcr  upon  their  minds-— he  gives  a^verj  pathetic 

rcprefentation  of  the  preceding  forrow   on  that  day 

when  they  were  fir  ft  led  away  captive. 

Thus  fakh  the  Lord,  A  voice  was  heard  in  Rama ; 

lamentation  and, bitter  weeping,  Rachel  weeping  for 

her  children,  refufing  to  be  comforted,  becaufe  they 

were  not* 

To  enter  into  the  full  fenfe  and  beauty  of  this  de- 

fcription,  it  is  to  be  remembered*  that  the   tomb  of 

Rachel,  Jacob's  beloved  wife,. as  we  read  ia  the  35th. 
of  G<enefis^  was  fituated  near  Rama,..and  betwixt  that 

place  and  Bethlehem.      Upon   which  circumftarce, 
the  prophet  raifes  one  of  the   moil  afFefting  fcenes. 
th*t  could  be  conceived  ;  for  as  the  tribes,  in  their 
forrowful  journey  betwixt  Rama  and  Belhlehexr,  in 
their  way  to  Babylon,  were  fuppofed  to  pafs  by  this 
monumental  pillar  of  their  anceftcr  Rachel,  Jacob's 
wife, — I — the  prophet,  by  a  common  liberty   in  rhe- 
toric,, introduces  her  as  rifing  up   out   of  her  fepul- 
chre ;  and,  as  the  common  mother  of  two   of  their 
tribes,  weeping  for  her.  children,  bewailing  the  fad 
cataftrophe  of  her  pofterity  led  away   into  a  ftrange 
land, — refufing  to  be  comforted,  becaufe  they  were 
not,-*^ — ^loft  and  cut  off  from  their  country,  and  in 
all  likelihood,  never  to  be  reftored  back  to  her  again.. 
The  Jewifh  interpreters  fay  upon  this,  that  the  pa- 
triarch Jacob  buried  Rachel  in  this  very  place,  forc- 
fejeing,  by  the  Spirit  of  prophefy,  that  bis  poflerity 
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ftculd  that  waj  be  led  captive,  that  fhc  might,  as 
liiey  p&lTed  her,  intercede  for  them. 

But  this  fanciful  fupeiftru<^ure  upon  the  paflage, 
feems  to  be  little  elfe  than  a  mere  dream  of  fome  of 
the  Jewifli  dodlors  ;  and  indeed,  had  thej  not  dreamt 
it  when  they  did,  'tis  great  odds  but  fomc  of  the  Ro- 
miih  dreamers  would  have  hit  upon  it  before  ncw» 
lor  as  it  favours  the  dodlrine  of  intercefHons— - — if 
vhere  had  not  been  uadeniable  voucbers  for  the  real 
iaventors  of  the  conceit,  one  (hould  much  fooncr 
have  fought  for  it  among  the  oral  traditions  of  this 
church,  than  in  the  Talmud,  where  it  is. . 

Eat   this  by  the  by.      There  is  ftill  another  inter- 
pretation of  the  words  here  cited  by  St.  Matthew 
which  altogether  excludes  this  fcenical  reprefentation 
\  We  given  of  them.        ■  By  which  'tis  thought  that 
tiiC  lamentation    of    Rachel   here  defcribed,  has  no 
i.Tiinediate  reference  to  Rachel,  Jacob'  wife,  but  that 
it  fimply  alludes-  to  the  forrows  of  her  defcendants,  . 
the  diftrcfl'ed  mothers  o£the  tribes  of  Benjamin  and 
Ephraim,  who  might  accompany  their  children  led 
into  captivity  as  far  as  Rama,  in  their  way  to  Ba- 
bjlon,  who  wept  and  wailed  upon  this  fad  occafion  ;  . 
and,  as  the  prophet  defcribes  them  in  the  perfon  of 
Rachel,  refufing  to  be  comforted  for  the  lofs  of  her 
children,  looking  upon  their  departure  without  hope 
or  profpeA  of  ever  beholding  a  return. 

Which  ever  of  the  two  fenfes  you  give  the  words 
of  the  prophet,  the  application  of  them  by  the  cvan-  . 
gelid  is  equally  j  aft  and  faithful.     For  as  the  former 
fcene  he  relates,  was  tranfaded  upon  the  very  fame^ 
ftajCj-^in  the  fjimc  diftridt  of  BethUhem  near  Rama^-, 
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— ^where  fo  nianj  mothers  of  the  fame  tribe  now  fuf-^ 
fercd  this  fecond  moft  alTrdHng  blow— the  words  of 
Jeremiah,  as  the  evangelifl  obferves,  were  literally 
acGompliflied ;  and,  no  doubt,  in  that  horrid  day,  a 
voice  was  heard  again  in  Rama,  lamentation  and 
bitter  weeping— -Rachel  weeping  for  her  children^ 
and  refufing  to  be  comforted ;  ■  ■every  Bethlemitifh 
mother  involved  in  this  calamity ,  beholding  it  with- 
hopelefis  forrow-  ■  *  jave  vent  to  it— —each  one  be- 
wailing her  children,  and  lamenting  the  hardbefs  of 
their  lot,  with  the  angnifh  of  a  heart  as  incapable  of 
confolation,.  as.  they  were  of  redrefs.  Moniler  !-^ 
could  no  cofi  deration  of  all  this  tender  forrow  ftay 

thy  hands  ? ^Could  no  reflexion  upon  fo  much 

bitter  lamentation,  throughout  the  coa(!s  of  Beth* 
lehem,  interpofe  and  plead  in  behalf  of  To  many 
wretched  objeds,  as  this  tragedy  would  make  ?■'  ■ 
Was  there  no  way  oped  to  ambition,  but  that  thoa 
mail  trample  upon  the  affedions  of  nature  ?  Could 
no  pity  for  the  innocence  of  childhood— no  fym- 
pathy  for  the  yearnings  of  parental  love,  incline  thee 
to  -fome  other  meafares  for  thy  fecurity  ■■  but  thou 
muft  thus  pitilefsly  rulh  in — ^take  the  viftim  by.  vio- 
lence  ^tear  it  from  the  embraces  of  the  mother— » 

offer  it  up  before  her  eyes — Cleave  her  difconfolate  for 
ever— broken  hearted  with  a  lofs— ^fo  affeSing  in  it* 

felf fo    circumflanced    with  horror,    that  no  time 

how  friendly  foever  to  the- mournful — ihouldever  be 
able  to  wear  out  the  impreffion  ? 

'  There  is  nothing  in  which  the  mind  of  man  is 
more  divided  than  in  accounts  q£  thi&  horrid  nature. 
For  whea  we  coofider  man  a&faihioQedby  hiftMa^ 
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ker*— innocent  and  nprigbt — ^full  of  the  tendered  dif 

pG&tions— with   a  heart  inclining  him  to  kindnefs^ 

2od  the  love  and  protection  of  his  fpecies^-this  idea 

of  him  would  almoft  fliake  the  credit  of  fuch  ar« 

Gouots  :  fo  that  to  clear  ihem— — we  are  foreed 

to  uke  a  fecond  view  of  man— *verj  dl&rent  from 

this  favourable  one,  in  which  we  inlcnfiblj  reprefent 

him  to  our  imaginations ;-— ^hat  is— -we  are  obliged 

to  confider  him—- not  as  he  was  made—- hot  as  he  i» 

—a  creature,  bj  the  violence  and  irregularity  of  his 

paffionsy  capable  of  being  perverted  from  all  thefe 

friendly  and  benevolent  propen&ties,  and  fometimes 

hurried  into  excefles  fo  oppofite  to  them,  as  to  ren* 

der  the  moft  unnatural  and  horrid  accounts  of  what 

be  does  bat  toa  probable. —The  truth  of  this  obfer« 

vuuqq   will   be   exemplified  in  the  cafe  before  us* 

for,  next  to  the  faith  and  charafter  of  the  hifioriaa 

who  reports  fuch  fiids^-^the    particular  character 

of  the  perfon.who  comnutted  them,  is  to  be  confider* 

ed  as  a  voucher  for  their  truth  and  credibility  ; 

and  if,  upon  inquiry,  it  appears,  that  the  man  a6led 

bat  confident  with  himfelf»-*->and  juft  foas  you  would 

have  expe&ed  from  his  principles,  the  credit  of  the 

hiftorian  is  reftored,-— and  the  faft  related  (lands  in- 

conteftible,  from  fo  ilrong  and  concurring  an  evi« 

dence  on  its  fide^.  ■    ■ 

With  this  view,  it  may  not  be  an  unacceptable 
application  of  the  remaining  part  of  a  difcourfe  upon 
this  day,  to  give  you  a  Iketch  of  the  charaAer  of 
Herod,  not  as  drawn  from  fcripture,«-^for  in  general 
it  fumiihes  us  with  few  materials  for  fuch  defcrip. 
^ttQS^ii..the  &cred  fcripture  cuts  off  in  few  words 
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the  hiftory  of  the  ungodly,  bow  great  foever  they 
were  in  the  eyes  of  the  world,  and  on  the  other 
hand  dwelb  larg/ely  upon  the  fmalleil  aftions  of  the 
rif^hteous. — We  find  all-  the  circumftances  of  the 
lives  of  Abraham,  Ifaac,  Jacob,  and  Jofeph,  record-^ 
ed  in  the  minuteft  inanner.-^The  wicked  feexn  only 
mentioned  with  regret;  jufl:  brought  upon  the  ftage,. 
on  purpoie  to  be  condemned.  The  ufe  and  advan- 
t^e  of  which  conduQ  is,  I  fuppore,-the  reafon 

-*-as  in  general  it  enlarges  on  no  charader^  but  what 
i&  worthy  of  imitation.  ,  ^Tis*  however  undeniable 
'that  the  lives  of  bad  men  are  not  without  ufe  ; 
and  whenever  fuch  a  one  is  drawn,  nol  with  a  cor- 
rupt view  to  be  admired-»l>ut  oo  purpofe  to  be  dcr- 
tefted — it  muft  excite  fuch  an^  horror  againd  vice,  as 
will  ftrike  indireftly  the  fame  good  impceffion-  And 
though  it  is  painful  in  the  lad  degree  to  paint  a  man 
in  the  ihades  which  hi$  vices  have  cail  upon  him, — 
yet  when  it  ferves  this  end,  and  at  the  fame  time  il-' 
lufl rates  a  point  in  facred.  hiflory — it  carries  its  own^ 
excufe  with  it. 

This  Herod, .  therefore,,  of  whom  the  evangelifl 
fpeaks, .  if  you  take  a  fuperficial  view  of  his  life,  you 
would  fay  was  a  compound  of  good  and-  evil  ;.-that' 
though  he  was  certainly  a  bad  man, — ^yet  you  would < 
think  the  mafs  was  tempered  at;  the  fame  time  with 
ajEuixture  of  good  qualities  4  So  that,  in  courfe,  as 
is  not  uncommon^  he  would  appear  with  two  cha* 
raders  very  different  from  each  other.  If  you  look- 
ed on  the  more  favourable  fide,  you  would  fee  a  man; 
of  great  addrefs— -popular  in  his  behaviour— -—ge-^ 

"usy   prince- like  io,  bis  entertainmez^s-and  cx«* 
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penceSy.aod,  in  a  word,  fet  oiF  with  all  fuch  virtues* 
and  fhowy  properties^  as  bid  high  for  the  counte- 
nance and  approbation  of  the  world. 

View  him  in  another  lights  he  was  an  ambitious,, 
difigning   man,  fufplcious    of  all  the   world,. — rapa-- 
Clous, — inaplacable  in    his  temper,  without  fenfe  of 
religion, — or    feeling    of  humanity.— Now,  in  all- 
fuch  complex  characters  as  this,.,— the  way  the  world, 
ufualiy  judges  is, — ^to  fum  up  the  good  and  the    bad> 
a^ainft   each    other,= — dedud.  the  leffcr  of  thefe  ar- 
ixles  from  the  greater,,  and  (as  we  do  inpaffing  other 
accounts)  give  credit  to  the  man  for  what  remains 
upon  the  balaiK:e*.    Now^  though  this  feems  a  fair, 
—yet  I  fear  it  is  often  a  fallauous  reckoning, 
^vhichj  though  i^  may  ferve  in  many  ordinary  cafes 
cf  private  life-,  y^t   will  not  hold  good  in  the  more, 
notorious  inftances  .of  men's  lives,  efpecially  when  fo 
complicated   with    g.ood    and    bad,.^  aa  to  exceed  all. 
common    bounds    and  proportions.     Not  to  be  de- 
ceived in  fuch  cafes,  we  muil  work  by  a  difFerei^t. 
rule,  which,  though  it  may  appear  lefs  candid, 
vet,  to. make  amends,  I  am  perfuaded  will  bring,  us. 
in  general  much  nearer  to  the.  thing  we  w^aiU,  ■ 
which  is  truth..    The  way  to  whicli  is — In  all  judg- 
xnents  of  this  kind,  todiflinguifli  and  carry,  in  yoar 
eje,  the  principal  and  ruling  pafEon  which  leads  the 
charafter — and  feparate  that  from  the  other  parts  of 
it,— and  then  take  notice,  how  far  his  other  qualities, 
good  and  bad,  are* brought  to  ferve  and  fupport  that. 
For  want  of  this  diftinftion,  wc  often  think  ourfelvcft- 
inconfiftent  creatures,,  when  we  are  the  farthefl  from 
iJij,aad  all  the.  variety  of  flxapes  and  coatradiftoiy 
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appearances  we  put  on,  are  in  truth  but  fo  many  dif- 
ferent attempts  to  gratify  the  fame  governing  appe- 
tite. 

With  this  clew,  let  us  endeavour  to  um'avel   this 
charaftcr  of  Herod  as  here  given. 

The  firft  thing  which  ftrikes  one  in  it,  is  ambition, 
an  immoderate  third,  as  well  as  jealoufj  of  po^eer  f 
—how  inconfiftent  foever  in  other  parts,  his  charac- 
ter appears  invariable  in  this,  and  every  adion  of  his 
life  was  true  to  it.— From  hence  we  may  venture  to 
conclude,  that  this  was  bis  ruling  pai&on, — and  that 
mo  A,  if  not  all  the  other  wheels  were  put  in  motion 
by  this  &rft  fpring.  Now  let  us  confider  hovT^  far 
this  was  the  cafe  in  h&. 

To  begin  with  the  worft  part  of  him*— I  faid   he 
was  a  man  of  no  fenfe  of  religion,  or  at  leaft  no  other 

fenfe  of  it,  but  that  which  ferved  his  turn ^for  he 

is    recorded    to   have    built  temples  in  Judea,  and 
erefied  images  in  them  for  idolatrous  worihip— — — 
not  from  a  perfuaiion  of  doing  right,  for  he  was  bred 
a  Jew,  and  confequently  taught  to  abhor  all  idolatry, 
■  ■   -but  be  was  in  truth  fecrificing  all  this  time  to  a 
greater  idol  of  his  own,  his  ruling  paflioo  ;  .for,  if  we 
Tuay  truft  Jofephus,  his  folc  view  in  fe  grofs  a  com- 
pliance was  to  ingratiate  hiihfelf  with  Auguftu^,  and 
the  great  men  of  Rome,    from  whom  he  held  his 
po  jver.— — With  this  he  was  greedy  and  rapacious  : 
■how  could  he  be  other  wife,  with  fo  devouring 
an  appetite  as  ambition  to  provide  for  !    ■■  ^  He  was 
jealous  in  his  nature,  and  fufpicious  of  all  the  world 
Show  me  an  ambitious  man  that  is  not  fo  ;  foi? 
ad.  fuch  a  man's  hand^  like  lihrnael's^  is  agalnft  eTerjr 
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nan^  he  concludes  that  every  man's  hand  in  courii 
is  againft  him* 

Few  men  were  ever  guiltj  of  more  aftonlihing  aSs 
of  cmeltj^— and  jet  the  particular  inftances  of  them 
in  Herod  were  fuch  as  he  was  hurried  into  by  the 
alarms  this  waking  paffion  perpetually  gave  him.  He 
pat  the  whole  Sanhedrim  to  the  fword— — fparing 
neither  age,  or  wifdom^  or  merit,  one  cannot 
fappofe  fimply  from  an  inclination  to  cruelty  no 
— — diey  had  oppofed  the  eftablilhment  of  his  power 
at  Jemfalem* 

His  own  fens,  two  hopeful  youths,  he  cut  off  by 
a  pnldic  ezccution.vMMiThe  word  men  have  natural 
affcftian  .  ..  and  fuch  a  ftroke  as  this  would  run  fo 
coutrary  to  the  natural  workings  of  it,  that  you  art 
forced  to  fuppofe  the  impulfe  of  fome  more  violent 
ioclzaation  to  over*rule  and  conquer  it.-^And  fo  it 
was,  for  the  Jewifli  hiltorian  tells  us,  'twas  jealoufy 
of  power— liis  darling  obje£t— —of  which  he  feared 
^Iiey  would  one  day  or  other,  difpoflefs  him  ;— fuffi- 
cient  inducement  to  tranfport  a  man  of  fuch  a  tern* 
per  into  the  bloodied  ezcefies. 

Thus  far  this  one  fatid  and  extravagant  paffion  ac- 
counts for  the  dark-fide  of  Herod's  charafter.  This 
governing  principle  being  firft  laid  open— —all  his 
other  bad  aftions  follow  in  coiirfe,  like  fo  many 
fjmptomatic  complaints  from  the  fame  diflemper. 

Let  us  fee,  if  this  was  not  the  cafe  even  of  his 
virtues  too. 

At  firft  fight  it  feems  a  myftery— — how  a  man 
fo  black  as  Herod  has  been  thus  far  defcribcd— - 
ihould  be  able  to  fupport  himfelf  in  the  favour  and 
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friend  (hip  of  fo  Wife  and  penettating  a  body  of  me  A 
as  the  Roman  fenate,  of  whom  he  held  his  power. 
To  counterbalance  the  weight  of  fo  bad  and  detefted 
a' charafter— and  be  able  to  bear  it  up  as  Herod  did, 
one  would  thtnk  he  muft  havfc  been  maftfer  of  fomc 
great  fecret  worth  enquiring  after-^he  was'.fo;  But 
that  fecret  was  no  other  than  what  appears?  on  rhis 
reverfe  of  his  charafter—^-He- wasa  perfon  of  great 
addrefs— -popular  in  his  outward -behaviour, — 
He  was  generous,  prince- like  in- hisi- entertainments 
and  expences.  The  world  was  then  aS  corrupt,  at 
Ifearft,  as  now — and  Herod-  underftood  it— *-ktiew  at 
what  price  it  was  to  be  bought— »— and  what  quali* 
ries  would  bid  the  highelt  for  its  good  word  and  ap;; 
probation. 

And  in  truth,  he  j-tjdged  this  matter  fo  wtW — '-^ 
that  notwithftanding  thfe  general  odium  and  ptepof* 
feffion  which  arofe  agaifift  fo  hatful  a  charafl:er— 
in  fpite  of  all  the  ill  im^preflions,  from'-fo-tngny  re- 
peated complaints  of  his  cruelties  and  oppfeffions— 
he  yet  Hemmed  tlie  tdrrent—^and  bj  the  fpecious' 
difplay  of  thefe  popular  virtues,  bore  himfelf  up 
againft^it  all  his  life.— ^So  that^  at  length,  when  he 
was  fummoned  16  R'ome  to  an f we r  for  his  •crimes — ' 

« 

Jofephus  tells  ua — that  by  the  mere  magnificence  o^ 
hSs  ex-^pences — and  the  apparent  generofity  of-his'.be- 
haviour,— .he  entirely  confuted  the  whole  charge— 
and  fo  ingratiated  himfelf  with  the  Roman  fenate — 
and  won  the  heart  of  Auguftus  (as  he  had  that  of 
Antony  before)  that  he  ever  after  had  his  favour 
and  kindnefs  ;  which  I  cannot  mention  without  addv 
that   it   is  an  eternal  ilain   upon  the  charafle^^ 
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• 

wd  mcmorj  of  Auguftus,  that  he  fold  his  coante- 
naace  and  proteAion  to  fo  bad  a  man,  for  fo  mean. 
aad  bafe  a  confideration. 

From  this  point  of  view^  if  we  look  back,  upon* 
Herod— his  beft  qualities  wiM  (brink  into  little  room  ;. 
and,  how    glittering    foever  in  appearance,   when. 
orotighi  to  this  balance,  are  found  wanting..    And  in 
imth,  if  we  would,  not  willingly  be  deceived  in  the 
viJue  of  any  virtue  or  f^et  of  virtues  in  fo  complex  3i 
charafter — we  muflcall  them  to  thi*  very  account;. 
examine  whom  they .  ferve,  what  pallion  and   what 
principle  they  have  for  their,  mail cr.     When  this  i&» 
^dcrilood,   the    whole  ckw  is  unraveled  at  once^. 
^d  the  charader  o£  Herod,  as  complicated  as  it  19 
?,wen  OS  in  hiftory — when  thus  analyfed,.  is  fummed*> 
^  w  three  wor^s — ^at  he  was  a  man  of  unbounded': 
^tum^  Vihojluck  at  nothing  to  gratify  it — fo  that  not 
o'Jjj  his  vices  were  minifterial  to  his  ruling  paiSon,. 
^  flw  virtues  too  (if  they  dcferve  tlie  name) .  were. 
wawn  in,  and  lifted  into  the  fame  fervice. 

Iqus  much  for  the  charafter  of  Herod — the  criti*. 
^^'revciw  of  which  has  many  obvious  ufes,  to  which 

^y  tmft  you,  having  time  but  to  mention  that 
f articular  one  which  firH  led  me  into  this  examina- 
;^^>tiamely,.that  all  objeftions  agaiiift.  the  evange- 
; '^'s  account  of  this  day's  daughter  of  the,Betlilem- 
"^  infants — from  the  incredibility  of  fo  horrid  an 
2^«^ouni— ^re  filcnced  by  this  account  of  the  man  ^, 
^''•^^  in  this,  he  adcd  but  like  himfelf,  and  juR   fo 

jou  Would   expeft  in   the    fame    circumflances,. 

^^«V€ry  man  of  fo  ambitious  a  head — and  fo  bad> 

'^^^rt.^Qonfider,,  what  havock  aoabition  has  made. 
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how  often  the  fame  tragedy  has  been  aded  upon 
larger  theatres— —where  not  only  the  innocence  of 

childhood or   the  grey  hairs  of  the  aged,  have 

found  no  protection  but  whole  countries,  with- 
out diflinftion,  have  been  put  to  the  fword,  or  what 
is  as  cruel,  have  been  driven  forth  to  nakednefs  and^ 
famine,  to  make  way  for  new  ones,  under  the- guid- 
ance of  this  pai&on — ¥ot  a  fpecimen  of  this,  reflect 
upon  the  dory  related  by  Plutarch  ;  when,  by  order 
of  the  Roman  fenate,  feventy  populous  cities  were 
unawares  facked  and  deftroyed,  at  one  prefixed- hour, 
by  P.  ^milius,  by  whom  one  hundred  and  fifty^ 
thoufand  unhappy  people  were  driven  in  one  day  in* 
to  captivity — to  be  fold  to  the  higheft  bidder,  to  end 
their  days  in  cruel  labour  and  anguifh.  As  aftoniih^s 
ing  as  the  account  before  us  is,  it  vaniihes  into  no- 
thing from  fuch  views  ;  fince  it  is  plain  from  all  fai- 
ftory,  that  there  is  no  wickednefs  too  great  for  fo 
unbounded  a  caufe,  and  that  the  moil  horrid  ac- 
counts in  hiftory  are,  as  1  faid  above,  but  too  pro-^ 
bable  efFtfts  of  it.— 

May  God  of  his  mercy  defend  mankind  from  fu- 
ture experiments  of  this  kind— and  grant  we  may 
make  a  proper  ufe  of  them,  for  the  fakt  of  Jefus 
Chrift.     Amen^ 


»■      ■'■ 
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Job's  Account    of  the    Shortnefs   and 
Troubles  of  Life  conddered. 
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Ma  thatirborn  ofawemaB,  is  of  lew  dayi,  andfilll  of  troilbk 
—He  Gomcth  forth  like  a  flower,  and  i«  cut  down-;  he  ficcdi 
iUb  ts  a  (hadow:,.and  continucfh  not. 

i  fiOE  IS  fomethtsg  in  this  reflexion  of  holy  Job*# 
°;H)n  the  ihortnels  ofli£^^  and  inftabilityof  humm 
^irs,  fo  beautiful  and  truly  fublime-;  that  one  might 
cbaUcnge  the  writings  of  the  mod  celebrated,  orator^s 
of  antiquity,  to  produce  a.fpecimen  of  eloquence,  fo 
**lc  tnd  thoroughly  affefting.  Whether  this  etttSt 
^  owing  in  fome  meafure  to  the  ^pathetic  nature  of 
the  fuibjed  reAe^ed  on  ;  or  to  the  Eaftern  naannier 
of  expreiEon^  in  a  ftyle  more  exalted  and  fuitable  to 
'o  great  a  fubje^  or  (which  is  the  more  likely  ac- 
count) becaufe  they  are  properly  the  words  of  that 
^ng,  who  firft  iiifpired  man  with  language,  and 
^^Qght  his  mouth  to  utter ;  who  opcued  the  lips  of 
Ac  inmby  and  made  the  tongue  of  the  infant  eIo« 
fttent ;— to  which  of  thefe  we  are  to  refer  the  beai^ty 
aadfubUoiity  of  jLhis^  as  well  as  that  of  numberleCs 
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prince  from  his  palace  down  Co  the  dunghill*  His 
flocks  and  herds,  in  which  confided  the.  abundance 
of  his  wealthy  were  part  confumed  by  a  fire  from 
heaven^  the  remainder  taken  away  bj  the  fword  of 
the  enemy:  his  fons  and  daughters,  whom  'tis  natu- 
ral to  imagine  fo  good  a  man  had  fo  brought  up  in  a 
fenfe  of  their  dutj,  as  to  give  him  all  reafonable 
hopes  of  much  joy  and  pleafure  in  their  future  lives 
^-natural  profpeft  for  a  parent  to  look  forwards  at, 
to  recompenfe  him  for  the  many  cares  and  anxieties 
which  their  infancy  had  coft  him !  thefe  dear  pledges 
of  his  future  happinefs  were  all,  all  &atched  from 
him  at  one  blow,  juft  at  the  time  that  one  might 
imagine  they  were  beginning  to  be  the  comfort  and 
delight  of  his  old  age,  which  moft  wanted  foph  ftaves 
to  lean  on  ;  ■  -and  as  circumftances  add  to  an  evil^ 
fo  they  did  to  this  ;«-for  it  fell  out,  not  only  by  a 
very  calamitous  accident,  which  was  grievous  enough 
in  itfelf,  but  likewife  upon  the  back  of  his  other  mis* 
fortunes,  when  he  was  ill  prepared  to  bear  fuch  a 
Ibock ;  and  what  would  dill  add  to  it,  it  ^i^ppened  at 
an  hour  when  he  had  leafl:  reafon  to  expe&*it»  Wlie^ 
he  would  naturally  think  his  4^hildren  fecure  and  pul 
of  the  way  of  danger.  *'  For  whilft  they  were  ^e^« 
**  ing  and  making  merry  in  their  eldeft  brother's 
*^  houfe,  a  great  wind  out  of  the  wildernefs  faiote 
**  the  four  corners  of  the  houfe,  and  it  fell  ^upon 
^  them/' 

Such  a  concurrence  of  misfortune^  is  not  the  com- 
mon lot  of  many  :  and  yet  there  are  inftances  of  fome 
vho  have  undergone  as  fevere  trials,  and  bravely 
ruggled  under  them  ;  perhs^s  by  natural  force  of 
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fpfritSi  the  adrantsiges  of  health,  and  the  cordial  af<^ 
ihace  of  a  friend  :  and  with  thefe  helps,  what  may 
oot  g  man  fuilain  ?  .  but  this  was  not  Job's  cafe  ; 
for  fcarce  had  theCe  evils  fallen  upon  him,  when  he 
was  not  on!;r  borne  down  with  a  grievous  diflemper, 
Vfluch  aSifted  him  from  the  crown  of  his  head  to 
tbeibk  of  his  foet,  but  like  wife  his  three  friends,  ia 
whofe  kind  confolations  he  might  have  found  a  me- 
diciac,— even  the  wife  of  his  bofom,  whofe  duty  it 
Was  with  a  gentle  hand  to  have  foftened  all  his  for« 
rows,  inftead  of  doing  this,  they  cruelly  infulted  and 
I'^came  the  reproachers  of  his  integrity.  O  God  ! 
what  is  man  when  thou  thus  bruifed  him,  and  makeft 
disburden  heavier,  as  his  ftrength  grows  leijs  ?  ■  ■ 
^'lio,  that  had  found  himfelf  thus  an  example,  of  the 
°uu7  changes  and  chances  of  this  mortal  life ;  ■  ■  ■  ■ 
t^heo  he  confidered  himfelf  now  ftripped  and  left 
^Aicote  of  fo  many  valuable  blefQngs  which  the 
momeat  before  thy  Providence  bad  poured  upon  hi$ 
head:-«when  he  refle£led  ilpon  this  gay  delight* 
fome  flruAure,  in  appearance  fo  flrongly  built,  fo 
pleafinglj  furrouoded  with  every  thing  that  could 
Matter  his  hopes  and  wi&es,  and  beheld  it  all  lev.elled 
^'ith  the  ground  in  one  moment,  and  the  whole 
profpeft  vanifh  with  it  like  the  defcription  of  an  en- 
chantment : — who,  I  fay,  that  had  feen  and  felt  the 
^ock  of  fo  fudden  a  revolution,  would  not  have  been 
fumilbed  with  juft  and  beautifnl  reflexions  upon  the 
occafioo  ?  and  faid  with  Job  io  the  words  of  the  text, 
^*  That  man  that  1$  born  of  a  woman,  is  of  few  days, 
"  aod  full  of  mifery — that  he  cometh  forth' like  a 


Z41  ftCRMOK  X. 

"flower,  and  is  cut  down  5  he  fleeth  alfo  as  a  fliadov?. 
..^*  and  continueth  not.*' 

The  words  of  the  text  are  an  epitome  of  the  natu* 
,ra/and  moral  vanity  of  man,  and  contain  two  difUnS 
declarations  concerning  his  .flate  and  condition  in 
,  each  refpeft, 

FIrfty  That  he  is  a  creature.jo£  few  daja  ;  and  fc* 
condly,Tbat  thofe  days  are  full  of  trouble. 

I  fhall  make  (ome  refieftions  upon  each  of  thefe  in 
their  order,  and  conclude  with  a  pradical  leflba  from 
.the  whole. 

And  iirfty  That  he  is  of  few  days.  The  coaipari- 
fon  which^Job  noakes  ufe  of.  That  man  cometh  forth 
like  a  flow»r,  is  extr^jtael j  beautiful,  and^tnore  to  the 
purpofe  than^the  moft  elabora;te  proof,  which  in  truth 
thie  fubject  will  not  easily  admit  of  jr^the  {bortne& 
of  life  being  a  point  fo  genetailj  complained  of  in  all 
.ages  iince  the. flood,  and^fo  univerfally  felt  and  ac- 
knowledged by  the  whole  fpecies,  as  .to  require  no 
evidence  beyond  a  fimilitude ;  the  intent  of  which  js 
hot  fo  much  to  prove  the  fact,. as  to  illuftrate  and 
place  it  in  fuch  a  light  asto  ftrike  us,  and  bring  the 
impreffion  home  to  ourfelves  in  a  more  affecting 
manner. 

Man  comes  forth,  iays  Job,  like  a  flower,  and  is 

,cut  down  ; ^he  is  fent  into  the  world  the  faireft 

and  nobleft  part  of  God's  works, — fafliioned  after 
the  image  of  his  Creator  with  refpect  to  reafon  and 
•the  great  faculties  of  the  mind.  He  cometh  forth 
glorious  as  the  flower  of  the 'Afield  :  as  it  furpafies  the 
-vegetable  world  in  beautj,  -fo  does  he  the  animal 
world  in  the  glory  and  excellencies  of  his  nature. 
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The  one — if  no  untimely  accident  opprefs  it,  foon 
srrires  at  tlic  full  period  of  its  perfection,— —is  fuf* 
'ered  to  triumph  for  a  few  mbmentSy  and  b  placked 
^7  bj  the  roots  in  the  verj  pride  and  gayeft  ftage  of 
its  being  ;  or  if  it  happens  to  efcape  the  hands  of 
violence,  in  a  few  days  it  necefiarilj  iickens  of  itfelf 
aaJ  dies  away* 

Man  iikewife,  though  his  progrefs  is  flower,  and 
ris  daration  fomething  longer,  yet  the  periods  of  his 
^romh  and  declenlion  are  nearly  the  fame,  both  ia 
the  nature  and  manner  of  them. 

If  he  efcapcs  the  dangers  which  threaten  his  tender 
ysars,  he  is  foon  got  into  the  full  maturity  and 
Hreogth  of  life  :  and  if  he  is  fo  fortunate  as  not  to  be 
Wricd  out  of  it  then  by  accidents,  by  his  own  folly 
2ndmtemperance — ^if  he  efcapes  thefe,  he  naturally 
^(C2jsot  himfelf ;— — a  period  comes  faft  upon  him, 
^jond  which  he  was  not  made  to  lad.— Like  a 
^ower  or  fruit  which  naiay  be  plucked  up  by  force 
t^efore  the  time  of  their  maturity,  yet  cannot  be  made 
^0  outgrow  the  period  when  they  are  to  fade  and 
^^op  of  themfelves ;  when  that  comes,  the  hand  of 
mature  then  plucks  them  both  off;  and  no  art  of  the 
^tanift  can  uphold  the  one,  or  till  of  the  phyficiaa 
prcfcrvc  the  other^  beyond  the  periods  to  which  their 
anginal  frames  and  conilitutrons  were  made  to  ex- 
tend. As  God  has  appointed  and  determined  the 
feveral  growths  and  decays  of  the  vegetable  race,  fo 
^c  feems  as  evidently  to  have  prefcribed  the  fame 
'2WS  to  man,  as  well  as  all  living  creatures,  in  the 
firft  rudiments  of  which  there  are  contained  the  fpe- 
ci&c  powers  of  their  growth,  duration,  and  extinc^ 
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tion  ;  and  when  the  evdutoos  of  thofe  animal  powers 
are  exhaufted  and  ran  down,  the  creature  esspires 
and  dies  of  itfelf,  as  ripe  fruit  falls  from  the  tree,  or 
a  flower  preferved  bejond  its  bloom  drops  and  pe< 
riihes  upon  the  flalk* 

Thus  much  for  thb  comparifon  of  JoVs,  which 
though  it  is  very  poetical,  jet  conveys  a  juft  idea  of 
the  thing  referred  to.-^'*  That  he  fieeth  alfo  as  a 
*  fluadowy  and  continueth  not/'^s  no  lefs  a  faithful 
and  fine  reprefentation  of  the  fliortnefs  zoA  vanity  of 
human  life,  of  which  one  cannot  give  a  better  expla- 
nation, than  by  referring  to  the  original,  from  whence 
the  p.i6iure  was  taken.  ■  With  how  quick  a  fuc- 
cefSon,  do  days,  months  and  years  pafs  over  got 
heads  !  how  truly  like  a  fhadow  that  departeth 
do  they  flee  away  infenfibly,  and  Icarce  leave  an  im- 

predion  with  us  ! ^When  we  endeavour  to  call 

them  back  by  refledlion,  and  confider  in  what  man* 
ner  they  have  gone,  how  uaable  are  the  beft  of  us  to 

give  a  tolerable  account  ! ^and  were  it  not  for 

fome  of  the  more  remarkable  A  ages  which  have  di- 
ftinguiflied  a  few  periods  of  this  rapid  progrefs— **— 
we  ifhould  look  back  upon  it  all  as  Nebuchadnezzar 
'  did  upon  his  dream  when  he  awoke  in  the  morning ; 
—he  was  fenfible  many  things  had  paffed,  and 
troubled  him  too,  but  had  pafled  on  fo  quickly,  they 
had  left  no  footfteps  behind,  by  which  he  could  be 
enabled  to  trace  them  back.*— Melancholy  account 
of  the  life  of  man  !  which  generally  runs  on  in  fuch 
a  mander,  as  fcarce  to  allow  time  to  make  refiedions 
which  way  it  has  gone. 

How  many  of  oar  firft  years  ilide  by  in  the  inno- 
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cent  fports  of  childhood,  in  which  we  arc  not  able  ta 
mike  refledions  upon  them  !  how  matiy  more 
fwoagbtlefs  jears  efcape  us  in  our  youth,  when  wc 

are  oowilling  to  do  it  i  and  are  fo  eagtr  in  the  purfuit 
of  pleafure,  as  to  have  no  time  to  fpare,  to  fiop  and 
confidcr  them  ! 

Whfa  graver  and  riper  years  come  on,  and  wa 
fcfgia  to  think  it  time  to  reform,  and  fet  up  for  men 
^ffenfe  and  conduS,  then  the  buiinefs  and  per  pies* 
:ng  interefts  of  this  world,  and  the  endleft  plotting 
*^^i  contriving  how  to  make  the  mod  of  it,  do  fo 
v  mWj  employ  us,  that  we  are  too  bufy  to  make  re* 
f.  clions  upon  fo  unprofitable  a  fubjeft.-— As  families 
v:d  children  increafe,  fo  do  our  aifediona,  fend  with 
^'^?ni  are  multiplied  our  cares  and  toils  for  their  pre- 
iwv^oo  and  eftablifliment  5— —all  which  take  up 
our  thoughts  fo  clofely,  and  poffefs  them  fo  long,  that 
*c  are  often  overtaken  by  grey  hairs  before  we  fee 
wem,  or  have  found  leifure  to  confider  how  far  -we 
^erc  got— what  we  have  been  doing — and  for 
what  purpofe  GoD  fent  us  into  the  world.  As  man 
^^y  juftly  be  faid  to  be  of  few  days,  confide  red  with 
^c^peft  to  this  hafty  fuccefSon  of  things,  which  foon 
^^Tries  him  into  the  decline  of  his  life  ;  fo  may  he 
^i«wifebe  faid  to  flee  like  a  fhadow  and  continue 
^%  ^ben  his  duration  is  compared  with  otlier  patts 
oi  God's  works,  and  even  the  works  of  his  own 
"ands,  which  outlaft  him  many  generations  ;— whilft 
nis-^s  Homer  obferves,  like  leaves,  one  generation 
^tops,  and  another  fprings  up,  to  fall  again,  and  be 
forgotten. 

^ut  when  we  farther  confider  his  days  in  the  light 
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in  which  we  ought  chieflj  to  view  them,  as  they  ap. 
pear  in  thy  fight,    O  God !  with  whom  a  thoufand 
years  are  but  as  yeflerday  ;  when  we  refleft  that  this 
faaod-breadth  of  life  is  all  that  is  meafured  out  to 
man  from  that  eternity  for  which  he  is  created,  how 
does  this  ihort  Ipan  vanifh  to  nothing  in  the  compari- 
fon  !  'Tis  true,  the  greaieft  portion  oi  time  will,  do 
the  fame  when  compared  with  what  is  to  come ;  and 
therefore  fo  Qxovt  and  tranfitory  %  one,  as  threefcore 
years  and  ten,  beyond  which  all  is  declared  to  be  la-^ 
bour  and  forrow,  may  the  eafier  he  allowed  :  and  ye^ 
how  uncertain  are  we  of  that  portion,  fliort  as  it  is 
Do  not  ten  thoufand  accidents  break  off  the  {lender 
thread  of  human  life,  long  before  it  cah  be  drawa 
out  to  that  extent  ?-^The  new  born  babe  falls  down 
an  eafy  prey,  and  moulders  back  again  into  dull,  liks 
a  tender  bloilbm  put  forth  in  an  untimely  hour.— — 
The  hopeful  youth  in  the  very  pride  and  beauty  of 
his  life  is  cut  off;  fome  cruel  diftemper  or  linthought- 
of  accident  lays  him  proftrate  upon  the  earth,  to  put- 
fue  Job*s  comparifon,  like  a  blooming  flower  fmit 
and  flirivcled  up  with   a  malignant  blaft.      In. this 
llage  of  life,  chances  multiply  upon  us,- — the  feeds 
of  diforders  are  fown  by  intemperance  or  negleft, — 
infeftious  diftempers  are  more  eafily  contra6led,— — 
when  contrafted  they  rage  with  greater  violence,  and 
the  fuccefS  in  many  cafes  is  more  doubtful,  infomuch 
that  they  wholftve  cxercifed  themfelves  in  computa- 
tions of  this  kind  tell  us,  "  That  one  half  of  the 
**  whole  fpecies,  which  are  born  into  the  world,  go 
ut  of  it  again,  and  are  all  dead  in  fo    flioct  a,fgace 
Ac  firft  feventeen  yearSv" 
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Tbtk  refledioDS  may  be  fufficient  to  illuftrate  the 
firfi  part  of  Job's  declaratioD,  *'  That  man  is  offevs 
^^kys.^^  Let  us  examine  the  truth  of  the  o:hcr,  and 
fee  whether  he  is  ikQ\X\\i^^'\i^full  of  trouble. 

And  here  we  muft  not  take  pur  account  from  the 
Mattering  outfide  of  things,  which  are  generally  fet 
off  with  a  glittering  appearance  enough,  efpecially  ia 
wht  is  called  higher  life.  Nor  can  we  fafely  truft 
the  evidence pf  fome  of  the  more  merry  and  thought*, 
lelsamongft  us,  who  are  fo  fet  upon  the  enjoyment 
of  life,  as  feldom  to  refledi  upon  the  troubles  of  it 
■—^r  who,  perhaps,  becaufe  they  are  not  yet  come 
to  thj3  portion  of  their  inheritance,  imagine  it  is  not 
their  comiAon  lot.  ■  -Nor,  laftly,  are  we  to  form  an 
idea  of  it  from  the  delufive  ftories  of  a  few  of  the 
wioft  prdfperous  paflehgers^  who  have  fortunately 
^alcd  through,  and  efcaped  the  rougher  toils  and 
fl'ffrefles.  B^t  w6  are  to  take  our  account  from  a 
Ciofe  furvcy  of  human  life,:  and  the  real  face  of 
iMogs^ftxipt  of  every  thing  that  can  palliatfi  or  gild 
It  over.  We  muft  hear  the  general  complaint  of  all 
^«,and  read  the  hiftories  of  mankind.  If  we  look 
^"to  them,  and  examine  them  to  the  bottom,  what 
^^  they  contain  but  the  h if t dry  of  fad  and  uncom- 
fortable pailages,  which  a  good  natured  man  cannot 

^ud  but  with  oppreffion  of  fpirits  ? Coafider  the 

"'■fadful  fucceflicn  of  wars  in  one  part  or  other  of 
the  earth,  perpetuated  from  one  century  to  another 
'^ith  fo  little. intermiffion,  that  mankind  have  fcarce 
^^d  time  to  breathe  from  them,,  fince  ambition  firft 
came  into  the  world— —Confidcr  the  horrid'  efftdls 
■^^Uiem  in  all  thofe  barbarous  devaftations,  we  read 
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ef,  where  whole  nttions  have  been  pat  to  the  fwor6, 
or  have  been  driven  out  to  nakednefs  and  famine,  to 

make  room  for  new  comers Confider  how  great 

a  part  of  our  fpectes,  in  all  ag«s  down  to  this,  have 
been  trod  under  the  feet  of  crnel  and  capricious  tj- 
ranw,  who  would  neither  hear  iheir  cries,  nor  pity 

their  diftreffes— ^Confider  flavcry, what  it  is, 

; .  ^how  bitter  a  draught,  and  how  many  millions 

have  been  made  to  drink  of  it ; which  if  it  can 

poifoD  all  earthly  happinefa  wheo  exercifed  barelj 
upon  their  bodies,  what  mull  it  be,  when  it  compre- 
hends both  the  flavery  of  body  and  mind  ; To 

tonceive  this,  look  into  the  liiAory  of  the  Romi(b 
t  hutch  and  her  tyrants  (or  rather  executioners)  who 
icsm  to  have  taken  pleafure  in  the  pangs  and  con- 
vullions  of  their  fellow- creatures — Examine;  the  in- 
mii£tion,  here  the  melancholy  notes  foondcd  in  ever^ 

(fll Confider  the  angoilh  of  mock  trials,  and 

(he  exquifite  tortures  confequeut  thereupon,  merci- 

Irfsly  infliftcd   upon    the    unfortunate,    where  the 

racked  and  weary  foul  has  fo  often  wifhed  to  take  its 

lesve — but  cruelly  not  fuffered  to  depart. — Confidfr 

linw*  many  of  tliefe  helplcfs  wretches  have  been  haled 

from  thence,   in  all  periods  of  this  tyrannic  ufurpa- 

■  _     ._  .._j.j.gQ  (},g  mafiacres  aiid  flames  to  which 

bloody  religion  has  condemned  them. 

hiftory  and  detail  of  the  more  public 

miferics  of  man  are  not  fufficieot,  let 

n  in  another  light  with  refpeS  to  the 

:  caufeS  of  them,  and  fee  whether  he  is 

mble  likewifc  there,  and  almoft  bom  to 

r  as  the  fparks  fly-  upwards.     If  we  con- 
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fider  man  as  acreatare  full  of  wants  and  neceflities 
(whetfaef  real  or  imaginary)  which  he  is  not  able  to 
/npplj  of  himfelf,  what  a  train  of  dtfappbintments, 
vexations  and  dependencies  arc  to  be  feen,  iflain^ 
firom  thence  to  perplex  and  make  his  being  uneafj  ! 
——How  many  joftlings  and  hard  ftraggles  do  w6 
oodergo,  in  making  our  way  in  the  world  1 
flow  barbaroufly  held  back  !  ■  >  How  often  and 
bafely  overthrown^  in  aiming  only  at  getting  bread  ! 
—How  many  of  us  never  attain  it— at  leaft  not 
comfortably, — but,  from  various  unknown  caufes— 
^t  it  all  our  lives  long  in  bitternefs  ! 

If  we  fhift  the  fcene,  and  look  upwards,  towards 
tHofe  whofe  fituation  in  life  feems  to  place  them 
*Wc  die  forrows  of  this  kind,  yet  where  are  they 
«^tmpt  from  others?  0o  not  all  ranks  and  conditions 
^<nc!n  meet  with  fad  accidents  and  numberlefs  ca'« 
amities  in  other  rcfpefts,  which  often  make  them 
go  heavily  all  their  lives  long  ! 

How  many  fall  into  chronicle  infirmities,  which  ren- 
i^T  both  their  days  and  nights  reftlefs  nnd  unfupport- 
able? — ^How  many  of  the  higheft  rank  are  tore  up  with 
imbitioo,  or  foured  with  difappointments ;  and  how 
'J^any  more,  from  a  thoufand  fecret  caufes  of  difquiet 
pine  away  in  filence,  and  owe  their  deaths  to  forrow 
^^  (iejeftiott  of  heart? — If  we  caft  our  eyes  upon  the 
kwefl  clafs  and  condition  of  life, — -the  fcene  is  more 
"iclancholy  ft  ill. — Millions  of  our  fellow-creatures, 
^om  to  no  iftheritance  but  poyerty  and  iroubler, 
forced  by  the  neceffity  of  their  lots  to  drudgery  and 
painful  employments,  and  hard  fet  with  that  too,  to 
get  enough  to  keep  themfelves  and  families  alive.— 
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So  that,  upon  the  whole,  when  we  have  ex^xnintA 
the  true  (late  and  Qondition  of  human  life,  and-  have 
made  fooae  allowances  for  a  few  fugacious,,  deceit- 
ful pleafures,  there  is  fcarce  anj  thing  to  be  found 
which  contradids  Job's  defcription  of  it — Which- 
ever way  we  look  abroad,  we  fce^ome  legible  cha- 
raders  of  what  God  £ril  denounced  againft  us, 
"  That  in  for  row  we  fliould;  eat  our  bread,  till  we 

'*  return  to  the  ground  from  whence  we  were  ta- 
*'  ken*."- 

But  fome  one  will  faj.  Why  are   we  thus  to   be 
put  out  of  love- with  human  life  ?   To  what  purpofc' 
is  it  to.expofe  the  dark  (ide  of  it  to  us,  br  enlarge 
upon  the  infirmities   which  are  natural,  and  confe- 
quently  out  of  our  power  to  redrefs  !, 

I  anfwer,.  That  the  fubjeft  is  neverthelefs  of  great 
importance,  fince  it  is^neccflary  every  creature  ftiould 
underftand  his  prefent  ftate  and  condition,  to,p"^ 
him  in  mind  of  behaving  fuitably  to  it. — Does  not 
an  impartial  farvcy  of  man-  'the-  holding  up  this 
glafs  tp  fliow  him  his  defeds  and. natural  infirmities, 
naturally  tend  to  cure  hisvpride,  and.clothe  him  with 
humility,  which  is  a  drefs  that  beft  becomes  afliort* 
lived  and  a  wretched  creature  ?— -Does  not  the  con- 
fideration  of  the  flaortnefs  of  our  life  convince  us  of 
the  wifdom  of  dedicating  fo  fmall  a  portion  to  the 
great  purpofes  of  eternity  ?. 

Laftly,  When  we  refleft  that  this^  fpan  of  lifr, 
Ihort  as  it  is,  is  chequered  with  fo  many  troubles,, 
that  there  is  nothing  in  this  world  fprings  up,  or  can 

•  N.  B.  Moft  of  thcfc  rcflctaicw  upon  thcmifcricionift*'^' 
Ttt^cn  from  WooUflon. 
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le  enjoyed  without  a  mixture  offorrow;  how  infen- 
fiblj  does  it  incline  us  to  turn  our  ejes  and  afiedions 
torn  [0  gloon>j  a  profpef)*,  and  fix  them  upon  that 
bappier  country,  where  afflidions  cannot  follow  us, 
and  where  Goj>  will  wipe  awaj  all  tears  from  off  our 
&CCS  for  ever  and  ever  h  Amen, 
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Evil-Speaking, 
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If  any  man  amrvog  you  feera  to  ht  religtout,  and  bridfeth  not  h:i 
tongue,  bat  dcctivcth  Kit  ovn  heart,  that  man*!  religion  it  vain' 

Of  the  many  duties  owing  both  to  God  and  onr 
neighbour,  there  are  fcarce  anj  men  fo  b^d,  as  not 
to  acquit  themfeives  of  fome,  and  few  fo  good,  I  f«r, 
as  to  pra£life  all* 

Every  man  feems  willing  enough  to  compound  the 

matter,  and  adopt  fo  much  of  the  fyftero,  as  wil] 

lead  interfere  with  his  principal  and  ruling   paifion ; 

and  for  thofe  parts  which  would  occafion  a  more 

troublefome  oppofition,  to  confider  them  as  hard  faj- 

ings,  and  fo  leave  them  for  thofe  to  praftife,  whofc 

natural  tempers  are  better  fuited  to  the  ftrugglc.    So 

that  a  man  (hall  be  covetous,  oppreffive,  revepgefui/ 

neither  a  lover  of  truth,  or  common  bonefty  i  *"^  , 

yet,  at  the  fame  time  Ihall  be  very  religious,  «n^ 

fo  fandlified,  as  not  once  to  fail  of  paying  his  mo^'  | 

iag  and  evening  facrifice  to  God.     So,  on  the  other 

hand,  a  man  (hall  live  without   God  in  the  worM» 

have  neither  any  great  fenfe  of  religion,  or  indeed 
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pretend  to  have  any,  and  yet  be  of  niccft  honour, 
confcientioully  jufl  and  fair  in  all  his  dealings.  And 
here  it  is  that  men  generally  betray  theqfifclves,  do- 
cciving,  as  the  apoftle  fays,  their  own  hearts  ;  of 
which  the  inilances  are  fo  various,  in  one  degree  or 
other,  throughout  human  life,  that  one  might  fafely 
faj,  the  bulk  of  mankind  live  in  fuch  a  contradidion 
to  themfelves,  that  there  is  no  charafier  fo  hard  to 
be  met  with  as  one,  which,  upon  a  critical  exami- 
natinn,  will  appear  altogether  uniform,  and  in  ^very 
point  con&ftent  with  itfelf. 

If  fuch  a  contrail  was  only  obfervable  in  the  dif- 
ferent ftages  of  a  man's  life,  it  would  ceafe  to  be  ei- 
ther a  matter  of  wonder  or  of  juft  reproach.    Age,  ex- 
perience, and  much  refleftion,  may  naturally  enough 
he  fappofed  to  alter  a  man's  fenfe  of  things,  and  fo 
entirely  to  transform  him,  that  not  only  in  outward 
appearances,  but  in  the  very  caft   and  turn  of  his 
mind,  he  may  be  as  unlike  and  d liferent  from  the 
man  he   was  twenty  or  thirty  years  ago,  as  he  ever 
was  from  any  thing  of  his  own  fpecies.     This,  1  fay, 
is  naturally  to  be  accounted  for,  and  in  fome  cafes 
might  be  praife  worthy  too  ;  but  the  obfervation  is 
to  be  made  of  men  in  the  fame  period  of  their  lives, 
that  in  the  fame  day,  fometimes  in  the  very  fame  ac- 
tion, they  are  utterly  inconfiftent  and  irreconcilable 
with  themfelves,— —Look  at  a  man  in  one  light,  and 
he  (hall  fccm  wife,  penetrating,  difcreet>  and  brave  ; 
Behold  him  in  another  point  of  view,  and  you  fee  a 
creature  all  over  folly  and  indifcretioii,  weak  and'  ti*- 
morous  as  colwardice  and  indifcretion  can  make  him. 
A  man  (hall  appear  gentle,  courteous,  and  bcoevo- 


r34  SERif  OK  XI. 

lent  to  all  mankind  ;  follow  him  into  his  own  boule, 
ipay  be  you  fee  a  tyrant,  morofb  and  favag<s  to  aR 
whofe  happinefs  depends  uponhis  kindnefs.    A  third> 
in  his  general  behaviour  is  found  to  be  generous, 
diiinterelledy  humane,,  and  friendly  :*— hear  but  the 
fad  {lory  of  the  friendlefs  orphans,  too  creduloufly 
trufiing  all  their  little  fubftance  into  bis  hands,  and 
he  ihall  appear  more  fordid,^  more  pitilefs  and  unjaft 
than  the  injured  themfelves  have  bitternefs   to  paint 
him*     Another  (hall  be  charitable  to  the  poor,  un- 
charitable in  bis  cenfures  and  opinions  of  all  the  reft 
of  the  world  befides  ;——— temperate  in  hi^  appetites,, 
intemperate  in  his  tongue  ;-*-^— ihall  have  too  much 
confcience  and  religion  to  cheat  the  man  who  iru&r 
him,  and,,  perhaps,  as  far  as  the  buiinefs  of  debtor 
and  creditor  eiuends,.- fhall  bejuft  and  fcrupulous  to 
the  uttermod  mite :  yet,,  in  matters  of  full  as  great 
Goncern,  where  he   is  to  have  the  handling  of  the 
party's  reputation  and   good   name         the  deareft,. 
the  tendered  property  the  man  has  .  he  will  do  bim' 
irreparable  damage,. and  rob  him  there  without  mea*- 
fure  or  pity. 

And  this  feems  to  be  that  particular  piece  of  ixi-^ 
coniiftency  and  contradiction  which  the  text  is  level- 
led at,  in  which  the  words  feem  fo  pointed,,  as  if  St. 
James  had  known  more  flagrant  inftances  of  this  kind- 
of  delufion,  than  what  had  fallen  under  the  obferva- 
tion  of  any  of  die  reft  o£  the  apoftles ; .  he  being  more 
remarkably  vehement  and-copions  upon  that  fubj.ed 
tiian  any  other.^ 

Doubtlefs  fome  of  his  converts  had  been  noton« 
oufljT  wicked  and  liceQtious.  iu  this  remorfeldb  grao^ 
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ticc  of  defamation  and  evil-fpeaking,  Pferhaps  the 
holj  man,  though  fpotlefs  as  an  angel  (for  no  cha- 
rade]: is  too  facred  for  calumnj  to  blacken^,  had 
gricvou&y  iu&red  himielf^  and^.  as  his  ble&d  Ma- 
iler foretold  him,,  bad  been  cruelly  reviled,,  and  evil 
fpohn  of. 

All  his  labours  in  the  gofpel,  his  unaffe^ed  and 
perpeiudl  follcitude  for  the  prefervation  of  his  flock,, 
his  watchinea  and  failings,, his  poverty,. has  natural 
fifflplictty  and  innocence  of  life,^// perhaps  were  not 
enough  to  defend,  him  from  this  unruly  weapon,. fo 
full  of  deadly  poifon..  And  what  in  all  likelihood 
might  move  his  forrow  and  indignation  more,  fome 
who  feemed  the  moft  devout  and  zealous  of  all  his 
cooyerts,  were  the  moft  mercilefs  and  uncharitable 
in  that  refpeft:  having  a  form  of  godlinefs,  full  of 
Kttcr  envyings  and  flrife. 

With  fuehit  is  that  he  ezpoflulatesfo  largely  in- 
the  third  chapter  of  his  epiftle  :  and  there  is  fome. 
^ing  in  his  vivacity,  tempered  with  fuch  afFedioQ 
and  concern,  as  well  fuitcd  the  charafler  of  an  in- 
^pii^ed  man..    My  brethren,  fays   the  apoftle,  thelc 
tiiiogs  ought  not  tobe>»        The  wifdom  that  it  fronoti 
above  is  pure,  peaceable,  gentle,  full  of  mercy,  with- 
ODt  partiality,. without  hypoorify.     The  wifdom  from' 
*bovc— that  heavenly  religion  which  I  have  preach- 
ed to  jou,  is  pure,  alike  and  confident  with  itfelf  in 
'^H  it!  parts  ;  like  its  great  Author,  'tis  univerfally 
I^iod  and  benevolent  in  all  cafes,  and  circumllances. 
Its  firft  glad  tidings  wcfre  peace  upon  earth,  good— 
^ill  towards  men ;  its  chief-corner  ftone,  its  moft 
^inguiihing  charadlcr  is.  love,,  tliat  kind  principle 
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which  brought  it  down,  in  the  pure  exercifc  of  which 
confifts  the  chief  enjoyment  of  heaven  from  wheftcc 
it  came.  But  this  pra£ticey  xAj  brethren,  cometh 
not  from  above,  but  is  earthly,  feilfua],  deviUfli,  full 
of  confufion  and  every  evil  Work.  Refleft  then  a 
moment ;  can  a  fountain  fend  forth,  at  the  fame 
place,  fweet  water  and  bitter  ?  Can  the  fig-tree,  mj 
brethren,  bear  olive-berries  :  either  a  vine,  figs;  Lay 
your  hands  upon  your  hearts,  and  let  your  confctences 
(peak.— —Ought  not  the  fame  juft  principle,  which 
reffrains  you  from  cruelty  and  wrong  in  one  cafe 
equally  to  with  old  you  from  it  in  another  ? — Should 
not  charity  and  good- will,  like  the  principle  of  life 
circulating  through  the  (mailed  veffels  in  every  mem- 
ber, ought  it  not  to  operate  as  regularly  upon  yoa, 
tliroughout,  as  well  upon  your  words  as  upon  your 
adions  ? 

If  a  man  is  wife  and  endued  with  knowledge,  let 
him  {how  it,  out  of  a  good  converfation,  -ivith  meek- 
nefs  of  wifdom.     But — *— if  any  man  amongfi  yofl 

feemeth  to  be    religious feemeth  to  be, fot 

truly  religious  he  cannot  be, — and  bridfeth  nSot  his 
fongue,  but  deceiveth  his  ovfn  heart,  this  maA's  re- 
ligion is  vain This  is  the  full  force  of  St,  Jawes's 

reafoning,  upon  which  I  have  dwelt  the  more,  it  be- 
ing the  foundation,  upon  which  is  grounded  this 
clear  decifion  of  the  matter  left  us  in  the  text,  la 
which  the  apoftle  feems  to  have  fet  the  two  charac- 
ters of.  a  faint  and  a  flanderer  at  fuch  vari^ncCi  that 
one  Would  have  thought  they  could  never  have  had 
a  heart  to  have  met  together  again.  But  there  are 
BO  alliances  too  ftrange  for  this  World*— -HoW  many 
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nay  we  okfcrvc  every  day,  even  of  the  gentler  fex, 

as  well  as  our  own^  who,  without  convidioa  of  do* 

mg  mach  wrong,  in  the  midft  of  a  full  career  of  ca« 

lumnj  and  defamation,  rife   up  pucftually  at   the 

ftatcd  hour  of  prayer,  leave  the  cruel  ftory  half  un« 

toW  till  they  return,         'go,      >  and  kneel  down  be- 

foFt  tht  throne  of  Fleaven,  thank  God  that  he  had 

not  made  them  like  others,  and  that  his  Holy  Spirit 

had  enabled  them  to  perform  the  duties  «f  the  day^ 

^  (b  Chriflian  and  confcientious  a  manner  ? 

This  delafive>  itch  for  flander,  too  common  in  all 
r^nks  of  people,  whether  to  gratify  a  little  unge. 
HTous   refeptment,— whether,    oftener,  out  of  a 
principle  of  levelling,  from  a  narrownefs  and  poverty 
cffoul,  ever  impatient  of  merit  and  fuperiorsty  in 
ov\\ftt5^— -whether  from  a  mean  ambition,  or  the  in- 
^«iate  luft  of  being  teitty  (a  talent  in  which  ill-naturc 
«nd  malice  arc  no  ingredients)— or,  lafily,  whether 
^rom  a  natural  cruelty  of  difpoiition,  abftrafied  from 
*"  news  and  confiderations  of  felf :   to  which  one^ 
*>f  whether  to  all  jointly,  we  are  indebted  for  this 
t^wagious  malady,  thus  much  is  certain,  from  what- 
ever feeds  it  fprings,  the  growth  and  piogrefs  of  it 
''^^^  IS  deflruftive  to,  as  they  are  unbecoming  a  civi- 
^•ifd  people.     To  pafs  a  hard  and  ill-natured  reflec- 
^^^^,  upon    an    undefigning    a£tion ;  to  invent,  or 
^^ich  is  equally  bad,  to  propagate,  a  vexatious  re- 
I^'^t  without  colour  and  grounds  ;  to  plunder  an  in- 
Doccnt  man  of  his  charafter  and  good  name,  a  jewel 
^«^c\i,  perhaps,  he  has  ftarved  himfelf  to  purchafe, 
8nd  probably  would  hazard  his  life  to  fecure  ;  to  rob 
^^  2t  the  fame  time  of  his  happinefs  and  peace  of 
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mind,  perhaps  his  brestd,  t  the  bread'  mf  be,  of 
a  virtuous  family  -,  and  in  all  this,  as  Solomon  fajs  of 
the  madman  who  cafleth  fire-brands,  arrows  and 
death,  and  faith^  Am  I  not  in  fport  P-^-^l  this  out  of 
wantonnefs,  and  oftener  from  worfe  motives;  the 
whole  appears  fuch  a  complication  of  badnefs  as  re« 
quires  no  words  or  warmth  of  fancy  to  aggravate. 
Pride^  treachery,  envy,  hypocrify,- malice,  cruelty 
9nd  felf-love,.-may  have  been  iaid,  -in  one  fhape  or 
other,  to  have  oceafioned  all  the  frauds  and  mifchief$ 
that  «ver  happened' in  the  world i  but  the  chances 
againft  a  coincidence  of  them  all'  in  one  perfoo,  ars 
fb  many,  that  one  would  have  fuppofed  the  -  charac- 
ter of  a  coounon  flanderer  as  rare  and  diflScult  a  pro* 
dudion  in  nature  as  that  of  a  gr^at  genius,  whic/t 
feldom  happens  above  once  in  an  age;  * 

But,  whatever  was  the  cafe  when  St.  James  wrote 
his  epiflle,  we  have  been  very  fucceCsful  in  later 
days,  and  have  found  out  the  art,  by  a  propef  ma- 
nagement of  light  and -ihade,.  to  compound  all  thefe 
vices  t6gether/fo  as  to  give  body  and  ftrength  to  the 
whole,  whrlft  no  one  but  a  difcerning  artift'is  ablete 
difcover  the  labours  that  join  in  fimfhing  the  piAure. 
— ^And  indeed,  like  many  other  bad  originals'  in  the 
world  ■  it  (lands  in  need  of  all  thedifguife  it  has. 
——For  who  could  be  enamoured  of  a  charaSer, 
made  up  of  fo  loathfome  a  compound,— *^ould  they 
behold  it  naked,^^ — in  its  crooked  and  deformed  fhape, 
—-.with  all  its  natural  and  detefted  infirmities  la^ 
open  to  public  view  ? 

And  therefore,  it  were  *to  be  wiflied,  that  one 
could  do  in  this  malignant  cafe  of  the  mind^— whst 


SXKMON  XI.  .  X39 

is  generally  done,  for  the  public  good,  in  the  more 

loaligoaot  and  epidemical  caufes  of  the  body, — that  is 

-when  thej  are  found  infedious,— to  write  a  hiftorj 

of  the  diftemper^— — and  afcertaia    the   fjmptoma 

oC  the  maladjy  fo  that  everj  one  might  know  whonv 

he  might  venture  to  go  near,  with  tolerable  fafetj  to 

\miM,        But,  alas  !  the  fjmptoms  of  this  appear 
in  fo  manj  ftrange  and  contradi^orj  ihapes,    and 

vary  fo  wonderfully  with  the  temper  and  habit  of  the 

patient,,  that  they  are  not  to  be  clafled — or  reduced 

U>  any  one  regular  (yfienu 

Ten  thoufand  are  the  vehicles  in  which  this  deadly 

poifon  is  prepared  aiid  communicated  to  the  world^ 

—and,  by  fome  artful  hands^  'tis  done  by  fo  fubtltf 

and  nice  an  infufion,  that  it  is  not  to  be  tailed  or  dif<-* 

tovcred  but  by  its  cffeSs. 

How  frequently  is  the  honefty  and  integrity  of  st 
ffl^a  difpofed  of  by  a  fcnile  or  a  flirug  ? — How  many 
|ood  and  generous  actions  have  been  funk  into  obli<* 
vion  by  a  diftruftful  look, — or  flampt  with  the  impu^ 
totioD  of  proceeding  from  bad.  motives,  by  a  myfte* 
nous  and  feafonable  whifper  ? 

Look  into  companies  of  thofe  whofe  gentle  natures 
fliould  difarm   them,  we  (hall  find  no  better  ac- 

count.— How  large  a  portion  of  chaftity  is  fent 
oiit  of  the  world  by  diftant  hints, — nodded  away,  and 
cruelly  winked  into  fdfpicion,  by  the  envy  of  thofe 
^ho  are  pall  all  temptation  of  it  themfelves  ; — How 
often  does  the  reputation  of  a  helpleft  creature  bleed 
°y  report — which  the  party  who  is  at  the  pains  to 
propagate  it,  beholds  with  much  pity  and  fellow- 
"^^^^gx—that  flie  is  heartily  forry  for  it, — hepes  i». 
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God  It  IS  not  true  ;-^owcvcr,  as  Archbifliop  TilloN 
fon  wittil/  obfcrves  upon  it,  is  rcfolvcd,  in  the  mean 
time,  to  give  the  report  her  pafs,  that  atleafi  it  may 
have  fair  plaj  to  take  its  fortune  in  the  world, — ^to 
be  believed  or  not,  according  to  the  charity  of  tholcj 
into  whofe  hands  it  ikall  happen  to  fall. 

So  fruitful  is  this  vice  in  variety  of  expedients,  to 
fatiate  as  well  as  difguife  itfclf.  But  if  thefe  fmoother 
weapons  cut  fo  fore, — what  fliaU  we  fay  of  open  and 
unblufliing  fcandal — fubjedled  to  no  caution— tied 
down  to  no  reftraints  ?-— If  the  one,  like  an  arrow 
ibot  in  the  dark,  does  neverthelefs  fo  much  fccret 
mifchief,— *this,  like  the  peftilencc  wliich  rageih  at 
noon-day,  fweeps  all  brfore  ir,  levelling  without  di- 
fiindion  the  good  and  the  bad :  a  tlioufand  fall  be- 
fide  it,  and  ten  thuufand  on  its  right  hand, — they 
fall — fo  rent  and  torn  in  this  tender  part  of  them,  fo 
unxDercifuUy  butchered,  as  fometimes  jnevcr  to  reco- 
Ter,  either  of  the  wounds*— or  the  anguilh  of  heart 
II        which  they  have  occafioned.— — — 

But  there  is  nothing  fo  bad  which  will  not  admit 
of  fomething  to  be  faid  in  its  defence. 

And  here  it  may  be  alked,— Whether  the  incon- 
yeniencles  and  ill  eSeds  which  the  world  feels  from 
the  licentioufnefs  of  this  pradice— .are  not  fufficiently 
counterbalanced  by  the  real  influence  it  has  upon 
men's  lives  and  condud  ?— That  if  there  was  no  evil 
fpeaking  in  the  world,  thoufands  would  be  encouraged 
to  do  ill,— —and  would  rufli  into  many  indecorums, 
like  a  horfe  into  tlie  battle,— were  they  fure  toefcape 
the  tongues  of  men. 

That  if  we  take  a  general  view  q{  the  world, — ' 


SEftMoK  XU  14 1 

we  (hall  find  that  a  great  deal  of  ▼Irtue^-.at  leaft  of 
l^e  outvrfird  appearance  of  it^^s  not  fo  much  from 
107  fixed  principle,  as  the  terror  of  what  the  world 

will  fay, and  the  liberty  it  will  take  upon  the  qo« 

caBoDs  we  ihall  give. 

That,  if  we  defcend  to  particulars,  numbers  are 
ereij  dtj  taking  more  pains  to  be  well  fpoken  of,^*- 
tban  what  would  aftaallj  enable  them  to  live  fo  as 
to  defcrvc  it. 

That  there  are  man  j,  of  both  fexet ,  who  can  fup« 
port  life  well  enough  without  honour  or  chaftitj,— - 
^ho,  without  reputation  (which  is  but  the  opinion 
which  the  world  has  of  the  matter),  would  hide  their 
^^tads  in  ihame,  and  fink  down  in  utter  defpair  of 
^ppincfs. — iJo  doubt  the  tongue  is  a  weapon,  which 
^ocschaftife  many  indecorums  which  the  laws  of 
iiKQ  will  not  reach,.-^nd  keeps  many  in  awe 
^^  confcieoce  will  not  i  and  where  the  cafe  is  in* 
uifpatably  flagrant, — thefpeakingofit  in  fuch  words 
^  it  deferves,— fcarce  comes  within  the  prohibitioa 
-—In  many  cafes,  'tis  hard  to  exprefs  ourfelves  fo 
^  to  fix  a  difiinAion  betwixt  oppofice  cbaraders,— • 
*^  ibmetimes  it  may  be  as  much  a  debt  we  owe  to 
virtue,  and  as  great  a  piece  of  juftice,  to  expofe  a  vi- 
cions  charafter,  and  paint  it  jn  its  proper  colours,-— 
^  it  is  to  fpeak  well  of  the  deferving,  and  defcribe 
Ab  particular  virtues. — And,  indeed,  when  we  infliA 
this  puniflimeot  upon  the  bad^  merely  out  of  prin- 
cilde,  and  without  indulgence  to  any  private  paiSoa 
^f  our  own,— -'tis  a  cafe  which  happens  fo  feldom^ 
that  one  might  venture  to  except  it. 

However,  to  thofe,  who  in  this  objcSion  are  rcaU 
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clamoor,  and  eviUfpeaking,  be  put  awaj  from  us, — 
of  being  kind  to  one  another,  tender-hearted,  for- 
giving one  another,  even  as  God  for  Chrifi'i  fake 
forgave  us.    Amen. 
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Jofeph's  Hiftory  confidcrccL 

Forgiveaefs  of  Injuries. 


-    GEirctis  L.  X5. 

Aod  vhen  Jofeph't  brethren  fav  that  the9r  father  was  dead»  thcj 
£ud,  Jofeph  will  pcradveattire  hate  ai ,  aad  wiU  ecrtaioiy  rc- 
V^(c  lit  aU  the  evil  which  we  did  unto  him. . 

i  H£iLE  are  few  inftances  of  the  exercifc  of  partica* 
IsLT  virtues  which  feem  harder  to  attain  to,  or  which 
appear  more  amiahle  and  engaging  in  themfelves, 
than  thofe  of  moderation  and  the  forgivenefs  of  inju« 
ries :  aod  when  the  temptations  againit  them  happea 
to  be  heightened  by  the  bitternefs  of  a  provocation 
oa  one  hand,  and  the  fairnefs  of  an  opportunity  to 
retaliate  on  the  other,  the  inftaoces  then  are  truljr 
great  and  heroic.  The  words  of  the  text  (which  are 
the  confultation  of  the  fons  of  Jacob  amongd  them-/ 
f^lves  upon  th^r  fathex  Ifrael's  death ,  when,  becaufe 
it  was  in  Jofeph*s  power  to  revenge  the  deadly  injur j 
thej  had  formerly  done  him,  thej  concluded,  in 
courfe,  that  it  was  in  his  intention) — will,  lead'us  to 
a  beautiful  example  of  this  kind,  in  the  charadcr  and 
F9I  V.  G 
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behaviour  of  Jofepli  confequcnt  thereupon  ;  and  as' it 
^Xeenas  a  pe.rfe^  and  very  engaging  pattern  of  forbear- 
ance, it  may  not  be  imprppcr  to  make  it  ferve  for  the 
ground -work  of  a  difcourfe  uponHhat  fubjcft. — The 
whole  tranfadion,  from  the  ficft  occaiion  given  by 
^ofeph  inJ)is  youih,  to  thjs  laft.ad  of  remiffiotiy  at 
.^he  conclufion  of  his  life,  may  be  faid  to  be  a  mailer* 
,. piece  of  hiftpry,     .Jlicsf e  is,  not  only^n  the  manner 
^throughout,  fuch  a  happy^  though  unpommon  mi^^ 
•  ture  of  iimplicity  and  grandeur,  ^which  is  a  double 
charaQ^er  fo  hard  to  be  united,  tjiat  it  is  feldom  to  be 

met  with  in.  corop^fitions  jpierely  human^-< ^but  it 

is  ifikewife  related  wit!vthe  greateft  variety  of  tender 
and  afie£ling  circumAances,  which  would vaffbcd  mat- 
ter for  reflefl  ions  ufeful  for  the  condu6l  of  aim  oil 
every  part  and  ilage  of  a  man's  Hfe.-r: — But  as.  the 
jwords  of  the  text,  a^  well  as  the  intention  and  corn- 
pftfs  of  this  d^courfe,  particularly  confine  me  to  fjpeak 
oi^ly  to  one  point,  namely  the  forgivenefs  of  injuries, 
it  will  be  p'rop^r  only  .to  confider^fuch  circumdances 
o{  the  ftory,  as  will  plsice  this  inftance  of  it  in  its  yu& 
iight;  and  then  proceed.to  make  a  more  general  ufe 
.iof  the  great  example  of  moderation  ai^  forbearance, 
which  it  fetS; before  us. 

It  feems  ftrange  at  firft  fight,  that  after  the  fons  of 
Jacob  had  .fallen  into  Jofeph*s  power,  when  they 
were  forced  by  the  forcnefs  of  thefamine  to  go  dow^ 
into  Egypt  to  buy  corn,  and  had  found  him  too  good 
a  man  even  to  expoftulate  with  them  for  an  injury, 
which  he  feemed  then  to  have  digefted  and  pioufly 
to  have  reColved  into  the  over- ruling  providence  of 
GoB,    for    the  prefervation    of  much  people^  bow 
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tliej  could  ever  after  quefiion  the  uprightnefs  of  his 
mtentionsy  or  entertain  the  lead  fufpicion  that  his  re- 
conciHation  ivas  diflembled.  Would  not  one  haveima- 
ginedy  that  the  man  who  had  difcovered  fuch  a  goad- 
ncf$  of  foulythat  he  (ought  where  to  weep,  becftufe 
be  could  not  bear  the  druggies  of  a  counterfeited 
harihnefis,  could  «ver  be  fufpefted  afterwards  of  in- 
tending a  real  one  ;-^and  that  he  only  waited  till 
their  father  IfraePs  death  to  requite  them  ttil  the  evil 
which  thej  had  done  unto  him^  What  dill  adds  to 
this  diiEculty'is,  that  his  affe^ionate  manner  in  mak- 
ing himfelf  known  to  them,'.  .  his  goodnefs  in  for« 
bearing  n0t  only  to  ^ reproach  them  for  the  injury 
they  had  formerly  done  him,  but  extenuating  and 

^xcufing  the  fault  to  themfelves, his  comforting 

and  {peaking  kindly  to  them,  and  feconding  all  with 
the  tendered  marks  of  an  ufuiifguifed  forgivenefs,ia 
failing  upon  their  necks  and  weeping  aloud,  that  aH 
the  houfe  of  Pharaoh  heard  htm  ;-  that  moreover^ 
this  behaviour  of  Jofeph  could  not  appear  to  them  to 
be  the  eifeA  of  any  •warm  and  fudden  tranfport, 
which  might  as  fuddenly  give  way  to  ofher  refleftionsy 
bnt  that  it  evidently  fpruog  from  a  fettled  principle 
of  uncommon  generofity  in  his  nature,  which  Was 
above  the  temptation  of  making  ufe  of  an  opportu- 
nity" for  revenge,  which  the, couffe<>f  God's  provi- 
dence had  put  into  his  hands  'for  better  purpofes ; 
and  what  might  dill  feem  to  confirm  this,  was  the 
evidence  of  his  anions  to  them  afterwards,  in  bring- 
ing them  and  all  their  houfehold  up  out  of  Canaan , 
and  placing  them  near  him  in  the  land  of  Godien, 
the  rich^  part  ofEgypt,  where  they^ad  had  fo  many 

vG  2 
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years  experience  of  his  lome  and  kindoefs,-— ^Ajid 
jet  it  is  phin  all  this  did  not  clear  his  motive  from 
fufpicion,  or  at  leaft  theinfelves  from  (bii^e  appre- 
heniions  of  a  change  in  his  conda£t  towards  them. 
And  was  it  not  that  the  whole  tranfaftioa  was  'writ- 
ten  under  the  dire&ion  of  the  Spirit  of  trttch,  and 
that  other  hiftorians  concnr  in  doiag  juftice  to  Jo« 
feph's  chara&er,  and  fpeak  of  him  as  a  compafficMiate 
and  merciful  man^  one  would  be  ept^  yojx  would  faj, 
to  ima^itte  here^  that  Mofes  might  pof&bly  liave 
omitted  fome  circumfiances  of  Jc&ph's  hehaviour^ 
which  had  alarmed  his  brethren^  betwixt  the  time  of 
his  firfl  reconciliation  and  that  of  their  father's  death. 
-i-^'For  they  could  not  be  fufptcious  of  his  inteixtrons 
without  fome  caufe,  and  fear  where  no  fear  was.*— 
But  does  not  a  guilt j  confcience  often  do  £04  and, 
thou^  it  has  the  gromids^  yet  wants  the  power  to 
think  itfelf  fafc  ? 

And  could  we  look  into  the  hearts  of  thofe  who 
know  the^  deferve  ill^  we  (hould  find  manj  an  in- 
flance^  where  a  kindnefs  from  an  injured  band, 
where  there  was  leaft  reafon  to  expeft  one^  has  Amck 
deeper,  and  touched  the  heart  with  a  degree  of  re^ 
morfe  and.^oncern^  which  perhaps  no  feverity  or  re- 
fentment  could  have  reached.  This  refledion  wiH  ixk 
fame  meafure  help. to  explain  this  difficulij  which 
occurs  in  the  ftoiy.  For  it  is  obfervaliky  that  when 
the  injury  they  had  done  their  brother  was  fkft  com*. 
iniuedy  and  the  fa£l  was  frefh  upon  their  niinds^  $iZKi 
inoft  likely  to  have  filled  them  wi^h  a  fcnfc.  of  gvilt, 
we  fipA  no  ackTiQwledgmcat  or  complaint  to  ofi« 
anuht-r,  of  fiich  a  lead  as  one  ,might  iqris^inis  it  had 
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laid  opon  them  ;  and,  from  that  event,  through  a 
long  conrfe  of  years,  to  the  time  thej  had  gone  down 
to  Ejjpt,  we  read  not  once  of  any  forrow  or  com- 
punftion  of  heart  which  they  had  felt,  during  all  that 
time,  for  what  they  had  done.  They  had  artfully 
impofed  upon  their  parent — and  (as  men  are  inge- 
nioBs  cafuifts  in  their  own  affairs)  they  had,  probably 
as  artfully  inopofed  upon  their  own  confciences  ; 
and  poffibly  bad  never  impartially  rcfleOed  upon 
tl»e  aftion,  or  confidered  it  in  its  juft  light,  till  tfie 
many  a^s  of  their  brother's  love  and  kindnefs  had 
brought  it  before  them,  with  all  the  circumftanees  of 
a:^gravation  whichhisbehaviouf  Would  naturally  give 
i< — They  then  began  maturely  to-  confider  what  they 
iiad  dtifie — That  they  had  firft  undefervcdly  hated 
^^m  iu  his  childhood  for  that  whicb,  if  it  was  a 
ground  of  complaint,  ought  rather  to  have  been 
charged  upon  the  indifcretion  of  the  parent,  than 
confidered  as  a  fault  in  him.  Thar,  upon  a  more  jufl 
examination,  and  a  better  knowledge  of  their  brother, 
they  had  wanted  even  that  pretence.-  ■  ■  -It  was  not 
a  blind  partiality  which  feemed  firft  to  have  dire6led 

their  father's  affeftion  to  him though  then  they 

t'^ought  fo  ; for  doubtlefs  fo  much  goodnefs  and 

benevolence  as  (hone  forth  in- his  naturfe,  now  that  h6 
^as  a  man,  could  not  He  all  of  it  fo  deep  concealed 
in  his  youth,  hut  the  fagacity  of  a  parent's  eye  would 
^liCovcr  it,  and  that  in  courfe  their  enmity  towards 
bim  was  founded  upon  that  which  ought  to  have  woii 
thtir  cReem — Tliat  if  he  had  incautioufly  added  envy 
to  their  ilUwill  in  reporting  his  dreams,  which  pre  • 
^cd  his  future  greatncfs,  it  was  but  the.  indifcretioa 
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of  a  ycnith  unpraftifcd  in  the  worlds  who  had  not 
jet  found  out  the  art  of  difiembling  his  hop^  and 
expeflationSy  and  was  fcar.ce  arriv^ed  at  an  age  to 
comprehend  there  was  fuch  a  thing,  in  the  world  as 
envj  and  ambition  ;  ■■  ■  .that  i£  &ch  offences  in  a 
brother^  fo  fairly  carried  their  own  excufes  with 
thetn^  what  could  they  £ay  for  themfelves^  when 
they  confidered  it  was  for  this  they  had  almod  unani- 
jnoufly  confpired  to  rob  him  of  bis  life,  ■  ■  and» 
though  they  were  happily  re  A  rained  from  (bedding  his 
'blood  upon  Reuben^S  remonfirance,  that  they  bad. 
fievcrthelefs  all  the  guUt  of  the  intention  to  anfwer 
Sor  ?  ■■■■That  whatever  motive  it  was  which  thca 
flayed  their  hands,  their  confciences-  told  them  it 
could  not  be  a  good  one,  fisce  they  bad'  changed  the. 
fentence  for  one  no  lefs  cruel  in  itfelf,  and  what  to 
an  ingenious  nature  was  worfe  than  death,  to  be 
fold  for  a  flave :  the  one  was  common  to  all,,.,  -the 
other  only  to  the  unfortunate,  Thar  it  was  not 
conipafiioii  which  thea  took  place  ;,  for  bad  there 
been  any  way  open  to  that,,  his, tears  and  entreaties 
muft  have  found  it,  when  they  fav^  the  anguiih  of 
his  foul^  when  he  befooght  and  th^y.  would  not 
hear— That  if  aught  flill  could  hieightca  the  rcmorfe 
of  banilhtng  a  youth  without  provopation,  forever 
from  his.  country  and,  the  protcdioa  of  his  parent^ 
to  be  expofed  naked  to  the  buffetings  of  the  world, 
and  the  rough  hand  o££bme.  me rcilefs  mailer,  tbcj 
would  find  it  in  this  refleftien,  **  That  the  many 
**  afflidions  and  hardfliips,  which  they  might  na- 
*'  turally  have  expefted.wauldl  overtake  the  lad,  con- 
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^  fequent  upon  this  aftion,  had  aftuall y  fallen  upoit 
«  him." 

That  befides  the  anguilh  of  fufpefted  virtue,  her 
had  £flt  that  &f  a  prifon,  where  he  had  long  laid 
negleded  in  a  friendkfe  condition  \  and  where  the 
ftiiftion  of  it  was  rendered  fiili  fliarper  by  the  dailj 
expe^ation^  of  being  remembered  by  Pharaoh's  chief 
huder;.  and  thcf  difappointment  of  fimUng  himfelf 
aagratefulij  forgotten .'^-^^^i^'And  though  Mofes  tells 
us^  that  he  found  fftvoar  in  the  light  of  the  keeper 
of  thepnfonyyet  the  PTalmift  acquaints  us  that  his* 
fufferings  weye  ftill  grievous  :  That  hisfett  were  hurt 
ynth  fetters^  and  the  iron  entered  even  iato  hisfouL 
And  no  doubt,  his  brethren  thought  the  fenfe  of 
theiriwjurj  muft  have  entered  at  the  fame  time,  and^ 
^as'tfiCTk'  TiyeHe€Htnd  fixed" Jiv-his  tnind  for  ever.  - 

It  is  natural  toimajine  they  argi*cd-'and^'refr:;a>\r 
in  this  manner;  and  th^Pe  fccms*no  necefliry  of  feek-* 
wg  for  the  reafon  aP" their  uneafibefs. and  diftruft   in 
Joseph's  conduft,.  or  any  orfier  external '  caufe,  fince' 
the  inward  ■  workings'of  their  owii  minds  will  eafily 
account  for  the  evil  they  apprehended — -i-A  feries- 
of  benefits  and^kkidneire$  from  the  man  they  had  in* 
jurcd,.-gradudljr  heigM'tened  thig  idea  of  their  own 
guilt,,  till  at  length  thejT"  eould  *  not  conceive  how  the' 
irefpafs  could  be*  forgiven  Utem :  it  appeared  with 
iWhfrclbfcircOTnftauces  of  aggravation,  that  though 
they  were  oon vtBced  his  rcfcntmcnt  flept,  yet  they 
thought  irbnly  flept,  and  was  likely  fome  time  oir 
other  to  awake,  and  moft  probably  then,  that  their 
&thcr  was  dead,  when  the  confideration  of  involving 
-ii»in-,his  reven^"  ^^^^^  ceafcd,  and  all  the  dui^and? 

G  ^- 
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compaffiun  he  owed  to  the  grey  hairs  and  happinefs 
of  a  parent  was  difcharged  and  buried  with  him. 

This  they  exprefs  in  the  coufnltatioa  held  aa\ong(l 
themfelves  in  the  words  of  the  text ;  and  in  the  fol- 
lowing verfe  we  find  tbem  accordingly  fending  to  him 
to  deprecate  the  evil  they  dreaded  ;  and,  cither  be- 
caufe  they  thought  thejr  father^s  name  more  power- 
ful than  their  own,  in  this  application-— or  rather, 
that  they  might  not  commit  a  freib  injury  in  feem- 
ing  to  -fafpe£t  his  fincerity,  they  pretend  their  father's 
diredion  ;  for  we  read  they  fent  meiTengers  unto 
Jofeph,  faying.  Thy  father  did  command  before  he 

died,— — So    fliall   ye  lay  unto  Jofeph, "  For- 

**  give,  I  pray  thee  now,  the  trefpafs  of  thy  brethren 
and  their  fin  ;  for  they  did  unto  thee  evil :  and 
now  we  pray  thee,  forgive  the  tTcrp:;t»  trf  the  fer- 
"  vants  of  the  God  of  thy  father."  The  addrefs 
was  not  without  art,  and  was  conceived  in  fuch 
words  as  feemed  to  fuggeft  an  argument  in  their  fa- 
vour,—.^as  if  it  would  not  become  him,  who.  was  bnt 
a  fellow- fervant  of  their  father's  GoD,  to  harbour 
revenge,  or  ufe  the  power  their  father's  God  had 
given  him  againft  his  children.  Nor  was  there  a 
rcafon  in  any  thing,  but  the  fears  of  a  guilty  con*- 
fcience,  to  apprehend  it,  as  appears  from  the  recep- 
tion which  the  addre£s  met,  which  was  fuch  as  be- 
fpoke  an  uncommon  goodnefs  of  nature ;  for  when 

they  thus  fpake  unto  him, the  hiflorian  fajs  be 

wept.     Sympathy  for  the  forrow  and  diftrefs  of  To 

many  fons  of  his  father,  now  all  in  his  power, 

pain  at  fo  open  and  ingenuous  a  confeffion  of  their 
guilt, coaccrn  and  pity  for  the  long  puniflimcnt 
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tbej  mtifi  have  endured  by  fo  ftabbom*  a  retnorfe^ 
whidi  fo  many  years  feemed  aot  to  ha^re  diminiibed. 
Tlie  afieding   idea  of  their  condition^,   which    had 
feemed  to  reduce  thetn  to  the  neoeflity  of  holding  up 
their  hands  for  mtrcjf  iwhen  they  had  loil  their'  pro* 
tedor,— fo  many  tender  paiHons  ftruggling  toge* 
tHer,  at  once  OTercame  him ; — he  bard  into  tears 
which  fpoke,  what  language  could  uoC  attempt.     Ic 
vrUl  be  needJefs  therefore  to  enlarge  any  further  up- 
on this  incident,  which  furnifhes  lis  with  fo  beautiful 
a  pidnre  of  a  compaflionate  and  forgiving  temper^ 
that  I  think  no  words  can  heighten  it;*-bux  ratlier 
let  us  endeavour  to  find  out  by  what  helps  and  rea* 
foningy  the  patriarch  might  be  fuppofed  to  attain  t^ 
fo  exalted  and  engaging  a  virtue.     Perhaf^  yoo  will 
iiy,  ^  That  one  fo  thoroughly  conviaoed,  as  Jofeph 
**  itemed  to  be,  of  the  overruling  providence  of  Gon^ . 
"  which  fo  evidently  makes  u£s  of  the  malice  and 
'*  paffioBs  of  men,  and  turns  them  as  inftruntents  in 
^  bis  hands  to  work  his  own  righteoufnefsy  and  bf  ing 
"  about  his  eternal  decrees,-— and  of  which  his  own 
'^  btftory  was  fo  plain  an  inftance,  could  not  have 
**  far  to  feek  for  an  argument  to  forgivenefs,  or  feel 
"  much  iirng^e  in  flifiing  an  inclination  againft  it/* 
**'— But  let  any  man  lay  his  hand  upon  hi«  hearty 
2nd  fay,  how  often  in  inftances,   where  anger  and 
revenge  had  feized  him,  ha$  this  do^rine  come  i^i 
to  his  aid  ?-r— -r-In  the  bitternefs  of  an  affront^  }ipw 
often  has  it  calmed  his  paffion$,.  and  checked  the 
fury  of  his  re&ntmeat  ?         True  and  univerfally  be* 
l:eved  as  the  doiSrioe  is  aroongCt  us,  it  feldom  •dQf'9  ; 
this  iervice,  though  fo  well  fui];ed  for  it^  and  like 


254  SERMON  2EK. 

fome  wife  flatute,  never  executed  of  ehooght  t>f,, 
thougH  in  full  force^  lies  as  unheeded  as  if  it  vras 
sot  in  being.. 

Tis  plain,  ^t was  otbenwife  in  die  prefent  iuftaucey  i 
where  Jpfcph  feems  to  acknowledge  the  influence  it  | 
had  upon  liimy  in  his  declaration^  i  "  That  it  was 
<*  not  they,,  but  GoJ>  who  fcnt  him."  And  does 
not  this  virtue  (bine  the  brighteft  in  fuch  a  pious 
application  of  the  perfuafion  to  fo  benevolent  a  pur. 
pofe  ? 

Without  derogating  ^rom  the  merit  of  his  forbear-  < 
ance,  he  might  be  fuppofed  to  have  cafl  an  eye  upon .; 
the  ohange  and  uncertainty  of  hunoan  affiairs   "which 

he  had  feen  himfelf^  and  which   had  convinced  him  ; 

i 

we  were  all  in  one  another's  power,  by.  tums^  and  I 
Hand  in  need  of  one  another^  pity  and^  c^nipaffion ;  ■ 
and  that,,  to  reftrain  the  cruelties,  and  ftop  the 
infolences  of  men*S  refentments,,Goii.has  fo  ordered' 
it  in  the  courfe  of.  his  providence,  that,,  very  often  in» 
this  world— our  revenges  returnaippn  our  own  beads,.^! 
and  men*5  violent  dealings- upon  their  own  pates. 

And,  befides  thefe  coniiderat-ions,— *— that,  in  ge* 
neroufly  forgiving  an  enemy,^he  was  the  trueft  friend' 
to  his  own  charadler,  and  ihould  gain  more  to  it  by - 
fuch  an    inffance  of  fubduing  his-  fpirit,,than  if  he 
had  taken  a  city.— -The  brave  only  know  how  to  for- 
give ;       K  it  is  the  mofl  refined  and  generous  pitch 

of  virtue  human  nature  can  arrive  at *Gowards« 

liave  done  good  and  kind  actions,  .  cowards  have 
even  fought-  -nay  fometimes  even  conquered  ;— ^ 
lint  a  co'ivard  never  forgave. — It  is  not  in  his  nature  5. 

•jChriftian  Here. , 
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^j^he  power  of  doiag  it  flows  onlj  from  &  flretigth 

tad  greatoefs  of  foa],  coofcioas  of  its  own  fon:e  and 

fecoritjy  and  above  the  little  temptations  of  refenting 

every  fruitlefs   attempt  to  interropt  its  happinefs. 

Moreover,  fetting  afide  all  coniiderations  of  his  cha- 

rader— in  pi&fling  bj  an  injury ^  be  was  the  trneft 

friend  likewife  to  his  own  happinefs  and  peace  of 

mrnd ;  he  never  felt  that  fretful  florm  of  paffions, 

which  hurry  men  on  to  ads  of  revenge,  or  fufiered 

thofe  pangs  of  horror  which  purfue  it.     Thus  he 

might  pebbly  argue, -  and  no  farther ;         for  want 

of  a  better  foundation  and  better  helps,  he  could' 

rsdfe  the  building  ho  higher  ;-^to  carry  it  upwards  io 

its  perfedlion,   we  mull  call  in  to  our  aid  that  more 

ipiritnal  and  refined  dodrine  introduced  upon  it  by 

Christ  ;  namely,  to  forgive  a  brother,  not  only  to- 

Tcvcn  times,  but  to  fcvcnty  times  feven— — -that  is,. 

mfhout  limit dtroh.'  - 

In  this,  the  excellency  of  the  gofpel  is  faid,  by 
fome  one,  'to  appear  with  a  remark-able  advantage ; 
**  That  a  Chriflian  is  as  much  difpofed  to  love  and 
•  ferve  you,  when  your  enemy,  as  the  mere  moral^ 

**  man  can  be,  when  he  is  your  friend." This, 

no  doubt,  is  the  tendency  o£  his  religion  ;— but, 
bow  often,  or  in  what  degrees  it  fucceeds,  ■ -how 
nearly  the  praftice  keeps  pace  with  the  theory,  the 
sdl-wife  Searcher  into  the  hearts  of  men,  alone  is' 
able  to  determine.  But  it  is  to  be 'feared,  that  fuch' 
great  effeds  are  not  fo  fenfibly  felt,  as  a  fpeculative 
nan  would  ezped  from  fuch  powerful  motives ;  and 
there  is  many  a  Chrillian  fociety  which  )voUld  be^ 
^ad  to  comppund  agaongft  themfelves  for  fome  leflet^f 

G6 
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degrees  of  perfedHop  on  one  hand,  were  thtj  fare  to 
be  exempted,  en  ths  other,  from  the  bad  effects  of 
thofe  fretfiil  paiSoDS  which  are  ever  takings  as  -well 
as  ever  giving,  the  occafioos  of  ftrife;  the  beginsings 
of  which  Solomon  aptly  compares  to  the  letting  out 
of  waters,  the  openipg  a  breach,  which  no  <Hie  caa 
be  fure  to  Qop  till  it  has  proceeded  to  the  moft  fatal 
events. 

With  juftice  therefore  might  the  fon  of  Sirach 
conclude,    concerning  pride— —that  fecret    ftream 
which  adminiders  to  the  everflowings  of  refeotneients, 
that  it  was  not  made  for  man,  nor  furious  anger 
for  htm  that  is  born  of  a  woman  :  that  the  one   did 
not  become  his  ftation,  and  that  the  other  was    de- 
flruftive  to  all  the  happinefs  he  was  intended  to  re- 
ceive from  it.     How  miferably  then  muft  thofe  men 
turn  tyrants  againii  themfelves,  as  well  as  others, 
who  grow  fplenetTc  and  revengeful,   not  only  upon 
the  little  unavoiflbble  oppofitions  and  offences    %hcy 
muft  meet  with  in  the  co/nmerce  of  the  world,   but 
d|K)n  thofe  which  only  reach  them  by  report,  suid  ac- 
(Jordingly  torment  their  little  fools,  with  aneditatiog 
how  to  return  ^e  injury,  before  they  are  certain 
they  have  received  one  ^  Whether  this  eager  fenfibi« 
lity  of  wrongs  and  rcfentments,  arifes  from  that  ge- 
tteral  caufe,  tQ  which  the  fon  of  Sirach  feeias  to  re* 
diice  all  fiQtce  anger  and  piifiion ;  or  whether  to  a 
certain  fournefs  of  temper,  which  ftands  in  every 
body's  way,  and  therefore  fubjed  to  be  often  hurt : 
fi-om  whichever  caufe  the  difbrder  fprings,  the  ad*- 
vice  of  the  author  of  the  book  of  Ecckfiafticns  is 
proper  :  **  AdmouUh  a  friend,  fays  he^  it  aiay  be 
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**  he  Eath  not  done  it ;  and  if  he  have,  that  he  do 
**  it  not  again.  Admonifli  thy  friend,  it  maj  be  he 
"  hath  not  faid  it »  and  if  be  have,  that  he  fpeak  it 
"  not  again.  There  19  that  flippcth  in  his  fpeech, 
"  but  not  {torn  his  heart :  and  who  is  he  who  hath 
"  not  offisnded  with  his  tongue  ?" 

I  cannot  help  taking  notice  here  of  a  certain  fpe- 

cics  of  forgivenefsy    which    is  feldom  enforced  or 

thongbt  of,  and  jet  is  no  waj  below  our  regard :  I 

mean  the  forgivenefs  of  thofe,  if  we  may  be  allowed 

the   expreffion,    whom   we  have  injured  ourfelves* 

One  would  think  that  the  difficulty  of  forgiving  could 

only  reft  on  the  fide  of  him  who  has  received  the 

wrong ;  but  the  truth  of  the  faft  is  often  otherwife* 

The  coofcioufnefs  of  having  provoked  another's  re« 

Centment,  often  excites  the  aggreflbr  to  keep  before- 

Ittad  with  the  man  he  has  hurt ;  and  not  only  to 

hate  him  for  the  evil  he  expeds  in  return,  but  even 

to  porfbe  him  down,  and  put  it  out  of  his  power  to 

make  leprifals. 

The  bafisnefs  of  this  is  fach^  that  it  is  fufficient  16: 
make  the  fame  obfervation,  which  was  made  upon 
the  crime  of  parricide  amongft  the  Grecians  ^  ■■  i  it 
was  lb  b1ack,F»-their  legtflators  did  not  fuppofe  i^ 
oonld  be  committed,  and  thsrefore  .aaade  no. law  to 
punilh  it« 
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Buty  of  fetting^  Boxdids  to  our  Defires* 


S1LIVG9  IT.  13. 

Abd  ^e  faid  UDto  faiiin.  Say  now  unto  her»  Behold,  thon  faaff  beer 
careful  for  ui  with  all  this  care ;— whAt  is  to  be  done  lor  thee  i 
^-wouldtt  thou  be  fpokcn  for  to  the  king*  or  the  captain  of 
the  hoft>?  "And  flie  anfwered^  I  dwell  among  mine  owa^ 
people.  - 

Jt>HE  firft  part  of  the  text  i»  the  word  which  the- 
prophet  Elilha  puts- into  the  mouth  of  his    fervant 
Gehazi,  as  a  mefTage  of  thanks  to  the  woman  of 
Sfaunam  for  her  great,  kindfiels  and  hofpitalitj ;  of 
whichy  after  the  aoknowledgment  of  his-juft  fenfe^ 
which  Crehaxt  is  bid  to  deliver  m  the  words-— ^'  Be* 
^  hold,  thou  haft  beeu  careful  for  ^  with  all  this 
^  care  ;^'— he  direfts  him  to  incjuire  in  what  man-' 
ner  he  may  beft  make  a  return  in  difcharge  of  the 
obligation-——*'  What    fkall    be   done    for    thee? 
**  Wouldfi  thou  be  fpoken  for  to  the  Icing,  or  the^ 
<*  captain  of  the  hoft  ?  **    The  laftspart  of  the  text  is 
the  Shunamite's  anfwer,. which  implies  a  refnfal  of 
the  honour  or  advantage  which  the  prophet  iotefld-^ 
•d  to  bring  upon  her  bj  fuch  an  appUcatioo,>  wbicb* 


£f  ifldkeAIy  ezpreffes  in  her  contentmeni  and  fa«»* 
dsfadion  with  what  ihe  enjoyed v  in  her  prefent  (la- 
tioQ ;  **  I,  dwell  among  mine  own  people.'*     This* 
iadanoe  of  felS^denial  in  the  Sbunamite,.  is  but  pro*- 
perlj  the  introda£lion  to  her  ftorj, ,and  gives  rife' 
to  that  long,  and  verj  pathetic,  tranfaflion  which' 
follows  IB  the  fupernatural  grant  of  a  child,  which  ^ 
God  had  many  years  denied  her,^    .  ■  ■  the  affe^ing^ 
Ms  of  him  as  foon  as  he  was  grown  up,— ^.and  his 
reftorationte^ife  by  Elifha,  .after  he  had  been  feme 
time  dead  ;..  the  whole  of.  which,  .though  extremely 
iatereftingy  and  forming  fnch  incidents,   as    wouldv 
afford  fufficient  matter  for  inftruAion-^.yet^.as  it  will* 
not  &11  within  the  intention  of  this  difcourfe,  1  jQiall; 
^g  leave  at  this,  time  bavely  to  confider  thofe  pre* 
vioos  circumflances  of  it,  to  whieh.  the  text  confine s* 
tK  V  upon  which  I  ihall  enlarge  with  fuch  refiec-* 
tioos  as  occur^.aad  then  proceed  to  that  practical ^ 
ufeuid  exhortation^  which  will  naturally  fatt  from- 
it.  . 

We  find. that  after  Eliflia  had  refened  the  diftref«< 

fed  widow  and 'her ^  two  fons  from  the  hands  of  the- 

crtditoV,.  by«  the  miraculous  multiplication  of.  her* 

oil,-.-.that  he,  paflbd  on  to  Shunam^. where,  wet 

tcad,  was  a  great  woman,  and  ihe  conftrained  him^ 

toeat  bread  ^andfo' it  was^  that  as  often  as  he  paC- 

Icd  by,  he.  turned  in  thither  to  eat  thread*-   The  fa« 

cr'ed  hiftorian  fpeaks  barely  of'  her  temporal  condi*- 

Uott  and  ftatton  ^  in  life——"  That  ibe  was  a  great 

''woman;"  but  defcribes    not  the  more  material. 

V^xi  of  her,  her  virtues  and  charafier,  becaufe  they 

iMie  more,  evidently  to  be  difcovered.  from  tLo^r 
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tranfaftion  Itfelf ;  from  which  it  appears^  that 
£he  was  not  only  wealthy,  bat  likewife  charitable, 
and  of  a  very  confiderate  turn  of  mind.  For  after 
many  repeated  invitations  and  entertainments  at  her 
houfcy  fiuding  his  occafions  called  him  to  a  frequent 
paflage  that  way ;— ihe  moves  her  huftand  to  fet 
up  and  fumiih  a  lodging  for  him,  with  all  the  cod- 
veniencieis  which  the  fimplicity  of  thofe  times  re. 
quired :  "  And  flie  faid  unto  her  hufband.  Behold 
now,  I  perceive  that  this  is  an  holy  man  of  God, 
which  paiTeth  by  us  continually ;  let  ns  make  him 
a  little  chamber,  I  pray  thee,  on  the  wall,  and  let 
us  fet  for  him  there  a  bed,  and  a  table,  and  a  ftool, 
and  a  candlefUck ;  and  it  iball  be  when  he  cometh 
to  us,  that  he  (hall  turn  in  thither,'*  She  per- 

ceived he  was  a  holy  man,--  ■■■(he    had  had  many 
opportunities,  as  he  pafied  by  tham  continually,  of 
obferving  his  behaviour  and  deportment,  which  ihe 
had  carefully  remarked,   and  faw  plainly   what  he 
was.    That  the  fanAity  and  fimplicity  of  his  manners, 
..^-.-.-the  feverity  of  his  lii^,-^-«-and  zeal  for  the  re- 
ligion of  his  God,  and  the  uncommon  ferVency  of 
his  devotion,  whf  n  he  worihipped  before  him,  which 
feemed    his  whole  bufinefs  and  eiinplbyment  upon 
earth  $^-all  befpoke  him  not  a  man  of  this  vforldf 
but  one  whofe  heart  and  affeAions  were  fixed  upon 
attothef^  objeA,  which  was  dearer  and  more  iinpor- 
tMit  to  him.     But  as  fuch  outward  appearnces  maj, 
and  often  have  been  counterfeited,  fo  that  the  ac- 
tions of  a  man  are  certafinly  the  only  interpreters  to 
be  relied  on,  whether  fuch  colours  are  tri^e  or  &]fe 
«*-4b  fliehad  heaod  that  aU  was  o£  a  piece  there, 
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and  that  he  was  throaghoiit  confifient ;  that  he  had 
nfver  in  anj  one  iiiftance  of  his  life  a£ted  as  if  he 
had  any  views  in  the  affairs  of  this  world,  in  which 
he  had  never  interefted  himfelf  at  all,  but  where  the 
gioTj  of  his  Gob,  or  the  good   and  prefervalion   of 
his  fellow-creatures',  at  firft  inclined  him :  that,  in 
a  late  infiance,  before  he  came  to  Shunam,  he  had 
done  one  of  the  kindeil  and  mod  charitable  anions 
that  a  good   man  could  have  done,  in  affifting'  the 
widow  and  fatherlefs  ;  and,  as  the  fad  was  fingluar, 
and  had  jaft  happened  before  her  knowledge  of  him, 
no  dottbt  (he  had  heard  the  fiorj  with  all  the  tender 
circamflances  which  a  true  report  would  give  it  in 
his  favour ;  namely,  th^  a  certain  woman  whoib 
buiband  was  lately  dead,  and  had  left  her  with  her 
chUdrm  in  a  very  helplefs  condition-*— «-very  dcfti* 
tute— and,    what   was    ftill  worfe,  charged  with  a 
debt  tbe  was   not  able  to  pay  ;-^that  her  creditor 
bore   exceeding   hard  <  upon   her,   and    finding  her 
little  wroth  in  fubdance,  was  going  to  take  the  ad«-' 
vantage  v^hich  the  law  allowed  of  feiziag  her  two 
foDs  for  his  bondfmen  ;  fo  that  (he  had  not  only  loft 
her  huiband,  which  had  made  her  miferable  enough 
already,  but  was  going  to  be  bereaved  of  her  chil- 
dren, which  were  the  only  comfort  and   fupport  of 
her  life  ;        ■  that  upon  her  coming  to  Eltiha  with 
this  fad  ftory,  he  was  touched  with  compafBon  for 
her  misfortunes,  and  had  ufed  all  the  power  and 
iotereft  which  he  had  with  his  God  to  relieve  and 
befriend  her ;  which,  in  an  unheard-of  manner,  by 
the  miraculous  increafe  of  her  oil,  which  was  the 
only  fubflance  fbe  had  left,  he  had  fo  bountifully 


ttEt&ci,  aa  not  onljr  to  difentangle  her  &om  hei 
4if&tuUies  10  paying  the  debt^  .but  withal,  what  vrzi 
Am  more  generous,  to  enable  her  to  live  comforc<i 
ablj  the  remainder  of  her  daysr  She  confidered, 
that  charity  and  coiBpailkKi  was  fo  leading  a  virtuei 
and  had  fuch  an  in&uence  upon  every  other  part  o 
a  man^s  charaAer^  a&  to  be  a  fuffieient  proof  bj 
itfelf  of  the  inward  difpofiti^r  and  goodtiels  of  tb< 
heart ;  but  that  fd  engaging  an  infta»ce  of  it  as  this] 
exercifed  in  fo  kind  and'  fo  fea&mable  a  mannerj 
wa$  a  demonftracion  of  his^-— and  that  he  was  H 
truth,  what  outward  circumftances  befpoke,  a  hoi) 
3paa  of  Gog.  .  As  the  Shunamite's  principle  and 
nociire  for  herhe^ality^ito  Elifhi  was  jufl,  as  ii 
fprung  fvom.  an  idea  of  the  worth  and  merit  of  bei 
guefty  fo  lik&wife  wtisi  the  muniier  of'di>ing  it  kind 
and  confiderater  It  is  obfervable,  ihe  does  not  foli^ 
cit  her  hufband  to  afCgn  him  an  apartment  in  hei 
own  hoofe,  bnt  to  biiild  him  a  chambeY  on  the  wall 
apart  I.*— (he  confidered,.  ■■  >  that  true  piety  wanted 
^o  witneiTes,  and  was  alwaya  moft  at  eafe  when  mod 
private  -^^  ■  that  the  tumult  and-  diftradion  of  a 
lUrrge  family  were  not  fit  for  the  filent  meditations  of 
(6  Holy  a  man, -who  would  perpetually  there  meet 
with  fomething  eitherto  interrupt- his^devorion,  or 
offeiod  the  purity  of  his  manners  ;-^that  mioreover, 
under  fuch  an  independent  roof,  where  be  coulA 
take  (belter  at  often  ^s- his  ocoa(ions  required,  ins 
thought  he  might  tafte  the  pleafure  -which  was  na- 
tural to  man,  in  poITefling  fomething  like  what  be 
could,  call  his  own,  ■  and,  what  is  no  fms^^  pa^^ 
of- conferring^  a  favour,  .he    would    fcarce -feel  ^^^ 


weight  of  it^  or  at  lead  much  feMomer  in  this  xnaiK 
Ber,  than  where  a  dailj  invitation  and  repetition  of 
the  kindnefs  perpetually  put  him  in  mind  of  his 
obGgation.     If  any  thing  eould*ftiU  add  to  this 
it  was  that  it  did  not  appear  to  be  the  drj  offer  of 
a  faint  civility,  but  that  it  came  dir^dly  from  the 
heart.    There  is  a  nicety  in  honefl  minds,  which  will 
sot  accept-vf  a  cold  and  CufpeQed  oSer,'— and  even 
when   it    appears    to  be  ilncere  and  truly  meant^. 
there  is  a.  modefty  in  true  merit  which  knows  not 
bw  to  accept  it ;  and  no  doubt  fhe  had  one^.  if  not 
both  thefe  difficulties  to^  conquer  in  their  turns.*— 
"Sat  we  read,  that  (he  conftrained  him,  and  in  altlikeli^. 
hood  forced  his  acceptance  of  it,  with  all  the  warmth  • 
and  friendly  opennels  ol  a^  huouine  and  hofpitabla^ 
temper* 

It  is  with  benefits  as  with  injuries  in  this  refped^^ 
tiiatwe  do  notfo  much  weigh  the  accidental  good  ot 
evil  they  do  as>  as  that  whioh  they  were  de£gned  to  * 
do  us ;  ■  that  is^  we  confider-  no  part,  of  them  fo  - 
much  as  theit  intention.  And  the  prophet^s  bdiia«r- 
viour  confequent  upon  this,  (hows .  he  beheld  i% 
trough  this  medium, , or  in  fome  fuch  advantageous^- 
light  as  Thave  placed  it* . 

There  is  no  burden  fo  heavy  .to<  a  grateful  mind^  > 
3s  a  debt  of  kindnefs  unpaid  ;-P*.and^  we  may  believo 
£liiha  felt  it  fo>.frbm  the  earned  defire  which  he  had 
upon  the  immediate  receip^t  olthis^.todiicharge  him-f 
Wf. of  it,,  which  he  exprelSs  in- the  text  in  th« 
^ariQfift  manner  ; — p-<'  Behold,  thou  haft  beeA 
'*  careful  for  us  wi^h  all  this  care :— What  fliall  her 
**  done  for  thee.?  Wouldtft  thoa  be  fpoken  forta- 
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*'  the  king,  or  the  captain  of  the  hofl  ?'* — There  is  a 
degree  of  honeft  impatience  in  the  words,  fuch  as 
was  natural'  t&  a  good  man,  who  would  not  be  be- 
hind-hand with  his  benefaAor._Bat  there  is  one 
thing  which  maj  fecm  ilrange  at  firft  fight,  that  as 
her  ftation  and  condition  of  life  was  fuch,  that  (he 
appeared  rather  to  have  abounded  already,  than  ftood 
in  want  of  any  thing  in  this  W6rld  which  fuch  an 
application  could  fupply,*  why  the  prophet  fliould 
not  rather  have  propofed  fortie  fpiritual  advantage, 
which,  as  it  would  better  have  become  the  fanflity 
of  his  charaftcr  oD  the  one  hand,  fo,  on  the  other, 
it  IVould  have  done  a  more  real  and  laflihg  fervice  to 
his  friend.' 

-  But  we  are  to  refleft,  that,  in  returning'favours,  we 
aS  differently  from  what  we  do  in  conferring  them : — 
in  the  one  cafe  we  fimply  confider  what  is  beft, — in 
the  other,  what  is  mofl  acceptable.  The  reafon  is, 
that  we  have  a  right  to  aft  according  to  out  own 
ideas  of  what  will  do  the  party  moil  good,  in  the 

cafe  where  we  beftow  a  favour  ; ^but,  where  wc 

return  one,  welofe  this  right,  and  afl  according  to 
his  conceptions  who  has  obliged  us,  and  endeavour 
to  repay  in  fuch  a  manner  as  we  think  is  mod  likely 
to  be  accepted  in  difcharge  of  the  obligation.  So 

that,  though  we  are  not  to  imagine  Elifiia  could  be 
wanting  in  religious  duties,  as  well  as  wiffaes,  to  fo 
hofpitable  m  friend,  we  may  yet  fuppofe  he  was  di- 

reSed  here  by  this  principle  of  equity  ; and  that, 

in  reflecting  in  what  manner  he  (hould  requite  his 

"nefaftrefs,  he  had  confidered,  that  to  one  of  her 
nt  condition,  who  had  all  the  reaCoaablo  com- 
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forts  of  an  mdepeadent  life» — ^if  there  was  Ukj  ftS-m 
ion  jet  unfatisfiedy  k  muft .  certaioly  be  aoibaioa  s 
that  though  in  general  it  was  an  irregular  ajit>edte9 
which,  in  mod  cafes,  it  was  dangeratis  to  gratify^ 
yet  in  effcQ.  it  was  only  fo  far  criminal,  ad  the  power 
which  is  acquired  to  bad  and  viciotos  purpofes,  which 
it  was  not  likely  to  be  here,  from  the  fpecimen  flie 
hid  already  given  of  her  difpofitioo  ;  which  ihowed 
that  if  file  did  wiib  for  an  iocreafe  of  weakh  or  ho<* 
nour,  ihe  wifhed  it  only,  as  it  would  enable  her 
more  generoufly  to  extend  her  arm  in  kind  offices^ 
and  increafe  the  jpower  as  well  'as  the  opportunities 
of  doing  good* 

lojufiice  to  Eliflia's  motive,   which  muft  have 
^n  good,  we  muft  fuppoie  he  confidered  his  offer 
in  tbis  light ;  and  what  principally  led  him  to  pro* 
pofe  \tj  was  the  great  intereft  which  he  had  with 
^c  £ng  of  Ifrael  at  that  time,  which  he  had  merit* 
c(i  bj  a  fignal  fervice ;  and  as  he  had  no  views  tor 
himfelf,  he  thought  it  could  not  be  employed  fo  well 
%  io  eiUblilhing  the  fortune  of  one,  whofe  vxrtue^' 
might  \^  fo  fafely  trufted  with  it.     It  was  %  juftifi-  ' 
sUe  prepofleffion  in  her  favour,^-Aough  one,  Jiot 
^ways  to  be  relied  on;  for  there  is  many  a  one  who, 
in  a  moder^e  ftatioiv  and  with  a  Icfter  degree  of ' 
power,  has  bejhaved  with.  honCMur  and  nnblemiihed ' 
ffptttation,  and  who  has  even  borne  the  bu&ting 
ofadverfe  fortune  well,  and  manifefied  great  pre* 
fence  and  ftrength  of  mind  under  it,  whom  -never* 
thelefe  a  hi^h -exultation  has  at  (Okot  overcome,  and 
fo  entirely  changed,  as,  if  the  party  had  left  not  only 
^Is  virtQC|  but  even  himielf  bdiind  him*. 
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Whether  the  Shunamitc  dreaded  to  make  thk 

dangerous  experimcBt  of  hcrfelf,— — or,   which  U 

«orc  likely,  that  4ht  had  learned  to  fet  hounds  to 

her  defice3,  and  was  too  wfcirfatisficd  with  her  pre- 

fcnt  condition  to  be  tempted  out  of  it,  flic  decline! 

the  rfer  in.  the  <lofe»ofthe  text,--— *»  I  ^/u^r// a- 

**  mongft  my  own  peofle  ;**  as  if  flie  had  faid,  "The 

**  intended  'kindnefo  is  far  from  being  f mall,  but  it 

^<  is  not  ufefttl  to  met;  I  liTeherc,  as  thou  art  a  wit- 

^  nefs,  in  peac^  in  a  contented  obfcjarity  ;         not 

<''{6  high  as  to  provoke  envy,  nor  fo  low  as  to  be 

**  trodden  dtfwn   an^  defpifed.     'In   this  Xafe   and 

^*  middle  ftate,  as  I  have  lived  amongft  my  own 

^*.  people,  fo  let  me  tdie,  out  of  the  reach,   both  of 

<<  the  cares ^and  glories  of  the  world.— -It  is  fit,  O 

'*  holy  man  of  God  !  that  I  learn  fome  time  or 

<<  other  to  fet  bounds  to  my  defirea  $  and  if  I  cannot 

'^-fiz  them  now,  whenJ  have  already  more  than  my 

"  wants  require,  when  Ihall  I  hope  to  do  it  ?— Or 

**'  how  (houldl  expeft,  that  even  this  increafe  of 

*<  honour  or  fortune  would  fuUy 'fatisfy  and  content 

t<.  my  ambition*  ti)ould  I  now  give  way  to  it?*' 

So  engaging  an  inAance  of  unaffeQed  moderation 
and  felf-deaial,  deferves  well  to  be  confidered  by 
the  buftlers  in  this  world  ;— — becaufe,  if  we  are  to 
truft  the  face  and  eourfe  of  things^  we  fcarce  fee 
any  virtue  fo  hard  to  be  put  in  praflice,  and  which 
the  generality  of  mat)kind  feem  fo  unwilling  to  learn, 
as  this  i.  ■■■  of  knowing  when  they  have  enough,  and 
when  it  is  time  to  give  over  their  worldly  purfuits, 
-^Aye  but  nothing  is  more  cafy,  you  will  anfwer, 
--*  to  fix  this  poiat|  and  let  cettain  bounds  to  it— - 
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*For  my  own  part,  you  wi&fay,  I  declare,  I  waot 
aod  would  wiih  no  more,  butafufficient  competen- 
cj  of  thofe  things,  .which  are  requifite  to  the  real  nfcs 
aod  occafioos  oCllfe^^faitaUe  to  the  way  I  havebew 
tanght  to  expeA^rom  nfe  aqd  evocation."-— Bat  re« 
c^oUefi  bow   feldom   it   ever  happens,   when  thefe 
poiflls  are  fecured,  but  that  new  occs^^ns  and  new 
ncceffitics  prefent  themfclves,  and,  e.vwy^ay  as  you 
grow  richer,  fre^  wants  .are. difcovered  which  rife 
up  before  jou  ^  you  afcend  the  hill :  fo.that  every 
flep  JOU  t^ke^rrrr — cvery  aceeflion  to  your  fortune, 
fctsyour  delires.^nc;c.dc;gree  farther  from  j-eft  and  fa- 
<isfaflionj  j  ■,  ■   that  jboc^thing   jou    have   not   yet 
^afped,   and  ptoQIbly  never  {ball«--7rthat  devil  of  iS 
phantom,  unpofiVffed.aJ[id  junpofiefirable,  is  perpetu* 
s^^ybaunttng  j'QU,  a,nd  fiepping  in  betwixt  you  and 
jour contentment.-*«iP— Unhappy  creature!  to  think 
^f  enjoying  that  blefling  without  moderation .!-— <»r 
ipiagine  that  fo  fa<?red  atemi^e  .can  be  raifed  upon 
^^  foundation  of  wealth  or  power  I-^If  the  ground- 
^ork  is  not  laid  within  your  own  mind,  they  will  as 
iwn add  a  cijbit  to  your  ilature,  as. to  your  happi- 
*^'— r-^To  be  convinced  it  is  fo,^    ..  pray  look  up 
^  thofe  who  have  got  as  high   as  their   warmeft 
tiflics  could  cawry  them  in  this  afcent:— -— Do  yo» 
&TVC  they  live  the  better,  ,lhe  longer,  the  merrier, 
r  that  they  fleep  the  founder  in  their  beds,  for 
^^nig  twice  as  much  as  they  wanted,  or  well  know 
^  to  difpofe  of  ?--TrOf  all  rules  for  calculating  hap* 
'^^fa,  this  is  the  mod  deceitfpl,  and  which  few  but 
'c^  minds,  and  thofe  unpradtfed  in  the  world  too, 
^'^t  thipk  of  applying  as  the  meafnre  in  fuch  an  elli<- 
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madon— — *Great  and  inezpreflible  maj  be  the  hap- 
pinefsy  whidi  t  moderate  fortune  and  moderate  de- 
fires,  with  a  confcioufDefs  of  virtue,  will  fecure, 
Hanjr  are  the  filent  pleafures  of  the  honeft  peafaDt, 
who  fifes  cheerful  to  his  labour* — Why  fliould  thej 
not  ?-^-^Look  into  his  houfe,  the  feat  of  each  man's 
happinels ;  has  he  not  the  lame  domeftic  endear- 
ments,—<the  fame  joj  and  comfort  in  his  childrea, 
and  as  flattering  hopes  of  their  doing  well,  to  enliven 
his  hours  and  glad  his  heart,  as  you  could  conceive 
in  the  higheft  ftation  ;  And  I  make  no  doubt  ia 
genera],  but  if  the  true  Itate  of  his  joy  and  fu£fer. 
ings  could  be  fiairly  balanced  with  thofe  of  his  betters, 
whether  any  thing  would  appear  at  the  foot  of  the 
account,  but  what  would  recommend  the  moral  of 
this  difcourfe. — ^This,  I  own,  is  not  to  be  attained 
to,  hy  the  cynical  dale  trick  of  haranguing  againft 
the  goods  of  fortune. — ^Tliey  were  never  intended  to 
be  talked  out  of  the  world  i  but,  as  virtue  and 
true  wiClom  lie  in  the  middle  of  extremes,— —on 
one  hand,  not  to  negle&  and  defpife  riches,  fo  as  to 
forget  ourfelves,'and  on  the  other,  not  to  purfue  and 
love  them  fo  as  to  forget  God  :  to  have  them 
fometimes  in  our  heads — ^but  always  fomething  more 
important  in  our  hearts. 
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Self-Examination . 
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The  ox  knoweth  hit  owner,  and  the  afs  hit  mafter*f  crib ;— * 
Uriel  doth  not  kaow^— my  people  doth  not  coafidcr. 

iiSafevere  but  an  affedionate  reproach  of  the 
prophet's,  laid  againit  the  Ifraelites,  which  maj 
tiftlj  be  applied  to  every  heedlefs  and  unthankful 
people,  who  are  neither  won  bj  God's  merciej,  nor 

terrified  by  his  punifhtnents. There  is  a  giddy, 

thoughtiefe,  intemperate  fpirit  gone  forth  into  the 
world,  which  poffcfles  the  generality  of  mankind  ;— 
2nd  the  reafon  the  world  is  undone,  is,  becaufe  the 

world  does  not  confider: confiders  neither  awful 

regard  to  GoD  nor  the  true  relation  themfelves 
bear  to  him.  Could  they  confider  this,  and  learn  to 
weigh  the  caufes,  and  compare  the  confequences  of 
tblngs,  and  to  exercife  the  reafon  which  God  has 
put  iQto  us  for  the  government  and  diredion  of  our 
lives,— there  would  be  fome  hopes  of  a  reformation: 
but  as  the  world  goes,  there  is  no  leifure  for  fuch 
inquiries ;  and  fo  foil  are  oar  minds  of  other  mat- 
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tftrs,.  that  we  have  no  time  to  ai^  .or. a  heart  to  aij- 
fwcr  the  queftions  we  ought  to  put  to  ourfelves. 

Whatever  gur  condition  is,  'tis  good  to  be  ac- 
jquainted  with  it  in  time,  to  be  able  to  fupply  what  is 
wanting, — and  examine  the  ftate  of  our  accounts, 
before  we  come  to  give  them  up  to  ;in  impartial  judge. 

The  moft  inconfiderate  fee  the  reafonablenefs  of 
this,-r^there  being  few,  I  believe,  either  fo  thought- 
lefs,  or  even  fo  bad,  but  that  -they  fometimes  enter 
upon  this  duty,  and  have  .fome  fliort  iater%'als  of  felf- 
examination,  which  tbey.  ar/&  -.forced  upon,  if  from 
no  other  motive,  yet  at  lea  ft  to  free  themfelves  frpm 
the  load  and  oppreffioo  of  fpirits  they  muft  neceffarilj 
be  fubjeft  to  without  it. But  as  the  fcripture  fre- 
quently intimates-:r-and  obfervation  confirms  it  daily, 
tbat  there  are  many  mi (lak.es  atteAding  the  difcharge 
of  this  d.uty,'— I  cannot  make  the  remainder  of  this 
difcourfe  more  ufeful,  than  ,by  a.jQiDrt  inquiry  intp 
them.  I  ihall  therefore,  firft,  beg  leave  to  remind 
you  of  fome  of  the  many  unhappy  ways,  by  which 
we  often  fet  about  this  irkfome  talk  of  examining 
pur  works,  without  bein^  either  the  better  or  the 
wifer  for  the  employment. 

>!^nd  firft,  then,  let  >is  begin. with  that  which  is  th^ 

foundation  of  altnoft  all  tjie  other  falfe  ineafures  we 

►  take  in  this  raatter,-7~that  is^  the  fetting  about  the 

examination  of  our  works,  before  we  are  prepared 

with  honeft  difpofitions  to  amend  them ^This  is 

beginning  the  .work  at  the  wrong  end.     Thcfe  pre-! 

,vious  difpofitioos  Jn  the  heart,  are  the  wheels  that 

{hould  make  this  work  go  eafily  and  fuccefsfuly  fot 

wards  ;r and  to  tak^p.  them  off,  and  proceed  with- 
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out  them,  'tis  no  miracle,  i^  like  PharaohV  cha- 
riots, they  that  drive  them, drive  them  heaviJy 

along. 

Befidcs,  if  a  man  is  not  fincerdy  inclined  to  re- 
form his  faults, ^'tis  not  likely  he  fliould  be  in- 
clined to  fee  ^them, — nor  will  all  the  Weekly  Pre- 
parations that  ever  were  wrote,  bring  him  nearer  the 
point; — fo  that,  with  how  ferious  a  face  foever  he 
begins  to  examine,         he  no  longer  does  the  office 
of  an  inquirer, — ^but  an  apologift,  whofe  bufinefs  is 
not  to  fearch  for  truth — ^but  Ikilfully  to  hide  it. — So 
long,  therefore,  as  this  pre- engagement  lafts  betwixt 
the  man  and  his  old  habits,-^there  is  little  profpcft 
of  proving  his  works  to  any  good  purpofe — of  what- 
ever kind  they  are,  with  fo  ftrong  an  intereft  and 
power  on  their  fide — ^As  in  other  trials,  Co  in  this, 
'^tis  no  wonder,  if  the  evidence  is  puzzled  and  con- 
ibunded,  and  the  feveral  fads  and  circumilances  fd 
twilled  from  their  natural  fhapes,    and  the  whole 
proof  fo  altered  and  confirmed  on  the  other  fide,— 
^s  to  leave  the  lad  fiate  of  that  man  even  worfe  than 
the  firft. 

A  fecond  unhappy,  though  general  miftake,  in 
this  great  duty  of  proving  our  works, — is  that  which 
the  apoftle  hints  at ;  in  the  doing  it,  not  by  a  direft 
txamioation  of  our  own  adions,  but  from  a  compa- 
Ktive  view  of  them  with  the  lives  and  anions  of 
•ther  men. 
When  a  man  is  going  to  enter  upon  this  work  of 

!clf-examination — there  is  nothing  fo  common,  as  to 
ce  him  look  round  him — ^inftead  of  looking  within 
^bim.— He  looks  round, — finds  out  fome  one  who  is 
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more  malicious^ — fees  another  that  is  more  covetous, 
a  third  that  is  more  proud  and  imperious  than  him- 
felf — and  fo  indiredly  forms  a  judgment  of  himfelf, 
not  from  a  review  of  his  life,  and  a  proving  of  his 
own  works,  as  the  apoftle  direds  him,  but  rather 
from  proving  the  works  of  others,  and  from  their 
infirmities  and  defe£bs  drawing  a  deceitful  conclufion 
in  favour  of  himfelf.— -In  all  competitions  of  this 
kind — one  may  venture  to  fay  there  will  be  ever  fo 
much  of  felf-love  in  a  man,  as  to  draw  a  flattering 
likenefs  of  one  of  the  parties— -and  *tis  well  if  he  has 
not  fo  tnuch  malignity  too,  as  to  give  but  a  coarfe 
pifture  of  the  other,— •finiflaed  with  fo  many  hard 
llrokes,  as  to  make  the  one  as  unlike  its  original  as 
the  other. 

Thus  the  pharifee,  when  he  entered  the  temple, 
*-^-no  fooner  faw  the  publican,  but  that  moment 
he  formed  the  idea  to  himfelf  of  all  the  vices  and 
corruptions  that  could  poffibly  enter  into  the  man's 
charafter^ — and  with  great  dexterity  ilated  all  his 
own  virtues  and  good  qualities  over*againfi  them. 
His  abftinence  and  frequent  fadings, — esaSnefs  in 
the  debts  and  ceremonies  of  the  law;  not  balancing 
the  account  as  he  ought  to  have  done,  in  this  man- 
ner : — What  !  though  this  man  is  a  publican  and  a 
*finner,  have  not  1  my  vices  as  well  as  he  ?  *Tis  true, 
his  particular  office  expofes  him  to  many  temptations 
of  committing  extortion  and  injullice  ; — ^but  then, — 
am  not  I  a  devourer  of  widow's  houfcs,  and  guilty 
'of  one  of  the  moft  cru*el  inftances  of  the  fame  crime  ? 
He  poffibly  is  a  profane  perfcn,  and  may  fet  religion 
at  nought  j  but  do  not  1  myfclf  for  a  pretence  make 
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long  prayers,  and  bring  the  grcateft  of  all  fcandals 
Dpon  r«ligion,  by  making  it  a  cloak  to  my  ambitious 
and  worldly  views  ; — If  he,  laftly,  is  debauched  and 
intemperate,— -am  not  I  confclous  of  as  corrujit 
and  wanton  difpofitions  ;  and  that  a  fair  and  guard- 
ed outfide  is  my  bed  pretence  to  the  oppofite  cha- 
rader  ? 

If  a  man  will  examine  his  works  by  a  comparative 
view  of  them  with  others, — this,  no  doubt,  would 
be  the  fairer  way,  and  lead  likely  to  miilead  him* — 
Bit  as  this  is  feldom  the    method  this  trialis  gone 

through, in  faft  it  generally  turns  out  to  be  as 

treacherous  and  deluHve  to  the  man  himfelf,  as  it  Is 
uncandid  to  the  man  who  is  dragged  into  the  compa- 
rifon  ;  and  whoever  judges  of  himfelf  by  this  rule, 
-^folong  as  there  is  nofcarcity  of  vicious  characters 
in  the  world, — 'tis  to  be  feared  he  will  often  take  the 
octafions  of  triumph  and  rejoicing,— where  in  truth 
lie  ought  to  be  forry  and  afliamed. 

A  third  error  in  the  manner  of  proving  our  works, 
is  what  we  are  guilty  of,  when  we  leave  out  of  the 
calculation  the  only  material  parts  of  them  ;  I 

mean  the  motives  and  flrft  principles  from  whence 
they  proceeded.  There  19  many  a  fair  inilance  of 
gcneroQty,  chaftity,  and  felf-denial,  which  the  world 
may  give  a  man  the  credit  of, — which,  if  he  would 
give  himfelf  the  leifure  to  refledl  upon  and  trace  back 
to  their  firft  fprings,  'he  would  be  confcious  pro- 
ceeded from  fuch  views  and  intentions,  as,  if  known, 
would  not  be  to  his  honov4  . — The  truth  of  this  may 
be  made  evident  by  a  thoufand  inflances  in  life  :-* 
aad  yet  there  is  nothing  more  ufual  than  for  a  man 
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when  he  is  going  upon  this  duty  of  felf-exanainatioii 
— inflead  of  calling  his  own  wajs   to  remembrance, 

to  clofe  the  whole  enquiry  at  once,  with  this  ftiort 
challenge  ; — "  That  he  defies  the  world  to  fay  ill  of 
*'  him^^  If  the  world  has  no  exprefs  evidence,  this 
indeed  may  be  an  argument  of  his  good  luck  ;  but  no 
fatisfaftory  one,  of  the  real  goodnefs  and  innocence 
of  his  life. — A  man  may  be  a  very  bad  man,— and 
yet,  through  caution— —through  deep-laid  policy 
and  defign,  may  fo  guard  all  outward  appearances 
as  never  to  want  this  negative  teftimony  on  his  fide ; 
— that  the  nvorld  knows  no  ill  of  him, -r-hovf  little  fo- 
cver  he  defer ves  it. — ^Of  all  effays  upon  a  man's  felf, 
this  may  be  faid  to  be  the  {flighteft  ;  this  method  of 
proving  the  goodnefs  of  our  works  differing  but 
little  in  kind  from  that  unhappy  one,  which  many 
unwary  people  take  in  proving  the  goodnefs  of  their 
coin, — who,  if  it  happens  to  be  fufpicious, — ^inftead 
,  of  bringing  it  either  to  the  balance  or  the  touchftone, 
to  try  its  worth, — they  ignorantly  go  forth  ;.  try,  if 
they  can  pafs  it  upon  the  world  : — ^if  fo,  all  is  well, 
and  they  are  faved  all  the  expence  and  pains  of  in- 
quiring after  and  detefting  tlic  cheat. 

A  fourth  error  in  this  duty  of  examination  of  men's 
works  is  that  of  committing  the  tafk  to  otbers ; 

— an  error  into  which  thoufands  of  well-meaning 
-  creatures  are  enfnared  in  the  Romifli  church,  by  her 
doftrfnes  of  auricular  confeffion,  of  works  of  fupe- 
rerogation,  and  the  many  lucrative  practices  raifcd 
upon  that  capital  flock  :-^the  trade  of  which  is  car- 
ried  to  fuch  a  height,  in  Popifh  countries,  that  i* 
you  was  at  Rome  or  Naples  now,  and  was  difpoftd, 
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jB'conrpliaiice  with  the  apoflle's  exhortation  in  the 
text,  to  fet  about  this  dutj,  to  prove  your  own  vvorks^ 
—'tis  great  odds  whether  you  would  be  fuflfered  to 
do  it  yourfelfy  without  interruption  ;  and  you  might 
be  faid  to  have  efcaped  well^  if  the  firft  perfon  yott 
coofalted  upon  it^^did  not  talk  you  out  of  your  refo- 
latioOy  and  poflibly  your  fenfes  too  at  the  fame  time. 

^Prove  your  works  I for  Heaven's  fake,  defift' 

from  fo  rafli  an  undertaking tWhat  1 — tnift  your 

own  ikill  and  judgment  in  a  matter  of  fo  nduch  dif-« 

ficulty  and  importance,-! when  there  are  fo  many 

whofe  bufinefs  it  is, who  underftand  it  fo   well, 

and  who  can  do  itfor  you  with  fo  much  fafety  and 
advantage. 

If  your  works  mull  be  proved,  you  would  be  ad* 
Tifed  by  all  means  to  fend  them  to  undergo  this  ope* 
ration  with  fome  one  who  knows  what  he  is  abouty 
cither  fome  expert  and  noted  confeffor  of  the 
church,  ■  or  to  fome  convent,  or  religious  fociety, 
who  are  in  poflcflion  of  a  large  (lock  of  good  works 
o£/air-kinds^wrought  up  by  faints  and  confeflbrs, 
where'you  may  fuit  yourfelf— and  either  get  the  de- 
fcds  of  your'own  fuppii'ed— --^or  be  accommodated 
with  new  ones  ready  proved  to  your  hands,  fealed, 
and  certified  to  be  fo,  by  the  Pope's  commiflary  and 
tlie  notaries  of  his  ccclefiaftic  court.  There  needs 
little  more  to  open  this  fatal  error,— than  barely  to 
reprefent  it.  So  I  fliall  only  add  a  fliort  remark,— 
that  they  who  are  perfuaded  to  be  thus  virtuous  by 
proxy,  and  will  prove  the  goodnefs  of  their  works, 
only  by  deputies, — u'ill  have  no  reafon  to  complain 
3gainll  God's  juilice, if  he  fuffers  them  to  go  to 
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heaven  onlj  in  the  fame  manner^ — that  is,— hy  de- 
puties too. 

The  laft  mi  (lake  which  I  fliall  hare  time  to  men- 
tion, is  that  which  the  methodifts  have  revised,  for 
'tis  no  new  error — but  one  which  has  mifled  thou- 
fands  before  thefc  days,    wherever   enthufiafm  had 

got  footing, — and  that  is the  attempting  to  prove 

their  works  by  that  very  argument  which  is  the 
greatcft  proof  of  their  weaknefs  and  faperftition  :— I 
mean  that  extraordinary  impulfe  and  intercourfe  with 
the  Spirit  of  God  which  they  pretend  to,  and  whofe 
operations  (if  you  truft  them)  arc  fo  fenfibly  felt  ia 
their  hearts  and  fouls,  as  to  render  at  once  all  other 
proofs  of  their  works  necdlefs  to  themfelves^ — ^This, 
I  own,  is  one  of  the  moFft  fummary  waj$  of  pro- 
ceeding in  this  duty  of  feIf«examination,  and  as  it 
proves  a  man's  works,  in  the  grofs,  it  faves  him  a 
world  of  fobcr  thought  and  enquiry  after  many  vexa- 
tious particulars. 

Indeed^  if  the  prcmifes  were  true,— the  inference 
is  direfl.  For  when  a  man  dreams  of  thefc  inward 
workings — and  wakes  with  the  impreffion  of  them 
firong  upon  his  brain  ;  'tis  not  ftrange  he  fliould 
think  hirnfelf  a  chofen  veffel,— fanftified  within,  and 
fealed  up  unto  the  perfedl  day  of  rede^nption,  and 
fo  long  as  ifttch  a  one  is  led  captive  by  this  etrot,— 
there  is  nothing  in  nature  to  induce  him  to  this  duty 
of  examining  his  own  works  in  the  fenfe  of  the  pro- 
phet : for,  however  bad  they  are  .        fo  long  as 

his  credulity  and  enthufiafm  equal  them,  'tis  iropof- 
fible  they  fliould  difturb  his  confcience,  or  frighten 
him  iato  a  rtforma'tion. Thefe  are  fome  of  the 
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iinhappj  miilakes  in  the  manj  methods  this  work  is 
fee  abouty«-.which  in  a  great  meafare  rob  us  of  the 
fruits  we  ejcpeded-«and  foofietimes  fo  entirely  bla<i 
theniy  that  we  are  neither  the  better  or  wifer  for  all 
the  pains  we  have  tak^i. 

There  are  maaj  other  falfe  fteps  which  lead  us  the 
fame  way  ;— bat  the  delineation  of  thefe,  however, 
may  ferve  at  prefent,  not  only  as  fo  many  land-marks 
to  guard  us  from  this  dangerous  coaflL  which  I  have 
defcribed,  but  to  direA  us  likewife  into  that  fafe  one 
where   we    can  only  expeft  the  reward  the  gofpel 
promifes.    For  if,  according  to  the  firit  recited  caufes, 
a  man  fails  in  examining  his  works*  from  a  difincli- 
nation  to  reform  them,-*— from  partiality  of  compari- 
fonSy  ■     from  flattery  to  his  own  motives,  and  a  vain 
dependence    upon    the   opinion  of  the  world,— the 
coQclofion  is  unavoidable, — that  he  mtiil  fearch  for 
file  qualities  the  moft  oppoiice  to  thefe  for  his  con« 
dudors. — And  if  he  hopes  to  difcharge  this  work  fo 
as  to  have  advantage  from  it — that  he  muil  fet  out 
upon  the  principles  of  an  honeil  head,  willing  to  re- 
form itfelf,  and  attached  principally  to  that  obje^, 
without  regard  to  the  fpiritual  condition  of  others, 
or  the  mifguided  opinions  which  the  world  may  have 
of  himfelf. 

That,  for  this  end — he  muft  call  his  own  ways  to 
remembrance,  and  fearch  out  his  fpirit ; — fearch  his 
aftlons  with  thie  fame  critical  exaAnefs  and  the  fame 
piercing  curioiity,  we  are  wont  to  fit  in  judgment 
upon  others  ;■■  varniftiing  nothing — and  diguifing 
nothing.  If  he  proceeds  thus,  and  in  every  relation 
oflife  takes  a  full  view  of  himfelf  without  prejudice 
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traces  his   aftions  to  their  prineiplcs  without 


mercy,  and  looks  intg  the  dark  corners  and  receffes- 
of  his  heart  without  fear — and  if,  upon  fuch  an  in- 
quiry— he  afts  confiflent  with  his  view  in  it,  hj  re- 
forming his  errors,  feparating  the  drofs,  and  purifying 
the  whole^mafs  with  repentante  ; — this  will  bid  fair 
for  examining  a  man's  works  in  the  apoftlc*s  fenfe : 
— and  whoever  difcharges  the  duty  thus— with  a 
view  to  fcripture,  which  is  the  rule  in  this  cafe  ■  - 
and  to  reafon,  which  is  the  applier  of  this  rule  in  all 

cafes need  not  fear  but  he  will  have  what  the 

prophet  calls  rejoicing  in  himfelf^  ;sind  that  he  will  lay 
the  foundation  of  his  peace  and  comfort  where  it 
ought  to  lie — that  Is,  within  himfelf — in  the  tcftimo- 
ny  of  a  good  confcience,  and  the  joyful  expe^ation, 
that,  having  done  his  utmoft  to  examine  his  oua 
works  here,  God  will  accept  them  hereafter  througli 
the  merits  of  Chrift ;  which  God  grant.     Amea 
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Job's  Expoflulation  with  his  Wife. 


JOB  II.  10. 

What  '—Shan  \vc  receive  good  at  the  hand  of  God,  and  fliall  we 

not  receive  evil  alfo  ? 

Ihese  are  the  words  of  Job,  uttered  in  the  depth 
tUiis  misfortunes,  by  way  of  reproof  to  his  wife,  for 
i'»ecounfel  we  find  flie  had  given  him  in  the  fore- 
going verfe  j  namelj,  not  to  retain  his  integrity  anj 
icnger, — but  to  cur/e  God  and  die.  Though  it  is  not 
^«^7  evident,    what  was  particularly  meant  and  im-^ 

Hed  in  the    words "  Gmfe  GoD  and  die," 

}et  it  is  certain  froni  Job's  reply  to  them,  that  they 
feded  him  to  fome  ftep,  which  was  rafli  and  un- 
warrantable, and  probably,  as  it  is  generally  explainec', 
aieaat  that  he  fliould  openly  call  God's,  j  uftice  to  an 
account :  and  by  a  blafphemous  accufation  of  it,  pro- 
voke God  to  deftroy  his  being  j  as  if  (he  had  faid, — 
After  fo  many  fad  things  which  have  befallen  thee, 
ootwithftanding  thy  integrity,  what  gaineft  thou  by 
ferving  God,  feeing  he  bears  thus  hard  upon  thee, 
as  though  thou  waft  his  enemy  ? — —Ought  fo  faith- 
^ttl  a  fervant  as  thou  baft  been,  to  receive  fo  muck 
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unkind  treatment  at  his  hands  ; — and  tamely  to  Cub- 
znit  to  it  ? — ^patiently  to  fuftain  the  evils  he  has 
brought  upon  thy  houfe,  and  neither  murmur  with 
thy  lips,  nor  charge  him  with  injuftice? — Bear  it  not 

thus  ; and  as  thy  piety  could  tot  at  firft  proteft 

thee  from  fuch  misfortunes,— nor  thy  behaviour  un- 
der them  could  fince  move  GoB  to  take  pity  on  thee  ; 
— change  thy  condu6t  towards  him  ; — boldly  expof- 
tnlate  with  him ;— upbraid  him  openly  with  un- 
kindnefs  ; — call  his  jullice  and  providence  to  an  ac- 
count for  oppreiling  thee  in  fo  undeferved  a  manner, 
and  get  that  benefit  by  provoking  him,  which  thou 
haft  not  been  able  to  obtain  by  ferving  him-— to  die 
at  once  by  his  hands,  and  be  freed,  at  leaft^  from  the 
greater  mifery  of  a  lingering  and  more  tormenting 
death. 

On  the  other  hand,  fom^  interpreters  tell  us 

that  the  word  curje,  in  the  original,  is  equivocal,  and 
does  more  literally  fignify  here,  to  blefs,  than  to  blaf- 
'pheme  ;  and  confequcntly  that  the  whole  is  rather  to 

be  confidered  as  a  farcaftical  fcofF  at  Job's  piety 

As  if  it  had  been  (aid  ; — Go  to,— blefs  GoD, — ^and 
die  ; — ^fincc  thou  art  fo  ready  to  praife  him  in  troubles 
BS  thou  haft  done,  go  on  in  thy  own  way,  and  fee 
how  God  will  reward  thee,  by  a  miferable  death 
which  thcu  canft  not  avoid, 

V/ithout  difputing  the  merit  of  thefe  two  interpre- 
tations, it  may  not  fecm  an  improbable  conjedure, 
that  the  words  imply  fomething  ftill  different  from 

what  IS  expreffed  in  either  of  them  : and,  inflead 

of  fuppofing  them  as  an  incitement  to  blafphcnae 
GoP        which  was  madnefs — ot  that  they  were  in- 
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tended  as  an  infult,  which  was  unnatural ;— -that  her 
adWce,  to  corfe  God  and  die,  was  meant  here^  that 
he  fhould  refolve  upon  a  voluntary  death  himfelf, 
which  was  an  ad  not  onlj  in  his  own  power,  but 
whst  carried  feme  appearance  of  a  remedy  with  it^ 
tad  promifed,  at  lead  at  firft  fight,  fome  refpite  from 
piin,  as  it  would  put  an  end  both  to  his  life  and  his 
fflisfortanes  together. 

Que  may  fuppofe  that  with  all  the  concern  and 

tSfftion  which  was  natural,  (he  beheld  her  lord  a£. 

filled  both  with  poverty  and  ficknefs  ; — ^by  one  fud- 

den  blow  brought  down  from  his  palace  to  the  dung- 

hill.»>.     In  one  mournful  day  flie  faw,  that  not  only 

ihe  fortunes  of  his  houfe  were  blafted,  but  like  wife 

the  hopes  of  his  pofterity  cut  off  for  ever  by  the  un- 

^ely  lofs  of  his  children. — She  knew  he  was  a  vir- 

tttoas  and   an  upright  man,  and  defer ved  a  better 

fete ;— her  heart  bled  the  more  for  him, — (he  faw 

the  profpeft  before  him  was  dreadful, ^that  there 

appeared  no  pofiible  means^  which  could  retrieve  the 
fad  fituation  of  his  affairs  ^ — that  death,  the  laft— - 
the  fureft  friend  to  the  unfortunate,  could  only  fet 
him  free  ; — and  that  it  w^as  better  to  refolve  upon 
that  at  once,  than  vainly  endeavour  to  wade  through 
fuch  a  fea  of  troubles,  which  in  the  end  would  over- 
^^helm  him.  We  may  fuppofe  her  fpirits  finking 
tiTider  thofe  apprehenfions,  when  Ihe  began  to  look 
TJpon  his  conftancy  as  a  fruitlefs  virtue,  and  from 
that  perfuafion  to  have  faid  unto  him, — Gurfe  God, 
— ^pcttd  no  longer  upon  him,  nor  wait  the  iflbes  of 
h\i  providence,  which  has  already  forfaken  thee  : — 

as  there  is  no  help  from  that  quarter, — refolve  to 


eattrlcatc  thjfelf  j— and  fincc  thou  haft  met  wkK  no 
jullice  In  tliis  worlds— .leave  it, — die,  and  force 
thy  pa{ri<;e  into  a  b(?tter  country,  where  misibritane^ 
cannot  follow  thee^ 

Whether  thi«  paraphrafe  upon  the  words  is  juSy. 
or  the  former  interpretations  be  admitted — the  reply 
in  the  text  is  equally  proper  ;-^What  !--^Shall  we 
receive  good  at  the  hands  of  Goo,  and  fhall  we  not 
receive  evil  alfo  1  Are  not  both  alike  the  difpenfadons 
of  an  ali-wife  and  good  Being,  who  knows  and  de« 
termines  what  is  heft  /  and  wherefore  ikould  I  make 
myfelf  the  judge,  to  receive  the  one,  and  yet  be  fo 
partial  as  to  reje^k  the  other,. when,  by  fair  by  putting 
both  into  the  fcale,  I  may  be  convinced  how  much 
the  good  outweighs  the  evil  in  all  cafes  ?— -in  my  own 
confider  how  ftrong  this- argument  is  againft  me. 

In  the  beginning  of  my  days,  how  did  Ood  crown 
me  with  honour  !  in  how  remarkable  a  manner  did 
his  providence  fet  a  hedge  about  me,  and  about  all 
that  I  had  on  every  jQde ! — how  he  profpered  the 
works  of  my  hands,,  fo  that  ouc  fubflance  and  happi* 
nefs  increafed  every  day  I 

And  now,  when,,  for  reafons  bed  known  to  his  in- 
finite wifdom,  he  has  thought  fit  to  try  me  with  af« 
fiiftions,: — ihall  I  rebel  againft  him  in  finning  with 
T£ij  lips,  and  charging,  him  foolifhly  ?— God  forbid  I 
0  rather  may  I  look  up  towards  that  hand 
which  has  bruifed  me,— -for  he  noaketh  fore  and  he 
bindeth  up.  he  woundeth,  and  his  hands  make 
whole.  From  his  bounty  only  l^as  ifiued  all  I  bad  ^ 
from  his  wifdom*— all  I  have  loft  ;  for  he  givetbi^and 
he  hath  taken  away ;  blefled  be  bis  name  i. 


SERMQiN  XV.  1^ 

TBere  are  £ew  inftances  of  particular  virtue  more 
eRgagiDg  than  thofe  of  this  heroic  caft  f  and  if  w« 
maj  take  the  teftimony  af  a  heathen  philofophes 
ii|)on  it,  there  is  not  an  objed  in  this. world  which- 
God  can  be  fiippofed  to  look  down  upon  with  greater 
pleafure,  than  that  of  a  good  roan  involved  in  mis-' 
ibftuneSy  furrounded  on  ail  fides  with  diiHculties— — 
jet  cbeerfuUj  bearing  up  his  head,  and  ftruggling- 
againft  them  with  firmnefs  and  conftancj  of  mind»> 
—-Certainly,,  to  our  ccMiceptions,  fuch  objedls  mud 
be  truly  engaging  : — and  the  reafon  of  fo  exalted  an 
encomium  from  this  hand,  is  eafily  to  be  guefTcd  ; 
no  doubt  the  wifeft  of  the  heathen  philofophers  had 
found,  fr<mi  obfervation  upon  the  li£s  of  man,  that 
the  many  troubles  and  infirmities  of  his  nature, 
the  iicknefles,  difappointments,  forrows  for  the  lofs 
of  children  or  property,  with  the  numberlefs  other 
calamities  and  crofs  accidents  to  which  the  life  of 
man  i»  fubjeft,.  were  in  themfelves  fo  great — and  fo 
Hitle  folid  comfort  to  be  adminiflered  from  the  mere 
sefinements  of  philofophy  in  fuch  emergencies,  that 
there  was  no  virtue  which  required  greater  efforts,  or 
i7hich  was  found  fo  difficult  to  be  atchieved  upon 
moral  principles  -,  upon  moral  principles — which  had 
HO  foundation  to  iuAain  this  great  weight,,  which  the 
infirmities  of  our  natures  laid  upon  it.  And  for  this 
i^eafon  'tis  obfervable  that  there  is  no  fubjed,  upon 
which,  the  moral  writers  of  antiquity  have  exhaufted 
io  much  of  their  eloquence,.or  where  they  have  fpent 
inch  time  and  pains^  as  in  this  of  endeavouring  to- 
reconcile  men  to  thefe  evils.  lofomuch,  that  from* 
Xkence^  in  mofi  modern  languages,  the  patien;  ^^^ 
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during  of  affllAton  has  bj  degrees. obtained  the 
name  of  Pbilofophy^  and  almoft  monopolized  the 
word  to  itfelfy  as  if  it  was  the  chief  end  or  compen- 
dium of  all  the  wifdom  which  philofophy  had  to  offer« 
And  indeed,  confidering  what  lights  they  had,  ibme 
of  them  wrote  extremely  well  ;  yet,  as  what  they 
faid  proceeded  more  from  the  head  than  the  heatt, 
^twas  generally  more  calculated  to  filence  a  man  io 
his  tronbles,  than  to  convince  and  teach  him  how  to 
bear  them.  And  therefore,  however  fubtle  and  in* 
genious  their  arguments  might  appear  in  the  r^- 
ing,  'tis  to  be  feared  they  loll  much  of  their  efficacy 
when  tried  in  the  application.  If  a  man  was  thruft 
back  in  the  world  by  difappointments,  oi'.-«-as  was 

Job's  cafe had  fufiered  a  fildden  change  in  bis 

fortune,— from  an  affluent  condition  was  brought 
do^n  by  a  train  of  cruel  incidents  and  pinched  with 
poverty— philofophy  would  come  in,  and  exhort 
him  to  Hand  his  ground  ; — it  would  tell  him  that 
the  fame  greatnefs  and  ftrength  of  miod,  which 
enabled  him  to  behave  well  in  the  day  of  his  pro* 
fperity,  {hould  equally  enable  him  to  behave  well  ifl 
the  days  of  his  advrei^ty  ;.^that  it  was -the  property 
of  only  weak  and  bafe  fpirits,  who  frere  infblent  in 
the  one,  to  be  dejefted  and  overthrown  by  the 
other  ;  whereas  great  and  generous  fouls  were  at  aU 
times  calm  and  equal.— As  they  enjoyed  the  advan- 
tages of  life  with  indifference,-*— they  were  able 
to  refign  them  with  the  fame  temper,— and  emit' 
quently,— — were  out  of  the  reach  of  fortune.  All 
which,  however  fine,  and  hkely  to  fatisfy  the  fancy 
of  a  man  at  eafe,  could  convey  but  little  oon|bbtioo 
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'0  a  heart  already  pierced  with  forrow  ;— nor  is  it  to 
be  conceived  how  an  usfortBiiate  creature  Ihoald  any 
anore  receive  relief  from  fuch  a  leAure,  however  juft, 
than  a  man,  racked  with  an  acute  fit  of  the  goot  or 
flone,  could  be  fuppofed  to  be  fet  free  from  torture 
^y  hearing  from  his  phjfician  a  nice  differtation  upon 
his  cafe.  The  philofophic  coofolations  in  ikknefs,  * 
or  ia  afflidions  for  the  death  of  friends  and  kin« 
dredy  were  juft  as  efficacious  ;— -and  were  rather  in 
general  to  be  coniidered  as  good  fajings,  than  good 

remedies. So  that,  if  a  man  was  bereaved  of  a 

promifing  child,  in  whom  all  his  hopes  and  expec- 
tations centered,  or  a  wife  was  left  deftitnte  to 
noura  the  lofs  and  protection  of  a  kind  and  tender 
hdband,  Seneca  or  Epiftetus  would  tell  the  penfive 
patent  and  difconfolato  widow,-— that  tears  and  la« 
'^^^tton  for  the  dead  were  fruitlefs  and  abfurd  ! 
"^t  to  die,  was  the  necefikrj  and  unavoidable 
<^ebt  of  nature  ;  and  as  it  could  admit  of  no  re« 
^y— 'twas  impious  and  foolij(fa  to  grieve  and 
fret  tliemfelves  upon  it.  Upon  fuch  fage  counfel, 
^  wtU  as  many  other  Icflbns  of  the  fame  (lamp,  the 
&me  refiedion  might  be  applied,  which  is  faid  ta 
nave  been  made  by  one  of  the  Roman  emperors,  to 
one  who  adminiftered  the  fame  confolations  to  him 
^n  a  like  occaiion,.-^to  whom  advifing  him  to  be 
comforted  and  make  himfelf  eafy,  fince  the  event 
»^  been  brought  about  by  a  fatality,  and  coold  not 
l«belped,_he  replied,—**  That  this  was  fo  fas 
from  iefiening  his  trouble,— That  it  was  the  very 
'  circomftance  which  occafioned  it.*'— —So  that, 
^po»  the  whole— when  the  true  value  of  theie,  and 
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«aaj  mote  of  their  current  arguments  have  'been 
weighed  and  brought  to  the  te&, — one  is  led  to 
doubt,  whether  the  greateft  part  of  their  heroes,  the 
moft  renowned  for  conflancj,  were  not  much  mors 
indebted  to  good  nerves  and  fpirits,  or  the  natural 
happy  frame  of  their  tempers,  for  behaving  weU, 
than  to  any  extraordinary  helpi,  which  they  could 
be  fuppafed  to  receive  ftem  theii  inftruQors.  And 
therefore  I-fliould  make  no  fcrupk  to  affert,  that 
one  fudi  inltancs  of  patience  and  refigoation  as 
this,  which  the  fcriplBre  gives  us  in  the  perfon  of 
Job,  not  of  one  moll  poinpoufly  declaiming  upoa 
the  Gonteiupt  of  pain- and  poverty,' but  of  a  roan 
funk  in  the  lowed  condition  of  humaniiy  ;_to  be- 
hold him,  when  flripped  of  his  eflate, — his  wealth, 
his  friends,  his  children—cheerfully  holding  up. 
his  head,  and  entertaining  his  hard  fortune  wicli 
Srmnefsand  ferenity, — and  this,  not  from  a  lloical 
flupidity,  but  a  juil  fcnfe  of  Goo 'a  providence,  ani 
3.  perfualion  of  bis.  juHice  and  goodnefs  In  all  his 
dealings  Such  an  example,  I  fay,  as  this,  is  of' 

siore  univetfal  ufe,  fpeaks  truer  to  the  Jicart,  than 
all  the  heroic  precepts  wbicb  the  pedantry  of  pUilo- 
:o  offer. 

Is  me  to  the  peiot  I  aim  at  iu  this  dif- 
mely,  that  there  are  no  principles  bot 
'igic»i,  xo  be  depended  oa- in  cafes  of  real 
id  that  thefe  are  able  to  encounter  the 
genciesi  and  to  bear  us  up  under  all 
s  and  chances  to  which  our  life  is  fub- 

theuwhat  virtue  the  very  firft  principle 
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•f  religion  has^  and  how  wonderfully  it  is  condncive 
to  this  end.  That  there  is  a  God,  a  powerful,  a 
wife  and  good  Being,  who  firft  made  the  world,  and 
continues  to  govern  it ;— -by  whofe  goodnels  aU 
things  are  defigned, — and  by  whofe  providence  all 
things  are  conduded,  to  bring  about  the  grcateft 
2nd  bed  ends.  The  forrowful  and  pcnfivc  wretch  , 
that  was  giving  way  to  his  mi&fbrtunes,  and  mourn- 
fiilly  finking  under  them  ;  the  moment  this  dofirine 
comes  in  to  his  aid,  hu&es  all  his  complaints, — and 
thus  fpeaks  comfort  to  his  foul;^— "  it  is  the 
**  Lord,  let  him  do  what  feemeth  him  good  ; — 
**  without  his  dire^on  I  know  that  no  evil  can  be- 
"  fal  me, — without  his  permiffion  that  no  power 
*^  can  hurt  me  It  i&  impoffible  a  Being  fo  wife 
"  Ihould    midake  my  happinefs,  -or    that  a 

*'  Being    fo    good  Ihould  contradid  it.     If  he  has 
•*  denied  me  riches  or  other  advantages  ■  per«>- 

haps  he  fbrefees  the  gratifying  my  wiflbes  would 
undo  me,  and  by  my  own  abufe  of  them  be  per- 
verted to  my  ruin.  If  he  has  denied*  me  the 
requeft  of  children,— or  m  his  providence  had 
thought'  fit  to  take  them  from  me  how  can  I 
fay~ whether  he  has  not  dealt  kindly  with  me, 
and  only  taken  that  away  which  he  fbrefaw  would 
^  embitter  and  (horten  my  days }  It  does  fo  to 
"  thoufands,  where  the  difobedience  of  a  thanklefs 
**  child'  has  brought  down  the  parent'*B  grey  haliS 
"  with  forrow  to  the  grave.  Has  he  vifited  me 
**  with  ficknefs,  poverty,  or  other  difappointments  ?i 
*^  **Can  I  fay,  bnt  thcfe  are  bleflings  in  difguifc  i 
fo  Qlany  di&reptexpreiliQns  of  his.  care  and 
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**  concern  to  dtfeotangle  my  thoughts  from  this 
''  world,  and  fix  them  upon  another — ^another,   a 

"better  world    befides    this  !" ^This    thought 

opens  a  new  fcene  of  hope  and  confolation  to  the 
unfortunate  r-^and  as  the  perfuafion  of  a  Providence 
reconciles  him  to  the  evils  he  has  fuSsred, — this 
profped  of  a  future  HEe  gives  him  ftrength  to  de« 
fpife  thenoy  and  efteem  the  light  afflidions  of  this 
life  as  thej  are«— not  ^vorthy  to  be  compared  to 
what  is  referved  for  him  hereafter. 

Things  are  ^reat  or  fmall  by  comparifon— »and 
be  who  looks  no  farther  than  this  world,  and  ba« 
lances  the  accounts  of  his  joys  and  fufferings  from 
that  coofideration,  finds  all  his  ibrrows  enlarged, 
and  at  the  dbis  of  them  will  be  apt  to  look  back, 
and  caft  the  lame  fad  refleftion   upon  the   whole^ 

which    ihe    patriarch   did   to  Pharaoh,. **  Xfiat 

^*  few  and  evil  had  been  the  days  of  his  pilgrim. 
**  age/'  But  let  him  lift  up  his  eyes  towards 
heaven,  and  fledfa&ly  behold  the  life  of  inamorta- 
lity  of  a  future  itate,  .  he  then  wipes  away  all  tears 
from  off  his  eyes  for  ever  and  ever ;-— like  the  ex- 
iled captive,  big  with  the  hopes  that  he  is  returning 
home  he  feels  not  the  weight  of  his  chains^  or 
counts  the  days  of  his  captivity  ;  but  looks  forward 
with  rapture  towards  the  country  where  his  heart  is 
fled  before. 

TheCe  are  the  aids  which  religion  offers  us  towards 
the  regulating  of  our  fpirit  under  the  evils  of  life;— - 
bur,  like  great  cordials,  they  are  feldom  ufed  but  on 
great  occurrences. — la  thelei&r  evils  of  life  we  €ccm 
to  ftand.  unguarded,  and  our  peace  and  contentnaent  i 
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ire  ofertbrown,  and  our  happinefs  broke  in  npoa 
bj  a  little  impatience  of  fpirit,  under  the  crofs  and 
Qatoward  accidents  we  meet  with.-— Thcfe  ftand  un« 
provided  for,  and  we  negkA  them  as  we  do  the 
ilighter  indifpofitions  of  the  body — which  we  tbiak 
Dot  worth  treating  ierioufly — and  £b  ItaTO  them  to 
natore.   In  good  habits  of  the  bodj,  this  may  do;«-* 
and  I  would  gladly  believe,  there  are  fuch  good  ha. 
bks  of  the  ti&mpcr,  fuch  a  complexional  eafe  and 
healdi  of  hearty  as  may  often  fave  the  patient  much 
medidoe. — We  are  ftill  to  coofider         that  how* 
ever  6ich  good  frames  of  miad  are  got — ^they  are 
wordi  pfeferving  by  all  rules  :— J^ataence  and  con- 
teotment, — ^which,  like  the  treafure  hid  in  the  field, 
for  which  a  man  fold  all  he  had  to  purcha£eu— is  of 
t^at  price  that  it  cannot  be  had  at  too  great  a  pur* 
ch2&.fificey  without  it,  the  bieft  condition  in  life 
canaot  make  us  happy,-- >and    with   it,  it  is  im« 
poffiUe  we  (hould  be  miferable  even  in  the  worfl-. 
— ^ivc  me  leave  therefore  to  clofe  this  difcourfe 
with  fome  refledtons  upon  the  fubjed  of  a  content* 
^  mind — ^and  the  duty  in  man  of  regulating  his 
Spirit,  in  our  way  through  Hfe ; — a  fubjcft  in  every 
^yh  mouth— preached  upon  daily  to  our  friends 
>Qd  kindred — ^bot  too  oft  in  fuch  a  flyle,  as  to  con« 
^cc  the  party  leAured,  only  of  this  truth,— —That 
we  bear  the  misfortunes  of  others  with  excellent 
tranquillity. 

I  believe  there  are  thoufands  fo  extravagant  in 
their  ideas  of  contentment,  as  to  imagine  that  it 
wuft  confift  in  having  every  thing  in  this  world 
turn  ont  the  way  ibcy  wiflii — that  they  are  to  fit 
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down  in  hftppincfe,  and  find  tbemfelves  fo  at  eafc  m 
all  points^  as  to  define  nothing  Utter  and  .nothing 
more.  I  awn  there  .are  inftan«es  of  fome,  who 
fecm  to  pafs  thtongh  the  world  as  if  all  their  paths 
bad  been  ftrewcd  with,rofc-buds  of  delight  5 


bnt  a  little  experience  will  convince  us  ?tis  a  fatal 

peftation  to  go  upon ^Wc  are  bom  to  tziouble.; 

and  we  may  depend  upon  it,  whilft  we  live  -in  thk 
jwrorW,  we  (hall  have  it,  though  with  intermiffions-^ 
that  is,  in  whatever  ftate  we  are,  we  (hall  find  a 
mixture  of  |;ood  and  c vfl ;  and  therefore,  the  true 
iwav  to  contentmept,  is  to  know  how  to  receive  thefe 
certain  viciffitudes.  of  lif<s, — Pr-the  returns  of  good 
and  eyil,  fo  as  weither.jto  be  exalt^  by  the  one,  or 
overthrown  <  by  tbs  other,  but  to  bear  ourfelves  to- 
:wards  every  thing  which  happens^with  fuch  eafe  and 
indiflference  of  mind,  as.  to  hs^tard  as  little  as  may  be. 
Xhis  is  the  true  temperate  climate  fitted  for  us  by 
nature,  and  in  which  every  wife  man  would  wilh  to 

live. ^GoD  knows,  we  are  perpetually  ftray ing  out 

of  it,  and,  by  giving  wings  to  our  imaginations  in 
the  tranfports  we  dream  of^  from  foch  or  fuch  a 
fituation  in  life,  we  are  carried  away  alternately  into 
all  the  .extremes  of  hot  and  cold  ;  for  which,  as  we 
are  neither  fitted, by  nature,  or.  prepared  by  expec- 
tation, we  feel  them  with  all  their  violence,  and 
with  all  their  danger  too. 

God,  for  wife  reafons,  has  made  our  affairs  in 
this  world  almoft  as  fickle  and  capricious  as  our- 
felres  Pain  and  pleafure,  like  light  and  darknefs, 
fucceed  each  other  ;  and  he  that  knows  how  to  ac. 
commodate  himfelf   to  the  periodical  returns,   and 
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can  wifel/  eztrad  tbe  good  from  the  eviLJkxiows 
only  how  to  live  ; — ^this  is  true  contentment^  at  leaft 
ail  that  is  to  be  had  of  it  in  this  world  :  and  for  thjs 
every  man  muft  i>e  indebted,  not  to  his  fortune, 
bat  to  himfelf.  ■  And  indeed  it  would  have  been 
ftraoge,  if  a  jdlty  fo  becoming  us  as  dependent  crea- 
tures—and fo  neceflary  befides  to  ..all  our  well- 
beingSy  had  been  placed  out  of  the  reach  of  any  in 
fome  meafure  to  put  in  pradice-'-and  for  this  rea- 
Con,  there  is  fcarce  any  lot  fo  low,  but  there  is  fome- 
tbing  in  it  to  fatisfy  the  man  whoni  it  has  befallen  ; 
Provdience  haviogfo  ordered  things,  that  in  every 
ni»n's  cup,  how  bitter  foevcr,  there  are  fome  cor- 
ral drops— -—fome  good  circumftances,  which,  if 
rifely  extraded,  are  fufficieut  for  the,  pucpofe  he 
visits  them, — that  is,  to  make  him  contented,  and 
-if  not  happy,  at  leaft  refigned.  May  GoD  bleljs 
illmth  his  Spirit,  for  the  fake  of  Jefus   ChrillJ 
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f 

The  Charader  of  Shimei. 


%  SAUVKLxix.  %u  ift  Part, 
fiut  AbKhal  faid,  Shall  not  Shimei  be  put  to  death  for  this  ?— 

—It  has  not  a  good  afpcft— This  is  the  fecond 


time  Abi/bai  has  propofed  Shimefs  deftruAion  ;  once 
in  the  1 6th  chapter,  on  a  fttdden  tranfport  of  indig^ 
nation,  when  Shimei  curfed  David,——*'  Whyjhauli 
**  this  dead  dog^  cried  Ablfliaiy  curfe  my  lord  the  king  ^ 
"  Let  me  go  over,  I  fray  thee,  and  cut  off' his  head,''^ 
This  had  fomething  at  leaft  of  gallantry  in  it ; 
for  in  doing  it  he  hazarded  his  own ;  and  befides, 
the  offender  was  not  otherwife  to  be  come  at :  the 
fecond  time  is  in  the  text,  when  the  offender  was 
abfolutely  in  their  pow^r — when  the  blood  was  cool ; 
and  the  fuppliant  was  holding,  up  his  han<Js  for  mercj. 
— Shall  not  Shimei,  anfwered  Abifhai,  be  put  to 
death  for  this  ?  So  unrelenting  a  piirfuit  looks  U(s 
like  juftice  than  revenge,  which  is  fo  cowardly  a 
paffion,  that  it  renders  Abifhai's  firll  inilance  almoft 
inconfiftent  with  the  fecond.  I  fhall  not  endeavour 
to  reconcile  them ;  but  confine  the  difcourfe  fimply 


to  SUm^i  i  «fid  make  f^ch  refleAioof  upon  his  cha* 
rafter  «5  mttj  he  ot  ufc  to  fockty, 

Upoa  t!|e  o^ws  of  his  fon  Abfalom's  confpKtcy, 
David  had  fled  irom  Jerufalexa,  atid  from  bis  owa 
houfe,  for  {aktj  :  the  reprefentiitioii  given  of  the 
minucr  of  it,  is  truly  tffefting :-— never  was  a  fcene 
of  ibrrow  fo  i'uU  of  4idref$  1 

The-kiog  fled  with  all  bis  houfebold  to  f  ave  him« 
felf  from  the  fword  of  the  man  he  loved :  he  fled 
■with  all  the  aaan-ks  of  humWe  forrow— — -**  with  his 
^*  had  covered^  undiartfoot  P^  and  as  he  weut  by  the 
afcent  of  Moant  Oiivet",  the  facred  htftoriui  fays,  he 
wept^.  ,  rfopae  gladfoaie  foen^  perhap€^  which 
there  had  pa(Pc«^fo^ie  boiit3  of  £eftivity  he  had 
bared  4vith  Abfalom  in  better  day s»  prefled  tepderr 
^yupoQ  nature'*— he  wept  at  this  fad  viciiEtudeof 
thiiiffl ;  ■  ■  and  all  the  pe<^e. that  were  with, him, 
finitttn  with  his  ^i&ion,  covered  e4t4;i  man  bii  Jkead 
^^ipitig  us  b^  MWtf  up- 

It  was  on  this  occafion,  when  D^vid  had  gtA  to 
Baharim,  that  Shemei  the  fon  of  Grera,  as  we  read 
in  the  5th  vcrfe,  came  out— Was  it  with  the 
choicefi  oils  be  could  getber  Uom  Mount  Olivet,  to 
pour  into  his  wouuds  ?  .  .Tinaes  and  troubles  had 
cot  done  enough ;  and  thou  cgoneft  out,  Shemei,  tp 
3dd  thy  port ieu- >■■>!* 

''  And  as^^  came^^  he  00^dj)£fvid,  and  iirew^o^es, 
*^  and  cdfidt§fiatHm:  9nd  thus /aid  Shmei^  when  be 
*'  curfid.;  Go  ta,  thou  fftfln  of  Betialr^thouhqftfottgkt 
^  llood^  andhehold  thQU  zvt  caught  m  thy  own  nU/ckie/^ 
'^  for  now  bath  die  Lord  reamed  upon  tbee  aU  itit 
<'  blood  ofSmlaud  hi^  boufe^ 
Vol.  V.  I 
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There  is  no  fmall  degree  of  malicious  craft  in  fix- 
ing upon  a  feafon  to  give  a^nark  of  enmity  and  ill- 
will  :  a  word| — a  look,  which  at  one  time  would 
make  no  impreffion—- at  another  time  wounds  the 
heart :  and^  like  a  (haft  flying  with  the  wind,  pierces 
deepy  which)  with  its  own  natural  force,  would 
fcarce  have  reached  the  bbjed  aimed  at. 

This  feemed  to  have  been  Shimei's  hopes:  but 
cxcefs  of  malice  makes  men  too  quick- lighted  even 
for  their  own  purpofe.  Gould  'Shimei  pofliblj 
have  waited  for  the  ebb  of  David's  paffions,  and 
till  the  firft  great  conflict  within  him  had  been  over 
—then  the  reproach  of  being  guilty  of  Saul's  blood 
xnnil  have  hurt  him:— his  heart  was  polTefled  with 
other  feelings— —it  bled  for  the  deadly  (ling  which 
Abfalom  had  given  him — he  felt  not  the  indignity 
of  aftranger— — "  Beboid,  my  fan  Abfalom^  who  came 
**  out  of  my  bowelSf  feeketb  my  life — how  much  more 
"  may  Shimei  do  it  /■  let  him  alone :  it  may  be  tht 
*'  Lord  may  look  upon  my  affh^ion^  and  requite  megooi 
**  for  this  evil.^ 

An  injury  unanfwered,  in  courfe  grows  weary  of 
itfeify  and  dies  away  in  a  voluntary  remorfe. 

In  bad  difpofitions  capable  of  no  reftraint  but  fear 
\.^it  has  a  different  efieft }  the  iilent  digellion  of  one 
wrong  provokes  a  fecond.-r^He  purfues  him  with  the 
fame  invedlive  ;  and  as  David  and  bii  men  went  by  the 
way^  Shimei  went  along  the  billys  fide  over'-^gainjl 
hitn  ;  and  curfed  as  be  went,  and  cafl  duft  at  him. 
\  The  ii^olence  of  bafe  minds  in  fuccefs,  is  bound- 
lefs;  and  would  fcarce  admit  of  a  comparifoSi  did 
not  they  theinfelves  fumiih  us  with  one  in  the  dc- 
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grees  of  their  abjeAion  when  evil  returns  upon  them. 

—The  fame  poor  heart  which  excites  ungenerous 

tempers  to  triumph  over  a  fallen  adverfarj,  in  fome 

iofiances    feems  to  exalt  them  above  the  point  of 

coarage,  (inks  them  in  others  even  below  cowardice. 

—Not  unlike  fome  little  particles  of  matter  ftruck 

oS  from  the  furface  of  the  dirt  by  funfhjne— dance 

and  fport  there  whilft'it  lafts, — ^but  the  moment  'tis 

withdrawn — they  fall  down — for  duft  they  are — ^and 

unto  duft  they   will  return;*        whilft  firmer  and 

lirger  bodies  preferve  the  ftations  which  nature  has 

^goed  them,  fubjeded  to  laws  which  no.  change 

of  weather  can  alter. 

Thb  laft  did  not  feem  to  be  Shimei's  cafe  ;  in  all 
wid's  profperity,  there  is  no  mention  made  of 
flim;,^he  thruil  himfelf  forward  into  the  circle,  and 
poiSblf  was  numbered  amongft  friends  and  welll 
wilhers. 

When  the  fcene  changes,  and  David's  troubles 
force  him  to  leave  his  houfe  in  defpair — Shimei  is 
^^e  firft  man  we  hear  of,  who  comes  out  againfl: 
him. 

The  wheel  turns  round  once  more:  Abfalom  is 
^ft  down,  and  David  returns  in  peace — Shimei  fuits 
bis  behaviour  to  the  occaGon,  and  is  the  firft  man 
^b  who  hades  to  greet  him.— -and  had  the  wheel 
^^n\ed  round  a  hundred  times,  Shimei,  I  dare  faj, 
ID  every  period  of  its  rotation,  would  have  been  up- 
P^tmoft. 

0  Shimei !  would  to  heaven,  when  thou  waft 
^^^>  Aat  all  thy  family  had  been  flain  with  thee, 
^'^d  not.  one  o£  thy  rcfemblance  left,  but  ye  have 
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muUipUcd  excecdinglj  bj  and  repleniflied  ibe  earth; 
and,  if  I  prophefy  rigbtly-r-ye  wiH  in  the  cad/t<ft- 

There  is  not  a  charaAer  in  the  world|  which  hy 
fo  bad  an  influence  iipon  tije  affairs  of  it^  as  this  a^ 
Shimei.  Whilft  power  meets  with  honett  checks, 
and  the  evils  of  life  with  l^oneft  refjage,  the  world 
will  never  be  undone  :  but  thou^  Shimei,  hail  fapped 

it  at  both  extremes. :  for  thou  corriiptcft  profperity 
•—and  'tis  thpu  who  l?aft  broken  the  heart  of  pover- 
ty; j  and  fo  Ipng  as  woVthlefs  fpirits^can  be  kmbitious 
..ones,  *tis  a  charader  we  (hall  never  want,  0 !  it 
inifefts  the  court*— the  camp«-the  cabinet ; — ^it  in- 
fers the  church  t-r-rgo  where  jou  will-jr— in  every  quar- 
ter. In  ^veryprofeffioo,yoa  fee  a  Shimei  Following  the 
v^heels   of  the  fortunate^  thfQu|;h  thick  mire  an^ 

clay 

-P-Hafte,  Shimei  !*T-ha(te ;  or  thbu  wllt  be  tio* 
done  for  everv-rr-^Shimei  girdeth  up .  bis  loins  and 
fpeedeth  after  bim.---r^B?hold  the  hand  which  go- 
iVerns  every  thing^-r-takes  the  wheels  froin  off  his 
chariot,  fo  that  he  who  driveth,  driveth  on  heavilj. 
.*-T — Shimei  doubles  his  fpeed— »^-but  'tis  the  con- 
trary way  ;  he  flies  like  the  wind  oVer  a  fendy  de- 
fert,  and  thepUce  thereof  (hall  know  it  no  more.-r- 
Stay,  Shimei!  ^tis  yoar  patron^ry-yonr^frtend— your 
iencfaftor ;  %is  the  man  whd  has  raifod  yioti  from 
the  dunghill.-rr —  *Tifi  %\\  one  to  Shimei :  Shimei  is 
the  barometer  of  every  man's  fortune;  marks  the 

rife  and  fall  of  it,  with  all  the  variations  from  fcorch- 

> 

ing  hot  to  freezing  cold  upon  his  countenance,  that 
the  fifloiile  will  ald^mit of.— — Is  acloudjupon  thy  af- 


S£RBIOK  Xvr.  X97 

fairs  ? — fee it  hangs  over  Shimei's  brow— Haft 

thou  been  fpoken  far  to  the  king  or  the  captain  of  the 

ioft  without  fuccefs? ^look  not  into  the  court-ca« 

Jendar the  vacancy  is  fillM  up  in  Shimei's  face- 
Art  thou  in  debt  ?— -though   not  to   Shiniei— -no 

matter the  worft  officer  of  the  law  fhall  not  be 

iDore  infolcnt. 

What  then,   Shimei !  is  the  gttilt  of  poverty  lb 

black is  it  of  fo  general  a  coRcem,  that  thou  and 

all  thy  family  muft  rife  up  as  one  man  to  reproaeU 
ft  r-^when  it  laft  every  thing— -^id  it  loofe  the  right 
to  pity  too  ?--*Dr  did  He  who  maketh  poor  as  well 
as  maketh  rich,  ft  rip  it  of  its  natural  powers  to  mol- 
%  the  hearts  and  fupple  the  temper  of  your  race  ? 
— Truft  me,  ycVhave  mueh  to  anfwer  for ;  it  is 
^^  treatment  which  it  has  ever  met  with  from  fpi- 
nalikeyoars,  which  bag  gradiiaUy  taught  the'.vcr!d 
to  look  upon  it  as  the  greateft  of  evils,  and  fliun 
It  as  the  worft  difgrace.-^And  what  ia  it  I  befeech 
7ou--what  is  it  that  man  will  not  do,  to  keep  clear 
offo  fore  an  imputation  and  puni&ment?->-^Is  it  not, 
to  fly  from  this,  that  he  rifes  tarly^-^-^-^ate  takes  reji^ 
find  eats  the  hreadof  carefulnefs?  ,  that  he  plots-^ 
contrives — ^f wears— lies-^Ihuflies-^puts  on  all  ihapes 
—tries  all  garments-swears  them  with  this  or  that 
fide  outward— juft  as  it  favours  his  efcape : 

They  who  have  confidered  our  nature,  affirm,  that 
fliamc  and  difgracp  arc  two  of  th^  moft  iafupportable 
evils  of  human  life  ;  the  courage  and  fpirits  of  many 
have  maftered  other  misfortunes,  and  borne  them* 
felvcs  up  againft  them ;  but  the  wifeft  and  beft  of 
fouls  have  not  been  a  match  fox  thefe ;  and  we  have 

13 
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many  9-  tragical  inftance  oa  record,  what  greater 
evils  have  been  run  into,  merely  to  avoid  this  one. 

Without  ihis  tax  of  infamy,  poverty,  with  all  the 
burdens  it  lays  upon  our  flefli— ^ — ^fo  long  as  it  is  vir- 
tuous, could  never  break  the  fpirits  of  a  man :  all 
Its  hunger,  and  pain,  and  nakednels,  are  nothing 
to  it ;  they  have  fome  counterpoife  of  good  ;  and 
befides  they  are  direded  by  Providence,  and  muft 
be  fubmitted  to :  but  thofe  are  afflidions,  not  from 
the  hand  of  God  or  nature——'*  /or  they  do  com 
forth  of  the  DusT,  and  moft  properly  may  be  faid 
tofpringout  of  the  Gviomf  J}  ;  and  this  is  the  rea- 
•*  fon  they  lay  fuch  ftrcfs  upon  our  patience,.— and 
**  in  the  end,  create  fuch  a  diftruft  of  the  world,  as 
makes  us  look  up  and  pray.  Let  me  fall  into 
thy  hands,  0  God  !  but  let  me  not  fall  into  the  hands 
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Agreeable  to  this,  was  the  advice  of  Eliphaz  to 
Job  in  the  day  of  his  diftrefs— — **  Acquaint  thyjdf^ 
<*  faid  he,  »ow  with  God  :*'■  ■  indeed  his  poverty 
feemed  to  have  left  him  no  other  friend  :  the  fwords 
of  the  Sabeans  had  frightened  them  away — all  but  a 
few;  and,  of  what  kind  they  were,  the  very  pro- 
verb, oijob^s  comforters — fajs  enough. 

It  is  an  inflance  which  gives  one  great  concern  for 
human  nature,  *^  That  a  man,  who  always  weft  for 
"  him  who  was  in  trouble  , — who  never f aw  anyperifb 
*'  for  want  of  clothing  ^r^who  never fuffered  the^ranger 

to  lodge  in  thejlreet^  but  opened  his  door  to  the  tra* 

velkr  ;"  that  a  man  of  fo  good  a  charafter,— 
that  he  never  caufed  the  eyes  of  the  widow  tofaily — 
*'  or  had  eaten  his  morfel  by  himlelf  alone ^  and  the  fa* 
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<'  tlerUfs  had  not  eaten  thereof  i-^^-^^th^t  fuch  a  raaa 
the  moment  he  fell  into  poverty,  ihould  have  occa* 
fion  to  crj  out  for  quarter, — Have  mercy  upon  me^  O 
my  friends  !  for  the  hand  of  God  has  touched  me^ 
Gentleoefs'  and  humanity  (one  would  think^ would 
melt  the  hardeft  heart,  and  charm  the  fiercefl  fpirit-; 
biod  up  the  moft  violent  hand,  and  fiill  the  moli 
abufive  tongue ;  ■  -but  the  experiment  failed  in  a 
/Ironger  inftance,  of  Him,  whofe  meat  mid  drink  it 
was  to  do  us  good ;  and,  in  purfuit  of  which>  whofe 
whole  life  was  a  continued  fcene  of  kindnefs  and  of 
infalts,  for  which  we  muft  go  back  to  the  fame  e^i;- 
planation  with  which  we  fet  out,— and  that  is, — the 
fcandal  of  poverty.  ^ 

"  This  fellow  we  know  not  whence  heis^^^^^^L^  the 
popalar  cry  of  one  part ;  and  with  thofe  wha  Teemed 
to  know  better,  the  qaeredidnot  leflen  the  difgrace  : 

■ Is  not  this  the  carpenter,  the  fon  of  Mary  ?-— 

Of  Mary  ! — ^great  God  of  Ifrael  !  What  ! — of  the 
ineantft  of  thy  people  \  for  he  had  not  regarded  the 
kw  ejlate  of  his  hand-maiden)— .—^and  of  the  poored, 
too  1  (for  fhe  had  not  a  lamb  to  oflfer,  but  was  puri- 
fied, as  Mofes  dircfted  in  fuch  a  cafe,  by  the  obla- 
lion  of  a  turtle-dove). 

That  the  Saviour  of  their  nation  could  be  poor^ 

and  not  have  where  to  lay  his  head, was  a  crime 

never  to  be  forgiven  ;  and  though  the  purity  of  his 
doQrine,  and  the  works  which  he  had  done  in  its 
fupport,  were  ftronger  arguments  on,  its  fide,  than 
his  humiliation  could  be  againft  it, — ^yet  the  offence 
ftili  remained  :•— ihey  looked  for  the  redemption  of 
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ifirae} ;  bat  thty  weuld  have  k  tftdf  in  tbofc  dreams 
•f  power  which  filled  their  imaginsitioii ^ 

Ye  who  weigh  the  x^M-th  of  all  things  oBly  in  the 

goldiinith's  balance  !  was  this  reUgion  for  yott? 

—a  religion  whofe  appeiarance  was  net  great  and 
fplendidy-i->but  looked  Chtfl  and  aieagre,  and  whofe 
principles  and  procnifes  showed  more  like  the  cur^s 
cf  the  laWy  than  its  blei&ngs  !  for  they  called  for 
fttfferxngSy  and  promiied  little  but  per&culions. 

In  irothy  it  is  not  eafy  for  tribnlatioii  or  diftrefs^ 
for  nakednefs  or  famine,  to  make  many  converts  out 
of  pride  :  or  reconcile  a  worldly  heart  to  the  fcorn 
and  reproaches^  which  were  fore  to  be  the  portion 
of  every  one  who  believed  a  myftery  fo  discredited 
by  the  world,  and  fo  unpaiataMo  to  all  its  paffions 
and  pleafures. 

But,  to  bring  this  fermon  to  its  proper  conclu«^ 
fion 

If  Af^reSy  or  Juftice^  never  finally  took  her  leave 
of  the  world,  till  the  day  that  poverty  iirft  became 
ridiculous,  it  is  matter  of  confolation,  that  the  Goi> 
of  Jnftice  is  ever  over  us  ;^-that  whatever  outrages 
the  lowaefs  of  our  condition  may  be  expofed  to^ 
from  a  mean  and.  undifcerning  world,  that  we 

.walk  in  the  pre&noe  of  the  greateft  and  molt  gene« 
rous  of  Beings,    who  is  infinitely    removed    from 
cruelty  and  flraitaefs  of  mind,,  and  all  thofe  little 
and  illiberal  paffions,  with  which  we  hourly  iafuit  ' 
each  other. 

The  word  part  of  mankind  are  not  always  to  be 
conquered  ; — but  if  they  are — 'tis  by  tlie  imitation  of 
thefe  qualities,  which  n^ud  do  it  i     'Tis  true- 
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as  I've  (hown-*-— they  may  fail ;  but  dill  all  is  not 

loft, for  if  "we  conquer  not  the  world         in  the 

very  attempts  to  do  it,  weihould  at  lead  conquer  oar- 
felves,  and  lay  tl\e  foundatiop  of  oi^r  peace  (where  it 
ought  to  be)  within  our  own  hearts. 


Is 
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The  Cafe    of  Hezekiah   and  the   Mef- 

fengers  *. 
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And  he  faid.  What  have  they  feen  in  thine  houfe  ?  and  Hezekiah 
anfwered.  All  the  things  that  are  in  my  houfe  have  they  feen ; 
there  is  nothing  amongft  ail  my  treafure*  that  I  have  not  ihowa 
them. 

c-And  vi^here  was  the  harm,  yoo'U  faj,   in  all 

this  ? 

**  An  eaftern  prince,  the  fon  of  Baladan,  bad 
^  fent  naefifengers  with  prefents  as  far  as  from  Baby- 
**  Ion,  to  congratulate  Hezekiah  upon  the  recovery 
**  from  his  iicknefs ;  and  Hezekiah,  who  was  a  good 
*'  prince,  afted  confiftently  with  himfelf :  be  receiv' 
**  ed  and  enUrtained  the  men,  ami  heartened  unto  them ; 
^  and  before  he  fent  them  away,  he  courteouily 
^  ihowed  them  all  that  was  worth  a  ft  ranger's  con- 
-^^  ofity  in  his  houfe  and  in  his  kingdoqn  and  ia 
**  this,  feemed  oqIj  to  have  difcharged  himfelf  01 
<'  what  urbanity  or  the  etiquette  of  courts  might  re- 

*  Preaehed  before  his  Ezeetlency  the  Earl  of  HtaTrotfy  at 
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<*  quire."  Notwithftanding  this,  in  the  vcrfc  which* 
immediaCelj  follows  the  text,  we  found  he  had  done 
azoifs;  and,  as  a  punilhment  for  it,  that  all  his 
riches,  which  his  forefathers  had  laid  up  in  ftore  un- 
to that  daj,  were  threatened  to  be  carried  away  ia 
triumph  to  Babjlony— the  very  place  from  whence 
the  meilengers  had  come* 

A  hard  return  !  and  what  his  behaviour  does  not 
feem  to  have  deferved.  To  fet  this  matter  in  a  clear 
light,  it  wijfl  be  neceilarj  to  enlarge  upon  the  whole 
ilorj  :  the  reflections  which  will  arife  out  of 

it,  as  we  go  along,  raaj  help  us         at  lea&»  I  hope 
thcj  will  be  of  ufe  on  their  own  account* 

After  the  miracnlous  defeat  of  the  AfljrianS|  we 
read  in  the  beginning  of  this  chapter^  that  Heiekiah 
vas  fick  even  unto  death  ;  and  that  GoD  fends  the 
prophet  Ifaiah,  with  the  unwelcome  meflage,  ^bat 
htjbauldfet  bisboufein  order y  far  tbatbejbouid  die  and 
not  live* 

There  are  many  in  dances  of  men^  who  have  re- 
ceived fuch  news  with  the  greateft  eafe  of  mind,,  and 
even  entertained  the  thoughts  of  it  with  iiniles  upoa 
their  countenances,—- and  this^  either  from  ftrengch 
of  fpirits  and  the  natural  cheerfulnefs  of  their  tem*> 
per,^  ■  or  that  they  knew  the  worlds  and  cared  not 
for  ity.  or  expe&ed  a  better  ■  yet  thoufands  of 
good  meu^  with  all  the  helps  of  philofophj,  and 
againft  all  the  alTurances  of  a  welUfpent  life,  that  the 
change  muft  be  to- their  account^  ■  upon  the  ap-^ 
preach  of  death  have  iiill  lean'd  towards  this  world ^ 
>nd  wanted  fpirits  and  refolution  to  bear  the  Ihock. 
of  a  feparation  from  it  for  ever- 
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Thts^  ia,  fecBC  meafttre*  fisefned  to  hare  liaai  He«^ 
zekiah^s  c»(e ;  £or  though  he  had  waBued  be&re  Go^ 
ia  truth,  and  with  a  petfe£l  htstst,  and  had  don^ 
that  which  was  good  in  his  fig.hty«^et  we  €ad  that 
the  hsAy  Cdnamom  afflicted  hiin  greatl^j  ;-.'that  upon 
the  delivierif  of  the  vat&ge  b«  wept  foi«  ;--*— ^diat  be 
turned  his  face  towards  the  u»flll,— .--^perliaps  lor  tb^ 
greater  fecr-eoy  of  liis  devorion,  and  ^^ait^  bj  wkh- 
drawing  thim^elf  thus  froaa  aU  est^raal  objedsi  be 
xnight  coffer  up  his  praters  unto  his  GoB^^iffh  gcpater 
and  morefervent  attention*— — ^And  he  prayed,  and 
fkid^  G  LoftD  !  i  -befecch  thee  remenyber-— O  Heze» 
kiah  I  How  cculdft  Ifhou  fear  that  Go©  bad  forgot- 
ten thee  ;  or,  how   couldft    tliou    doi/bt  of  his  re. 
tnemhrance  of  thj  integritj,,  when  he  called  tfeee  to 
receive  Jts  rccotnpenfe. 

B^ut  here  k  appears  of  whdt  maccrials  man  is 
made :  he  parfues  ^uppincfis-— and  yet  is  fo  conttnt 
with  mifery,  that  he  would  wander  for  ever  iif  this 
datk  vale  of  it,— and  fay,  "  It  is'geod,  Lordi  tah 
•*  iere^  and  to  hnild  tahernachs  ofrefi  ;**  and  fo  long 
as  we  are  clothed  with  'fiefli,  and  -nature  has  io 
great  a  fliare  within  us,  it  is  no  wondet  \f  ^at  part 
claims  its  right,  and  pleads  for  the  fweetncfs  of  lifr, 
Botwithftanding  all  its  care  and  difappoiatments. 

This  natural  weaknefs,  no  doubt,,  had  its  weight 
in  Hezekrah's  e^roeft  prayer  for  life  ;  and  yet  from 
the  fuccefs  it  met  with,  and  the  immediate  change 
of  God's  purpofe  thereupon,  it  is  hard  to  rmagiac, 
t)ut  that  it  muft  have  been  accon»panied  with  -fon* 
meritorious  and  more  generous  motive  ;  and  if  ^* 
fup^ofe^  as  foaic  h:,ve  done,  that  he  tumed  hi©  ^ 


towwia  t&e  v/dil,  becaa£e  tbat  pzit  of  his  chamber 
looked  towards  the  temple^  the  care  of  whofe  pre« 
fervatbo  laj  oest  his  heart,  we  may  ronMeotl/ 
eaiDgh  give  this^  fknic  to  hi^  prajer.. 

**  O  God  I  rcmesoket  ho^w  I  have  waU&ed  before 

**  diee  ia  troth ; bow  modi  I  have  dooe  to  rc-i- 

*"  fcue  thj  rA^pUMi  £n>iu  error  and  fall^ood  :— Hhoa 
''  kopweft  that  ike  ejes  of  the  world  ar<e  fijce4  upoa 
'^  flae,  as  ooe  ibibt  hatb  for{al&»9i  their  idolatry^  aod 

*^  leAofed  thy  "worflnip  ;> that  {  daad  id  the  ^idft 

"  of  a  crooked  and  corrupt  generatioo^  ivhicb  looka 
^  thpoB|^  alt  tsif  a6|ioaSy  aod  wi^oh^^  alt.  events 
^  which  haf^n  to  oie  :  i£  now  tbejr  ibal}-  kt  mn 
^  foatched  ^waj  ia  the  aaidft  of  my  ^dayi  ai»d  Tervice^. 
^  How  wiU  tby  >^ieat  na«ie  fuSec  in  spy  ej^tipftion ! 
**  Will  not  due  beaten  fay,  Thua  k  i*.  to  ferv.e  the 
"  Goe  of  UJpadi !.  ..  How  {aithfuUy  xlid  {iefb^l$Liab 
**'  wulk  be£or«  hiini  ?<-— what  jeneixuefr  did  he  ^ruig 
"  upon  himfelf^  in  too  warmly  promoting  bis  wor» 
'*  flup  ?  And  fiow^  when  ibe  hour  of  ikkn^s  and 
'^  diftrefi»  c^QM  upon  biin^  a^  be  a^olt  wanted  tbn 
•*  tid  of  bi»  Goo^'-'^ebold  how  he  wa^s  forfaken  !'^ 

It  is  no^  unreaiibnable  to  ascribe  £09^^  fu^b  pioup 
uA  floore  difixtfe^ftod  xaotive  to  Hezekiab's  d^&m 
of  life,  fram  tbe  ifloeand  £uceefs  of  his  prayj&n. 
•*  for  «>  cametoJ^a/Sf  hgfore  Ifaiab  had  gone  put  int<^ 
^  the  middle  courts  that  tb^  word  of  the  LordiQanie  Iq. 
^  Im^  fayiug  TMru  ^^aia^And  tell  Mez^iiah,  I  bavfi 
"  heard  hu  prayer,  I  hjaiiejemhis  tfxfre  \Mndbehold£ 
*^  v>iU  heal  bdoim. 

It  was  opon  this  occailon,  as  we  ri^d  in  the  izth 
Yeik  4»£  tbi&xbapter,  ibat  JBerodach-bala4«UD«.  fpQ  itf 
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Baladan  king  of  Babylon,  feat  letters  and  a  prefent 
unto  Hezekiah.  He  had  heard  the  fame  of  his  iick- 
nefs  and  recovery  ;  for  as  the  Chaldeans  were  great 
fearchers  into  the  fecrets  of  nature,  efpecially  into 
the  motions  of  the  celeftial  bodies,  m  all  probability 
they  had  taken  notice,  at  that  dtftance,  of  the  ftrange 
appearance  of  the  fliadow's  returning  ten  degrees 
backwards  upon  their  dials,  and  had  inquired  and 
learned  upon  what  account,  and  in  whofe  favour, 
fuch  a  fign  was  given  ;  fo  that  this  aftronomical  mi- 
racle, befides  the  political  motive,  which  it  would 
fuggeft  of  courting  fuch  a  favourite  of  heaven,  had 
been  fufficient  by  itfelf  to  have  led  a  curious  people 
as  far  as  Jerufalero,  that  they  might  fee  the  man  for 
whofe  fake  the  fun  had  forfook  his^courfe. 

And  here  we  fee  how  hard  it  is  to  (land  the  (bock 
of  profperity,'  and  how  much  truer  a  proof  we 
give  of  our  ftrengtb,  in  that  extreme  of  life,  than  in 
the  other. 

In  all  the  trials  of  adverfity,  we  find  that  Heze- 
kiah behaved  well, — nothing  unmanned  him.   When 
befieged  by  the  Affyrian  hoft,  which  fhut  him  up  in 
Jerufalem,  and    threatened    his    deftruftion,— be 
flood  unihaken,  and  depended  upon  God^s  fuccour. 
■  When  caft  down  upon  his  bed  of  ficknefe,  and 
threatened  with  death,  he  meekly  turned  his  face  to- 
wards the  wall,— ^— wept  and  pray'd,  and  depended 
upon  God's  mercy. — But  no  fooner  does  profperity 
return  upon  him,   and  the  meffsngers  from  a  far 
country  come  to  pay  the  flattering  liomage  due  to 
his  greatnefs,  and  the  extraordinary  felicity  of  his 
Kfe,  but  he  turns  giddy,  and  iiftks  under  the  wtigbt 
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of  his  good  fortune;  and,  with  a  tranfport  unbe« 
coming  a  wife  man  upon  it,  'tis  faid  he  hearkened 
Doto  the  men,  and  ibowed  them  all  the  houfe  of  his 
precioiis  things,  the  filver  and  the  gold,  the  fpices 
and  the  precious  ointments,  and  all  the  houfe  of  his 
armonr,  and  all  that  was  found  in  his  treafures; 
that  there  was  nothing  in  his  houfe,  nor  in  his  do- 
minions, that  Hezekiah  ihow'd  them  not :  for  thougt^ 
it  is  not  exprefslj  faid  here  (though  it  is  in  the  paraU 
lei  pafiage  in  Chronicles,) — — ^nor  is  he  charged  by 
the  prophet  that  he  did  this  out  of  vaintj  and  a  weak 
tranfport  of  oftentation  ;— — jet  as  we  are  fure  Goj> 
conld  not  be  offended  but  where  there  was  a  real 
crime,  we  might  reafonablj  conclude,  that  this  was 
bis,  and  that  He  who  fearches  into  the  heart  of  man^ 
^^^kdd  that  bis  was  corrupted  wirb  the  blef&ngs  he 
iad  given  him,  and  that  it  was  juft  to  make  what  was 
the  occafion  of  his  pride  become  the  inftrunotent  of 
^is  paniihrnent,  by  decreeing,  that  all  the  riches  he 
had  laid  up  in  ilore  until  that  day,  ihould  be  carried 
awaj  in  triumph  to  Babylon,  the .  very  place  from 
whence  the  mefiengers  had  come  who  had  beoi  eye- 
witneffes  of  his  folly. 

*'  0  Hezekiah  ! — ^how  couldft  thou  provoke  God 
**  to  brmg  this  judgment  upon  .thee  ?  How  could 
**  thj  fpirit,  all  meek  and  gentle  as  it  was,  have 
'*  ever  fsillen  into  this  fnare  ?  Were  thy  treafurcs 
^  rich  as  the  earth—- What  I  was  thy  heart  fo  vain 
''  as  to  be  lifted  up  therewith  ?  Was  not  all  that 

^  wai  valuable  in  the  wodd ^nay»  w^s  not  hcAm 

**  ven  itfelf  almofi  at  thy  command  whilH  thou  waft 
!  humble  ?  and.  How  W9s  it,  (bat  thou  couldfl  bart 
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**  ter  awey  aH  Chid^  for  ^vbst  was  lighlijer  thai»  a  btt&- 
^  bl«,  and  defecraCe  an  aAioQ  fo  full  of  coiHteff 
*^  and  kindnefs  as  thine  appeared  to  hf,  hy  fafftr* 
^  big  it  to  take  itfr  rife  €i>om  fo- polluted  a  iaoataiB  ?*' 

There  is  fcaree  anj  ttiifig  whicb  the  htSLft  Tmore 
unwiliicigly  bears,  than  aa  analyfis  of  this  IdQd.' 

We  are  a  Arange  compound  }  and  fefDethkig  &«' 
reign  from  what  cfaaritj  would  iufpoA,.  (o  efersaUy 
twills  iifelf  into  wbat  we  do,  Ihat  o^C  otjiy  in  mo- 
soentotts  concerns,  where  intereA  liAa  ynd^r  it  all 
tfhe  powers  of  difguife,..-lNit  even  i»  the  moft  iodif- 
fereat  of  oor  a^ion&x^'i-^-not  worth  a  §M9cy*m^^ij 
force  of  habit,,  we  continue  it  z  fo  l^t  wlMitever  a 
■Mm  is  abotit,-«>obferve  hi^,*— ^  ftaod$  armM  infide 
and  -out  with  two  motives  ;.  an  oftenfible  «Qe  for  ^e 
worlds-— *-^nd  aTV>ther  which  lie  tettacvmA  -for  bis 
own  pirate  «fe«^^ll)is,  yon  noay  iay„  the  world  bss 
Sko  concern  with  :  it  might  hav^  been  fe ;  hot  hj 
•btrndingche  wrong  oiotiwe  npvo  ihe  warld,  mi 
fteaiiag  frona  it  a  ^ursAer^  i&ftead  of  wiimiog  pik* 
I  .we  give  it  a  rights  and  a  temptat^oa.'  aiDttg  wiltb 
k,  .to  inqiiife  into  the  nSair*. 

The  motives  of  the  one  for  doing  dt,  ace  «£^p  liu 
de  better  ttmn  tdie  others  for  de&rving  it*  I^t  ns  fee 
if  fome  focial  virtue «nigr  net  i»e  cjctsadbed  from. the 
errors  of  both  the  one  find  the  other. 

VAHirrT  bids  4il  her  font  to  be  geaatonsnad  bcave, 
..-and  her  daughters  to  be  «haft«  and  coaneaos* — 
Sot  why  4k>  wo  want.iier  in^oiAions  ?.ff«-Aiktbe 
comedian,  who  is  taught «  part  he  ieels  ooti  ■■ 

Js  it  that  the  principles  of  religion  wai^  fireogth^ 
•t  thac  the  -foal  f  affion  S»t  whait  is  {4>od  and  woi?thy 


win  not  ctrrj  us  high  eirotigh  ?-*-Goi) !  tbon  know-» 
eft  thej  carrj  us  too  high — we  want,  not  to  3«*-.*but 
tijcem* — ^'— 

Lo^k  out  of  your  door,— ^ake  notice  of  that  man : , 
fee,  wfcaf  dif^^ietnigy  intriguing,  and  fliifting,  he 
is  content  to  go  tbrough,.  merely  to  be  thought  a 
i»8flof{>hin-deaUng:—*thTee  grains  of  honefty  would 
fave  Wm  all  his  trouble— alas  1  he  has  thera  not— ^^ 
Behpld  a  fecond^  under  a  fhow  of  piety  hiding  the 
impurities  of  a  debauched  life  r — he  is  juft  entering 
thehoofe  of  Godl:—— would  he  was  more  pure — ov 
Ws  pious  :■■  ■■  but  then  he  could  not  gain  his  point... 

Obferve  a  third  going  on  almoft  ia  the  fame  track : 
—with  what  an  inflexible  fanftity  of  deportment  he 
faftains  himfelf  as  he  advances  1 — every  Kne  in  hisr 
fe«  writes  abftinence  j-nevery  ft  ride  looks  like  &  * 
cfteck  upon  his  defires ;— See,  I  befeech  you,  how 
^e  is  cloak'd  up  with  fermons,  prayers,  and  facrai- 
®fnts;  and  fo  bemaffled.  with  the  externals  of  re- 
ligion, that  he.  has  not  a  hand  to  {pare  for  a  worldljT^ 
purpofc— He  has  arrtiour  at  leafl — Why  does  he 
put  it  on  ?  Is  there  no  ferving  God  without  all  this  i 
Mall  the  garb  of  religion  be  extended  fo  wide,,  to 
t^e  danger  of  its  rending  ?^ — ^Ycs  truly,,  or  it  will 
not  hide  the  fccrct — ^and,.  What  is  that  ? 

—That  the  Oaint  has  no  religion  at  all. 

But  here  comes  Gznerositt^;  giving— not  to  a 
teyed  artifli — ^but  to  the  arts  and  fciences  them- 
selves. See — ^he  builds  not  a  chamber  In  the  watl apart 
f^r  the  prophet ;  but  whole  fchools  and  colleges  for 
^hofc  who  come  after.  Lord  I  how  they  will  mag- 
c'ij  bis  name  !-^- tis  in  capitals  already  j.  the  firfl— 
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the.higheft,  in  the  gilded  renUroU  of  every  hofpital 
and  afjlooi.— 

^One  honeft  tear  flicd  in  private  over  the* un- 
fortunate, is  worth  it  all. 

What  a  prohlematic  fet  of  creatures  does  fimnla- 
tion  make  us  !  Who  would  divine,  that  all  that  anxie- 
tj  and  concern,  fo  vifible  in  the _  airs  of  one  half  of 
that  great  afTembly,  fhould  arife  from  nothing  elfe, 
but  that  the  other  half  of  it  may  think  them  to  be 
men  of  confeqnence,  penetration,  parts,  and  condud  ? 
—What  a  noife  amongfl  the  claimants  about  it !  Be- 
hold Humility,  out  of  mere  pride— >and  Honefty,  al- 
mod  out  of  knavery  : — Cbciflity,  never  once  in  harm's 
way, — and  Courage ,  like  a  Spaniih  foldier  upon  an 
Italian  flage-~a  bladder  full  of  wind* 

-—Hark  !  that — the  found  of  that  trumpet, 

let  not  my  foldier  run,— —'tis  feme  good  Chriftian 
giving  alms.  O  Fity  !  thou  gentlefl  of  human  paf- 
fions !  foft  and  tender  are  thy  notes,  and  ill  accord 
they  with  fo  loud  an  inflrument. 

Thus  fomething  jars,  and  will  for  ever  jar  in  thefe 
cafes :  impollure  is  all  diflbnance,  let  what  mailer 
foever  of  it  undertake  the  part ;  ■  let  him  harmo- 
nizie  and  modulate  it  as  he  may,  one  tone  will  con- 
tradid  another ;  and  wbilft  we  have  ears  to  hear,  we 
fhall  difiinguifh  it ^Tis  truth  only  which  is  con- 
fident and  ever  iniiarmony  with  itfelf :  it  fits  upon 
our  lips,  like  the  natural  notes  of  fome  melodiesi 
ready  to  drop  out,  whether  we  will  or  no ;-— it  racks 
no  invention  to  let  ourfelves.  alone,— and  needs  fear 
no  critic,  to  have  the  fame  excellency  in  the  heart, 
which  appears  in  the  aAion. 
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It  IS  a  plealing  allufion  the  fcriptare  makes  ufe  of, 

in  calliog  us  fometimes  a  boufe,  and  fometimes  a 

temple,  according  to  the  more  or  Icfs  exalted  qaali- 

ties  of  the  fpiritual  gueft  which  i&  lodged  within  us. 

Whether  this  is  the  precife  ground  of  the  diftinflion, 

I  will  not  affirm  ;  but  this  much  may  be  faid,  that^ 

if  we  are  to  be  temples,  'tis  truth  and  finglenefs  of 

heart  which  muft  make  the   dedication ;    'tis    this 

which  mnfl  firft  diftinguiih  them  from  the  unhallow* 

cd  pile,  where  dirtj  tricks  and  impofitions  are  prac« 

tifed  bj  the  boll  upon  the  travelkr,  who  tarries  but 

for  a  moment,  and  returns  not  again. 

We  all  take  notice,  how  dofe  and  referved  people 
ue ;  but  we  do  not  take  notice,  at  the  fame  timCf 
tbt  every  one  may  have  fomething  to  conceal,  as 
v^eUas  ourfelves  ;  and  that  we  are  only  marking  the 
£fta&ces,  and  taking  the  meafures  of  felf-de fence 
frooi  each  other,  in  the  very  inftances  we  complaia 
of.  This  is  fo  true,  that  there  is  fcarce  any  charac« 
ter  fo  rare,  as  a  man  of  real,  open,  and  generous 

integrity, who  carries  his  heart  in  his  handy 

who  fays  the  thing  he  thinks,  and  does  the  thing  he 
pretends.  Though  no  one  can  diflike  the  charafter^ 
—yet,  Difcretion  generally  (hakes  her  head,— and 
the  world  foon  lets  him  into  the  reafon. 

'*  0  that  I  had  in  the  wUdernefs  a  lodging  of  way* 
''  /arM(f  men  !  that  I  might  kavefuch  aptopUy  and  g^ 
**  frwn  themJ*^  Where  is  the  man  of  a  nice  fenfe  of 
truth,  and  ftrong  feelings,  from  whom  the  duplicity 
oS  the  World  has  not  at  one  time  or  other  wrung  the 
fame  wiih  ?  and  where  lies  the  wildemefs,  to  which 
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fome  one  has  not  fled,  from  the  fame  mefiin^oljr 
impulfe  ? 

Thus  mnch  for  thofb  ^o  gi^e  oecafion  to  be 
though  ill  of  }--4et  us  faj  a  wofd  or  two  unto  tbofe 
ivho  take  it. 

-  But^  to  avoid  all  cotmnon-pHce  cant  as  muck  as  I 
can  on  this  head, — I  will  forbear  to  fay,,  becaufe  1  do 
hot  think  it,  that  'tis  a  breach  of  Ghriftiat»  charity  to 
Chink  or  fpeak  evil  of  our^  neighbom",  &c. 

—We  cannot  avoid  it;  our  opinions  muft  tollovr 
the  evidence ;  and  ^e  are  perpetually  in  fuch  engage- 
ments andikuations,  that  'tis  our  duty  to  fpeak  what 
00  r  opinions  are— ^Biit  Goi>  forbid  that  this  ever 
fliould  be  done,   but  from  its  beft  motive-— 'the  fenfe 
of  what  is  due  to  virtue,  gov^erned  by  difcretieo,  and 
li%e  utmoft  fejlew^eeliag  s  were  we  to  go  on  others 
wife,  beginning  with  the  great  broad  cloak  aS'bffd^ 
crify,  and  (bdown  through  all  it$  little  trtfinsungs  aod 
facings,  tearing  away,,  without  m^cy,,all  that  look'd 
fiBeinly,*p.— -we  fliouidleaTe  but  a  tatter'd  world  of  iu 
'    But  I  oodine  what  I  have  to^  fay,  to  a  chara&r 
leis  equivocal,,  ^md  which  takes  up  too  much  room 
10  the  world  :  it  is  that  of  thdC?,,  who„  from  a  general 
dtAruftofaH  that  looks  difiaterefted,  finding  nptbia^ 
to  blame  in  an  aAton,   and  perhaps  much  to  admiie 
Ml  it«--4mflaodtfttely  fait  foul  upoo  its  mottvcsj  Doe/ 
y^h/erw  God /or  npught  /   What  «  vile  iafipiuitieDi 
1-^Befides^  the  queftioa  was  not,  whether  Job  w»s  i 
rich  mfta«  or  a  poor  man  ?  but,  whether  he  wfl^  ^ 
man  of  integrity  or  no  ?  and  the  appearances  w£^^ 
ftrosg  on  bis  fide :  indeed  it  might  hav€  been  otber* 


Wife ;  it  was  poi&ble  Job  might  be  inlincere.  und  the 
deril  took  the  ad^^ntage  of  the  die  for  it* 

It  is  a  bad  pidure,  knA  done  by  a  terrible  mailer  ; 
aod  yet  wc  tw  always  copying  -it*     Does  a  man^ 
from  real  conviSioa  of  heart,  forfake  his  vices  ! 
the  pofition  is  not  to  be  allowed---no ;  his  vices  have 
forfake  i»i^ 

Does  a  pure  virgin  fear  Copland  fay  her  prayers? 
• Ihe  is  in  her  climafteric* 

Does  humanity  ,<:lothe  and  educate  the  unkowa 
orphan  !-«-Povcrty  \  ifaau  baft  luxgenealogies :. — See! 
15  he  not  the  father  of  the  child  ?  Thus  do  we  rob 
Heroes  of  thebcA  pan  «f  their  glory— their  tirtae.* 
Take  aw^y  tb«  «BDtive>tff  the  aft,  yoii  take  away  all 
tbat  is  worth  having  in  it ;  ■  wreft  it  to  ungene* 
rons  ends,  yon  load  the.virtuovis  mamwho  4td  it  with 
ifl&my  ITfldo  it  *tl---«I  beftech  yt>ti:  jgive  hiaa. 
back  his  htmcrur''>i?t^peClope  ttie  jewel  youluive  xAxm 
ffom  him  >  -i  'teidace  him  in  the:ejie  of  the  world--* 

■  ■it  is  toor late* 

It  is  paiuful  to  utter  die  reproocfaet  which  flioxiU 
come  in  here.--.-I  will  trjift  -tbem  with  yeudebres  : 
in  coming  fr^m  tint  -quarter^  tbey.  will  jnone  natu* 
rally  produce  (ueh  fimits  jgi  wiU^notiet  yo«T  teeth  ot 
edge**  ■  'for  they  will  be  the  fruits  Dflove  and  good* 
wflly  to  the  praife  of-GioOy  and  die  bappineCi  of  thd 
worid,  which.  I  wilb* 
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The  Levite  and  his  Concubine 


JuBOIt  >»•  X|  »»  J* 

And  it  came  to  paft  in  thofc  dayt,  isrhcn  there  was  no  Icfngii 
Ifracl,  that  there  was  a  certain  JLe^te  fojoiiraingan  the  fide  «f 
Mount  Ephraim,  who  took  unto  him  a  coocubinc. 

—A  coNCUBXKB ! —  but  the  text  acconnts  for  it, 
for.  in  tbofe  days  tbert  was  no  king  in  Ifrael :  and  the 
Levite,  you  wiU  faj,  like  every  other  man  ia  it,  did 
what  was  right  in  his  own  leyes,— and  fo^  you  may 
add,  did  his  concubine  toy^/orjbe  flayed  the  vibort 
again/l  bim  and  wtnt  away^ 

—Then  Shame  and  grief  go  with  her;  and  where- 
ever  ihe  feeks  a  iheltcr,  may  the  hand  of  jufticc  fhut 
the  door  againft  her ! 

Not  fo ;  for  Ihe  went  unto  her  father's  houfe  in 
Bethlehem- Judah,  and  was  with  him  four  whole 
months. — ^Blefled  interval  for  mediudon  uppo  the 
ickleneis  and  vanity  of  this  world  and  its  plesfores) 

I  fee  the  holy  man  upon  his  knees, with  hands 

comprefied  to  his  bofom,  anf,  with  uplifted  cjes; 
thanking  Heaven,  that  the  objed  which  bad  fo  long 
fhared  his  affe^ons,  was  fled« 
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The  text  gives  s  different  pidure  of  his  fituation  ; 
jw  he  arofe  and  went  after  her  to  ffeai  friendly  to^^er^ 
ad  to  bring  her  back  again,  having  his/ervant  with 
^,  and  a  couph  ofqffes;  andfbe  brought  him  unto 
htr  father* s  houfe,  and  when  the  father  of  the  damfel 
Jaw  him,  he  rejoiced  to  meet  bim-^^ 

—A  moftClentiniental  group  !  yoa^ll  fay :  and 

fi>  it  is  S17  good  commentator,  the  world  talks  of 

everything;  give  but  the  outlines  of  a  ftory^ 

let  Spleen  or  Prudery  fnatch    the  pencil,  and  thej 

will  £niih  it  with  fo  many  hard  ftrokes,  and  with  fo 

&t7  a  colouring,  that  Candour  and  Courtefy  will  (it 

10  torture  as  thej  look  at  it.— Gentle  and  virtuous 

Spirits  !  ye  who  know  not  what  it  is  to  be  rigid  in* 

terpreters,  but  of  your  own  failings.--— to  you  I  ad- 

^teis  myfielf,  the  unhired  advocates  for  the  conduft 

<^Ae  mifguided, — whence  is   ir,  that  the  world  is 

not  more  jealous  of  your  office  ?  How  often  muft 

je  repeat  it,  -**  That  fuch  a  one*s  doing  fo  or  fo!* 

-—is  not  {ufficient  evidence  by  itfelf  to  overthrow 

^e  accufed  ? — That  our  actions   ftand  furrounded 

with  a  thoufand  eircumfiances  which  do  not  pre« 

feat  themfelves  at  firft  fight ;  that  the  firft  fprings 

^  motives    which    impellM  the  unfortunate,  lie 

deeper  ftill  ;-»and,  that  of  the  millions  which  every 

lioar  are  arraign'd,  thoufands  of  them  may  hav<^ 

erred  merely  from  the  head^  and  been  aflually  oiit* 

witted  into  evil ;  and,  even  when  from  the  heart 

-^-that  the  difficulties  and  temptations  under  which 

^%  afted,— — the    force  of   the    paffiofts,— — the 

fuitablcnels  of  the  obje^^  and  the  many  druggies  of 
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Virtue  bofore  .&€  f<U,-.-*»a]r  be  io' vpwBtj  appeals 
fcom  jafljce  to  the  ju4gine(it  £eait  of  Pky* 

Here  then  let  ^»  Hop  a  i«kMieai^  and  give  ^tie  Aory 
of  the  :X«Tke  aod  his  -con^abuie  »  i«GOQid  JbearbgJ 
Xike  all  others  mi^cb  of  it  dep^ds^pom  the  td^ 
ling ;  and  as  the  XcFifitiire  bts..  lifrt  us  ao  kind  e^ 
xommeot  upon  it,  'ti^  a  ftor j  on^hich  the  hear^ 
canxuit  be  at  a  lofs  f«Mr  jwhat  to  bLji^  i^  the.  isiagioa. 
^on  for  what  to  fiippo&:«.-«.fii.the  dagger  is,  fan 
^laoitj  may  fajr  too  much*  «. 

And'it  came  iopajs  m  iio/f  daytp  wiSia  tieee  vm 
no  ii^g  in  IJrael^  thai  a  certain  Levite  fiJmarmMg  oe 
ike  fide  <if  mount  E^raim^  tofii  a0i#o  himfe\fa  <aff- 
i:ubine* 

O  Abraham*  theii  father  of  the  faithful !  if  this 
uras  wroag^ — ^Why  didft  thou  fet  fo.«ttfii«rif^  an  ex- 
snnple  (>efove  the  eyes  of  thy  defcendants  ?  lu^yWhj 
did  the  GojD  of  Abraham,  the»Ooi>  c^  Ifaac  aod 
-Jacob,  ble£s  fo  often  th^  feed  of  fuch  .intercoorfe$i 
mid  promife  to  multiply  and  m^ke  princes  come  ofit 
of  them  ? 

:GoD  can  difpenfe  ivith  bis  own  laws  :  apd  so 
cor^ingly  we  find  the  holieft  of  the  pi^riarch^,  and 
others  in  Scripture,  whofe  hear ta  cleaved  moft  unto 
Goo,  accommodating  thonfelves  as  well  as  they 
could  to  the  <U(penf^tion :  thet  Abraham  h^d  Ha- 
gftr;  that  Jacob*  befides  his  two  wive$,  Rachel  and 
J«eab,  took  alfo  unto  him  Zilpah  and  Bilhah,  from 
TVrhpm  many  of  the  tribes  defcended ;  that  David 
bad  ieven  wives  and .  t«n  concubinea,*— Reboboami 
£xty ;  ■  ■  and  that  in  wbattver  cafes  it  became  re« 
proachablcy  it  feemed  not  fo  much  the  thing  itfel4 
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IS  tlie  abofe  of  it^  wliidi  made  it  fo :  this  t^as  re« 
oarkable  xa  that  of  Solomon^  whofe  excefs  became 
n  iflfolt  upon  the  privileges  of  mankind  ;  for  bj 
the  fiime  plan  of  Inxurj,  which  made  it  neceflarj  to 
have  forty  thoufand  ftalls  of  horfes,—- — he  had  un- 
fortoaatdy  miicalculated  his  other  wants,  and  fo 
had  feren  humred  wives,  and  three  hundred  con- 
cobiflcs. 

Wife— deluded  man  !  was  it  not  that  thoa  mad€fft 
fome  amends  for  thy  bad  pradice,  by  thy  good 
preadiingy  what  had  become  of  thee ! — Three  han« 
dred-*bst  let  us  turn  afide,  I  befeech  you^  from  fo 
bad  a  flumbling-block. 

The  Levite    had  but  one.     The  Hebrew  word 

imports  a  woman  a  concubine^  or  a  wife  a  concii* 

biv,  to  diftinguiih  her  from  the  more  infamous 

Species,  who  came  under  the  roofs  of  the  licentious 

without  principle*     Our  annotators  tell  us,  that  in 

Jewifli  economics^  thefc  diffcrM  little  from  the  wife, 

except  in  fome  outward  ceremonies  and  Aipulations, 

but  agreed  with  her,  in  all  the  true  effences  of  mar- 

n'agc,  and  gave  thcrofelves  up  to  the  hufband  (for 

fo  he  is  call'd),  with  faith  plighted,  with  fentiments, 

and  with  aSedion. 

Such  a  one  the  Levite  wanted  to  fliare  his  foli- 
ttide,  and  fill  up  that  uncomfortable  blank  in  the 
heart  in  fuch  a  fituation  ;  for  notwithftanding  all  we 
meet  with  in  books,  in  many  of  which,  no  doubt; 
there  are  a  good  many  handfome  things  faid  upon 
the  fweets  of  retirement,  &c.  .  •  .  yet  ftill  "  it  is  net 
"  good/or  man  to  be  alone  ;"  nor  can  all  which  the 
cold  hearted  peditnt  fluns  ottr  ears  with  upon  the 
FoL  V.  K 
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fy]y}G&,  ever:gtve  one  tnCwer.  of >:fatisfaAion  to  tke 
^ind :  in  the  midfl  of  the  loudeft  Ttuntings  of  pbU 
Jofophy,  -Nature  will  liave  her  7cammg&  for  fociety 
,and  friend (hip.;-r«a  goQfi  heart  wants  «ibme    obje^ 

to  be,]$:ind  to«.«^ aqd  the  beil  parts  «f  out <^ blood, 

;and  tbepur^ft  of  our  fpirits^  ,f after  moft  < under -the 
^eftitution. 

Let  the  torpid  monk  fee  heaven  comfortlcfs  and 
idone-r-GoP  fpeed  him  !»^or  my  own  part,  J  fear, 
I  giould  ne^er  fo,  find  ihe  way.  '4L*et  me^be  wife 
iind  re]igi9U&9-r«i— but  let  roe  be  Man.'  eWberever 
;(hj.<Providence  place^iae^  or  whatever  be  the  load 
I  take  to  get  thee-— give  me  fome  companion  ia 
jtny. journey,  be  it  oply- to  remark  to,  -How .our 
Xhadowsr'l&ngthoun  ^  .the  Urn  goes  down;— .to  whoffl 
X  roay<fay,,How  frefli  is  ihe  jEace  of  nature-!  How 
/weet  tl^^fiowei;s  of  the  field  !  How  delicious  are 
jthefe  frui^j  I 

Alas^!  with^bitter  herbs,  like  his  paffoverydid  tbc 
Levite  eat  them:;,  for  as  they  thus  walked  the  path 
pf  Ufe..togcthcr,-rr-^--{be  w^nt;only  |urn^  ^de  unro 
another,  ^and  fied  6xv»  him. 

,It  is  the  mild  and  ^^iiiet  half  of  the  world,  who 
are  generally  outraged  and  borne  down  by  the  other 
half  of  it:  ^but  «i  this  they  bave  the . advantage, 
whatever  be  the  fenfe  of  J^heir  ^w^ongs,  that  prule 
/lands  QOt  fp  watchful  a  ceptinel  over  their  forgive- 
nefs,  ^s.a  does  in  the  breads  of  the.,  fierce  and  fro- 
^axd.  We  fhould  all  of  us,  .1  believe,  be  morefor- 
^iving  than  we, are,  would  the  world  but  give  us 
jeave ;  but  it  is  apt  to  interpofe  its  ill-office  in  re- 
jpailTions^  efpecially  of  this  jkind-:— -^T^be  truth  is,  it 


bu  its  lawsy  to  whkh  the  heart  is  not  always  a 
parry ;'aad. ads  fo  like  an  uafeelmg  engine  ia  all 
cafe,  without  diaindion,  that  it  requires  all  the 
imnefs  of  the  moft  fettled  homanitj  to  bear  u]^ 
agaioft  it. 

Maaj^i  bitter  conflid  would  the  Levite  have  to 
iii&un  with  himfelf  his  concubine-  ■  and  the 
feotimeots  of  his  tribe,  upon  the  wrong  done  hina  ; 
-—much  matter  for  pleading  ■  and  many  an  em* 
barrafling  account  on  all  fides.  In  a  period  of  four 
v^hole  months,  everjr  .pai&on  would  take  its  empire 
bj  turns  ;  and. in  the  ebbs  and  flows  of  the  lefs  un* 
trieodlj  ones,  Pitt  Would  find  fome  moments  to  be 

h«ard R£X.I6I0N  herfelf  would  not  be  filent 

Charitt  would  have  much  to  faj  ;*— and  thus  at* 
Wd,everj  objed  he  beheld  on  the  borders  of  Mount 
Ephtaim,— every  grot  and  grove  he  pafl^d  by,  would. 
foiicit  the  recolle&ion  of  former  kiudnefs,  and  awak<^ 
ea  an  advocate  in  her  behalf  more  powerful  than 
them  all. 

^'  Tyrant — I  grant  it  all" — ^he  would  cry,  ■  ■  *tis 
'*  fold  1  'tis  faithlefs. !  .But  why  is  the  door  ^f 
'<  mercy  to  be  fhut  for  ever  againft  it  ?  and  why  is 
<'  it  to  be  the  only,  fad  .crime  that  the  injured  may 
**  not  remit,  or  reafon  or  imagination  pafs  over 
**  ivithout  a  fear  ?— ^— Is  it  the  blackeft  ?  In  what  ca- 
**  talogue  of  human  offences  is  it  fo  marked  ?  or,  Is 
^*  it,  that  of  all  others  'tis  a  blow  mod  grievous  to 
*^  he  endured  ? — the  hear-c  cries  out.  It  is  fo  :  but  let 
mealkmyown.  Whet  pailions  are  they  which 
give  edge  and  fdj^ce  to  this  weapon  w  hich  has 
fimck  me  ?  and^  whether  it  is  not  my  own  pride, 
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'*  «s  much  as  mj  ▼irtveSy  which  at  this  moment  ez« 
^  cite  the  greateft  part  of  that  intoknible  anguifli  ia 
*^  the  woond  which  I  am  laying  to  her  charge  ?  Bat 
^  merciful  Heaven  !  was  it  otherwife,  why  is  an 
<*  unhappy  creature  of  thine  to  be  perfecuted  by  me 
'*  with  fo  much  cruel  revenge  and  rancorous  defpitc 
^  as  my  firft  tranfport  called  for  ?— — -Have  faults 

**  no  extenuations? ^Makes  it  nothing,  that  when 

'*  the  trefpais  was  committed,  fhe  forfook  the  part- 
*•  ner  of  her  guilt,  and  fled  diredly  to  her  father's 
^  houfe  i  And  is  there  no  dtffereoce  betwixt  one 
^  propenfely  going  out  of  the  road,  and  continuing 
there  through  depravity  of  will  and  a  baplefs 
wanderer  ftraying  by  dclufion,  and  warily  tread- 
ing back  her  ftcps  ?  ■  ■  Sweet  is  the  look  of  for- 
'*  row  for  an  offence,  in  a  heart  detarmined  neTei 
''  to  commit  it  more  !— -Upon  that  altar  only  could 
V  I  offer  up  my  wrongs.  Cruel  is  the  puni&ment 
**  which  an  ingenious  mind  will  take  upon  itfelfi 
**  from  the  remorfe  of  fo  hard  a  trefpafs  againft  me; 
<'  — and  if  that  will  not  balance  the  account, — jail 
•*  God  !  let  me  forgive  the  reft,     Mercy  weH  be- 

**  comes  the  heart  of  all  thy  creatures, but  mod 

*'  of  thy  fervant,  a  Levite,  who  offers  up  fo  manj 
**  daily  facrifices  to  thee,  for  the  tranfgreffions  of  thy 
**  people. 

— «*  But  to  little  purpofe,*'  he  would  add,  **  have 
«'  r  ferved  at  thy  altar,  where  my  bufinefs  was  to 
^*  fae  for  mercy,  had  I  not.  learned  to  pra&ife  it/' 

Peace  and  happinefs  reft  upon  the  head  and  heart 
of  every  man  who  can  thus  think* 

So  he  arofe  and  ivent  after  irr,  to  J^eai  friendly  to 
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her;^ia  the  original — "  to  fpeak  to  her  heart  ;*! 
to  apply  to  their  former  endearment8>-'-^ad  to  afk 
How  ihe  could  be  fo  unkind  to  him,  and  fo  very  un- 
kind to  herfelf  ?—— 

—Even  the  upbraidings  of  the  quiet  and  relenting 
are  fweet :  not  like  the  ftrivings  of  the  fierce  and  in- 
exorable, who  bite  and  devour  all  who  have  thwart-. 
ed  them  in  their  way ;— ^bttt  they  are  calm  and 
courteous,  like  the  fpirit  which  watches  over  their 
charader.  How  could  fuch  a  temper  woo  the  damfel^ 
and  not  bring  her  back  ?  or.  How  could  the  father 
ofthedamfel,  in  ftich  a  fcene,  have  a  heart  open  to 
sny  impreflSons  but  thofe  mentioned  io  the  text  ?— ^ 
That  when  bejcn&  bm^  be  rejoiced  to  meet  bim  ,•— — * 
^■ged  his  ftay  from  day  to  day,  with  that  ittoft  irre- 
Mable  of  all  invitations,—"  Comfort  tby  beart^  and 
"  tarry  all  nigbt^  and  lit  tbine  beart  be  merry  J^' 

If  mercy  and  trutb  thus  met  together  in  fettling 
tl^is  account.  Love  would  furely  be  of  the  party  : 
great— -great  is  its  power  in  cementing  wlmt  has 
Wen  broken,  and  wiping  our  wrongs  even  from  the 
nitmory  iifelf ;  and  fo  it  was— for  the  Levitc  arofe 
"P»  and  with  him  his  concubine  and  his  fcrvant,  and 
^^ey  departed. 

It  fervcs  no  purpofe  to  purfue  the  ftory  further ; 
"^e  cataflrophe  is  horrid,  and  would  lead  us  beyond 
the  particular  purpofe  for  which  I  have  enlarged  up- 
on this  much  of  it,  and  that  is»  to  difcredit  rafli  j  udg* 
"^ent,  and  illuftrate,  from  the  manner  of  conduf^iiiff 
this  drama,  the  courtefy  which  the  dramatis  perj^mc^ 
^t  every  other  piece  may  have  a  right  to.  Almoft 
*w  half  of  our  time,  is  fpent  ia  telling  and  hearing: 

^  3 
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CTil  of  one  another— —fome  unfortunate  knight  is 

always  upon  the  ftage — and  every  hour  bringt  forth 

fomething  flrange  and  Hrrible  to  fill  up  our  difeobrfe 

and  our  aftoniihmenty  ^*  How  people  can  be  fo  fool- 

ifh  !»_and  *tis  well  if  the  compliment  ends  there  ; 

fo  that  there  is  not  a  focial  virtue  for  which  there  is  (& 

conftant  a  demand  ;— or,  confequentlj,  fo  well  worth 

cultivating,  as'  that  ivhich  oppofes  this   unfriendlj 

current — Many  and  rapid* are  the  fprings  which  feed 

it,  and  various  and  fudden,    Gob    knows,    are  the 

galls  which  render  it  unfafe  to  us  in  this   (hort  paf- 

fage  of  our  life»     Let  us  make  the  difcourfe  as  fer* 

viceable  as  we  can,   by   tracing  {bme  ojf  the  niofl 

remarkable  of  them  up  to  their  fpurcc. 

And,  firft,  there  is  one  miferable  inlet  to  this  evil, 

and  which,  by  the  way,  if  fpeculation  is  fuppofed 

to  precede  pradice,  may  have  been  derived,  for 
aught  I  know,  from  fome  of  our  bufied  inquirers 

after  nature,— and  that  is,  when  with  more  z.eal  than 
knowledge  we  account  for  phenomena,  before  we 
are  fure  of  their  exiflenee.-— /^  is.  POt  the  manner  nf 
the  Romans  to  condemn  any  man  to  death  (much  lefs  to 

be  martyred),  faid  Feftus; and  doth  our  lawjudp 

any  man  hef ore  it  hear  him^  and  know  what  be  doth 
cried  Nicodemus  ; and  he  that  an/wereth,  or  de- 
termine th,  a  tnatter  before  he  has  heard  it, //  w 

folly  andajhame  unto  bim^-^^'-^We  are  generally  in 
fuch  a  hafte  to  make  oyr  own  decrees,  that  we  pafs 
over  the  juftice  of  thcfc,i-^nd'  then  the  fcenc  is  (o 
ehai^ed  by  it,  that  'tis  our  own  folly  only  which  is 
real,  and  that  of  the  accufed,  which,  is  imaginary* 
through  too  much  precipitancy  it  will  h»ppn  f^i 


Md  then  the  jeft  is  fpoil'd — or  we  have  criticifed  our' 
WD  fliadow. 

A  fecond  way  is  When  the,procefs  goes  on  more 
orderljr,  and 'We  begin  with*  getting  iuformation,— ^ 
but  do  it  from  thoi<§  ftt{pe£led  evidences,  againft 
Tvhich  our  Saviour  w^rns  us,  when  he  bids  usT 
**  not  to  judge  according  to  appearance ;" — in  truth  *tis" 
behind  thefe  that  moft  of  the  things  which  blind  hu^^ 
man  judgment  He  concealed  : — &l:d, -on  the  contrary,, 
there  are  many  things  which  appear  to  be  which 
are  not  Cbrift  came  eating  and  drinking-^^ebold  d 
viine  bibber  J  ■  he  fat  with  finners — he  was  their 
frieod: — in  many:  cafes  of  which  kind,  Truth,  like  a 
modeft  matrDOy'  (corns  at— and  difdains  to  prefs  her- 
&lf  forwards  into  the  circle  to  be  feen  ;— grounds  fuf- 
feient  for  Su/pician  to  draw  up  the  libel — for  Maiice 

fogive  the  torture, or  t2^&L  J udgt/ient  to  (i.ivt  up 

a»d  pafs  a  final  fentence. 

A  third- way  is,  when  the  fadte  which  denote  mif- 
condud:  are  lefs  difputable,  but  are  commented  up-' 
on  with  an  afperity>(cenfure,  which  a  humane  or 
a  gracious  temper  would  fpare;  an  abhorrence  againft 
what  is  criminal,,  is  fo  fair  a  plea  for  this,  and  looks 
fo  like  virtue  in  the  face,  that  in  a  fermon  againft 
ra(h  judgment,  it  would  be  unfeafonable  to  call  it  in 
qucftioo,— and  yet,  I  declare,  in  the  fuHeft  torrent 
of  exclamations  which  the  guilty  can  defe^ve,  that 
thefipmle  apoftrophe,  "  Who  made  thee  to  differ  ? 
"  why  was  not  I  an  example  ?"  would  touch  my 
heart  more,  and  give  me  a  better  earneft  of  the 
commentators,*— —*— than  the  moft  corroiive.  period 
you  could  add.     The  punifliment  of  the  unhappy,  I 
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fear,  Is  enough  without  it: — and,  were  it  not,-^ 
nis  piteous,  the  tongue  of  a  Chriftian,  whofe  religion 
is  all  candour  and  courtefy,  fliould  be  made  the  exe- 
cutioner. We  find  in  the  difcourfe  between  Abra- 
ham and  the  rich  man,  though  the  one  was  in  hea- 
ven, and  the  other  in  hell,  jet  (till  the  patriarch 
treated  him  with  mild  language  :—iSbify—-5o//, 
remember  that  thou  in  tby  lifetime^  &c.  ficc.— And  in 
the  difpute  about  the  body  of  M ofes,  between  the 
Archangel  and  the  devil  (bimfclf ),  St.  Jude  tells  us, 
he  durft  not  bring  a  railing  accufation  againd  him  ; 
— 'twas  unworthj  his  high  charaAer,  and,  indeed, 
might  have  been  impolitic  too ;  for  if  he  had  ^as  one 
of  our  divines  notes  upon  the  paffage),  the  devil  had 
been  too  hard  for  him  at  railing, — 'twas  his  own 
weapon,  and  the  bafcft  fpirits,  after  his  example 
are  moft  expert  at  it. 

This  leads  me  to  the  obfervation  of  a  fourth  cruel 
inlet  to  this  evil,  and  that  is,  the  defire  of  being 
thought  men  of  wit  and  parts,  and  the  vain  expeda- 
tioii  of  coming  honcftly  bj  the  title,  by  (hrewd  and 
farcaftic  reflections  upon  whatever  is  done  in  the 
World.  This  is  fetting  up  trade  upon  the  broken 
ftock  of  other  people's  failings, — perhaps  their  mis- 
fortunes:— fo,  much  good  may  it  do  them  with 
what  honour  they  can  get, — the  furtheft  extent  of 
which,  1  think,  is  to  be  praifed,  as  we  do  fomc 
fauces,  with  tears  in  our  eyes.  It  is  a  commerce 
moft  illiberal ;  and  as  it  requires.no  vaft  capital,  too 
many  imbark  in  it  :  and  fo  long  as  there  arc  bad 
paffions  to  be  gratified, — and  bad  heads  to  judge, 
with  fuch  it  may  pafs  for  wit ;  or,  at  Icaft,  like  foffic 
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vik  relation  whom  all  the  family  is  afbamed  of, 
claim  kindred  with  it,  even  in  better    companies* 
Whatever  be  the  degree  of  its  affinity,  it  has  helped 
to  give  wit  a  bad  name,  as  if  the  main  efience  of  it 
was  fatire:  certainly  there  is  a  difference  betweea 
hitternefs  and  Saltnefs^ — : — that  is,  between  the  ma- 
lignity  and  the  feftivity  of  wity     ■    the  one  is  amer& 
quickaefs  of  apprehenfion,  void  of  humanity ,-^and  is 
a  talent  of  the  devil  y  the  other  comes  from  the  Fa« 
ther  uf  fpiritSy  fo  pure  and  abilraded  from  perfons,. 
that  willingly  it  hurts  no  man :  or^  if  it  touches  up«^ 
on  an  indecorum,  *tis  with  that  dexterity  of  true  ge- 
nius, which  enables  him  rather  to  give  a  new  colour 
to  the  abfurdity,  and  let  it  pafs. — He  may  fmile  at 
the  fliape  of  the  obelifk  raifed  to  another^s  fame  ;•— 
W  the  malignant  wit  will  level  it^at  once  with  the. 
ground,  and  build  his  own  upon  the  ruins  of  it.— 

What  then,  ye  rafli  cenfurers  of  the  world  !  Have- 
je  no  manfions  for  your  credit,  but  thofe  froia 
whence  ye  have  extruded  the  right  owners  ?  Are 
there  no  regions  for  you  to  fliine  in,  that  ye  defcend 
for  it  into  the  low  caverns  of  abufe  and  crimination  ? 
Have  ye  no  feats — s— but  thofe  of  the  fcornful  to  fit 
down  in  ?  If  Honour  has  miftook  his  road^  or  the  Vir-^ 
^^iy  in  their  exceffes,  have  approached  too  near  the- 
confines  of  Vice,  are  they  therefore  to  be  caft  down 
the  precipice  ?  Muft  Beautt  for  ever  be  trampled 
upon  in  the  dirt,  for  one — one  falfe  Hep  ?  And  fliall 
no  one  virtue  or  good  quality,  out  of  the  thoufanA 
^t  fair  penitent  may  have  left, — flball  not  one  of 
them  be  fuffercd  to  ftand'by  ber> — Juft  God.  of 
heaven  and  earth  ! 
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--But  thou  art  merciful,  loving,  and  righteous^ 
and  lookffl  d«>wn  vrith  pitj  upon  thefe  ivrongs  thy 
fervants  do  unto  e?xh  other  :  pardon  us,  we  befeech 
thee,  for  tliem,  ind  all  our  tranfgreffibns ;  let  it  not 
be  remember'd,  that  we  were  brethren  of  the  fame 
ffefb,  the  fame  feelings  and  infirmities.  O  my  God  ! 
write  it  not  down  in  thy  book,  that  thou  madeft  us 
merciful  after  thy  own  image ;  that  thou  haft 
given  us  a  religion-  fa  courteous,-— fo  good  tempered, 
•—that  every  precept  of  it  carries  a  balm  along  with 
it  to  heal  the  forenefs  of  our  natures,  and  fweeten 
our  fpirits,  that  we  might  live  with  fuch  kind  inter- 
courfe  in  this  world,,  as  will  fit  us  to  elift  together 
in  a  better. 


/ 
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Felix's    Behaviour    towards    Paul,    exa- 
mined. 
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He  hoped  alfo,  that  money  (hould  have  been  given  liim  of  Paul, 

that  he  might  loofc  him. 

A  NOBLE  objeft  to  take  up  the  confide  rat ioti  of  the 
Roman  governor  ? 

•— — "  He  hoped  that  money  Jbould  have  been  given 
**  /6//a/"  ■  ..for  what  end  ?  to  enable  him  to  judg« 
betwixt  right  and  wrong  !^ — ^and,.  From  whence  was 
it  to  be  wrung  ?  from  the  poor  fcrip  of  a  difciple  of 
the  carpenter's  fon,  who  left  nothing  to  his  follow^ 
ers  but  poverty  and  fufFerings  ■      ■' 

And  was  tli is  Felix  ! — the  great,  the  noble  Felix  ! 
""?clix  the  happy! — the  gallant  Felix- who  kept 

DrufiUa! Could  he  do  this? Safe   paffion  t 

what  canft  thou  not  make  us  do  ? 

Let  us  confider  the  whole  tranfaAion. 

I'au],  in  the  beginning  of,  this  chapter,*  had  been- 
^tttufed  before  Felix,  by  TcttuUus,  of  very  grievous 

crimes, of  being,  a  peftilcnt  fellow — a  mover  of 

feditions^  and  a  pxofaner  of  the  temple^  &c.-t — To 

K6 
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of  afc  to  raife  conjedures  upon  it,  there  feems  hxst 
too-  probable  grounds  for  fuch  a  fuppoiition.  It  feems 
that  DrufiUa,  whofe  curiofity,  upon  a  double  account 
had  led  her  to  hear  Paul— (for  ihe  was  a  daughter  of 
AbrahaiB— — as'weU  as  of  Eve)  was  a  chara£ler 
which  might  have  figured  very  well  even  in  our  own 
times  ;  for,,  as  Jofephos  teHs  bs,  fhe  had  left  the  Jew 
her  hufbandy  and  without  any  pretence  in  their  law 
to  jufttfy  a  divorce,  had  given  herfelf  up  without  ce^ 
remony  to  Felix  ;,  for  which  caufe,  though  fhe  is  here 
called  his  wife,  flie  was^  in  reafon  and  jiiftice,  the 
wife  of  another  many<— and  confequently  lived  in  an 
open  fiate  of  adultery.  So  that  when  Paul,  in  ex- 
plaining th«  faith  of  Christ,  took  oceafion  to  argue 
upon  the  morality  of  the  Gofpel; — and  urged  the 
eternal  laws  of  j.uftice,  the  unchangeable  obligations 

to  temperance,  of  which  cbafiity  was  a  branch, 

it  was  fcarce  poflible  to  frame  his  difcourfe  fo  (bad 
ke  wiihed  to  temporize)  but  that  either  her  intereil 
or  her  love  muft  have  taken  offence :  and  though  we 
do  not  read,  like  Felix,  that  fhe  trembled  at  the  ac- 
county  'tis  yet  natural  to  iniagine  ihe  was  afieded 
with  other  paifions,  of  which  the  apoftle  might  feel 
the  effeAs— -and  'twas  well  he  fufiered  no  more,  if 
two  fuch  violent  enexnies  as  Lull  and  Avarice  were 
combined  againfl  him. 

But  this  by  the  way— fo^as  the  text  feems  only  to 
acknowledge  one  of  thefe  motives,  it  h  notour  buii- 
nefs  to  affign  the  other» 

It  is  obfervable,,  that  this  fame  apoflIe,^eaking^ 
in  the  epiftle  to  Timothy,,  of  the  ill  eSc&s  of  this 
fame  ruling  paf&on^  af&rms^  that  it  is  the  root  of  alt 
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tfU;.  aod  I  make  no  doabt  bat  the  remembrance  of 
his  own  fu^rings  .had  no  fmall  (hare  ia  the  £e verity 
of  the  rtfledlion.^-Jofinlte  are  the  examples^  where 
thf  love  of  money  is  oul j  a  fubordinate  and  minifte-^ 
n'al  paflioiiy  ejcerciiCed  for  the  fupport  of  fome  otbec: 
vices :  and  'tis  generally  found,  when  there  is  either 
unbition,  prodigalitj,  or  lull,  to  be  fed  by  it,  that 
it  then  rages  with  the  lead  merer  and  difcretton  ;  in 
which  cafes,  ftridly  fpeaking,  it  is  not  the  root  oS 
other  evils,  but  other  evils  are  th6  root  of  it, 

Tliis  forces  me  to  recal  what  I  have  faid  upon  co-> 
vetQBibei&  as*  a  Vice  not  naturally  cruel:  it  is  not  apt 
to  reprefent  itfelf .  to  oar  iouiginations,  at  firll  fight,. 
under  that  idea ;  we  confider  it  only  asj  a  mean^ 
\vorthlefs  turn  of  nund,. incapable  of  judging  or  doing 
vthat  is  right :  bat  as  it  is^  a  vice  which  does  not  al- 
ways £et  up  for  itfelf^i — to  know  truly  what  it  is  in 
this  refped,-  we  muft  know  what  mailers  it  ferves ; 
-— *-they  are  many,  and  of  various  cads  and  hu*> 
mour^,— ^nd  each  one  lends  it  fomething  of  its 
own  complexional  tint  and  chara£ler^ 

This,  I  fuppofe,  may  be  the  caufe  that  there  is  a 
gi'cater  and  more  whimfical  myflery  in  the  love  of 
^oney,  than  in  the  darkeil  and  moil  nonfeniical  pro* 
blem  that  ever  was  pored  on. 

Even  at  the  befi^  and  when  the  paf&on  feems  to 
^k  nothing  mose  than  its  own  amufement,— there 
i&  little    ■     very  little,  I  fear,  to  be  faid  for  its  hu*- 

loanity. It  may  be  a  fport  to  the  mifer ; ^but 

cooiider-^t  mufl.  be  death  and  defirudion  to  others*. 
—The  moment  this  fordid  humour  begins  to  govern 
•--farewell  all  bcneft  and  oatural  affedions !.  fareweE- 
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all  he  owes  to  parents,  to  children^  to  friends ! 
How  fall  the  obligations  vaniih  !  See — he  is  now 

ftrippedof  all  feelings  whatever: the  (htiU  cry  of 

Ju (lice— and  the  lo  w  lamentation  of  humble  di- 
ilrefsy  are  notes  equally  beyond  his  coinpafs.— £ter. 
nal  God  !  fee  !— he  paflcs  by  one  whom  thou  haft 
juft  bruifedy  without  one  penfive  refleftion  :-— be 
enters  the  cabin  of  the  widow,  \¥hofe  hufband  and 
child  thou  haft  taken  to  thyfelf, — exads  his  bond, 
without  a  figh  ! — Heaven  !  if  I  am  to  be  tempted,— 
let  it  be  by  glory,  by  ambition, — ^bj  fome  ge- 
nerous and  manly  vice : — I  f  I  muft  fall,  let  it  be  by 
fome  paflion  which  tht>u  haft  planted  in  my  nature, 
which  fliall  not  harden  my  heart,  but  leave  me  room 
at  laft  to  retreat  and  come  back  to  Thee  ! 

It  would  be  eafy  here  to  add  the  common  arg«. 
ments  which  reafon  offers  againft  this  vice;  but  they 
are  fo  well  underftood,  both  in  maoiher  and  form, — 
it  is  needlefs. 

I  might  cite  to  you  what  Seneca  fays  upon  it— — 
but  the  misfortune  is,  that  at  the  fame  time  he  was 
writing  againft  riches,  he  was  enjoying  a  great  eftate,  | 
and   uiing  every  means    to   make  that  eftate  fliU 
greater. 

With  infinite  pleafure  might  a  preacher  enrich  his 
difcourfe  in  this  place,  by  weaving  into  it  all  the 
fmart  things  which  ancient  or  modern  witsh  ave 
faid  upon  the  love   of  money  :-^he  might   inform 

**— — That   poverty   wants   fome  things— »^tbit   I 
**  covetoufnefs  wanteth  all." 

«'  That  a  raifer  can  only  be  faid  to  haTe  riches,  as   I 
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"  a  fick  man  has  a  fever,  which  holds  and  tjran- 
"  nizcs  over  the  man — not  he  over  it." 

"  That  covetoufnefs  is  the  ihirt  of  the  foul, — the 
"  laft  vice  it  parts  with." 

"  The  nature  is  content  with  few  thingSy*-or 
"  thst  nature  is  never  fatisfied  at  al]/'  Sec. 

The  refledion  of  our  Saviour,  That  the  life  of 
man  con/iftetb  not  in  the  abundance  of  the  things  vsbicb 
^f  Pojffijffith^ — ^fpeaks  more  to  the  heart, — and  the 
finglc  hint  of  the  Comely  and  what  a  very  narrow 
piflage  he  has  to  go  through, — has  more  coercion 
iQ  It,  than  all  the  fee-faws  of  philofophj. 

I  fliall  endeavour  therefore  to  draw  fuch  other 
Ttfledions  from  this  piece  of  facred  hiftory,  as  arc 
applicable  to  human  life, and  more  likely  to  be 

Ilbere  is  nothing  generally  in  which  our  happi* 
^<fs  and  honour  are  more  nearly  concerned,  than  in 
lorming  true  notions  both  of  men  and  things ;  for 
in  proportion  as  we  think  rightly  of  them,  we  ap- 
prove OQrfclvcs  to  the  world, — and  as  we  govern 
ourfdves  by  fuch  judgments,  fo  we  fecure  our  peace 
and  well-being  in  pafHog  through  it:  the  falfe  fteps 
'i»d  mifcarriages  in  life,  ifluing  from  a  defeft  in 
^iiis  capital  point,  are  fo  many  and  fatal,  that  there 
fan  be  nothing  more  inftruflive  than  an  inquiry 
*nto  the  caufes  of  this  perverfion,  which  often  ap- 
pears fo  very  grofs  in  us,  that  wfcre  you  to  take  a 
View  of  the  world    ■      fee  what  notions  it  entertains, 

aod  by  what  coniiderations  it  is  governed, ^you 

^onld  fay  of  the  miftakes  of  human  judgment,  what 
the  prophet  does  of  the  folly  of  human  actions- 
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"  That  w€  were  wife  to  do  evif,  but  to  judge  rightly^ 
**  bad  no  underjlanding^'* 

That  in    many  dark  and  abftra£led  qmeftions  <  o£ ! 
mere  fpeculation,  we  fbould  err.     »   is  not  firsinge  r 
we  live  among  niyfterics  and  riddles,    and   almoft 
every  thing  which  conjcs  in  our  way, -in  one  light-j 
OF  other,  may  be  faid  to  baffle  our  underftandings  ? 
■  yet  feldbm  fo  as  to  miftake  in  extremities,  anci 

take  one  contrary  for  another. *Tis  very   rarc^ 

for  inftance,  that  we  take  the  virtue  of  a  plant  to  be^ 
hot,  when  it  is  extremely  cold, — or^  that  we  try  the 

experiment  of  opium,  to  keep  us  wakhig ; ^yct^ 

this  we  are  continually  attempting  in  the  conduS 
of  life,  as  well  afr  in  the  gscat  ends-  and  meafures  of 
lt«  Tiiat  fuch  wrong  deter mindtions  in  Us,  do  not  arife 
from  any  defeft  of  judgment  inevitably  mifleading^ 
i2$«.would  reile6l  diihonour  upon  GoD;  as  if  he 
had  made  and  fent  man  into  the  world  on  purpofe- 
to  play  the foDl.-  His  all  boimiLful  hand -made  his 
judgment,  like  his  heart,  upright  \  and  the  inftance^ 
of  his  fagaclty,  in  other  things,,  abundantly  confirn> 
it.  Wc  are  led  therefore  in  courfe  t©  a  -fuppofition^ 
that)  in  all  inconfiftent  inftances,  there  is  a  fecret 
bias,  fomehow  orothcr,  bung,  upon  the  noiind,.  whiclk 
turns  it  afide  from. reason  ^nd  truth. 

What  this  is,-  if  we  do  not  care  to  fearch  for -it  in 
ourfelves,  we  fliall  find  it  regiftered  in  this  tranfac-^ 
tion  of  Felix  :  and  we  may  depend,  that  in  all  w^rong 
Judgments  whatever,  .in  fuch  plain  cafes  as  this,  that 
the  fame  explanation  muft  be  given  of  it,  which  is 
given  in  the  text, — namely, — that  it  is  fome  felfi/h 
CQnilderation' — ^Ibme    fwcret  dirty,  engngcmont  with 
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fomc  little  appetite^  which  does  us  fo  much  di£- 
honour* 

The  jjidgments  of  the  more  diiinterefted  and  im- , 
partial  of  us,  receive  Yio  fmall  tincture  fronrour  af- 
fedions :  we  generally  confiilt  them  in  all  doubtful 
points,  and  it  happens  well  if  the  matter  in  queftion 
isootalmoft  fettled  before  the  asbitrator  is  called 

into  the    debate But   in   the  mii>^re  flagrant  in- 

flances^  when  the  paffions  govern  the  whole  man^ 
*tis  tnelancholy  to  fee  the  office  to  which  Reafon^ 
the  great  prerogative  of  his  nature,  is  reduced-; 
{erving  the  lower  appetites  in  the  difhoneft  drudge 
trj  of  finding  out  arguments  to  jullifj  the  prefent 

To  judge  rightly  of  our  o^n  worth,  we  fhould 
icute  a  little  from  the  world,  to  fee  all  its  pleafures 
-^fld  pain&  too — ^in  their  proper,  fize  and  dimen- 
fioos^This,  no  doiibt,  was  the  reafon  St.  Paul, 
when  he  iotended  ta  convert  Felix,  began  his  dif- 
courfc  upon  the  day  of  judgment,  on  purpofe  to  take 
the  heart  off  from  this  world  and  its  pleafures,  which 
dillionour  the  underftanding  fo  as  to  turn  tlie  wifeA 
of  naen  into  fools  and  children. 

If  you  eularge  your  obfervations  upon  thi&plan, 
you  will,  find  where  the  evil  lies  which  has  fupport- 
ed  thofe  defp.erate  opinions  which  have  fo  long  di- 
vided the  Chriftian  world-:— — and  are.  likely  to  di- 
vide it  for  ever. 

Confider  popery  well ;  you  will  be  convinced,, 
that  the  trueft  definition  which  can  be  given  of  it,. 
^^i-^That  it  isL  a  pecuniary  fyftetn,  well  contrived  to 
'perate  upon    men's   paffions  and  weakncfsj^  whilft 
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their  pockets  arc  ©'picking.  Ran  through  all  the 
points  of  difference  between  us, — and  when  you  fee, 
that,  in  every  one  of  them,  they  ferve  the  fame  end 
which  Felix  had  in  view,  either  of  money  or  power 
«^there  is  little  room  left  to  doubt  whence  the  cloud 
arifes  which  is  fpread  over  the  undcrftanding. 

If  this  reafoning.  is  concluiive  with  regard  to  thofe 
who  merely  differ  from  us  in  religion, — ^Ict  us  try  if 
it  will  not  hold  good  with  regard  to  thofe  who  have 
none  at  all, — or  rather,  who  affeft  to  treat  all  per- 
fuafions  of  it  with  ridicule  alike.     Thanks  to  good 
fienfe,  good  manners,   and  a  more  enlarged   know, 
ledge,  this  humour  is  going  down,  and  feems  to  be 
fettling,  at  prefenf,  chiefly  amongft  the  inferior  claf- 
fes  of  people— where  it  is  likely  to  reft.     As  for  the 
loweft  ranks,  though  they  are  apt  enough  to  follow 
the  modes  of  their  betters,  yet  are  they  not  likely  to 
be  ftruck  with  this  one,  of  making  merry  with  that 
which  is  their  confolation ;  they  are  too  ferious  a  fet 
of  poor  people  ever  heartily  to  enter  into  it.— 

There  is  enough,  however,  of  it  in  the  world,  to 
fay  that  this  all-facred  fyflem,  which  holds  the  world 
in  harmony  and  peace,  is  too  often  the  firft  obje^b 
that  the  giddy  and  incofiderate  make  choice  of  to 
try  the  temper  of  their  wits  upon.     Now,  of  the 
numbers  who  make  this  experiment,  do  you  believe 
that  one  in  a  thoufand  does  it  from  conviction,— 
or  from  arguments  which  a  courfe  of  ftudy— much 
cool  reafoning — and  fober    inquiry    into  antiquity, 
and  the  true  merits  of  the  queAion,  have  fumifhed 
him  with  ?   ■■      The  years  and  way  of  life  of  the 
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moft  forward  of  thefe,  lead  us  to  a  different  explana- 

tioa. 

Religion,  which  lajs  fo  many  reftraints  upon  us, 
is  a  troublefome  companion  to  thofe  who  will  hj 
00  reftraints  upon  themfelves  ;  and  for  this  rea- 
son there  is  nothing  more  common  to  be  obferved, 
tfaaa  that  the  little  arguments  and  cavils,  which  fuch 
men  have  gathered  up  againft  it,  in  the  earlj  part 
of  their  lives,  how  coniiderahle  foever  thej  maj 
have  appeared,  when  viewed  through  their  paiCons 
and  prejudices,  which  give  an  unnatural  tarn  to  all 
objeds^— yet,  when  the  edge  of  appetite  has  been 
worn  down,  and  the  heat  of  the  purfuit  pretty  well 
over,.^— *.and  reafon  and  judgment  have  got  poflef- 
iioa  of  their  empire 

<— — They  feldom  fail  of  bringing  the  loft  iheep 
hick  to  his  fold. 

May  God  bring  us  all  there.     Amen* 


1'  t.  *■ 
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The  Prodigal  Son. 


Att^  not  many  days  after,  the  younger  f«n  gathered  all /he  had 
together,  and  took  his  journey  into  a  far  conntry.— 

1  KKOW  not  whether  the  remark  is  to  our  honour  or 
otherwife,— >that  leiTons  of  wifdom  have  never  fach 
power  over  u;^  as  when  thej  ace  wrought  into»ihe 
heart  through  the  ground- work  of  a  flory  which  en^- 
gages  the  paflions.  Is  it,  that  we  are  like  iron,  and 
xnuft  firit  be  heated  before  we  can  be  wrought  upon? 
or,  Is  the  heart  fo  in  love  with  deceit,  that  where  a 
true  report  will  not  reach  i|,  we  muft  cheat  it  witk 
a  fable^  in  order  to  come  at  truth  ? 

Whether  this  parable  of  the  prodigal  (for  .fo  it  is 
ufualljr  called}.— ^i^is  reallj  fuct),  or  built  upon  feme 
ftorj  known  at  that  time  in  Jerufalem,  is  not  much 
to  the  pnrpofe ;  it  is  given  us  to  enlarge  upon,  and 
turn  to  the  beft  moral  account  we  can. 

**  A  certain  maQ,"  fays  our  Saviour,  '*  had  two 
^*  fons,  and  the  younger  of  them  faid  to  his  fatber^ 
-"  Give  me  the  portion  of  goods  which  falls  to  mc: 
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^  and'he  divided  unto  ^em  his  fttbftaxKe.  And  not 
"  many  days  after,  the  younger* ^fon  gathered  all  to- 
**  gether,  and  took  his  journey  into  a  i'ar  country, 
"  and  their  wafted  his  fubftancc  with  riotous  liting^" 
The  account  is  (hort :  the  interefting  and  pathetic 
psflages  with  which  fuch  a  tranfadlion  would  be  ne- 
<;e£aaly.  conned:edy  are '  left  to '  be-  fupplied'  by  the 
heart  :—^»— the  ftory  is -filent-^but  naturir  is  not:--- 
zntKh  kind  advice,  and  many  a  tender  expoftolation, 
would  fall  from  the  ^iAther'-s  lips,  no  doubt,  upon 
this  occafion. 

'iHe  would  difiViade  hirfon  from  the'folly  of  fo  ra& 
9n  enterprife,  by  ihowing  him  the  dangers  of  the 
journey,— the  inexperience  of  his  age,— the  hazards 
hi»lile,  his^  fortune,  his  virtue  would  run,  without 
a  guide,  without  st  friend  :  he  \yould  tell  him  of  the 
many  fnares  and  temptations  which  he  had  to  avoid 
or  encounter, ,  at  every  ftep,  the  pileafures  which 
would  folicit '  him.  in  every  luxurious  court,—^— the 
little  knowledge  he  could  gain —  except  that  of  evil ; 
he  would  fpeak  of  the  feduAions  of  women,-'^their 

charms r*their  poifions  ;-^what  haplefs  indulgences 

he  might  give  way-to,  when'-far  frond  reftraint-  and 
the  check  ef  giving  his  father  pain. 

'  The  difittafive  v;ould  but  inflame  his  ddfire. — 
He  gathers  all  together. 
.  I  fee  the  pifture  of  his  departure— —the  ca- 
mels and  afles  leaden  with  his  fubftance,  detached 
on  one  fide  of  the. piece, .^and  alreadyvon  their  way 
r— the  prodigal  fon'ftanding  on  the 'fore  ground,'  with 
a  forced  fedatenefs,  flruggling  againft  the  fluttering 
movement   of  .joy,  upon  his  deliverstpce  from  re^ 


firatnt :  the  elder  brother  bedding  his  hand,  as 
if  unwilling  ta  let  it  go : — the  father^ — fad  tnoment  I 
vritb  a  firm  look,  coyering  a  prophetic  fentiinenr^ 
^  that  all  would  not  go  well  wkh  his  child,*'-— ap« 
proichiiig  to  embrace  him  and  bid  him  adieus- 
Poor  inconfiderate  youth  !  From  whofe  arms  art 
thou  flying?  Frmn  what  a  flielter  art  tbou  going 
forth  into  the  ftorm  ?  Art  thou  weary  of  a  fadier's 
afieAton,  of  a  father's  care  ?  or,  Hopeft  tbou  to  find 
a  warmer  interefr,  a  truer  coun&llor,  or  a  kinder 
friend  in  a  land  of  ftrangers,  where  youth  is.  made  i 
prey,  and  fo  many  thoufands  are  ccmfederated  to  de- 
ceive them,  and  live  by  their  fpoils  ? 

We  will  feek  no  farther  than  this  idea,  for  the  tx* 
travaganciea  by  which  the  prodigal  fon  added  one 
unhappy  example  to  the  number. :  his  fortune  wall- 
ed—the followers  of  it  fled  in  courle— the  wants  of 
nature  remain ;  ■  the  hand  of  Gob  gone  forth  a« 
gainft  him  **  for  when  he  hadjpent.  all^  a  mghij 
**  famne  arofe  in  that  coxoi^rj^."— Heaven  !  bare 
pity  upon  the  youth,  for  he  is  in  hunger  anddiftreis 
*—ftrayed  out  of  the  reach  of  a  parent,  who  counts 
every  hour  of  his  abience  with  anguiih— *cut  off 
from  all  his  tender  offices  by  his  folly— and  frcin 
relief  and  charity  from  others  by  the  calamity  of 
the  times- 
Nothing  fo  powerfully  calls  home  the  mind  as  di« 
ftrefs  :  the  tenfe  fibre  then  relaxe8,-»»the  foul  retires 
to  itfelfy«iJ(its  penfive  and  fufceptible  of  right  iopref* 
fion»:.  if  we  have  a  friend,  'tis  then  we  think  of 
him  ;  if  a  beoefii&or,  at  thai:  moment  all  his  kind- 
nefles  prefs  upon  our  mindw—Gracious  and  bovnti- 
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f«!  Goo  !  is  it  not  for  this  that  they  who  in  their 
profperity  forget  thee,  do  jet  remember  and  return 
to  thee  in  the  hour  of  their  forrow  ?  When  our  heart 
if  in  beavinefs,  upon  whom  can  we  think  but  Thee, 
whoknoweft  our  neceiEties  afar  off,*-^putteft  all  our 

tears  in  thj  bottle, feeft  everj  careful  though t^ 

-^heareft  every  figh  and  melancholy  groan  we  ut- 
ter ? 

Strange  !  -  ■■■  that  we  ihould  only  begin  to  think 
of  God  with  comfort,  when  with  joy  and  comfort 
we  can  thbk  of  nothing  dfe. 

Maafurely  is  a  compound  of  riddles  and  contra* 
didioos :  by  the  law  of  ^his  nature  he  avoids  pain, 
^yet  UtUefs  bt  fvffers  in  theJUJbfhewillnotceafi 
fi^Jiny  though  it  is  fure  to  bring  pain  and  mifery 
^pott  his  htad  for  ever. 

Whilft  all  went  pleafurably  t>n  with  the  prodigal, 
rehear  not  one  word  concerning  his  father-— *— no 
P^g  of  remorfe-for  the  fufferings  in  which  he  had 
left  him,  or  refolution  of  returning,  to  make  up  th« 
account  of  his  foUy.  His  firft  hour  of  difirefs  feem. 
^  to  be  his  firft  hour  of  wifdom  :■  -  When  be  cam9 
^  ^mfelfy  hefaidy  How  many  hind f truants  of  my  father 
iow  hrtad  enough  and  tofpare^  whilfi  Iperijb  ! 

Of  all  the  terrors  of  nature,  that  of  one  day  or 
oi\\ei  dying  by  hunger  is  the  greateft-;  and  it  is  wifely 
^ove  into  our  frame  to  awaken  man  to  induftry,  and 
^ forth  his  talents;  «nd  though  wefeem  to  go  on 
ttrelefsly,  fporting  with  it  as  we  do  with  other  ter« 
iors,-.jet,  he  that  fees  this  enemy  fairly,  and  in  his 
*^oft  frightful  fliape,  will  need  no  long  remonflrance 
'^oniakehim  turn  out  of  the  way  to  avoid  him. 
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It  was  thc^cafe  of  the  pro4igalr-lie  arrfelto  go  to 

his  father,-, 

^Alas  !  How  fliall  he  tell  bis  dory  ?  Ye  who 

have  trod  this  round,  jtell  me  in-what  words  he  fliall 
give  in  to  his  father  the  fad  Items  of  his  extavagancc 

joid  folly  ? 

,— The  feafts  and  banquets  which  he  gave^to  whole 
cities  in  the  caft^tbe  cofts  of  Afiatic  rarities,  and  of 

Afiatic  cooks  to  4refs  thena, the  expcnces  of  fing- 

ing  men  and  fmging  women,, the  flute,  the  harp, 

the  fackbut,  arid  of  all  kinds  of  mufic,~the  drefs  of 
the-Pcrfian  courts,1iow  magnificent !  theiHkveshow 
numerous  I— their  chariots,  their  horfcs,  their  palaces, 
.the  furniture,  what  immeirfefums  they  had  devour- 
ed 1-4  -prhat  expeflations  -from  Grangers  of  cond> 
tion  ;  what  exaflions  ! 

How  Ihall  the  youth  make  his  father  comprehend 
that  he  was  cheated  at  Damafcus  by  one  of  the  beft 

men  in  the  world  i- that  he  hadlcnt  a  part  of  his 

fubftance  to  a  friend  at  Nineveh,  who  had  4ed  off 
:with  it  to  the.X5anges  ;r-that  a  whore  of -Babylon 
had  fwallowed  his  heft  pearl,  and  anointed  the  whole 

dty  with  his  balm  of  Gilead  ; that  he  had  been 

fold  by  a  roan  of  honour  for  twenty  fliekels  of  filvcr, 
to  a  worker  in  graven  images. ;r-that  the  images  he 
had  purchafed  had  profited  him  nothing  i— -that 
they  could  not  be  tranfported  acrofs  the  wUd^rncfs, 
and  had  been  burnt  with  fire  at  Shtifan;..— that 
the  *  apes  and  peacocks,  which-he  had  fent  for  from 
Tharfis,  lay  dead  upon  his  hands ;  and  that  the  mum- 
mies had'  not  been  dead  long  enough,  which  had 

. »  Vide  2  Chronicle*  ix,  ai. 
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hcca  Ifought  him  out  of  Egypt : ^that  all  had 

gone  wrong  fince  the  day    he  forfook  his  father V 

houfc? 

—Leave  the  ftory, it  wUl  be  told  more  con^ 

dtdy.-^fVhenie  wasyet  afar  off,  bis  father  Jaw  him 
— Compaffion  told  it  in  three  words — he  fell  upon  hi& 
iieciMnd  tiffed  him^ 

Great  is  the  power  of  eloquence;  but  never  is  it  fo 

great  as  when  it  pleads  along  with  nature,  and  the 

calprit  is  a  child  ftrayed  from  his  duty,  and  returned 

to  it  again  with  tears  :  Cafuifls  may  fettle  the  point 

as  they  will :  .But  what  could  a  parent  fee  more  in 

Aeaccount,  than  the  natural  one,  of  an  ingenuous. 

hcaft-.too  open  for  the  world— fmitten  with  flrong 

fcnfations  of  pleafures,    and  fuffercd  to  Tally  forth 

^tanned    into    the   midft  of  enemies  ftron^er  than 
Aiiafclf?  ^ 

Gencrofity  forrows  as  much  for  the  over-matched, 
«  Pity  herfelf  does. 

The  idea  of  a  fon  fo  ruined,  ^oiild  double  the  fa* 
ther»s  careffes  :  every  effufion  of  his  tendernefs  would 

ajid  bhternefs  to  his  fon's  remorfe* **  Graciouf 

"  Heaven !  what  a  father  have  I  rendered  mifcrable  \^ 

And  he  faid,  I  have  finned  ugainfi  Heaven,  and  in 
^^yfigbt,  and  am  no  more  worthy  to  be  called  thy  fin. 

But  the  father  faid,  Bring  forth  tieiefi  robe 

0  ye  affeftions  !  How  fondly  do  jc  play  at  crofs- 
purpofcs  with  each  other  ?— 'Tis  the  natural  dialogue 
of  imc  tranfport :  joy  is  not  methodical ;  and  where 
*n  lender,  beloved,  overcharges  itfclf  in  the  offence, 
^words  are  too  cold  ;  and  a  conciliated  heart  replies 
"^y  tokens  of  eftecm. 
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And  he  faidunio  his  fernxants^  Bring  forth  the  htfi 
KoiSf  andpm  it. on  him  y  and^put  a  ring  on  his  hand^  and 
/hoes  on  his  feet  ^  and  bring  hither  the  fatted  calf  andkt 
us  eat  and  drink  and  he^uerry. 

When  the  affedions  fo  ktndlj  break  loofe,  Joy  is 
another  name  for  Religion. 

We  look  up  as  we  taffe  it — The  cold £toic  with. 
enty  when  he  hears  the  dancing  and  the  mufic,  maj 
aik  f^Henlj  (with  the  elder  brother)  What  it  means? 
and  refufe  Xo  enter :  but  the  humane  and  compaffion* 
ate  all  flj  impetuouflj  to  the  banquet,  givenybr  a  Jon 
%uho  was  dead  and  is  alive  again^^who  was  hfi  and  u 
found.     Gentle  fpirits,  light  up  the  pavilion,  with  a 
facred  fire  ;  and  .parental  love  and  filial  pietj,  lead  in 
the  mafk  with  riot  and  feilivity !    ■      Was  it  not 
{or  this  that  God.  gave  man  mufic  to  (It^ijLe  upop^lbe 
kindlj  paifions ;  that  nature  taught  the  feet-to  dance 
to  its  movQiner\ts,  apd  a^-phiff  governefs  of  the  feail, 
poured  forth  wine  into  the  goblet,  tg  crpwn.it  with 
gladnefs? 

The  intention  of  this  parable  is-.fo  clear  from^bc 
occafion  of  it,  that  it  will  not.be  nec^fiary  to  pcrpI^'X 
it  with  any  ttdious  explanation  ;  it  waa  defigaed  by 
jvay  of  indireft  remonftrancc  to  th&  Scribes  and  Pba- 
rifees,  wbo  aniniadycrted  upon  our  Saviour's  con- 
du£t,  for    entering  fo  freely  into  conferences  witb 
^nners,   in  order  to  reclaim  them.     To  that  end,  he 
propofes  the  parable  of  the   (hephefd,  who  ,left  hi* 
ninety  and  nine  flieep  that  were  fafe  in-  the  fold,  to 
go  and  feek  for  one  fheep  that  was  gone  aftray,r — " , 
telling  them  in  other  places,    that   they   who  were 
.whole  wanted  not  a  phy,0cian.^ — ^but  they  that.H*^^ 
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nek:  and  here,  to  carry  on  the  fame  kffoti,  and  to 
prove  how  acceptable  fuch  a  recovery  was'  to  Goli, 
he  relates  this  accodnr  of  the  prodigal  fon^  and  hii 
welcome  reception. 

I  know  not  whethei^it  would  be  a  fubjefl:  of  much 
edification  to  convince  you  here,  that  our  SATfouiT, 
hj  the  prodigal  fon^  particularly  pointed  at  thofi  who 
^txt finners  of"  the  Gentiles^  and  were  recovered  by 
Divine  grace  to  repentance  ; — and  that  by  the  eld^'r 
brother,  he  intended  as*  mahifeftly,  the  more  froward 
of  the  Jews,  who  envied  their  converfion,  and 
thought  it  a  kind  of  wrong  toibeil:  primbgenitur^ 
in  being  made  fellow- heifs^  with  theoi  of  the' pro- 
inifes  of  Gob**' 

Thcfe  ufiei' iHirif  beetf  fo  ably  fet  forth,  in  IS 
mkny  good  'fermons  upbn  the  prodigal  fon,  that  1 
AaJl  turn  afide  from  tlieia  at  prefent,  and  contewc 
mvCelf  with  fome  rt  fled  ions  upon  that  fatal  paflion 
which  led'  hioi^— :*2ind  fo  many  thoufands  after  the 
example,  to  gather  all  he-'had  lagepher,  and  tait  bif 
Journey  into  a  far  country  ^^ 

The  love  of  variety,  or  curiofity  of'  feeing  new 
thing's,,  which  is  the  fame,  or  at  leaft  a  fider  paiGoQ 
to  it, — feems  wove  into  the  frame  of  every  fon  and 
daughter  of-  A<laai  ;  we  ufually  fpeak  of  it  as  one  of 
Nature's  lewties,  though  planted  within  us  for  the 
iblld  purpofes  of  carrying  forwards  the  mind  to  frefh 
wqviiry  and  knowledge;  ftrip  us  of  it,  the  mind  (J 
W)  would  doze  for  ever  over  the  prefent  page  \  and 
^'t  (hould  all  uf  us  reft  at  eafe  with  fuch  obj^'ds  as 
Itfcfented  thcmfelves  in  the  parifh  or  province  where 
Vit&ift  drew  breath. 
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It  is  to  this  fpur,  which  is  ever  in  our  fide^,  thaf 
we  owe  the  impatience  of  this  deiire  for  travelling : 
the  paffion  is  no  wa/  bad— but  a^  others  are — in  iti{ 
inifmanagement  or  excefs  i  order  it  rightly,  thCi 
advantages  are  worth  the  purfuit ;  the  chief  of  whicq 
are-^o  learn  the  languages,,  the  laws  and  cuftomsj 
and  underiland  the  government  and  interefl  of  othe^ 
nations  ■  to  acquire  an  urbanitj  and  confidence  01 
behaviour,. and  fit  the  mind  more  eafily  for  converfa* 
tioa  and  difcourfe— -to  take  us  out  of  the  company  of 
our  aunts  and  grandmothers,,  and  from  the  track  of 
nurferj  miftakes  ;  and  bj  ihowing  us  new  objedsy  or 
old  ones  in  new  lights^  to  reform  our  judgments— 
hy  tailing  perpetually  the  varieties  of  nature,  to  know 
what  is  good  by  obferving  the  addrefs  and  arts  of 
men,  to  conceive  what  is  Jincere^-^iMid^  by  feeing  the 
difference  of  fo  many  various  humours  and.  manners 
-—to  look  into  ourfelves^  and  form  our  own. 

This  is  fome  part  of  the  cargo  we  might  return 
with  ;  but  the  impulfe  of  feeing  new  fights,  augmented. 
with  that  of  getting  clear  from  all  lefibns  both  of 
wifdom  and  reproof  at  home--'— carries  our  youth 
too  early  out,.to  turn  this  venture  to  much  account; 
on  the  contrary,  if  the  fcene  painted  of  the  prodigal 
in  his  travels,  looks  more  like  a  copy  than  an  original, 
— will  it  not  be  well  if  fuch  an  ^venturer,  with  io 
unpromifing  a  fetting  out,^without  rar/*— without 
compafs         be  not  caft  away  for  ever,      ■  and  may 

he  not  be  faid  to  efcape  well if  he  returns  to  his 

country,  only   as  he  firft  left  it  ? 

But  you  will  fend  an  able  pilot, with- your  fon— — 
afcholar.- 


If  wifdom  can  fpeak  in  no  other  language  but 
Greek  or  Latin  ■  you  do  well ; — : — or  if  inathe*' 
matics  will  make  a  roan  a  gentleman— —or  natural 
philofophy  but  teach  him  toinake  sr  bow, — he  may 
be  of  fome  fervice  in  introducing  your  fon  into  good 
f6cieties,  and  fupporting  him  in  them  when  he  has 
done: — but  the  upQiot  will  be  generally  this,  that,  in 

the  mod  preffing  occafions  of  addrefs if  he  is  ^ 

mere  man  of  reading,  the  unhappy  youth  will  hav« 
tBc  tutor  tdp  carry — i-*i^and  not  the  tutor  to  cirtj 
bim. 

But  you  will  avoid  this  extreme ;  he  fliall  be  efcorti* 
^d  by  one  who  knows  the   world,  not  merely  from 

books  ■        but  from  his  own  experience : a  man 

who  has  been  emptoyed  oii  fuch  fervices,  and  thrice  ' 
Jwde  the  tour  of  Europe ^  with  fur-tcfs,'  • 

— ^That  is,  without  breaking  his  own,  or  his 
pupil's  neck ; — for  if  he  is  fuch  as  my  eyes  have  feen  I 
fome  broken  Shioifs  "vnlet  de  chamBrey-^iomc  general 
^tidertaker,  who  will  perform  the  journey  in  fo  many 
months  «  if  God  permit," — much  knowledge  will 
not  accrue,^,.— fome  profit  at  lead  ;— he  will  learn  the 
amdunt  to  a  ^halfpenny,  of  every  ftage  from  Calais 
to  Rome  ; — he  will  be  carried  to  the  beft  inns, — in- 
ftrufted  where  there  is  the  beft  wine,  and  fup  a  livre 
cheaper  than  if  the  youth  had  been  left  to  make  the 
tour  and  the  bargain  himfelf— Look  at  our  gover- 
nor !  I  befeech  you  :^:.fee,  he  is  an  inch  taller  as  he 
relates  the  advantages. — 

— And  here  endeth  his  pride, — his  knowledge,  and 
his  ufe. 
But  when  your  fon  gets  abroad^'  he  will  be  taken. 
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out  of  his  handy  bj  his  focietj  with  men  of  rank  and 
letters,  with  whom  he  will  pafs  the  greatefl  part  of 
his  time. 

Let  me  obfer.ve,  in  the  firft  place,; — ^that  companj 
\whicK  is  really  good,  is  very  rare,; — and  verj  fliy  : 
but  y.ou  have  furmounted  this  difficulty  ;_and  procured 
him  the  bed  letters  of  recommendation  to  the  xnod 
tminent  and  refpeftable  in  every  capital. 

And  I  anfwer,.  that  he  will  obtain  all  by  tbem^ 
whi^h  courtefy  ftriftly  ftands  obliged  to  pay  on  fuch 
occafions,  but  no  more. 

There  is  nothing  in  which  we  are  fo  owch  deceived,, 
as  in  the  advantages-  propoCed  from  our  connexions 
and  difcourfe  with  the  literati,  &ix,  in  foreign  parts ; 
efpecially  if  the  experiment  is  made  before  we  ai^e 
matured  by  years  or  fludy. 

Conyerfation  is  a  traffic  ^  and  ifyou  enter,  into  it,, 
without  fome  dock  of  knowledge  to  balance  the  ao- 
count  perpetually  betwixt  you,..  .  the  trade  drops  at 
once :  and  this  is  the  reafon,—— ^however  it  may  be 
boaftedto  the  contrary,  why  travellers  .have  fo  little 
(efpecially  good)  converfatien  with  natives, — ^owing 
to  their  fafpition— or  perhaps  conviftion,.  that  there 
is  nothing  to  be  ^xtraflcd  from  the  converfation  of 
young  itinerants,  worth  the  trouble  of  their  bad  lan- 
guage-^or  the  interruption. of  their  vifits. 

The  pain  on  thefe  occafions  is  ufually  reciprocal ; 
the  confequcnce  of  which  is,  that  the  difappointed 
youth  feeks  an  eafier  fociety  :  and  as  bad  compiiny  is 
always  ready  and  ever  lying  in  wait,— the  career 
is  foon  finiflied  ;  and  the  poor  prodigal  returns  the 
fame  objcd  of  pity,  with  the  prodigal  in  the  GoipcK. 
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An^  wlffo  thy  fon  aiketh  thee  in  time  to  come,  faying,  What  mca« 
tUtellimonies,  and  the  (Ututes,  and  the  judgments,  which  the 
Lord  our  God  hath  commanded  you  ?  then  (halt  thou -fay  unt#- 
^^yfon,  W«  were  Pharaoh*!  bondfmen  in  Egypt,  and  the  Lord 
flight  us  out  of  Egypt  with  a  mighty  hahd. 

iHEsE  are  the  words  which  Mbfes  left*  as  aftanding^ 
anfwcr  for  the  children  of  Ifrael  to  give  their  pofteritj^,, 
^^0  in  time  to  come  might  become  ignorant^  or  un- 
inindful  of  the  many  and  great  mercies  which  God 
M  vouch fafed  to  their  forefathers  ;  all*  which  had 
terminated  in  that^one,.  of  their  deliverance  out  of 
l>ondage. 

Though  they  were  direfted  to  fpeak  in  this  man- 
^^  «5ch  man  to  his  fonj  yet  one  cannot  fuppofe 
tW  the  direftion  fliould  be  neceflary  for  the  next 
generation, — for  the  chiHren  of  thofe  who  had  "been 
^y^witnefles  of  Gojo's  providences :  it  does  not  feem 
llkdy  that  any  of  them  fliould  arrive  at  that  age  of 

*<Qd  the  inaugurauon  of  his  prefent  Majefty. 
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reafoning  which  would  put  them  upon  aiking  the 
fuppofed  qaeflion,  and  not  be,  long  before-band, 
inftrufted  in  the  anfwer.  Everj  parent  would  tell 
his  child  the  hardihips  of  his  captivity^  and  the  amaz- 
ing particulars  of  hid  deliverance  :  the  florj  was  fo 
uncomm^Ay-— fo  full  of  wonder^-^and  withal,  the 
recital  of  It  would  ever  be  a  matter  of  fuch  tranfporr, 

it  could  not  poffibly  be  kept  a  fecret : the  piety 

and  gratitude  of  one  generation,  would  anticipate  the 
curiofity  of'another  ;  their  foHS  would  learn  the  dory 
with  their  language. 

This  probably  might  be-'the  cafe  with  the  Srft  or 
r^cond  race  of  people  ;  but,  in  procefs  of  time, 
things  might  take  a  different  turn  ;  a  long  and  undi- 
fturbed  poffeffion  of  their  liberties,  might  blunt  the 
fenfe  of  thofe  providences*-  of  God  which  had^  pro- 
cured them,  and  fet  the  remembrance  of  all  his  mer- 
cies at  too  great  a  diftance  from  their  hearts.  After 
they  had  for  feme  years  been  eafed  of  every  real 
burden,  an  excefs  of  freedom  might  make  them  reft- 
lefs  under  every  imaginary  one,  and,  amongft- others, 
that  of  their  religion  ;  from  thence  they,  might  feek 
occafion  to  inquire  into  the  foundation  Und  fitnefs  of 
its  ceremonies,  its  ilatutes  and  its  judgments. 

They  might  afk,: -what- meant  fo  many  commands, 
in  matters  which  to  them  appeared  indifferent  in  theif 
own  natures  ?  What  policy  in  ordainihg  them  ?  aod, 
What  obligation  could  there  lie  upon  reafonable  crea- 
tures, to  comply  with  a  multitude  of  fuch  unaccount- 
able in  jun£t  ions,   fo  tin  worthy  the  wifdomof  GoD- 

Hereafter  poffibly,  they  might  go  further  lengths } 
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andtfioDgh  tfieir  natural  bent  was  generally  towards 
&perfticiony  yet  fonie  adventurers,  as  is.ever  tbecafc, 
might  fteer  for  the  oppolite  coafty  and,  'as--  they  ad- 
vanced, might  difcover,  that  all  religions^  &f  what 
dcQominationa-or  con;pleX'ions  foever,  were  alike  :«— 
that  the  religion  of  their  own  coantry  in  particular^. 
was  a  contrivance  of  the  Priefts  and  Levites^  a 
phuitom  drefled  out  in  a  terrifying  garb  of  their  own 
making,,  to  keep  weak  minds  in  fear  :--that  its  rites 
and  ceremonies,  and  numberlefs  injun&ions^  were 
fo  many  different  wheels  in  the  fame  political  engine, . 
ptitin,.no  doubt,  toamufe  the  ignorant,  and  keep 
them  in  fuch  a  ftate  oS  darkneis  as  clerical  joggling 
ttquiics. 

That  as  for  the  moral  part  of  it,  though  it  was 
Exceptionable  in  itfelf,— -yet  it  was  a  piece  of  in«-- 
tWiig^ence  they  did  not  Hand  in  want  of :  men  had 
natural  reafon  always  to  have  found  it  out,-  -and 
vifdom  to  have  pra&ifed  it,,  without  Mofes's  ai&lt* 
ancc. 

Nay,  poflibly,.  in  procefs  of  time,  they  might  ar- 
nveat  greater  improvements  in  religious  controverfy ;  . 
— -when  they  had  given  their  fyftem  of  infidelity 
all  the  ftrength  it  could  admit  of  from  reafon,  they 
might  begin  to  embelliih  it  with  fome  more  fp rightly 
conceits,  and  turns-of  ridicule. 

Some  wanton  Ifraelite,  when  he  had  eaten  and 
^s  full,  might  give  free  fcope  and  indulgence  to  - 
this  talent :  as  arguments  and  fober  reafoning  failed, , 
^8  might  turn  the  edge  of  his  wit  againft  types  and  . 
fymbols,  .and-treat  all^tha.  myfteries  of  his  xeligion,. . 
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and  every  thing  that  could  be  faid  upon  fo  ferions'ti 
fubjedy  with  raillery  and  mirth  :  he  might  give  vent 
Ctf  a  world  of  pleafantry  upon  mdiiy  facred  paflkges 
of  his  law  :  he  might  banter  the-  golden  ctflf,  or  the 
brazen  ferpent^  with  great  courage, — «nd  confound 
himfelf  in  the  difttn^i6ns  of  clean- and  unclean  beafi^, 
by^  the  defperate  fallies  of  his  wit  againil  them; 

Hc'could  but  poffibly  take  ontf  ftep  further :  when 
the  land  which  flowed  with  milk  andiioney  bad  quite 
wt>m  out  the  impreffions  of  liis  yoke,  and  blefSngs 
began  to  multiply  upon  his  hands,  he  might  draw 
this  curious  conelu&on,  that  there  was  no  Being  who 
was  the  author  and  beib>we«  of  them,— -but^^  that  it 
was  their  own  arm,  and  the  mightinefs^of  liraelitiih 
ftrength,  ^hich  had>  put  tKem,  and  kept  them,  in 
poflfeffion  of  fo  much  happinefs. 

O  M ofes  !  How  would  thy  meek  and  patient  fpirk 
have  been  put  to  the  torture  by  fu«h  a  return  ?  H  a 
pr-openlity  towards ^fup^rftitiba  in -the  Xf^aelites,  <ii<i 
once  betray  thee  into  fuch  an  excefs  of  anger,  that 
thou  threweft  the  twd  tables  out  of  thy  hands,  which 
God  had  -wrote,  and  carlefsly  hazardedft  the  whole 
treafure  of  the  worlds — »with  what  indignation  and 
hoaeft  angpitb  wt>uldft' thou  ^lave  heatd  the  fcoffings 
of  thofe  who  denied  the  hand  which-  brought  theiB 
forth,  and  faid.  Who  is  God,  that  we  fhouM  obey 
his  voice? — With  what  force  and  'vtvaoity  wouW» 
thou  have  reproached. them  with' the  hi  ft  ory  of  their 
own  nation  ?— that,  if  too  free  an^  enjoyment  oi 
^->Tys  bleffings,  had  made  them  forget  to  look  back- 
•,— 4t.\vas  neceffary  to  remind  them jt  that  thetf 
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ftrefatbcrs  were  TharaohVboadf men  in  Egypt^  witb« 
4at  prpfpeA  of  deliverance  :  that^  the  chains  of  their 
uptivitj  had. heeo. .fixed  and  rivetted  by  a  fucceflioa 
of  four  hundred  and  thirty  jear^^  without  the  inter- 
ruption of  one  Hruggle  for  their  liberty  :>  that  after 
the  expiration  of  that  hopelefs  period,  when  no  na- 
Uiral  means  favoured  the  event,  they  were  fnatched, 
almoft.againfl  their  own  wills,  out  of  the  hands  of 
tlieir  opprciTorsi,  and  led  through  an  ocean  of  dangers^ 
to  the  pofleilion  of  a,  land  of  plenty  :  that  tliis  change 
in  their  affairs  was  not  the  produce  of  chance  or.  for- 
taae,«.or  was  it  pri^ged^d  or  .executed  ^  by  any  a- 
chievement  or  plan  of  human  device,  .which,  might. 
{oori  again  be  defeated  by  fuperior  firength  or  policy 
^rom  without,  or  from  force  of  accidents  from  within, 
— 'from  change  of  circumftances,  humours,  and 
paffions  of  men,  all  which  generally  had  a  fway  in 
^t  rife  and  fall  of  kingdoms,— —but  that  all  was 
broi^t  about  by  the  power  and  goodnefs  of  Gop, 
who  faw  and>pitied  the  afflidions  of  a  difirefled  peo- 
ple, and,  by  a  chain  of  great  And.mighty  deliverances, 
fet  them  free  froni  the  yoke  of  iOppreffion. 

That  fince  that  miraculous  efcape,  a;  feries-  of  fuc- 
^ffi:s,  not  to.be  accounted  for  by  fecond  caufes  and 
^c  natural  courfe  of  events,  had  demonfl rated  not 
only  God's  providence  in  general,  but  his  particular 
providence  and  attachment  to  them— that  nations 
greater  and  mightier  than  they  were  driven  out  before 
(hem,  and  their  lands  given  to  them  for  an  everlaft- 
ing  poffeiSon. 

This  was  what  they  (hpuld  teach .  their  .childret^ 


.and  their,  ch^ldren^s^  children  after  them.        Happy 
geacsationsy  for  whom  fo  jojful  a  lefibn  was  prepar- 
ed ?«-4iappy  indeed  !  had  ye  at  all  times  known  to 
havt  made  the  ufe  of  it  which  Mofes  continually  ex-   | 
hortedy — ofdrawiftg  mgb  unto  God  with  allymr  hearts^  j 
•vaho  had  beenfo  nigh  junto  you. 

And  here  let^tts  drop  the  argument,  as  it  refpefic 
tlie  Jews,  and  for  a  moment  turn  it  towards  our- 
felves  t  the  prefent  occafion,  and  the  recoUefiion 
vwhich  is  natural  upon  it,  of  the  many  other  parts-  of 
this  complicated  bleffing  veuchfafed  to  «is .  fince  we 
became  a  nation,  making  it  hard  to  defilt  from  fuck 
an  application. 

:1  begin  with  ^e'firft  in-order  of  time,  as  wdlas 

the  greateft  of  national  deliverances^-— our  deliverance    | 

<{rom  darknefs  and  idolatry,  by  the  conveyance  of  the 

flight  which  Chrifttanity  brought  with  it  into  Britain, 

fo  early  as  in  the  lifetime  of  the  apoftles  themfelveS| 

or,  at  fartheft,  not  many  years  after  their  death. 

Though  this  might  feem  «  bleffing  conveyed  ami 
offered  to  us  in  common  with  other  parts  of  the 
world,  yet  when  you  rcfleft  upon  this  as  a  remote 
,.corner  of  the  earth  in  refpefl  of  Judea, — ^its  fituation 
^nd  inacceffiblenefs  as  an  iiland, — the  little  that  was 
then  known  of  navigation,— -or  carried  on  of  coiO' 
onrce — ^the  large  tra£k  of  land  which  to  this  day  re* 
mains  unhallowed  with  the  name  of  ChrisTi  ant! 
almoft  in  the  neighourhood  of  where  the  firft  gla^ 
tiduags  of  him  were  founded — one  cannot  but  adore 
the  goodnefs  of  God,  and  remark  a  more  particular 
providence  in  its  conveyance  and  eftablifhmeot  ber^ 
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than  amongft  other  aatio^s  opon  the.coQtinenV— «» 
where,  though  the  oppdfitions  from  error  and  prejo- 
dice  were  equal,  it  had  not  thefe  natural  impedimencs 
to  eDcounter* 

Hiftorians  and  ftatefmen,  who  gcnerallj  fearcb 
€verj  where  for  the  caufes  of  events  but  in  the  plea« 
fare  of  Him  .who  difpofes  of  them,  may  make  differ- 
eot  reflexions  upon  this.  They  may.copfider  it  at 
a  matter  incidentaj,  brought  to  pafs  by  the  fortuitojus. 
ambition,  fucce&y ,  and  fettlement  of  the  Romans 
here ;  it  appearing  that  in  Claudiuses  reign,  when 
Chriftianity  began  to  get  footing  in  Rome,  near 
eighty  thoufand  of  that  city  and  people  were  fixed  ia 
this  ifland  :  As,  this  made  a  free  communication  be- 
twixt the  two  places,  the  way  for  the  gotpti,  was  in 
tourfe  open,  and  its  tranfition  from  the  one  to  the 
other,  natural  and  eafy  to  be  accounted  for  and 
jet,  neverthelefs,  providential.  God  often  fuffers 
us  to  purfue  the  devices  of  our  hearts,  whilft  he  turns 
the  courfe  of  them,  likevthe  rivers  of  waters,  to 
bountiful  purpe^fes«  Thus,  he^night  make  that  pur- 
suit of  glory  inherent  iti  the  Romans,  the  engine  to 
^^idvance  his  own,  and  eftablifli  it  here  :  he  might 
make  the  wickednefs  of  the  earth  to  work  his  own 
righteoufoefs,  by  fuffering  thepn  to  >wander  awhile 
beyond  their  proper  bounds,  till  his  purpofes  wer^ 
fulfilled,  and  then  put  .bis  hooLinto  their  nqftrils^  and 
lead  thofe  wild  beads  of  prey  back  again  into  their 
own  land. 

Next  to  this  bleiBng  of  the  light  of  the  Gofpe],  we 
muA  not  forget  that  by  which  it  was  preferved  frona 
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the  danger  of  being  totally  fmotheredaod  diftingutfiiH 
ed,  hj  that  vaft  fwarnv  of  barbarous  nations,  wbicU 
came  down  upon  ufi^from  the  north,   and  (hook  th 
world  like  a  tempeft ;  changing  names  and  cuftom 
and  language  and  government,  and  sihndft  the  ver 
fece  of  nature,  "wherever  thcj  fixed.     That  our  re 
ligion  (hould  be  prefer ved  at  all,  when  every  thio^ 
clfe  feemed  to  perifh,   which  was  capable  of  change^ 
«-«— Or,  that  it  (hould  not  be  hurt  under  that  might 
weight  of  ruins,  beyond  the  recovery  of  its  forme 
beauty  and  Ttrength,        the  ^whole  can  b«  afcribe 
to  no  caufe  fo  likely  as  this/'That  the  fame  power  o 
God  which  fent  it  forth,  was  prefent  to  fupport  it— 
when  the  whole  frame  qf  other  things  gave  way. 

'*Next*iiL  degree  to  this  mercy  .of  prefer ving  Chri 
ftianity  from  an  utter  extinction--— we  muft  reckon 
that  bf  being  enabled  to  prefcrve,  ^d^free  it  from 
corruptions,  which  the  ruft  of  time,  the  abufes  of 
men,  and  the  natural  tendency  of  «H  things  to  dege- 
neracy, which  aretrufted  to  them,  had  £rom  time  to 
time  introduced  into  it- 

ISince  \he  day  in  which  this  reformation  was  be* 
gun,  by' how  many  ftrange  and -critical  t«irns  has  it 
been  perfefted  and  handed  down,  if,  not  entirety  with- 
Bvtfpot  or  wrfifti/^,—- at  leaft,  without  great  blotches 
or  marks  of  anility  ! 

Even  the  blow  which  was  fuffered  to  fall  upon  it 
fliortly  after,  in  that  period  where  our  hiftory  lo^ks 
fo  unlike  herfelf — ftained,  Mary,  by  thee  !  -and  dis- 
figured with  blood  ;  ■  can  -one  TC&e&  upon  it, 
without  adoring  the  Providence  of  God,  which  fo 
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fhall  fee  the  Lord. 


COKTEKTS.  XX 

SERMON  XLII.  p.  231. 
Search  the  Scriptures. 

ST.  JOHN  V.  39. 

Search  the  Scriptures. 

SERMON  XUII.  p.  24«' 

rsALM  zcT.  6,  7. 

O  come  let  us  worfliip  and  fall  down  before  him :— — for  he  is  ike 

Lord  our  Go».— 

SERMON  XLIV.  p.  ^53. 
The  Ways  of  Providence  juftified  to  Mao* 

PSALM  Ixxiii.  If,  13. 

Schold  thefe  are  the  ungodly  who  profperjn  the  world,  they  in* 

creafe  in  riches. 

VctUy  I  have  deanfed  my  heart  in  vain«aod  wafhed  my  hands  ia 

innocency.   , 

SERMON  XLV.  p-  264. 
The  Ingratitude  of  Ifrael. 

%  KINGS  zvii.  7. 

^or  fo  it  was, — that  the  children  of  Ifrael' had  finned  againft  the 
lA)Td  their  Cjqd,  who  had  brought  them  up  put  of  the  land  of 
Xjfypt.— 


i. 
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The  Hiftory  of  Jacob  confidered. 


esiiisis  SLVii.  9. 

Afid  Jacob  faid  unto  Pharaoh,  The  days  of  the  years  of  my  pil- 
grimage are  an  hundred  and  thirty  years }  few  and  e^l  have  the 
«hyi  of  the  years  of  my  life  been.  '  ■ 

i  fliftx  is  not  a  man  in  hiftory  whom  I  pitjr  more 
Aan  the  aoan  who  xn^e  this  reply,  not  becaufo 
his  days  were  (horty<>— but  that  they  were  long  enough 
to  have  crowded  into  them  fo  much  evil  as  we  find. 

Of  all  the  patriarchs,  he  was  the  moft  unhappy  ; 
for,  bating  the  feven  years  which  he  ferved  Laban 
for  Rachel,  **  wbicb^Jiemed  to  bim  but  a/evo  days ^  for 
^  the  low  be  bad  to  i&^r,"-^(trike  thofe  out  of  the 
Pomber  all  his  other  days  were  forrow ;  and  thatp 
iu>t  from  his  faults,  but  from  the  ambition,  the  vio- 
lences, and  evil  paffiona  of  others.  A  large  portioia 
of  what  man  was  born  to,  comes,  youMl  fay,  from  the 
fame  quarter ;  'tis  true^  but  ftill  in  fome  men'a 
lives,  there  feems  a  conte^Kture  of  misery : — one  evil 
fo  ri&a  out  of  another,  and  the  Whole  plan'  and  ei^ 
ecution  of  the  piece  has  "fo  ^very  melancholy  an  air. 

Vol.  FI.  A 
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that.a  ffood  natured  roaii  fliall  not  be  able  to  lodi^ 
upon  it  but  with  tears  on  his  ched&s. 

I  pity  this  patriarch  fiill  the  more,  becaufefronrkis 
firft  fetting  out  in  life,  he  had  been  kd.into  aa  cx- 
peAation  of  fuch  different  fcenes  :  he  was  told. by 
I(aac  his  father,  that  Godjbouldhlefs  him  with  the  devi 
.  .•/"  heaven f  and  thffatnefs  of  the  earthy  and  with,pl(ntj 
e/cornagd  wine  i^—'^that  people  were  to  ferve  h/tftf 
and  natioUsdfow,jiown  tohinfj'^'^thathe^fiM  he 
lord  over  his  brethren'^  .m  4iaiile^d  was  everyone 
that  hUJfed  hiniyjand  curfed  was  every  one  who  curfii 
bim* 

The  fimplicity  of  joutji  takes  .promifes  of  hagpi- 

jasfs  in  the  fulled  latitude  \ and   as  thefe  were 

moreover  confirmed  to  him  bj  the  God  of  his  fa- 
thers, on  his  way  to  Padan»aram,  it  wouki  leave 
no  diftruft  of  their  accomplifhmeot  upon  his  mind ; 
'•^every  fair  and  flattering  obje&  before  him,  which 
<wpre  the  face  of  joy,  he  would  regard  as  a  portion 
of  his  1>leffing  ; — he  .would  purfue  it, — he  would 
^rafp  a  ihadow. 

This,  by  the  way,  makes  it  neceffary  |o»:fappofe, 

that  the  bleiHngs  which  were  coiweyed,  bad  ^/Vit^ 

^o  ble0ings  not  altogether  fuch  as  a  carnal  mind  would 

AXpeft ;- bat  that  theyjwer«ina  great  meafnre  fpi- 

Titual,  aodfuch  as  ttie.  projlhetic  fool  of  Ifaac  had 

principally  before  him,-  in  -the  coroprebenfive  idea  of 

'their  future  and  happy  efiabliihment,  when  they  wete 

no  longer  to  be  ftrangers  ^and  pilgrims  upon  earth : 

'for,  in  fad,  in  the  firid  and  literalfenfe  of  his  fa* 

ther*s  grant,— Jacob  efi joyed  it  not ;  and  was  fo- far 

^:f%m  being  a  happy  xaain,  that,  in.  the  moft  iaterefi- 
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%paflages  ofhis  life,  he  mdt  with  nothing  bat  di£- 
appointments  and  grievous  affliftions. 

Let  us  accompany  him  from  the  firft  treacherous 
^or  of  a  mother's  ambition.;  in  confequence  d 
which  he  is  driven  forth  from  his  country,  and  the 
protedion  of  his  hotffe,  to  feek  proteftion  and  an 
ellablilhment  in^the  houfe  of  Laban  his  kinfman. 

In  what  manner  this  anfwered  his  expe£iations, 
we  find  from  his  own  pathetic  remonftrance  to  Xa-> 
ban,  when  he  had  purfuedliim  feven  days  journey, 
afld  overtook  him  on  mount  Gilead. — I  fee  him  in 
the  door  of  the  tent,  with  the  calm  courage  which 
inDoccnce gives  thec^preffcd,  thus  remQufi rating  to 
bii  father- in-law  upon  the  cruelty  of  hi«  treatment. 

Tie/e  twenty  years  that  I  have  been  with  thee, 
thj  tiogf  have  not  cqft  their  young,  and  the  rams  of  thy 
Mohave  I  not  eaten,^^That  which  was  torn  ofheajls  I 
bought  not  UMtafhee — /  iare  the  lofs  of  it :  what  was 
M«  hy  day,'prjltflen  hy  night,  of  my  hands  didfl  thou 
require  it.  Thus  I  was-^:  in  the  day  the  drought  con* 
f^medme,and 4he  frofiby. night,  andmyjleep  departed 
ffom  my  eyes.  Thus  have  Ibjeen  twenty  years  in  thy 
^fi  ^-^Iferved  thee fourteeny  ears  for  thy  two  daughm 
^^rSi  andjix  years  for  thy  cattle ;  and  thouhafl  changed 
^y  ^Mtges  ten  times. 

Scarce  had  he  recovered  from  thefe  evils,  when 
(be  illconduft  and  vices  of  his  children  wound  hi« 
bal  to  death  .-^Reuben  proves  incefiuous.— Judali 

adukerous,— -his  daughter  Dinah  is  difhoaoured, 

Simeon,and  Levi  dilhonour  themfelves  hyvtreachery, 
—two  of  his  grandchildren  are  ilricken  with  fudden 
death,— —Rachel. his  beloved  wife  ipcriflies,  and  in 
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circumftances  which  embittered  his  lofs,-— — his  fon 
Jofeph,  a  mod  promifing  youth,  is  Jprn  from  him, 
by  the  envj  of  his  brethren  ;  and,  toclofe  adl,  him- 
felf  driven  by  famine  in  his  old  age  to  die  amongft 
the  Egyptians,  a  people  who  held  it  an  abomination 
to  cat  bread  with  him.  Unhappy  patriarch  ! — well 
might  he  fay.  That  few  and  evil  had  been  his  days: 
the  ^nfwer,   indeed,  was  extended  beyond  the  mo- 

.narch's  inqi  ry,  which  was  fimpiy  his  age  ;— ^«— tut 
how  could  he  look  back  upon  the  days  of  his  pilgrim- 
age,   without  thinking  pf  the  forrows  which  thofc 

^days  had  brought  along  with  them  ?  all  that  was 
more  in  the  anfwer  than  in  the  demand,  was  the 
overflowings  ctf  a  heKt,r<?ady  to  bleed  afrefii  .at  the 

^recollcftion  of  what  had  befallen^ 

Unwiilingly  does  the  mind  digeft'  the  evils- pre- 
pared for  it  by  others  ;  for  thofe  we  prepare  our- 
felves, — rwe  eat  but  tlie  fruit  which  we  have  planted 
and  watered  :— -a  fhattered  fprtune-— — a  Ihattercd 
frame,  fo  we  have  but  the  fatisfaftion  of  {battering 

,  them  ourfelves,  pafs  natprally  enough  into  tile  habit, 
and  by  the  e^fc  \%ith  which  th^y  are  both  done,  they 

>fave  the  fpeftator  a  world^  of  pity  :  but  for  thofe  like 
Jacob's, , brought  upon  him  by  the  handa  ffofli  which 
he  looked  for  all  his  comforts,,- — ^the  avarice  of  > 
parent--;r^lhe  unkindnefs  of  a  relation-s ^thc  inJ 

gratitude  of  a  child,— —they  are  evils  which  leave  a 
fear  ;■'■    ,.  befidcs,  as  they^hang  over  the  headaofaD^ 

.and  therefore  may  fall  upon  any^;.  . ,  every  looker- 
on  has  an  intereft  in  the.  tragedy  ; but  then  we 

are  apt  to  intereft  ourfelves  no  otherwife,  than  merely 

,Sii  ^le.ittcidenj^s  themfelves  ftrike  but  paffions,  with- 


out  drfying    the  leflba  farther— -In  a  word- 

we  realize  nothing  ;-^we  figh — we  wipe  away  the 

tear, and  there  ends  the  ftorj  of  naifery  and  the 

moral  with  it. 

Let  us  trj  to  do  better  with  this,  "  To  begin  with  " 
the  bad  bias  whidi  gave  the  whole  turn   to  the  pa- 
triarcli'i   life,— parental  partiality — or  parental  in-  " 
juftice,-.-. — ;it  matters  not  by  what  title  it  flands  di- 

Ilinguiflied Vis  that  by  which  Rcbckali  planted 

a  dagger  in  Efau^s  breafl,  and  an  eternal  terror  with 
i'j  in  her  own,  left  fihe  Ihodd  live  to  be  deprived  of  * 
uieiaboih  in  one  day  ;  ■■  ■  .and  truft  me.  dear  Chri- 
"lans,  wherever  that  equal  balance  of  kindaefs  and  ^ 
iove,  ^hich  children  look  up  to  you  for  as  their  na- 
*Qral  righr,i8  no  longer  maintained-~-there  will 
%ers  ever  be  planted  ;  TS^/o/i^rt-// literally  ie/it 
^J  '^riance  ogcnnjl  his  father^  and  the  daughter  againjl 
'ff^moiher,  andth^daujr'hter'^iftLt'iv  againjl  hermoihtT* 
w./fi-a;,— ^-^^/a^  a  mcivJs  foes  Jbalt  be  they  of  his  own  '^ 
hufchold.  ... 

^t  was  an  excellent  ordinance,  as  well  of  domeftic 
policy,  as  of  equity,  wliich  Mofes  gave  upon  thi^ 
''H  in  the  aift  of  Deuteronomy. 

■V  «  Plan  have  two  wives,  one  beloved,  and onehated^ 
^'^  thy  have  born  hi?n  children,  both  the  beloved  and 
^^f  haud,  andi/thcjrjl  born  fen  he  hers  that  wus  haU 
^^t  ^henitjballbe,  when  he  maieth  his  fom  to  inherit 
^^at  ^hich  he  hath,  that  he  may  not  make  the  f on  of  the 
^'^o^tdfirfl.horn  before  the  f on  of  the  hated,  which  is  in- 
^^td  thefirji.horn,  hut  he  (hall  acknowledge  thefon  of 
^^^fdfor  frfl.born,  by  giving  him  a  double  portion, 
Voll  that  he  hath.     The  evil  was  well  fenced  againft 
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For  *tis  one  of  thofe  which  ftcals  in  upon  tlie  heart 
with  the  afie^lionSy.and  courts  the  parent  under  fo 
fweet  a  form,  that  thoufands  have  been  betrayed  bj 
the  very  virtues  tvhich  fhoaid  have  pieferved  ihem. 
Nature  tells  the  parent,  there  can  be  no  error  on  the 
fide  of  affection?  but  we  forget,  when  nature,  pleacfs 
for  one,  fhe  pleads  for  every  child  alike,-.— and  whj 
is  rot  her  voice  to  h«'  heard  ?^  Solomon  fays,  Op- 
•prcflion  will  make  a  wife  man  mad.— Wliat  willit 
do  then  to  a  tender  and  ingenuous  heal^»  which  feel! 
itfelf  negle&ed,— -too  full  of  reverence 'for  the  author 
of  its  wrongs,  to  complain  ?—— See,  it  fits  down  in 
filence  ;  robbed,  by  dtfcouragements,  of  all*  its  na. 
tural  powers  to  pleafe, — born  to  fee  oihfcrs  loaded 
with  carefles— in  fome  uncheery  corner  it  nourifliea 
its  difcontent,— -and  with  a  weight  upon  its  fpirifs 
which  its  little  ftock  of  fortitude  is  not  able  to  with- 
ftand,^.~it  droops,  and  pines  away  fad  VifliiB 
of  Caprice ! 

We  are  unavoidably led^ here  into .xrefl^fKonttp* 

on  Jacob's  condaft  in  regard'  to  his  fdn  Jofepb, 
which  no  way  correfponded  with  the  teflon  of  ww!* 
dom  which  the  miferies  af  his>own  family  mi^ht 
have  taught  liina  :  furely  his  eyess  .  had  feen  forrov^' 
fufEcicnt  on  that  fcore,  to  have  taken  warning:  ani 
yet  we  find  that  he  fell  into  the  fame  fnare  of  partialit/ 
to  that  child  in  his  old  age,   which  his  mother  R^- 

bekah  had  fhown  to  him  in  hers, for  IJ>atl  fc^t^ 

Jojepb  more  than  alK  his  child*  en^  becaufe  be  was  th 

fon  of  his  old  age  \  and  he  made  him  a  coat  of  many  co- 

/or/rj— O  Ifrael  !   where  was   that  prophetic  fp'^'t 

which  darted  itfclf  into  fqture  times,  and  told  each 
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ffTbe  what  was  to  be  its  fate  ?- ."Where  was  it  flev^  • 

that  iti^cdbld  not  aid  tliee  to  look  fo  little  a  'way  for^ 
wards;  ^s- to  \s€tio\^'thh  cdat  of  many  coloufs^  (laiaed 
with  bibod?  Why  "were  the  tender  emotions  of  is 

parent's  anguiflr  hid f^om" thy  eyes? ^and,  Why 

is  every  tlytig  ?-^^- — ibut'that  it  pleafcfs  Heaven  to  givfe 
BS  no  mortf' light  in  our  way,  than  will  leave  Tirtut 
io  poffeffion  of  its  recoihpenfc. — ---' ' 

— ^Grant  me,  gracious  GoD  !  to  go  chetrfuliy 

oii  the  road  which  thou  haft  marked  out 1  wifll 

it  neither  more  wide  nor  more  fmooth  .  cbntintife 
thclighj  of  this  din»  tape*  thott  haft  put  into  mjr 
hands ;— — I  <^rill  kneel  upon  ths?  ground  feven  timed 

a  day,  to  feek  thfe  -^bcft  twck  1  call''  with  it sdid, 

Wing  done  that,  i  wHl  trftfr  myfclf^and  the  ifluc  of 
tft>  journey  to  Thee,  who  tmT  the  fo^ftftaki  of  joy, — I 
^'^(^  will  fing  fongs  of  comfort  as  I  go  alonjJ  * 

Let  us  proceed' to  the  fccond  great  occirrttice  Iif 
Jhe  patriarch's  lif« — the  impofitioo-  of  a  *wlfe'  upon 
^ifn,  which  he*netther  bargfainM  for  or  loved. — And 
't'cametopafs^in  the  mornings  heboid  it  was  Leah  !  and 
^Joid  into  Ldbafif^What  is  this  that  thou  haft  done 
mo  mtf  Did  Indtfsrite  thee  far  Rachel  ?  Whertfort 
^^n  haft  thou  bfguiled  me  .* 

This  indeed  is  out  of  the  fyftem  of  all-  conjugal 
in^pofitions  now,-^but  the  moral  of  it  is  ftill  good  : 
»nd  the  abufe,  v/ith  the  fame  complaint  of  Jacob's 
upon  it,  will  ever  be  repeated,  fo  l6ng  as  art  and-tir-^ 
I'fice  arc  fo  bufy  as  they  are  in  thefe  affkirs« 

Liften,  I  pray  you,  to  the  ilories  of  the  difappoint« 
•d  in  marringe  :— colle£t  all  their  complaints,  ■  ■ 
^«ar  their  nvcturil  reproaches  :  apoa  what  fatal  hingcr 
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do  the  grcateft  part  of  them  turn  ?— — «*  They  were 

*'  miftaken  in  the  perfon." Some  difguife,  either 

of  bodj  or  mind,  is  feen  tbroagh  in  the  firft  domeftic 
fcttffle ;      ■  feme  fair  ornament— -«— perhaps  the  verj 

one  which  won  the   heaiT the  ornament  of  a  nuek 

and  quiet  fpir  it  f  falls  off ; It  is  noi  tie  Rachel  for 

ivbom  I  have  fervedr^Why  haft  thou  then  beguiled  me  I 

Be  open-1— be  honcft:  give  joarfelf  for  what  700 
are ;  coocealnothing— —>varni(b  nothings— and  if  tbefe 
fair  weapons  will  not  do;«-better  not  {conquer  at  aD, 
than  conquer  for  a  day :-— when  the  night  is  paftd, 
'tWiU  ever  be  the  fame  ^oxj^^^Andit  came  topafs^  it- 
hold  it  was  Leah  I 

li  the  heart  beguiles  itfelf  in  its  choice,,  and  imagi- 
nation will  give  excellencies  which  are  not  tlie  por- 
tion of  fiefli  and  blood :— — -when  the  dream  is  over, 
and  we  awake  kn  the  morntng^  it  matters  little  whe- 
ther ^tis  Rachel  or  Leah^-^be  the  objefi  what  it  will, 
as  it  mull  be  on  the  eacthlj  fide,  at  lead,  of  perfec- 
tion,——it  will  fall  Ihort  of  the  work  of  fancy,  whofc 
es^illence  is  in  the  clouds. 

In  fuch  cafes  of  deception,  let  not  man  escJaim,  as 

Jacob  does  in  Iris, What  is  it  tbou  hafi  done  ual^ 

me  A-  ^for  'tis  his  own  doings,  and  he  has  nothing 
to  lay  his  fault  00,  but  the  heat  and  poetic  iodifcre- 
tion  of  bis  own  paflions* 

,  I  know  not  whether  *tis  of  any  ufe  to  take  notice 
of  this  Angularity  in  the  patriarch's  life,  in  regard  to 
the  wrong  he  received  from  Laban,  which  was  the 
very  wrong  he  had  done  before  to  his  father  Ifaac^ 
when  tlie  infirmities  of  old  age  had  difabled  him  from 
diftinguiihing  oof  child  from  another :  Art  tbQumji 
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neryfoiE/au^  andhefaid^Iam.  'Tis  doubtful  whe* 
ther  Leah's  veracitjr  was  put  to  the  fame  teft^-^but 
both  fuffcred  from  a  fimilitude  of  ilratagem  ;  and  'tis 
brd  to  fajy  whether  the  anguilby  from  crofs'd  love' 
i]  the  breail  of  one  brothei^  might  not  be  as  fore  a 
punifhfnent  as  the  difquietudes  of  crofs*d  ambitioa 
and  revenge  in  the  breaft  of  the  other. 

I  do  not  fee  which  waj  the  honour  of  Providence 
is  concerned  in  repaying  us  exadlj  in  our  own  coin^) 
^or,  why  a  man  ihould  fall  into  that  very  pit  and. 
no  other)  which  he  has  graven  and  digged  for  another 
^an.  Time  and  chance  may  bring  fuch  incidents 
aboat  ;  and  there  wants  nothings  but  that  Jacob 
fiiould  have  been  a  bad  man,  to  have  made  this  a 
common- place  text  for  fuch  a  doArine, 

It  is  enough  for  us,  that  the  beft  way  to  efcape 
<^i)i  is,  in  general,  not  to  commit  it  Qnrfelves-*--and 
^^^%  whenever  the  paffions  of  mankind  will  oider  it 
ctherwife,  to  rob  thofe,  at  k&fi,  V)bo  hve  Judgments p 
cf  the  triumph  of  finding  it  out—  That  our  travail 
^as  returned  upon  our  heads ^  and  our  violent^  dealing f 
*fon  our  own  pates* 

I  cannot  conclude  this  difcourfe,  without  returning 
iril  to  the  part  with  which  it  fet  out, — the  p»triarch'» 
accoaat  to  the  king  of  Egypt,  of  the  ihortncfs  and 
iQifery  of  bis  daysi*-rgive-nQe  leave  to  bring  this  home 
tons,  by  a  fiogle  tefledioa  upon  each. 

There  is  fomething  ilrange  in  it,  that  life  Ihould 
appear  fo  ibort  in  tie  groft^  ■  and  yet  fb  long  in  tb^- 
^ftaiL  Miletf  may  make  it  fo,  you'll  fay  :•— but  we 
will  exclude  it,-— and  ftill  youll  find,  though  we  zQ 
^^KQ^kia  of  the  fhortnefs  of  life,  what  numbers  there 
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I  pitj  die  men^  vrhofe  natutal  pleafares  ate  biir« 
dens,  and  who  kj  from  yoj  [zs  thefe  IjpfeBetic  and 
norofe  fools  do)  as  if  it  was  really  an  evil  in  itfelL 

If  there  is  an  evil  in  this  world,  'cis  forrow  and 
heavinefsof  heart— -The  lofs  of  goods,  ■  of  healthy 
.—of  coronets  and  mitres,  are  oni j  evi!,  as  they  oc- 
eafion  forrow  ;~^idce  that  out— ^he  reft  is  fancy,  and 
dwelledi  only  in  the  head  of  man. 

Fbor  nnfortmiate  creature  that  he  is !'  as  if  the 
eanfes  of  angaifli  in  the  heart  were  not  enow— — 
but  he  mnft  fill  up  the  mealhre  with  thofe  of  caprice;, 
and  not  only  walk  in  a  vain  fliadow,— — but  difqoiet 
himfelf  in  vain  too. 

We  are  a  reftlefs.  fet  of  beings;. and  as  we  areKke« 
ly  6>.  continue  fo  to  'the  end  of  the  world^— the  beft 
we  can  do  in  it,  is  to  make  the  fame  uic  o€  this  part 
of  bur  charadcr,  whieh  wife  men  do  of  other  bad 
propenfities  ;— when  they  find  they  eanifm  conquer 
thenv— *-lhey  endeavour,,  at  leaft,  to  divert  them 
intd  gobd  ch^hiiels«   ^ 

.  If  therefor^  we  Mrflf  4ke  H  'tolieitons>  rmct  <tf  Cdf* 
tormentors,— let  'us  drop  the  conaoiion  ob|«fts  whicli 
loake  us  fo^-^iN^nd;  fet  Gtfb'ft  Ake  he  (bUdtout  oo^ 
to  live  well. 
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SERMON  XXIII. 

The  Parable  of  the  Rich  Man  and  La*- 

zarus  coniidered. 


^(f  be  faid'tttita  bim.  If  they  bear  not  Mofe^and  th«  pf«pi?^ets» 
neither  wiU  they  <bc  yeribadtd,  thawgh  on«  AouJd  rife  IfOBft 
the  dealt  , 

Ihesb  words  are  the  coftclufion  of  the  parable  of 
^  rich  flum  and  Lazarua;^  the  defign  of  which  wa» 
to  ibow  «a  the  neceffitj  of  coodudiDg  oorfclvcs  by 
^ch  lights  as  Goi>  had  been  pleafed  to  give  ua  :  the 
^fe  and  wffaaiag  of  tiic  patria/ch^s  final  determina- 
tion iti  tfae  teat  being  this.  That  thcj  wha  will  nofe 
^  perfiiadeflb  to  aftfwer  the  great  'piirf)ofea  of  theiv 
^ing,  ufou  fttch  axgvaciiia  as  are  -ofiered  tR»  theii» 
in  ScripCttrCy  will  oeuet  be  perfoaded  to  k  bj  any 
otbtr  meaws^  hqve  eQBCraordinar)r  f<)ev^r  i ..  .  Ifthty 
W 110^  ilfe^  anh/  ifc  pf^n^^  n^tberwiU  (bey  U 
t^Mded^  tbofu^  mt  JboiM  rififrwM  the  idtad^ 

-«-Ri&  iEom  the  dead  I  ToC'What-parpofe  ?  What 
covkl  Jkich  a  mefleoger  propoife  or  tirge,  «l)ich  ha4 
>ot  been  prbpolbd  and  firged  dlceadj?  The  noreltj 
^  ^fittptif^  «f  lilcb  ik^  viiil  aright  awalten  die  attend 


t^  KRMDK  rxnn 

I 

tibn  of  a  curious  unthinking  people,  who  fpent  their 
time  in  nothing  clfc  but  to  hear  and  tell  fome  new 
thing;  but,  ere  the  \wonderw«s- well  over,  fome  new 
wonder  would  dart  up  in  its  room,  and-then  the  man 
mi^giit  return  to  the  dead  from  whence  he  came,,iuid 
ncrfia  foul  make^ one  inquiry  about  hixD« 

This,  I  fear,  would  be  the  concliifion  of  the 

affair.  But,  to  bring  this  matter  ftill  clofer  to  us, 
let  us,  imagine,  if  there  is  nothing  unworthy  in  ir, 
thatGon,  in  compliance  with  ^curious  world,— —or, 
from  a  better  motive — in  compaSioa  to  a  iinful  one, 
fl^ould  vouchfafe  to  fend  one  from  the  dead,  to  call 
home  our  confciences,  and  make  us  better  ChriiUans, 
better  citizens^  better  men,  and  better  .fervants  to 
God  than  we  are. 

Now  bear  with  me,  Ibefeech  you,  in  framing  fucb 
an  addfe£s'asy  Inmagine,  woitld  be  mofilikely  to  gain 
our  attention^  and  conciliate  the  heart  to  what  be  bad 
to  fay :  the  great  cham^el  to  it  is  loter^ft-^-and  there 
ke  would  fet  out. 

He  might  teU  iixs  (after  the  mod  indtfpnuble  ere* 
dential&^of  whom  hefeirvfd)^  That  he  wa&  come  a 
meflenger  from*  the^  great  Gob  of  Heaven,  with  re* 
iterated  propofala,.whereby:}rDttcfa  was.  to  be.gi^anted 
us  on  his  fidey— and  foi^elAiing.  to.  be  parted  with 
on  ovLTSi  but  that,,  not  td  alarm :  us,^-— 'twas  neither 
boufes,  nor  laod>  i\jars.ppflei3iM5i>-r—-^twa9  neither 
wives,,  or. children, ^ot  bte.tbren,  or  fillers,  .which  vf& 
bad  to  fotfake;-«-rrao/Qne!  JtatiooaL  pleafure  to  be 
given'  jup »— r^<>  naturd  endearment  to.  bertom  from*-' 

——In  a  word',  Jie  wpuld  tell  us,  W^  had  nothing 
to.£ari  Witt,       ,  but  wb^  ir%8  ittil  lor  our  inUit2» 
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to  keep— —and  that  was  our  Vices  ;  which  brought 
death  and  mifery  to  our  doors. 

He  would  go  on,,  and.  prove  it  by  a  thoufand  ar— 
gntnents,  that  to  be  temperate  and  chaftc,  and  jaft 
and  peaceable^  and  charitable  and  kind  to  one  aiio-- 
ther— ^as  onlj  doing  tliat  for  Chiust*s  fake,  .which 
was  mod  for  our  own  ;  and  that  were  we  in  acapai« 
city  cf  capitulating  with  CoD-upon  what  ternns  we 
would  fubmit  to  his  gevernmenty-**— he  would  con* 
vincc  us,  'twould  be  iropoiSblc  for  the  wit  ofroan  tO:- 
frame  any  propbfals  more  for  our  prefent  iniercfls, 

tKan  to  lead  an  uncorrupud  Ufe to  do  the  thing- 

which  is  iawful  and 'right,  and  lay  fuch  reftraints  upon 
our  appetites  as  are  for  the  honour  of  human  nature,, 
aod  the.  refinement  of  bfunan  happinefs« 

When-  this  point  was  mad6  out  and  the  alarms 

irom  interefl  got  over, the  fpedlre  might  addrefs* 

himfelf  to  the  other  pafEons — la  doing  this,  he  could' 
but  give  us  the  moft  engaging  ideas  of  the  perfec- 
tions of  GoB, or  could  he  do  more  than  itnprefs, 

the  moft:  awful  ones  of  his  maijfty.and  power  :  ■  ■ 
he  might- reminds  usj  that'we  are  creatures  but  of  a 
<%,— Jiaftening  to  the  place  from^  whence  we  fliall 
Dot  return  ;*— that  during  our  ft  ay,  we  flood  ac- 
countable to  this  Being,  who,,  though  rich  in  mercies, 

""jet  was  tefribTc  in  his  iiidgments  ^ that  he  took. 

notice  of  all  our  aftions  ; that  he. was  about  our 

paths^  and    about  our  b^'ds,  and  fpied  out  all  ouc 
ways ;  and  was  fo  pure  in  his  nature,  that  he  would 
pitiiih. even  the  wicked  imaginations,  of .  the  heart,,. 
and  *  had '  appointed  a  day.  wjicreia  he .  w  ould  entec 
Qto  ibis  ibquiry,— — 
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He  might  add- 


— But  what  ?-^wiUi  all  the  eloquence  of  an  infpired 
tongue.  What  couM  he  add  or  fay  to.  us,  which 
has  not  heen  faid  before  ?  The  experiment  has  been 
tried  a  thoufand  times  upon  the  hopes  and  fears,  the 
leafons  and  paffions  of  men,  by  all  the  powers  of 
nature — the  applications  of  which  have  been  fo  great, 
and  the  variety  of  addreffes  fo  unanfwcrable,  that 
there  is  not  a  greater  paradox  in  the  world,  than  that 
fo  goo^  a  religion  (hould  be  no  better  recommended 
by  its  profeilors. 

The  hdt  is,,  mankind  are  not  always  in  a  humour 
to  be  convinced,— and  fo  long  as  the  jMre-engagemeat 
with  our  paffions  fubiifls,  it  is  not  argumentatioa 
which  can  do  the  bufmefs ;— — we  ;iaa7  amufe  dun 
felves  with  the  cereoiony  of  the  operation,  but  we 
reafon  not  with  the  proper  faculty,  when  we  fee 
every  thing  in  the  (hape  aud  coliouring  in  which  tie 
treachery  of  the  fences  paints.it;  and  indeed,  were 
we  only  to  look  into  the  world^  and  obfcrve  how  io- 
clinable  men  are  to  defend  evil,  as  well  as  to  commit 
it,.  one  would  think  at  Srfl  fight,  thej  believed 
libat  all  difconrCes  of  religion  and  virtue  were  mere 
matters  of  fpeculation,  for  men  to  entertain  fome 
idle  hours  with ;  and  eonelude  very  naturally,  that 
^e  feemed  to  be  agreed  in  no  one  thing,  but  fpeak- 
tng  well,P— and  a&ing  ill.  But  the  trueft  eomnieot 
is  in  the  text,,  if  ibiy  bear  nai  Mofa  and  tiefropbits, 

&c 

'  If  they  are  not  brought  over  to  the  int^efts  of  re* 
figicH),  upon  fuch  difcoyeries  as  Gob  has  made^-or 
lias  enabled  them  to  make^^ej  wUl  Hand  out  lyaiiift 
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all  evidence  !- — ^  yain  (haU  tuu  rile  lor  their  coa* 

vidion :— was  the  earth  to  give  up  her  dead*    ■  ■ 

^twoald  be  the  fame  ; every  man  would  return 

again  to  his  courfe^.and  the  faoae  bad  paiHons  would 
produce  the  faaie  bad  anions  to  the  end  of  the  world* 

This  is  the  priucipat  le^Ton  of  the  parable  ;  but  J 
mud  enlarge  upon  the  whole  of  it — becaufe  it  haa» 
fome  other  ufcful  leflons,  and  they  will  beil  ptekut 
themfelves  to  us  as  we  go  along. 

la  this  parable  which  is   one  of  the  mod  remarks 
able  in  the  Gofpel,  our  Saviour  reprefeots  a  fcene, 
in  which,  by  a  kind  of  contraft,  two  of  the  naofl  op«>- 
poiite  conditions  that  could  be  brougllt  together  fron^- 
humaa  Ii£e^  are  paiSed  before  our  intia^inations. 

The  one,  a  jnan  ejulted  above,  the  level  of  smb^ 
^^i  to  the  higbeft  pinpacle  ofpro^rity^«^toriche| 
*^o  bappineb-— I.  (ay^,  btippitt^s^f^sx  compliaDO^ 
*^^H  the  worlds  apd  oo  a  fuppofition  that  the  pof» 
«i5on  of  riches  moft  make  us  happy,  wheo  the  very 
PUTfuit  of  them  fo  warms  our  ioiaginations,  that  we 
flake  bjoth  body  and  foul  upoa-  the  event,  as^iiE  they 
^^^e  things  not  to  be  purchafed  at  too  deac  a  rate» 
Ibej  are  the  wages  of  wifdom,— as  well  as  of  folly. 
-"^Whatever  was  the  cafe  here,  is  beyond  the  pur- 
port of  the  parable— the  Scripture  is  filent,  and  fo 
"lould  we  :  i^  marks  only  his  outward  condition  by 
the  coainion  appendages  of  it,  in  the  two  great  arti* 
^•ts  of  Vanity  and  Appetite :— <o  gratify  the  one,  he 
^^'5^3  clothed  in  purple  and  fine  linen  j  to  fatisfy  the 
other  J— fared  fumptuoufly  cverj  d^y  ;  ■  ■  and  upoQ 
^^^7  thing  too-'— we'll  fuppofe,  that  climates  cauld 
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ftrrni/h-i-a— i-that  luxury  could  invent,  ot  the  hand  of 
fcifence  coiild  torture. 

Clbfe  by  his  'gates  is  reprcftnted  an  objeft  whom 
Providence  might  feem  to  have  placed  there,  to  cure 
the  pride  of  man,  and  fhow'Hitii  to  what  wretched^ 
lids  h»  condirioii  might  Be  brought:  a  creature  in 
all  the  Ihipwreck  of  nature,— ihe\plefs, — undone,— 
in  want  of-friendsj*  in"  want  Tof  health,-*'and  in  want 
of  every  thing,  vrith-them;;-wliiclr*hilt  diftreflis  calF. 
ed  for. 

In  this  flate  he  is  drfbribcd  *as'  (feffrhig  to  be  ftJ 
with  the  crumbs  iw^hich  fell  from"  the  rich  man'i 
tkble  ;  and  though  the  cafe  is  not  exprefsly  pot,  thai 
he  was  refufed,  yet  as*  the  contrary  is  not  affirmed 
hi  the  Wfltorical  part^  tHe  parable,— Jtjf  pfcaded  after 
by'ithe  other,  thaf  he  (bowed  mercy  to' the  hnfferablf, 
we  may  conclude  his  regueft  was  unfuccefsful — ^l.kc 
too  many  others  in  the  "world,  cither  fo  high  lifie<l 
up  in  ir,  that  they  cannot  look  down  diftinftly  enough 
upon  the  fuffcnng§  -of  their  fellow-creatures,— or,  ^j 
long  farfeiting^  in  a  contitiual  courft  of  banqueting 
ttfd  good*  cheer;  they  forget  there  is  fuch  a  diftem- 
peras  hunger  in  the  catalogtie  of  HiiTnan  infifmitics. 

Overcharged"  with  this,  and  "perhaps  a  thoufsrii 
unpitied  wants  rn  a.  pilgrimage  through 'an  inhofpi* 
table  world,  the  poor  man  finks  filently  under  i'i> 
burden.- — But,  good  GaD  f  whence  is  this?  W>v 
doft  thou  fufFer  thffe  hardfliips  in  a  world  which  thoJ 
haft  made  ?  is  it  for  thy  honour,-  that  one  man  flioiiM 
eat 'the  bread* of  fulnefs  and  fo  many  -of  his  ovit 
ftock  and  lineage  eat  the  bread  of  forroW  ? — ^T''^' 
tliis  man  fhnuld  go  clad  in   purple,  and  have  all  h:> 


paths  ffrewed^  with  rofe-bods  of  delight,  whilft  fo 
many  mournfal  pafle'ngers  go  heavily  along,  and  pafs 
by  bis  gates,  hanging  down  their  heads  ?  Is  it  for 
thy  glbry,  O'GoD  t  that  fo  large  afliade  of  iniferj 
fliould  be  fpread  acrofs  thy  works  ?— or,  is  ft  that  we 
fee  but  a  part  of  them  ?  When  the  great  chain  at 
length  is  let   down,  and  all  that  has   held   the  tw6 

worlds  in- harmony  is  feen  ; when  the  dawn  of 

that  day  approaches,  in  which  all  the  diflrefsful  in^ 
cident^of  this  drama  fhall  be  unravelled  ; — '< — when 

every  man*i  cafe  fliall  be  reconfidered, then  wilt 

thou  be  fully  j^fti£^  is  •allthy  ways,  and  every 
month  fliall  be  flopped.  - 

After  a  long  day  of  mercy  mifpent  in  riist  and  Oft; 
cliaritableaels,  the  rich  man  <fif^  ai^b  ; — the  parabf<i 
*Ms,-*— and  was  bttried  ;■  Buried  no  doubt  iit 
tfiutnph,  with  all  the  iH-timed  pride  of  funerals,  and 
empty  decorations,  which  worldly  folly  is  apt  to  pro^ 
ititate  upon  thofe  occafibns. 

Bat  this  was  the  taft*vain  &ow.;  the  utter  conclu-* 
fion  of  all  bis  Epicurean  grandeur : — the  next  is  a 
fccne  of  horror,  where  he  is  reprefented  by  our  Sa^' 
viouR,  in  a  flatc  of  the  utmoft  mifery,  from  whence 
lie  is  fuppofed  to  lift  up  his  eyes  towards  heaven,  and- 
cry  to  the  patriarch  Abraham  for  mercy. 

And  Abraham  faidy  Son,  remember  that  thou  in  thy 
lifetime  received^  thy  good  things, 

—That  he  had  received  his  good  things, — 'twas 
from  heaven,r-— and  co«ild  be  no  reproach;  with 
what  feverity  foever  the  Scripture  fpcaks  againll 
riches,  it  does  not  appear  that  the  living  or  faring 
Itttnpiuoufly   every  day^  was  the  crime  objedqjd  to 
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the  .rich  man;  .or  tlfrslt  it  is  a  real  part  af  arVittbtts 
charafter.  Tht  cafe  might  be  then,  as  now  :  his 
q^ualitj  and  Nation  in  the  world  might  be  fttppofed 
tdbefuchy  as  not  only  to  have  juftified  his  doing 
thiff,  but,  in  general/ to  have  r^qiiired  it,- without 
^ny  imputation  of  deling  wrong  \  for  di£Es1?ences  of 
ft^tions  there  mud  be  in  the  world,  which  muft  be 
Ibpported  by  ftieh  niarks  of  diitinAion  as  cuftom 
impofes.  The  exceeding  grea^  plenty  and  roagnifi- 
eence,  in  which  Solomon  is  defcribed  to  have  lived, 
who  had  ten  fat  oxen,  -and  twepty  oxen  out  of  tbc 
paftures,  and  a  hundred  fiieep,  b^fides  harts  and 
roe-bucks,  and  fallow  deer,  and  fatted  fowl,  ^tth 
thirty  jneafures  of  fiue  96ur,  ^ad  tHreefoore  owa* 
(&1WS  of  meal|  for  the  d^ily  provi^n  of  hi$  tabU ; 
■ .  ■  .all  this  is  not  laid  to  hif}»  as  a  {in,  but  r^ithcr 
fien^arked  as  an  infiance  of  God^s  blefiing  to  him  ^* 
apd  whenever  theffi  things  art  other  wife,  'tis  from  a 
waileful  and  diflbonefl  perverlion  of  them  to  per* 
nicious  ends^-^and  oft-times,  to  the  very  oppoiire 
ones  for  which  they  were  grantcd,^^  glad  the 
lieart,  to  open  it,  and  render  it  moce  kind— ^ 

A«d  this  fecros  to  have  been  the-  faare  the  rich 
fian  had  fallen  into— —and  poffibiy,  bad  he  fared 
lefs  fumptuoufly,—— he  might  have  had  more  cool 
hours  for  reflexion,  and  ba^i  better  difpofed  toliHre 
conceived  an  idea  of  want,'  ami  to  have. felt  €«npaf- 
$on  for  it. 

^fui  jibraham  /aid,  Son^  reme^mher  that  thou  in  thy 
lifetime  recewdft  tby  good  thuigs^ami  likewife  Jm^(3^^' 
evil  things. — Hememb^r,!— >fad  fubje^dt  of  recollec- 
tion I  that  a  man  has  pailed  through  this  world  wi>> 
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all  the  bteffings  and  advantages  tt  it,  on  his  fid^— • 

feroured  by  God  Almighty  with  riches ^befriend* 

ed  bjr  his  fellow- creatures  in  the  means  of  acquiring 
them, — B'^^fled  every  hour  by  the  ibciety  of  which 
he  is  a  member^  in  the  enjoyment  of  them — ^to  re« 
member  how  much  he  has  received— —how  little  he 
has  bcftowcd, — that  he  has  been  no  mah*s  friend,^. 

no  one*s  protcaor,^-^p— no  one's  benefador ^BUf- 

fed  God ! 

Thus  begging  in  yain  for  himfelf,  he  is  reprefient- 

«d  at  lail  as  interceding,  for  his  brethren,  that  La- 

-iwus  might  be  fcnt  to  them  to  give  them  warnings 

and  fave  them  from  the  ruin  which  he  had  fallen 

into- They  have  Mofes  and  the  prophets^  was  the 

anfwer  of  the  patriarchy — kt  them  hear  them;  but 
^^e  unhappy  man  is  .  reprefented,  as  difcontented 
with  it ;  and  Rill  perfiHing  in  his  requeft,  and  ur«* 
V^^%f^Nay^  father  Abraham,  hut\f  one  went  from 
the  dead,  they  would  repent. 

' ^He  thought  fo— *but  Abraham  knew  other* 

wife:   And    the    grounds  of  the    determination,   I 

^Vit  explained  already,— —^fo  fliall  proceed  to  draw 

fome  other  concluiionii,  and  leflbns'from^the  parable. 

^ndfirft,  our  Saviour  might  further  intend  to 

difcover  to  us  by  it,  the  dangers  to  which  great 

ricbes  naturally  expofe  mankind,  agreeably  to  what 

is  elfewhere  declared,  how  hardly  ihall  they  who 

^avc  them,  enter  into  the  kingdom  of  Heaven. 

'The  truth  is,  they  .are  often  too  dangerdus  a  blef- 

fing  for  God  to  truft  us  with,  or  we  <o  manage : 

they  furround  us  at  all  times  with  eafe,  with  non- 
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fenfe,  with  flatter3r,  rand  £dfe  friead^,  with  ivhich 
thoufands  and:  ten  thoufands  have  ^periihed:*-^ 
thej  aj:e  apt  to  multiplj  our  faults^.and  treacherov^y 
to  conceal  them.; from  us:  ■  they  hourly  admini- 
fUr  to  our  temptaitions  ^^— .and  neither  allow  us  time 
to.  examine  our  faults,  or  humility  to. repent  of 
them  :-r*nay,  whgt  is  ^ilrange,  do  they  not  often 
tenqjit  men  even  to  covetoufnefs  ?  and  though^  a- 
tnidft  all  the  ill  ofEces  which  riches  do  us,  one 
would  leaft  fufpeQ  this  vice,  but  rather  think  the  one 
a  cure  for  the  other  :  yet  fo  it  is,  that  many  a  man 
contrads  his  fpirits  upon  the  enlargement  of  bis 
forXune,  and  is  the  more/^mptyfo^  being  full. 

JBut  there  is  lefs  need  to  preach  againil  this  :  we 
feem  all  to  be  haftening  to  the  oppofite  extreme  of 
luxury. and  expence  :  we  generally  content  ourfclves 
with  the  folution  of  it :  and  fay,  'tis  a  natural  coo* 
fequence  of  trade  and  riches— and  there  it  ends. 

By  the  way,  I  affirm,  there  is  a  mift^e  iff  the 
adkount ;  and  that  it  is  pot  riches  which  are  the 
wufe  of  luxury, — ^but  the  xorr^pt  calculation  of  the 
world,  in  mp^king  riches  the/balance  for  honour,  for 
virtue,  and  for  every  thing  that  is  great  and  goodi 
which  goads  fo  many  thoi^fands  on  with  an  affeSa* 
tion  of  pofTeffing  more  than  they  have^  and  cod- 
fequently  of  engaging  in  a  fyftem  of  expences  tbej 
cannot  fupport. 

In  one  word,  'tis  the  nece0i(y  of  appearing  to  be 
fon^ebody,  in  order .  to  be  fo — -^which  ruios  the 
world. 

This  leads  us .  to  another  ^  leflbn  in  the .  parable 
conccn^ing  the  true  ufe  and  application  of. riches-- 


We.mT^beifare,  from  the  Cfeatment  of  the,  rich 

man,  that  he  did  not  emploj   thofe  talents  .as  Gqd 
intended.— - 

How  God  did.  intend  theniy— •maj  as  well  be 
kop;wn  from  an  appeal  to  jour  own  hearts,  and  the 
iA&riptien  jou  fhall  read  ther^,— ^s  from  anj  cbap« 
terandverfe  I  might  cite  upon.|he  fi)bjeft.  Let 
OS  then  for  a  moment^  jAj  dear  auditors  !  turn  OBt 
eyes  that  way^  ai^d  confider,.  the.  t];9ces  which  even 
the  moil  iofepfible  man  o^aj  have  proof  of,  from 
what  he. ma  J  perceive  fpringing  up  within  him  from 
i»ine  cafual  si&  of  generoGtj ;  and  though  this  is  a 
pleafure  which  properly  belongs  to  the  good,  yet  let 
biratry  the  experiment,rrrlct  hipa  comfort  the  cap- 
tive, or  cpver..  the  .A^k^d  .with,  a  garment,  and  j^e 
^i\  fed  what  is  meant,  by -that  ijaoral  deliglK,,.ari0ng 
in  the  miod  from  .^he .  confcience  of  a  humane 
aflion. 

But  to  know  it  right,  we  muft  call  upon  the  com- 
paffionate— Cruelty  gives  evidence  unwillingly,  and 
feels  the  pleafure  but  imperfeftly  j  for  this,  like->aU 
othjsr  pictures,  is  pf  a. relative  nature,  and  confe- 
queatly.,tbe  eojoyment  of,  .it  requires  fomet  qualifica- 
tion in  the  faculty,  as  much  ^s  the  enjoyment  of  aqij 
other  gQod  does  :---there  mufl  ^be-  fomething  apte.ce« 
dent  in-  the  difppfition  and  temper  which  will  render 
that  good..  .  a  good  (o  that  indiyidual ;  otherwife, 
though  'tis  true  it  njay  be  pc^ffeffed,-, ^yct  it  nev^ 

canbeenjoyed. 

Confider  how  difficult  you  will  iind  it  to  convince 
a.miferl;  hearty  that  ,any  thing  is  good  which. is 
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'  not  profltatbler;  or  a  fdxsrtine  on^,  that  aiiy>dmig  is 
bad  \vhtch  is  pleafant« 

Preach  to  a  volupttrarj'y"who  has  mdEldl'd  both 
mind .  and  body  to  no  other  h^ppinefs  bxit  good  eat- 
ing and  drinking,— i^bid  hitniq^e  and  fee  ham)  good 

^God  is : there  is  not  an  invitation  in  all  nature 

would  confound  him  like  it. 

In  a  word,  a  m^afs  mi&d  maft  belike  your  pro- 
polltion,  before  rt  can  be  reliihed ;  and  'tis  the  r&- 
femblance  between  them  whiph  brings  over  his  judg- 
ment and  loakes  him.an  evidence  on  your  fide. 

'Tis  therefore  not  to  the  cruel, — 'tis  to  the  merci- 
ful J— to  thofe  who  rejoice  with  them  tbat  rqoice, 
dnd  weep  with  them  that  weep,— that  we  make  this 
appeal  :-^'tis  to  the  generous,  the  kind,  and  bnmane, 
that  I  am  now  to  tell  the  fad  *  dory  of  the  fatherlefs, 
and  of  him  who  hath  no  helper  ;  znd  befpeak  jour 
almfgiving  in  behktf  of  thofe  .who  know  not  how  to 
alk  for  it  themfelves. 

—What  can  I  fay  more?— it  is  a  fubjeft  on  whiA 
J  cannot  iivform  your  judgment,— ——and  in  foch  an 
indieOce,  I  would  not  prefume  to  praAife  upoa  your 
paffions «  let  it  fuffice  to  fay,  that  they  whom  Go9 
hath  bleffed  with  the  means, — ^and  ftxjm  whom  he  has 
done  more,  in  blei&ng  them  likc^fe  with  a  difpo. 

iitiou, ^have  abundant   reafon  to  be  thankful  to 

him,  as  the  author  of  every  good  gift,  for  the  mca- 
fiire  he  hath  beilowed  t©  them  of  both  :  '^tts  the  re* 
fuge  againft  the  fiormy  wind  and  tempeft,  which  be 
has  planted  in  our  hearts.;  and  the  xjonfiant  fiu^a- 
tion  of  every  ^hig  in  this  world  forees  all  the  few 

*  Charity  Sermon  jlt>S^  Aodrew'«,  Holbora. 


tni  dsiughters.oi  Ai^m  to  bek  flielter  under  it  by 
tarns.  Guard  it  bj  entails  and  fettlements  as  w^ 
will|  the  moil  affluent  plenty  maj  be  flripp'd^  and 
find  all  its  worldlj  comfortSi  like  fo  nianj  witbercd 
bvesy  dropping  from  ns.-^The  crowns  of  princes 
Dsaj  be  fhaken  ;  and  the  greateft  that  ever  awed  ^he 
world  have  looked  badk,  and  moraliabed  up<m  the 
turnof  the  wheel. 

That  which  has  h^pened  to  onej^-^nay  happen  to 
every  man ;  and  therefore  that  excdlent  role  of  one 
Sa?iour,  in  ads  of  benevolence,  as  well  as  every 
thing  elfe,  ihould  govern  us  ;-«-72a/  wiai/oeper  ye 
wttldihai^men^ould  do  to  you^  do  jt  alfo  unto  them: 

Hall  thou  ever  laid  upon  the  bed  of  languifliing^ 
or  laboured  under  a  diftemper  which  threatend  thy 
^^0.  Call  to  mind  thy  forrowful  and  penfive  ipirit 
3^  that  time,  and  fay.  What  it  was  that  made  the 
^bughts  of  death  fo  bitter  ? — If  thou  baft  children, 
—I  affirm  it,  die  bitternefs  of  death  lay  there !— rif 
unbrought  up,  and  unprovided  for.  What  will  be- 
come of  them  ?  Where  will  they  find  a  friend  when 
I  am  gone,  who  will  ftand  up  for  them,  and  plead 
their  caufe  againft  the  wicked  ? 

•— Blefied  God  !  to  thee,  who  art  a  father  to  the 
fatherleHs,  and  a  hufband  to  the  widow, — 1  intruft 
them. 

Hail  thou  ever  fuftained  any  confiderable  ihock  in 
thy  fortune  ?  or.  Has  the  fcantinefs  of  thy  condition 
harried  thee  into  great  ftratts,  and  brought  thee  a]« 
moft  to  diftraAion  ?  Confider  who  it  was  that  fpread 
a  tabic  in  that  wilderncfs  of  thought, — who  made  thy 
cap  to  overflow?  Was  k  net  a  friend  of  confolation 
Vol  VI.  B 
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iN^ho  ftepped  in, — ^faw  thee  etobarralled  with  the  ten- 
der pledges  of  tfaj  love,  and  the  partner  of  thj  cares, 
•— toolc'them  under  his  protedion-^— ->Heaven !  thou 
wilt  reward  him  for  it  ?  and  freed  thee  from  all 
the  terrifying  apprehenfions  of  a  parentis  love? 
^«^Haft  thou — 

■  But  how  fbali  I  alk  a  queftion  which  mufi 
1)ring  tears  into  fo  manjr  eyes  ?■■'  Haft  thou  ever 
1>een  wounded  hn  ft  more  affe&ing  .manner  Aillf  ^J 
the  lofs  of  a  moft  o|>liging  friend,  i  .  .or  ^e^  torn 
away  from  the  embraces  of  a  dear  and  promifing-child 
by  the-ftroke  of  death  !«-Bitter  remcnibrance:!  N^ 
ture  droops  at  it— -but  Nature -Is  the -fame  in  allcoQ« 
ditions  and  lots  of  life.-^A  xhild  thruft  forth  ia  an 
evil  hour,  without  food,  without  raiment,  bereft  of 
inftrudion,  and  the  means  of  its  falvation^  isafulw 
jeSt  of  more  tender  heart- ;^hes,  and  w^ill  awakea 
every  power  of  nature  ;««-4is  we  have  felt  for  ourfelves, 

let. us  feel — for  Christ^s  fake  let  us  feel ^for 

theirs:  and  may  the  Goj)  of  all  comfort  hhia  jou» 
Atpen. 


'^'        '■ 
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ftidc* 


«VKI  MX.  IO9  'If* 

<Bttii0b,  When  thoa  art  bnkten,  go  mad  fit  dowft  in  the  lawdt 
foonmhat  when  he  chat  baide  thee*«o«icth,  he  nay  Ikj  to  thcei 
friaid,goup  higher j^  then  Oialt  thoa  hivi  woHhip  in  the  pre. 
^enceof  them  who  fit  at  meat  with  thee ;  for  whofoe^r  cxalt- 
tih  Mmfelf  JEhaU  be  abafcd^  aadlie  that  hnmblcth  himfetf  (hall 
"c  aalted. 

"is  an  exhortation  of  our  Satioor's  to  Humilitj^ 
•ddrcffed  bj  uvay  of  inference  from  what  he  had  faid 
m  the  three  foregoing  verfes  of  the  chapter  i  ^ew, 
^poo  entering  into  the  houfe  of  one  of  the  chief  Pha« 
^^ces  to  eat  bread,  and  marking  how  fmall  a  portion 
^this  neceflarj  virtue  entered  in  with  the  feveral 
t^ts^  difcovering  itfelf  from  their  choofing  the  chief 
rooms,  and  moft  diflinguiflied  places  of  honoar  :*^ 
Stakes  the  occafion  which  fnch  a  beha^ioar  offered, 
to  caption  them  againft  Pride  ;-^tate8  the  inconve>- 
^CQce  of  the  paflion  ;->^lhoW8  the  dilappointments 
which  ^tend  it  ;-^the  difgrace  in  which  it  generallj 
^^1  in  being  forced  at  laft  to  recede  from  the  pre^ 
^oni  to  wlut  is  moT0  than  oar  due  ^  whidi.  b j 
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<he  WKf,  w  the  orery  diing  the  ya&an  is  etemaSy 

prompting  us  to  expeft.     When  therefore,  thou  art 

bidden  to  a  weddmgj  fays  o|ir  Satioui^,  fit  not  dowfi 

^in  the  higheft  room,  left  a  nnore  honourable  man  than 

thou  be  hidden  of  hip[\;  and  he  that. hade  thee  and 

him,  come  and  faj  to  the«,P-i-Give  thi»  man  place; 

and  thou  begin  with  fluune  to  t^ke  the  lowed  room. 

...ji  yBut  thou^  when  thou  art  bidden,  go  and  fit 

down  in  the  loweft  room: — Hard  lefture! — la  the 

4oweft  room  ?— Whaty-^oJ  owe  nothing  to  mjt- 

ielf?  Muft  I  forget  ray  f^aiionv  my  charader  in  life? 

rlLefigQ  the  precedence  which  my  bii^lH  my  fortuflc, 

4(ny  talesits,  h^vediffeady  piac^d  meia  poffeffionef? 

...M.  ■■  .Give  all  up?'  and  fuffer  infeuiorsL  tty  take  myho- 

:^ours  ?  Yes  '^ — for  that,,  fays  our  SAviaUR,  is  the 

road  to  it :  For  when  he^  that  if  ode  f bee  cpmethy  he  w^ 

Jay  to  thee.  Friend^  go  up  higher;  thenjbalt  thou  haw^ 

^or/hiff  in  tit  frtfom:e,pf  tib0m-!mb^*fi^  at  meat  v»i 

Ate  Z'^ar  wkofoep^  emiUeihhiinfdfJbaUhe  dq^i 

.field  he  tbatjmmiietb  himJHfJh^M  exaiud, 

To^make  good- the  truth  of  which  dedasatioOy  ^ 
is  not  necsfikryiweihquld  look. beyond  thii  life,  and 
Tay^  that  in  the  «tay  of  retribution,' wiiej:^  eveij 
liigh  thing' flndl' be  bi^ottgho lowland evtiy  irregdai 
.^iBon  dealt  witii  as  it  defeifve^  ;uj.  that  pridfl) 
iimoogfi  the  reil  ^oonfidlered  as  a  vitiouajcharafisO 
.^fiiall  meet  unith  i^-pzoper  pv&ifliment  of  being  abaH 
and  lying' down  fiurev^r  in  ^taoie  and  diftbonoar-p 
It  is  not  nJ5ceffary  we  fliould'lookib  fiMr  forw.ards  for 

the  accompliOuneat  oj  Ais:  the  words  feiem  not  & 
much  xxx  imp];^  the  tbxcat  p£  a  diftaa*  puniihmcnti 
,the  c|j3tcqjtion,  Qf  s^hich  was4K)  berefpited  to  that  day  5 


fSt  declaration'^ of  a  plain  troth,  depending  upoa 
Ihe  natural  coiirfe  of  things^  and  evidentlj  v^rified^ 
in  every  lionr's  comiaerceof  the  world ;  from  whence^ 
as  weM  as  from  our  reafoning  upOn  the  point,  it  ia 
foondy  that  Pride  lajs  u&  open  to  fo  manj  mortifjiag 
encounters,  whidi  HUmility  in  its  own  nature  refts 
iccore  froof;-— that  verilj,  each  of  them,  in  this  worlds- 
have  their  reward  faithfuUj  dealt  out  hy  the  natural 
workings  of  meas-'paffions  ;•  which,  though  very  bad 
execfitioncrs  in  general,' yet    are  fofar  jnft  ones  in^ 
tbisi  that' they  (eldom  fofer  tiie  -exultations  of  an  in«> 
Ment  temper  to  efcape  'the  abafement,  or  the  de* 
ponment  of   a  humUe  one  to  fail  of  the  honour,^ 
n^idi  each  of  theiriftiaraAers  dodefer^ife*  - 

In  other  ▼itJOns  exeefles  which  a  mati  ^commits, 
tbe  woarU  (>thoug]h  it  is  not  much  to  iti»'  credit),  feems 
t»  ftand  pretty  neuter  :  if  you  ace  extralvjrgaar'  or  in- 
temperate, yon  are  looked  u|5oa  ar  the  gr^atcft  ene- 
BJj  to  yourlfilf, — •OT^  if  va  enemy  to  the  public— at 
Icaft,  you  are  fo  remote  a  one  to  each  indr\'idaal, 
tkat-  no  'one  ffaels*  himfelf  iflPMnediately  concerned  in 
your  puniflunent  :  bat  in  the-inftanccs -of  Pride,  thte 
anaok  is  .pecfonal :  for  as  thiir-pailion  can  only  take 
its  rife  f rom  ^a  fecfercomparifon,  which  the  party 
has  b«en  n&aking  of  himfelf  to  my  difadvantage, 
every  iotimsAion  he  gives  me  of  what  he  thinks  of 
the  matter,  is  ib  far  a  dire£k  injury,  either  as  it  with* 
iioids  the  refpeft  which  is  my  due,  or  perhaps  de- 
nies me  to  have  any  :  or  elfe^  which  prefles  equally 
hard,  as  it  puts  me  in  mmd  of  the  defeAs  which  I 
seally  have,  and  of  which  I  am  truly  confcious,  and 
€oafeqaently  think  my felf  the  lefs  deferving  of  an  ad^ 

B3 
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SMmition :  in  every  dne  of  which  caiie?^  die  proiul 
man,  in  whatever  language  he  fpeaks  it,— if  it  is  ex- 
preffipve  of  this  fuperioritj  over  me,  either  in  the  gifts 
of  fortune,  the  advantages  of  birth  or  improvements, 
as  it  has  proceeded  from  a  mean  efttmation,  and 
poffiblj  a  very  unfair  one,  of  the  like  pretenfions  in 
inyielfy— -*the  attack,  I  fay,,  is  perfbnai ;  and  has 
genevalljr  the  £ata  to  he  felt  and  refented  as  fncb. 

So.  that  with  regard  to  the  prefent  ineonvenieoceS) 
there  is  fcarce  any  vice,  bating  fueh  as  are  immedi- 
ately punifhed  by  laws,  which  a  man  may  not  in- 
dulge  with  more  fafcty  ta  him&lf,  than  this  one  d 
Pride  $--^the  hombleft  of  men,  not  being  fo  entirelj 
void  of  the  paffion  thenafelves,  but  that  they  fnSer 
fo  much  from  the  overflowings  of  it  in  others,  as  to 
make  the  literal  accompliihment  of  the  text  a  coin* 
mon  intereft  and  concern  :  in  which  they  are  gene* 
rally  fucceiisful,— >the  nature  of  the  vice  facing  fuch^ 
as  not  only  to  tempt  you  to  it,  but  to  afford  the  oc- 
cafions  itfelf  of  its  own  humiliation. 

The  proud  man fee  1— — he  is  fore  all  over  j 

touch  him.-,  yon  put  him  to  pain  ;.  and  though,  of 
all  others,,  he  aAs  as  if  every  mortal  was  void  of  alt 
fenfe  and  feeling,  yet  is  pofleffed  with  fo  nice  ani 
ezqui&e  a  one  himfelf,  that  the  flights,  the  litde  ne- 
gleds  and  inftanees  of  difefteem„  which  would  b( 
fcarce  fck  by  another  man,  are  perpetually  wounds 
-  »g  him,  and. oft-times  pieroing  him  to  his  very  hearts 

I  would  not  therefore  be  a  proud  man^  was  it  odf  j 
for  this,  that  it  fhouldnot  be  in  the  power  of  eve7 
one  who  thought  fit-*-to  chaftife  me— My  other  i»i» 
firiaitie^;^ however  unworthy  of  me,  atkaftwittnot 
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incommode  me  :— -fo  little  difcountenance  d6  I  fee 
given  to  them,  that  it  is  not  the  world's  fault,  if  I* 
fcffer  by  thcin — But  here— if  I  exalt  mjfelf,  1  have 
00  profpe^t  of  efcaping  :■■  "^vith  this  vice  I  ftand 
fwoln  up  in  ererj  body's  way,,  and  muft  unavoidabljr 
fe  thrufl;  back :  whichever  way  I  turn,  whatever  ftep 
Ttake  under  the  direftion  of  this-paiBon,  I  pre(s  un- 
kindly upon  fooae  one,  and  in  retufu,  muft  prepare 
mjfelf  forfuch  mortifying: repulles,  as  will  bring  me' 
down,  and  make  me  go  on  my  way  forrowing* 

This*  is  from  the  nature  of  things,  and  the  expe« 
rience  of  life  as  far  back  as  Solomon,  whofe  obfer* 
ntioa  upon  it  was  the  fame,.— .and  it  will  ever  hold 
good,  thai  before  honour  was  humility ^  and  a  haughty 
Spirit  be/ore  afall-^^Put  not  thtteforetbyftlf forth  intb0 
f^efence  cf  the  iing^  andjland  not  in  the  place  of  great 
«»;■  *for  better  is  i/— (which  by  the  way  is  the 
wry  diffualive  in  the  text)  better  isit,  that  it  h'efaid' 
ttttfQ  tbee^  Friend  come  up  higher,  than  that  tboufbouldefl 
he  put  lower  in  the  prefence  of  the  prisicewbom  thine  eyes- 
havejeen: 

Thus  much  for  the  illuft ration  of  this*  one  argu- 
ment of  our  Saviour's,  againA  Pride  :  .  there  are 
many  other  coniiderations  which  expofe  the  weaknefa 
of  it,  which  his  knowledge  of  the  heart  of  man  might 
have  faggefted  ,  but  as'  the  particular  occafion  which 
gave  rife  to  this  lefture  of  our  Saviour's  againft 
Pride,  naturally  led  him  to  fpeak  of  the  mortifica- 
tions which  attend  fuch  inftances  of  it  as  he  then  be- 
held :  ■■  for  this  reafon,  the  other  arguments  might 
be  omitted,  which  perhaps,  in  a  fet  difcourfe,  would 
be  doing  injuftice  to  the  fubjed.      I  (liall  therefore; 

B4 


in  the  remaining  part  of  this,  beg  leave  to  offer  fom« 
ether  confiderations,  of  a  moral  as  well  as  a  religiom 
nature  npon  this  fubjcfi^  as  fo  manj  inducements  tc 
check  this  iveak  paffion  in  man  ;  which,  though  one 
of  the  moft  eonvenieift  of  his  infirmities,— the  rood 
painful  and  difcourteous  to  fociely,  yet^  by  a  fad  fa- 
tality, fo  It  is,  that  there  arc  few  vices,  except  fuch 
whofe  temptations  are  immediately  feated  in  our  na- 
tures, to  which  there  is  fo  general  a  propcnfitj 
throughout  the  whole  race. 

This  had  led  fome  fatirical  pena  to  write.  That  all 
mankind  at  the  bottom  were  proud  a£ke  ;-r— t^^'  ^^^ 
man  didfbred  frona  another,  not  fo  much  in  the  dif- 
ferent portions  which  he  poflelTed  of  it,  as  in  the  dif- 
ferent art  and  addrefs  by  which  he  excels  in  the  ma- 
nagement and  difguife  of  it  to  the  world  :  we  trampk, 
no  doubt,  too  often  upon  the  pride  of  Plato's  mantle, 
with  as  great  a  pride  of  our  own  :  yet,  on  the  whoJe, 
the  remark  has  more  fpleen  than  truth  in  it ;  thcte 
being  thoufands  (if  any  evidence  is  to  be  allowed}, 
of  the  moft  unaffed:ed  humility,,  and  trueft  poverty 
of  fpirity  which  actions  can  give  proof  of.     Notwitli- 
fianding  this,  fo.  much  may  be  allowed  to  the  obfer* 
vation.  That  pride  is  a  vice  which  grows  up  in  focict/  I 
fo  infenfibly  ;— fteals  in    unobferved  upon  the  heart 
upon  fo   many    occafions ;— forms    itfelf  upon  fo*^^ 
"ilrangc  pretenfions,  and,.  wh«n  it  has  done,  veils  itfel* 
under  fuch  a  variety  of  unfufpefted  appearances,^ 
fometimes  even  under  that  of  Hnmility  itfelf  j—^*^ 
all  which  cafes  Self-love,  like  a  falfe  friend,  infles^ , 
of  checking,  moft  treacheroufty  feeds  this  humour,— 
points  oqt  f^nae  eafcellcnce  in  every  foul  to  m^kfi^^^ 
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vain,  and  think  more  highly  of  hitnfelfy  than  he 
ought  to  think  ^  that,  upon  the  whole,  there  is  no 
one  weaknefs  into  which  the  heart  of  man  is  more 
eafilj  betfajed  or  which  requires  greater  helps  of 
good  fenfe  and  good  principles  to  guard  itgainil* 

And  firdy  the  root  from  which  it  fprings  is  no  in- 
coofiderable  difcredit  to  the  fruit. 

If  jou  look  into  the  heft  moral  writers,  who  have 
taken  pains  to  fearch  into  the  grounds  of  this  paffion 

thejr  will  tell  you,  that  Pride  is  the  vice  of  little 

and  contrafted  fouls  ;  that  whatever  affedation 
of  greatnefs  it  generally  wears  and  carries  in  the 
looksy  there  is  always  meannefs  in  the  heart  of  it ; 
—a  haughty  and  an  abjedl*  temper,  1  believe,  are 
nach  nearer  akin  than  they  wiU  acknowledge  ; 


poor  relations^  they  look  a  little  ftiy  at  one  ano- 
t/ier  at  firft  fight ;  but,  trace  back  their  pedigree,  they 
ire  but  collateral  branches  from  the  fame  ilem  ^  and 
there  is  fcaree  any  one  who  has  not  feen  many  fuch 
iQiiances  of  it,  as  one  of  our  poets  alludes  to,  m  that 
admirable  ftroke-  he  has  given  of  this  affinity,  in  hia 
defcrlption  of  a  Pride  which  licks  the  dufi. 

As  it  has  meannefs  at  the  bottom  of  it,— fo  it  is 
joftlj  charged  with  having  weaknefs  there  too,  of . 
which  it  gives  the  ftroogeft  proof,  in  regard  to  the 
chief  end  it  ha»  in  view,  and  the  abfurd  means  it 
takes  to  bring  it  about* 

Confider  a  moment^-What  is  it  the  proud  mai^ 
aims  at ?...-«wJiy— fuch  a  mesdure  of  refpeft.a&c^ 
iefextoce,  as  is  due  to  his  fuperior  merit^  &c.,  ^c», 

Now,  gpod  fenfe  and  a  luiowledge  of  the  world 
^w  us,  that  how  much  foever  of  thcfe  are  due  to  % 
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man,  allowing  ht  has  mad«  »  right  calculatioa,- 
they  are  flill  duties  of  fuch  a  nature^  that  they  are  not 
to  be  inlifted  upon ;  Honour  and  Refpeft  muft  be 
a  Frit^wiU  e/fering  ;  treat  them  otherwife^  and  claim 
them  from  the  world  as  a  tax,  they  are  fare  to^ 
be  withheld :  the  firll  difcovery  of  fuch  an  expeda-^ 
tion  difappoints  it,  and  prejudices  your  title  te  it  for 
ever* 

To  this  fpeculatire  argument  of  its  weaknefs,  it 
has  generally  the  ill  fate  to  add  anodier,  of  a  more 
fubftantial  nature,,  which  is  matter  of  faft<:  that  to 
torn  giddy  apon  eyery  little  exaltation^  is  experienced 
to  be  no  Itfs  a  mark  of  a  %)iai  brum  in  the  figurative,, 
than  it  is  in  the  literal  fenfe  of  the  exprefSon— la 
fober  truth,  his  but  a  fcorvy  kind  of  a  trick  (quotiti 
v^M  Forlttna  jocari') — when  Fortune  in  one  of  her 
merry  moods,  takes  a  poor  devil  with  this  paffion  hi 
his  head„  and  mounts  him  up  all  at  once  as  high  as 
ftecan  get  hinu^-ibr  it  is  fove  to  make  him  play  focb 
fitotaftic  tricks^  as  to  become  the  very  fool  of  the  co* 
medy  i  ^ai^^  was  i;^  pot  a  geseral  benefaAor  to  the 
world  itt  making  it  imeriry,  1  know  not  how  Spleea 
•Duid  be  pacified  during  the  reprefentation*. 

A  third  asgument  agai^fi  Pk-ide,,  is  the  natural  €oa« 
sieftion  it  has  with  vices  of  an  nnibcia)  afped  i  the 
Scripture  fetdom  introduces  it  albne—— Anger,  or 
Strife,  or  Revenge,  o^foo^  inimical' paffioUj  is  ever 
i^on  the  flagc  with  it  i  tbi^  proofs  and  reafons  d 
which  I  have  not  time  to  enlarge  on,  and  thercfrre 
Iball  fay  no  more  upon  this  a^ment  than  tbiii  >  - 
'jptait  was  there  so  otber^— -yet  dift  bad  comfaaylj^ 

J. .  - 


rtice  is  geaerallj  found  in,  would  be  fiiScient  hj  iu 
klf  Co  engage  a  man  to  a^oid  it* 

Thas  much  for  t^e  moral  confiderationa  upon  this 
fubjeft;  a  great  part  of  which,  as  thej  iUnftrat« 
chiefly  the  tncooveniences  of  Pride  in  a  fecial  lights 
maj  ieem^to  have  a  ]g;reater  tendencj  to  make  meo 
guard  the  appearances  of  it,  than  conquer  the  paflkn 
iifelf^  and  root  il  out  of  their  nature :  to  do  this  ef • 
feAttal^  we  mittft  add  the  argumenta  of  religion, 
without  wbich^  the  befl  moral  difcourfe  maj  proTU 
Httie  better  than  a  cold  political  ledore,  taught 
mereijr  to  govern  tine  paffion  fo,  as  not  to  be  iojurtoua 
to  a  aian*s  prefent  intereil  or  quiet ;  all  which  a  mam 
may  team  to  praftife  well  enough,  and  yet  at  the 
fame  time  be  a  perfeft  ftnoiger  to  the  beft  part  of 
hamility,  winch  implies,  not  a  concealment  of  Pride^ 
bot  an  oUblttte  conqneft  over  the  firft  rsfiags  of  it 
which  are  felt  in  the  heart  of'raan««  # 

And,  firft,  one  of-  the  moft  perfiiafive  argismente 
which  religion  offers  tt>  this  end,  is  that  which  ariiee 
froor  the  ftate  and  eoadhion  of  ourfelves,  both  as  Cw 
our  natural  and  moral  imperfeftions*  It  is  impof* 
fible  to  refie£l'  a  moment  upon  this  hint,  but  with  • 
heart  ibll  of  the  humUe  exclamation^  O  Godf  what 
if  maft  t^'^-evem  a-  thing  of  nought  I  a  poor,  iofim^ 
miferabk,  fiiort-lived  creature,  that  pai&s  awi^  like 
a  ihadow,.  and  is  haftening  off  the  ftage  where  the- 
theatrical  titles  and  diftinftions,  and  the  whole  mad; 
of  Pride  which  he  hat  worn  for  a  day  will  fall  ofi^ 
and  leave  him  naked  as  a  neglefted  flave.  Send 
forth  your  imaginition,  I  befeeoh  you,  Co  view  the 
laft  fcene  of  the  greateft  and  proudeft  who  ever  awed 
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and  governed  the  world — See  the  empty  vapour  dif* 
appeariog  1  one  of  the  arrows  of  mortality  this  mo- 
Stent  flicks  fad  within  hio)  I  fee— —it  forces  out  his 
}ifey  .at)4  i^fiz^s  his  blood  and  fpirits« 

——^Approach  his  bed  of  llate..~lif€  up  the  curtain 
r-^re^ard  $l  monneat  with  fileDce- 

'  »  Arc  thefe. cold' hands  and  paie  lipc  all  that  is 
Uft  of  biia  wi)o  was  canonized  bjr  bis  own  |»ride,  or 
Sttade  a  god  of»  hy  bis  fiatoeries  t!  . 

'  O  my  foul !  with  what  dreams  lia^  tbou  been  be* 
witched  r  haw  hafi  thou  Jbeen  deluded  by  the  objeS5 
choti  Jiaft  fo  elderly  grafped  at  i 

li  this,  reflfflion  froia  the  natural  imperfediton  of 
msBi^  which  he,  eaDOol  remedy^  does  n<verthelefs< 
^ike  a  damp  upon  human  pride^  much  m«re  muil 
rhs  C0a£deratiops  do  (b,  which  arife  from  the  wilful 
depravations  of  hi^  Datu<re» 

i  Survey  yourfelves^  my  dear  Ghriftians,  a  few  mo- 
atfa£S  in  this  light— -behold  a  difobedient^  ungrate* 
^ul^  untradab.le>i  and  diibrderly  fet  of  creatures,  going 
jwrong  feven  times  in  a  day^^-<i£i:ing  foipe  times  every 
iiQUx  of  it  ^gaiQft  y^ur  own  conviftions*^-*— jyour  owa 
interefis  and  the  intentions  of  your  God,  who  wills 
aid  pro^of^  nothing  but  your  kappinefs  and  profpe- 
xity — What  reafbn  does  this  view  furnifb  you  foe 
Pride?  how  many  does  it  fuggeft  to  mortify  and 
.-make  you  alhamied  ?— ~Wcll  nvight  the  fon'of  Sirach 
fay  in  that  ^cafiical  remark  of  his  upon  ir,  7^^/ 
FaiDE.wa/  not  made  far  man.-^For  fomc  purpbfcs; 
and  for  Ibme  particular  heings^  the  paf&on  might 
have    bfcea    fhaped^-^hut  not  for  him— -^Fancy  il 
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w&ere  jou  will^^iia  na  where  fo  inoproper — 'cU  In  n<^ 
creature  fo  unbecoming—— 

—But  why  fo  coH  aa  aflbit  lo  fo  uncontefled  ^ 
Irath  ?-^-erhaps  thott  baft  reafioos  lo  be  proud  !■ 
for  Heaven^s  tike  Jet  us  hear  them — Tbou  haft  the 
advantage*  of  birth  and  titk  lo  boaft  of— or  thoa 
Handeft  \n  the  iun-ibine  of  court  favour— or  thoa 
taii  alarge  fprtune — or^reat  talents — or  much  learn- 

wg or  Nature  has  beflowed  her  graces  upon  thy 

perfon^-^peakr— on  which  of  thefc  foundations  haft 

^OQ  raife4  this  £suicifal  ftxuAure  ? Let  iis  exa- 

loine  them*. 

Thou  ?trt  well-born.:— then,  truft  me^  *^twill  pol* 
^tenox>ne  drop  of  thy  blood  to  be  humble  :.  humility 
Calls  no  man  down  from  his  rank,— divefts  not  prin- 
ces of  their  titles  ;  it  is  in  life  what  the  clear  ohfcurti 
'5  in  painting  i  it  makes  the  hero  flep  forth  in  the 
canvas,  and  detaches  liis  figure  from  the  group  in; 
^hich  he  ^ould  other  wife  ft  and  confounded  fop 
ever. 

ff  thou  art  rich— -tlien  fbqw  th€  greatneft  of  thy 
fortune— pr,  what  is  better^  the  greathcfi  ofthyTouT^ 
ffl  the  meeknefs  of  tby  convtpfation ;  condefccnd  t6 
nicn  of  Ipw  eftate — =fupport  the  (tiftref&d,  atid  patro- 
fiize  the  negleaed^— ^— Be  great ;  btit  let  it  be  iiv 
confidering  riches  as  they  are— as  taknty  cammitttd  tti, 
m  earthen  'ue^ehy  tliat  thoa  art  but  the  reeeruer,-^ 
*nd  that  to  be  obliged,  and  to  be  rain  loo,-^— is  btiifc 
the  old  folecifm  of  pride  and  beggary,  which,,  thought 
thej  often  mefttj— yet  ever  make  tut  aa  abfurifc 
tbdety.  '  ^   « 

If  thou  ait  powec|td  iaxntorcft^and  ilandeft  dci«> 


fled  by  a  ferinle  tribe  of  dcpendeBts^— ^bjr  ftoolSe^ 
thou  be  proud — ^becaufe  they  are  hungry  ?-«Scourge 
wut  fuch  fycophaots ;  they  have  tamed  the  heads  of 
thoofands  as  well  as  thioe«-i»- 

.— ^But  ^tit  thy  owa  dexterity  and  ftfeogth  whici 
have  gained  thee  this  eminence :«— allow  it  r'bot  art 
ihott  protid,  that  thou  ftandeft  in  a  place  where  thou 
art  the  mark  of  one  nian^i  envy,.an»cher  msft's  ma« 
Kce,  or  a  third  man's  revenge^— —«where  good  met 
may  be  ready  to  fufpi^A  thee,  and  whence  bad  mei 
will  be  rtwfy  to  pull  thee  d6wn  t  T  would' be  proud 
of  nothing  that  is  uncertain  :  Raman  was  f6>  becauft 
lie  was  admitted  alone  to  queen  Efther's  banquet; 
and'  the  diTtinftion  r^Ced  him,*— —but  it  was  fiftj 
cubits  higher  than  ever  he  dreamed  or  thought  of. 

Let  us  pafs  onto  the  pretences  of  learnings &c.  &c. 
If  thoa  haft  a  little,  thois'  wilt  be  proud  of  it  is 
courfe  z  if  shoa  haft  much,  >and  goodfenfe  along  with 
its  there  will  be  ao  realbn  to  difpute  agginft  the  paf^ 
fion :  a  beggarly  parade  of  remnants  is  but  a  forrj 
objeA  of  Pride  at  the  bf  ft  ;-«».bttt  more  fix  whes 
we  can  cry  out  upon  it,  as  the  poor  man  did  of  his 
hatchet         *  jflai !  Mcifiirfe^fmr  it  wai  i^rrowoL 

It  is  treafon  to  fay  the  fame  of  Beauty-*-— what- 
ever we  do  of  the  arts  and  ornameata  with  which 
Pride  is  wont  to  fet  it  off;  the  weakeft  minds  arc 
moft  caught  with  both ;  being  ever  glad  to  win  at* 
Centioa  and  credit  &om  linaU  and  {lender  accidents, 
through  difabilityofpurchafing  them  by  better  means. 
In  truth,  Beaoty  has  fi>  many  charms^  one  knows  not 
how  to  fpesk  againft  it  ^  and  when  it  happens  that  a 


▼& 
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gcacthl  figttfe  Is  the  habiutioa  of  a  virtuous  foul, 
when  the  beauty  of  the  fiice  fpeaks  out  the  modefl  j 
md  humilitj  of  the  mind,  and  the  jaftnefs  of  the 
proportion  raifes  out  thoughts  up  to-the art  and  wif« 
dom  of  the  (freat  Creator,  fomethiog  maj  be  allowed 
it»«-and  (boiething  to  the  embelliihinents  which  fet 
k  off ;— and  yet,  when  the  whole  apology  is  read,— ». 
it  will  be  found  at  laft,  that  Beauty^  like  Truth,  never 
ii  (b  glorious  as  when  it  goes  the  plaineft. 

Simplicity  is  the  great  friend  to  Nature  ;  and  if  I 
woald  be  proud  of  any  thing  in  tliis  iiUy  vaorM,  it 
ftould  be  of  this  boueft  aHkneep. 

Goofider  what  baa  been  (aid ;  and  may  the  Go9 
of  all  mercies  and  kindnefs  watdi  ovef  your  paffions^ 
iodinfpire  you  wiib  all  humbkmfs  of  mini  i  mukn^p^ 


-<— 
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Humility* 


Lc*fB  of  me,  ibr  I  am  meek  and  iawly  lb  h«art ;  >ii*  ye  ftaB  W 

xdk  oato  jour  ;fouli. 

The  great  bufincfc  of  man,  i»  the  regolation  of  h» 
fpiriti  the  po0cffion  of  fuch  a  frame  and  temper  of 
snindy  as  will  lead  us  peaceably  throBgh  this  wofM 
and  in  the  many  weary  ftages  of  it,  afford  ns,  what 
we  (hall  be  fare  to  ftand  in  aeed  of, — Rejl  un^e  our 

fiub. 

-——Reft  tmto  o\if  fouls  r — •'tis  all  wc  want— the 
end  of  all  our  wiffies  and  purfuits  :  give  us  a  profpeft 
of  this,  wc  take  the  Wings  of  the  mornings  and  fly 
to  the  uttermoft  parts  of  the  earth  to  have  it  in  pof- 
fcffion  :  we  feek  for  it  in  titles,  in  riches  and  pleafures, 

• 

-—climb  up  after  it  by  ambition, — come  down  again 
and  ftoop  for  it  by  avarice,  -try  all  extremes ;  fliU 
we  are  gone  out  of  the  way,  nor  is  it,  till  after  wxnj 
saiferabk  experiments,  that  we  are  convinced  at  Iaft» 
we  have  been  feeking  every  where  for  it,  but  where 
is  there  a  profpeft  of  finding  it  ■  ■  and  that  is^ 
within  ourfelves^  in  a  meek  and  lowly  difpofition  ^ 


heart.  This^  and  this  only,,  will  give  us  reft  onto 
our  fouls  : — reft,  from  thofe  tufbulenc^and  haughty 
paflions  'Which  difturb  oar  quiet :  ■  reft,  from  the 
proTocations  and  difappointments  of  the  world,  and 
a  train  of  uotoM  evils  too  long  to  1>e  recounted, 
agabft  all  which  this  fraine  and  preparation  of  mind 
is  the  heft  ptotedion.. 

I  beg  you  will  go  along  with  me  in  this  argument* 
Can&der  how  great  alhare  of  the  uneafinefles  which 
take  up  and  torment  our  thoughts^  owe  their  rife  to 
nottiing  elfcy  but  the  difpo&ions  of  mind  which  are 
oppofite  to  this  chamfter. 

Wf^  fegard  to  the  ^rorociations  and  o£fences 
which  ai^  unavoidaHlj  liappening  to  »  man  in  hii 
comnterce  with  the  world^f^— *take  it  as  a  rule  ■  as 
a  T&an^s  pride  is,— »-fo  is  always  his  difpleafure  ;»— 
ts  the  -opiiiion  of  himCBlf  rifes^i— lo  does  the  injury, 
■  ■  fo  does  his  refentment :  'tis  this  which  gives 
«dge  and  force  ta  the  iaft^ument  which  has  ft  ruck 
him,— and  excites  that  heat  in  the  wound  which- 
Tenders  it  inc^tMrable. 

See  how  different  the  oafe  is  with  the  humble 
man :  one  half  of  thefte  painful  conflidls  he  adualljr 
efcapes  ;  the  other  part  falb  lightly  on  him :—  -he 
provc^es  no  man  by  contempt  ;  thrufts  himfelf  for- 
ward as  the  mark  of  no  man^s  envy  ;  fo  that  he  cuts 
off  the  firft  fretful  eccafiom  of  the  g^eateft  part  of 
thefe  evils  ;  and  for  thofe  in  which  the  paiBons  of 
others  would  involve  him,  like  the  humble  flirub  ia 
the  valley,  gently  gives  way,  and  fcarce  feels  the  in-» 
jury  of  thofe  ftormy  encounters  which  rend  the  proud 
cedar,  and  tear  it  op  by  its  roots.. 
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If  70a  confider  it,  with  regard  to  the  man j  dif- 
appointmentft  of  this  life^  which  arife  from  the  hape$ 
•f  bettering  our  condition^  and  advancing  in  tbe 
worldyi— — the  reafoning  is-  the  fame.- 

What  we  expeA^^-^-is  ever  in  proportion  t6  the 
sAimate  made  of  ourfelves ;  when  pride  and  felf- 
love  have  brought  us  in  their  account  of  this  matter, 
■■we  find,  that  we  are  worthy  of  all  bonoors— - 
fit  for  all  plaoes  and  emplojments  :■  ■  a«  our  ex« 
pe^tions  rife  and  multiply,  fo  mud  our  difappoiau 
ments  with  them^^  and  there  needs  nothing,  more,  to 
lay  the  foundation  of  our  unhappiaeft,.  and  both  to 
mal&e  and  keep-ua  miferoble.  And  in  truth  there  is 
nothing  fo  comiBon  in  life  as  to  fee  thoufands,  vrbO| 
you  would  fay,,  had  all  the  re^fon  in  the  world-  to 
he  at  reft,  fo  torn  up  and  difquieted  with  farrows  of 
this  clafs,.  and  fo  incefikntly  tortured  with  the  di£* 
appointments  which^  their  pride  and  pafiions  have 
created  for  them,,  that  though  they  appear  to  have 
mil  the  ingredienta  of  happineb  iu  their  haods,i — « 
they  can  neither  compound  or  ufe  them  :■  ■■■  How 
ihould  they  ?-  the  goad  is  ever  in  their  fides,  and  io 
hurries:  them  on  from  one  expedation  to  another,  as 
to  leave  them.  n<>> reft  day  or  night. 

Humility,  therefore,,  recommends  itfclf  as  a  fe- 
curity  again  ft  thefe  heart-aches,  which,,  though  ridi^ 
culous  fometimcs  in  the  eye  of  the  beholder,,  yet  are 
ferious  enough  to* the  man  who  fuffers  them  -,  and,  I 
believe,,  would  make  no  inconfiderable  account  in  a 
true  catalogue  of  the  difquietudes  of  mortal  ma&' 
figainft.  thefe,  I  fay,.  Humility  is  the  beft  defence* 

He  that  is  little  in  his.  own  eyes>,  it.  little  too  ib 
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bii»  defires^  and  «oafeqi]eQtl7  moderate  ia  hia  pur** 
Sail  of  diem :  like  another  man,  he  may  bil  in  his 
attempts,  and  lofe  the  point  he  aimed  at^  but 
that  is  all;  ■■  be  lofin  not  him&If^i— be  lofes  not 
his  happinefs  and^  peace  o£  mind  with-  it ;  ■■  even 
^e  contentioBft  of  the  hamUe  man  are  mild  and 
placid.— -^Blefled  dharader  I.  when  fnch  a^  one  ia 
thnift  backy  whO'  does  not  pity  him  ?  when  he 
falls,  who  wonldiuot  ftretch  oat  a  hand^to  raife  him 
up? 

And  here,.  I  cannot  help  ftDppiag  m«  the  midft  of 
this  argument,,  to  make  a  Ihort  obfer^«tion,  which 
is  this.  When  we  refleft  upon  the  charafter  of 
Humility, «— we  are  apt  tothinkvit  ftandsthe  moft 
naked  and  defenoeleis  of  aH-  virtnes-  whaterery^-^he 
leaft  able  tofnpport  its^  claims-  againft'  the  infolent 
satagonift  who  feems  ready  to  bear  him  down  and 
all  oppofition\rhich  fnch  a  temper  can  make. 

IVbw,  irwe  confider  him  as  ftanding  alone^ 
no  doubt,  in  fnch  a  cafe  he  will  b^  overpowered  and 
trampled  upon  by  his  oppofer.— -But  if  we  confider 
the    meek   and    lowly   man,  as  he  is — fenced  and- 
guarded  by  the  love,  the  friendflrip  and  wiflies  of  alt 
mankind, — that  the  other  ftands  alone,  hated,. dif— 
conntenanced,^  without    one   true  friend  or  hearty. 
welUwifber  on  his  fide  ; — ^when  this  is  balanced,  we 
ihall  have  reafbn  to   change  our  opiniotr,    and  he- 
convinced  that  the  humbte  man,  (Irengthened  witlK 
fuch  an  alliance,  is.  far  from  being  fo  over-matched^ 
as  at  firft  fight  he  may  appear ; — nay,  1  believe  one 
might  venture  to  go  farther,  and  engage  for  it,  that 
in  all  f och  cafes,  where  real  fortitude  and  true  per- 
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fboal  courage  -were  w«nfiedy  be  is-^tnuch  more  VSLfij 
to  givM  jfroatgt  it,.,  and  I'would  iboner  look  ibr  it  in 
fuck  a  temper  vdiviia  diat  of*  his  adu^iCarj.  Pride 
SMj  make  a  man  violent,— «bat  Homtlkj  will  make 
bioE  -Ann  ;***and  v&idi  of  die  two^-da  jou  think^ 
Ukitlj  to  come  off  vfith  kanoor  ?-**fae^wfao  afts  Lxm 
Ae  diangeable  impiilfe  of  heated  fatdod,-  uad  follows 
the  uncertain  motions  of  his  pride  and  fttry— -or 
Ae.maa  who  ftandl  coed  and  oi^Acd  ia  itimielf^ 
who  governs  his  reftntments,  inftead'  of  being  go* 
^rned'ky  thenriK  and  on  leverjr  tneafloo  -aAa  ii|»on 
die  ftcady  jao^ves  of  pnmoipie  and  iiufj  > 

Bmrthts  hy  the'iira7.<~MPi^tkt>ugli9  an  truth,,  dt  fJk 
IB  witli 'the  main  ;arg«Aiaitt :;.  f or  if  ^^  obfervatioa 
IP  jiiily  4o4  Hjumilky  haiiilm.advantagea^tvJbefe  ¥f< 
fiianld  leaft  cspeft  tbefi\»  ithe  jar^ament  n&s  bigbf i^ 
|n  behalf  of  tboie  iwhicb  are  moi^e  apparendj  on  its 
fide — In  aU  whidi^  the  hnmble  man  finds,  what 
the  proud  man  mail  never  hof^  for  in  this  world, 
«^that  is,  re/i  tcjbir  fiu/^^^ta  doies  he  likewib-nieet 
with  it  from  the  inftaejioe  £ich  a  lea\per  has  npoo 
his  condition  under   the  evils  of  his  life,    not  as 
chargeable  upon  the  vices  of  men«  but  as  the  portion 
pf  his  inheritance,  by  the  appointment  of  .God-    For 
if,  as  Job  fays,  we  arc  born  to  trouble  as  the  fparks 
fly  upwards,  furely  it  is  he  who  thinks  the  greatcft 
of  thefe  troubles  below  his  fiqs,  and  the  fmalleft  fa- 
vours above  his  merit,  that  is  likely   to  fuffWr  the 
kaft  from  the  one„  and  enjoy  the  mod  from  the 
other:  'tis   he  who  poffefles  hi?  foul  in  meAntUt 
and  keeps  it  fubjefted  to  all  the  iflues  of  fortune^ 
that  is  the  fartbeft  out  of  their  reach— No»*-Ifc 
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Uaatics  aot  the'fuii^  though  k  dotfsnot  ijpen  bis 
.▼io^i  nor  Uuftora  at  the  winds,  though  tfaej  bring 
him  no.  profit  ■  ■  If  th«  fauntain  o£  ihe  humUa 
man  rtfea  ncit  fo.bigh»as  he  conldvw4(b*-lK  thiafc^ 
howoret^  that  it  rifes^  as  high  as  k  cnig^  i  aad>  49 
the  IftWfr  of-namxefiiU:  do  thehr  dtttj,  .tiiat  be.has  nt 
caofe  to  complaii^  againfl  them^ 

If  diXiappoiiTtied  of  ri€hes*-->-««he  knows  the  proYS^ 
dence  of  Goo-  is*  not  his  debtor.;-  that  tfaongh  be  baa 
received  leis  than  othec9y  jtt  as  he  thinks  hixnfeIC 
lefs  than  the  Icaft,  be  ba&  r^afonjo  be  thankful. 

.If  the  woild  gi>es    untoward  with  the   humble 

man,  in  other  refpe3s,-^he  knows  a  truth  wbipl^ 

the  proud  maa^  doea  never  acknowledge^  and  that  i$f 

that  the  wosU  wafi  not  soade  for  him^  and  tberiep 

lore. how  little  fluure  {bever  he  has  o£  its  advantage^ 

be  dees  anargaipfint  of  content,   in  receding  bckw 

4ittU  it  19^.  that  a  componndi  of  fii^  of  ignorance,. and 

frailtjf^haa  grounds  to  exped*  , 

A  foul  thxi9  turned  and  refigned^is  caxxiedfmootfar 

I7  down,  tbe^ftream  of.  ];arovideoce.:  no  temptatioi^ 

ia  his  pafiage  d^uiet  him.  with  defir<,-^-«-^0Or  danr 

^eis  alarosi  him  with.  £iac.:  though,  open*  tOh  all  tb^ 

changes  and  cbaacaa  of  otberS|r-*ye};«  hy  feeing;  tb^ 

jli^e  c|£  what  happens^  n,$t  and  huaobbly  giving  wa|^ 

to  the  blow,, — though,  ^^ialmitt^,  heisnotfmil^ 

ten  like.othsc  men,  otiteU  the  fmart  whinh  thc^ 

Thus  wwh  for  thedoSiEJbe  of  HumilU;^  ^^ 
now  look  towairdft  the  example  of  it«  -\ 

.  It  is  obfemredby  ibme  one,,  that  asi  pride  wasrtbjp 
jiaffij^n  thfoagh  y^iah  fin.  andtmiferj:  entexw.  iqfp 


the  vrodd,  and  gave  our  eii«iiiy  the  trhim|Ai  <i 
raining  otir  nalurt,  ibftt  therefore  the  Son  of  God, 
who  came  to  fieek^nd  to  fave  that  which  was  loft| 
when  he  entered  upon  the  work  of  our  reftofatioOf 
he  began  at  the  very  point  where,  he  knew  he  bad 
fnled  -y  ^and  this  he  did  hj  endeavouring  to'bring  the 
foul  of  man  back  to  its  original  temper  of  Humilitj^ 
fo  that 'his  firft  public  addrefs  from  the  Mount,  be- 
gan with  a  declaration'  of  bkffednefii  to  the  poor  in 
fpirit|.  and  almoft  his  laft  exhortation  in  the  teit, 
was  to  copy  the  fair  original  he  had  fet  them  of  thti 
virtue,  and  to  learn  of  Urn  to  J«  meeiandhwfym 
fftort* 

It  is  the  tnoft  nnanfwevable  appeal  ^at  can  be 
made  to  the  heart  of  man, — and  fo  perfuafive  and 
accommodated  to  all  Ghriftians,  that  ks  much  pride 
as  there  is  ftill  in  the  world,  it  is  not  crediUe  bvt 
that  every  believer  muft  receive  fome  tinftnre  of 
this  charafter  or  bias  towards  h,  from  the  example 
X)i  fo  ^reat,   and  yet  fo  humble  a  Matter,  whofe 
whole  courfe  of  life  was  a  particular  lefiure  to  this 
one  virtue  ;  and  in  every  inftahce  of  it  fhowed,  tb^ 
lie  came  not  to  Ihare  the  pride  and  glories  of  lif<^ 
or  fweU  the  hopes  of  ambitibus  followera,  but  ta 
caft  a  damp  upon  them  ibr  ever^  by  appearing  him- 
felf  rather  as  a  fervant  than  a  matter,— conung,  tt 
he  continually  declared,  notto  be  miniftered  unto^  but 
to  minifter  ;  and,   as   the  Prophet  had  foretold  in 
that   mournful   deibription  'of  him,         to  have  no 
form  or  comelinefs,  nor  any  beauty,  that  they  fliould 
defire  him.    The  voluntary  meannefs  of  his  birth,— 
the  poverty  of  his  life        the  low  offioea  in  ^hich 


it  wts  engOLgci  in  preaching  the  gofpdl  to  the  poot^ 

the  inconrenieDces  which  attended  the  execa« 

\im  of  ity  in  having  no  Where  to  lay  his  head^ — dSk 

fpckjt  the  fame  language,— -That  the  GoD  of  truth 

ihould  fubmit  to  the  Aifpicioa  of  an  impo^ure ; 

his  homble  depprtmeat  under  that,  and  «  thoufand 

provocations  df  a  thadklt&  people,  ftill  raifet  this 

charader  higher,— ^nd,  what  exalts  it  to  Its  high^ft 

pitchy'  is  the  tender  and  pathetic  proof  he  gave  of 
the  fame  difpofition  at  the  conchxfiion  and  great  ca» 

taftrophe  of  his  fnfferiiigs,— when  a  life  foil  of  fo 

manj  inftances  of  bumiHty  was  crowned  with  the 

inoft  endearing  one  of  bumiiing  bimfelfeven  to  tbg 

tUath  oftht  crojs  ^''•^'^t^t  .death  of  a  Have,  a  male* 

fgAor— .^ragged  (o  -Catvary^  without  oppofition  ■     ■ 

ukCalted  without  complaint,  1 

— *Blefled  Jxaus  \  how  jcan  the  tnan  -who  calls 
upon  th  J  nan^e,  but  learn  df  Thee  to  be  m£ek  and 
lowly  inheart?— — -how  can  he  but  profit,  when 
foch  a  l^on  was  feconded  byfuch  an  example  ! 

If  humility  (bines  fo  bright  in  the  charafter  of. 
Christ,  fo  does  it  in  that  of  his  religion  ;  the  true 
fpirit  of  which  tends  all  the  fame  way,..— .Ghrifli« 
anity,  when  rightly  explained  and  pradifed.,  is  all 
meeknefs  and  candour,  and  love  and  courtefy  ^  and 
there  is  no  one  paifion  our  Saviour  rebukes  fo  oft« 
en,  or  with  fo  much  iharpnefs,  as  that  one  which 
is  fttbver&ve  of  thefe  kind  effeds — and  that  is  pride, 
— which,  in  proportion  as  it  governs  us,  neceiTarxly 
leads  us  on  to  a  difcourteous  opinion  and  treatment 
•of  others.-— -I  fay,  /r^rg/^ri^— becaufe  'tis  a  natural 
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iconfequencey  rand  thcprpgreCi  fcom  the  oofi,  UV  tbe 
•  other  is  lu^ftvoidable. 

This  our  Saviour  often  remarks  in  the  charader 
of  the  Pharifces :— — they  truflcd  in  thcnifelvc5,-i- 
^cwas  no  wonder  than  they  defpifed  others. 

This,,  I  bdicve  might  principally  relate  to  fpiritual 

Bride^  which,,  by  the  way,  is  the  ward  of  all  pride; 

and  as  it  is  a  very  bad  fpecies  of  a  very  bad  paflioi^ 

^  cannotdo  better  than  conclude,  the  difcourfe  with 

. Jome  remarks  uppn  it.  . 

In  moil  conceits  of  a  religious  fiipertority,  there 

has  ttfually  gone  hand  in  hand  ^itfa  it,  another  £ui- 

rcy,         which,  I  fuj^pofe^  hai^  fed  it.        and   that 

is,  a  perfuaiion  of  fbme  more  than  ordinary  aids  aod 

illuminations  frpm  above. Let  us  examine  this 

-matter. 

That  the  inlflaence  and  affiftance  of  Croo's  Spif'^ 
m  a  way  imperceptible  to  us,  do  ena1>le  us  to  reader 
him  an  acceptable  fervice,  we  learn  from  Scripture. 
'-—In,  what  particular  manner  this  is.  eSe&ed,  to  that 
.the  a£t  Ihall  ftill  be  imputed  ours— the  Scripture  iajs 
not:  we  know  oijy  the  account  is  Co;  but  as  for 
any  fenfible  demjonftrationa  of  its  workings,  to  ht 
jFelt  as  fuch  within  us-p— the  word  of  Gob  is>  utterlj 
Ifilent  ;  nor  can  that  filence  be  £upidied  by  any  ezp^ 
*rience..i— We  have  none,;  unlels  you  -call  the  falfc 
pretences  to  it  fuch,.«»fugge{led  by  an  eatbufia^ 
or  diflempered  fancy.  As  exprefily  as  we  are  told, 
"and  pray  for  the  infpiration  of  «GoD*s  Spirit,  theti^ 
are  no  boundaries  fixed,  nor  can  any  be  ever  niailli| 
ed,  to  diftinguifh  them-  from  the  efibrts  aad  detcl'l 
minations  of  our  own.jfeafon :  and  as  firmly  as  mol 
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Chriftians  believe,  the  effeds  of  them  upon  the» 
hearts,  I  may  venture  to  affirm ,  that  fince  the  .pro« 
mifes  were  made,  there  never  wis  a  flhriftian,  of 
a  cool  head  and  -Tound  jadgment,  that,  m  knj  hx^ 
fiance  of  a  change  of  life,  would  prefume  to  fay, 
which  part  of  his  reformation  was  owing  to  Divine 
help,— or  which  to  the  operations  of  his  own  mind  ; 
or  who,  upon  looking  back,  would  pretend  to  firike 
the  lincy  and  iay,  ^  here  it  was  that  my  own  reflee- 
**  tions  ended  ;'' — and  at  this  point  the  foggeftions 
of  the  Spirit  of  GoD  began  to  take  place. 

However  backwards  the  world  has  been  in  form- 
er ages  in  the  difeovery  of  fuch  points  as  God  ne- 
ver meant  us  to  knowy— -we  have  been  more  fuccefT- 
fal  in  our  own  days ;— —  thoufands  can  trace  ont^ 
now,  the  impreffions  of  this  divine  -intercourfe  in 
t^'  mfelves,  from  the  firft  moment  they  received  it, 
and  with  fuch  diftind  intelHgeace  of  its  progrefs 
and  workings,  as  to  require  no  evidence  of  its  truth. 

It  muft  be  owned,  that  the  prefent  age  has  not 
altogether  the  honour  of  this  difcoverjr  :-^there  were 
too  many  grounds  given  to  improve  on  in  the  religi« 
•ous  cant  of  the  laft  century.;— when  the  tiz-^oinriVr^^Ty 
ifi-dwettings,  and  -^ut^lettings  of  the  Spirit,  were  the 
fubjefts  of  fo  much  edification^  and  when,  as  they 
do  now,  the  moft  illiterate  mechanics,  who,  as  a 
witty  divine  faid.  of  them,  were  much  fitter  to  mait 
a  ptdpit,  than  get  into  one,  were  yet  able  fo  to  frame 
their  nonfenfe  to  the  nonfenfe  of  the  times,  as  to 
beget  an  opinion  in  their  followers,  not  only  ,that 
they  prayed  and  preached  by  infpiration^  but  that 


!the .  moft  common  ft6fioiis  of  ^hek  lives  were  (et  i- 
Jxiat  in  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord. 

\The  tenets  of  the  Quakers  (a  hatHBileb  ^uiet  pe<^ 
-pie)  are  collateral  <de{cendants  from-the  fame  eotlMi- 
JIaftie  original;  and. their  accounts  and  i^ay  of  rci- 
:foning  upQn.^eir  inward  light  and  fpiritual  worikip 
.are  much  theXame;  which  lail  they  carry  thus  much 
4arth^r,  fo.  to  helifive  the  Holy  Ghoft  comes  dowp 
.vpoa  their  afiemUies,  and  ^noves  them,  wiiboat  r^ 
gard  to  condition  4)r  fez,  to  ,;QKake  interceffions  witli 
unutterable  groans^ 

jSo  that,  in  faft,  t^e  c^inions  of  mfthodifiS|  upoi 

which:  1  ws^  firft  entering,  is  but  a  re-pi^blicatloo, 

with^fbrne  alterations,  of  the  fame  extravagant  con- 

«ceits;  and  as  ^nthofiafm  generally  fpeaks  the  fame 

language  in  all  ages,  'cis  4>ttt  .too  fadly  verified  ia 

,  this ;   for  though  we  have  not  yet  got  to  the  old 

.jterms  of  the  in-comings  and  iQ*dweIlings  of  tbe  Spi« 

.  rit,-— ^y^t  we  hfve  arrived  at  thedrft  feelings  of  its 

jentraace,  recorded  with  as  particular  an  exa&oeli  as 

..an  aft  uf  filiation,^..,    fo  that  numbers  will  tell  70a 

the  identical  place— the  day  of  .the  .jnonth,  asdtbc 

,«hourof  the  night,  when  the  Spirit. xame  hi  upoo 

.them, .and  took  pofleiEon  of  their  hearts.. 

Now,   there  is  this  iQC<mvenicnce  on  oar  iii^t 

:  that  there  is  no  arguing  with  a. frenzy  of  tbiskind; 

^  for  unlefs  a  reprefeptation  of  the  Lcafebe  a  confuca- 

tbn  of  its  folly  to  them,  they  miift  for  ever  be  led 

captive  by  a  delufion,  from  which  no  reafoner  caa 

redeem  them :  for  if  you  Ihould  iaquire,  upon  wbai 

^idence.fo  ftrange  a  perfuafion  ia  grounded?-^ 

they  wijl  tell  you,  « JTiey  feel  it  is  £o**WUfonr^ 
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fljy  That  this  is  no  conviftion  to  jtn,  who  do  not 
feel  it  like  them,  and  therefore  woald  wifli  to  be  fa- 
tisfied  by  what  tokens  they  are  able  to  diflinguifii 
fnch  emotions  from  thofe  of  fancy  and  complexion  ? 
thej  will  anfwer^  That  the  manner  of  it  is  incom« 
nwnicable  by  human  language,  but  'tis  a  matter  of 
hBt :— they  feel  its  operations  as  plain  and  difiin'ft, 
as  the  natural  fenlations  of  pleafure,  or  the  pains  of 
a  difordered  body— And  fince  I  have  mentioned  a 
•difondered  body,  I  cannot  help  fuggefiing,  that  a» 
mongft  the  more  ferious  and  deluded  of  this  fed,  'tis 
mueh  to  be  doubted  'wbetliera  difordered  body  haa 
aot  oft*times  as  great  a&are  m  letting  in  thefe  con« 
eeitSy  as  a  difordered  mind* 

^When  a  poor  drfeoafolated  drooping  creature  is 
terrified  from  all  enjoymenty^— -prays  without  ceaC- 
ing  tin  bis  imagination  is  heatedy-*-fafisy  and  mor» 
tifies,  and  mopes,  till  his  body  is  in  as  bad  a  plight 
as  his  mind ;  is  it  a  wonder,  that  the  mechanical  di» 
fturbances  and  confli£ts  of  aa  empty  belly,  interrupts 
ed  by  an  empty  head,  &ould  be  miflook  for  work* 
ings- of  a  different  kind  from  what  ^they  are^'^-^-or 
that,  in  fuch  a  fituation,  where  the  mind  fits  upoo 
the  watch  for  extraordinary  occurrences,  and  the 
imagination  is  pre-engaged  on  its  fide,  is  it  ftrange 
if  every  commotion  Ihould  help  to  fix  him  in  this 
malady,  and  make  him  a  fitter  fubjeft  for  the  treat* 
ment  of  a  Phyfician  than  a  Divine  ? 

In  many  cafes,  they  feem  fo  much  above  the  fldll 
of  ettber,  that  unlefs  God,  in  hb  mercy,  rebuke 
this  lying  fpirit,  and  call  it  back— 'it  may  go  00^ 
and  perfttade4EniUions  to  their  deftru£tiom 
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^Advantages  of  Chriiliaiiity  to  the  World. 


ROMANS  I.  1%, 

Profeflmg  tbcxplelvet  t*  be  wife,  tfae^r  became  fo^ 

X  HERE  is  no  one  projcfl:  to, which  the  whole  race 
,«f  mankind  is  fo  univerfallj  a  buhUe^  as  to  that  of 

being  thought  wife ;  and  the  aSe&ation  of  it  is  fo 
^ifible,  in  men  of  all  complexions,  that  70a  evetf 

daj  fee  fome  one  or  other  fo  vtrj  folicitous  to  efla- 
,'bl|ih  the  charader,  as  not  to  allow  hii3pfelf  le^ure  to 
^o  the  things  which  fairly  win  it  ;--««zpending  more 

art  and  firatagem  to  appear  ..fo  in  the  eyes  of  tbie 
.  worldy  than  what  would  fu$ce  Co  make  him  fo  ifl 
.-truth. 

It  is  owing  to  the  foroe  of  this  defire^  that  70a 
^ee,  in  general,  there  is  no  injury  touches  a  Daan  fo 
'fenfibly,  as  an  infiilt  upon  .his  parts  and  capacit7. 

Tell  a  man  of  other  defeAs-^— that  he  wants  kaxB- 

< 

ing,  ioduftry  or  application,-^— ^he  wjU  hear  70or 

reproof  with  patiencc,,*«-Na7  70U.|nay  go  futthet: 

take  him  in  a.>prQper  feafon,  jonti^y  tax  his  moral^i 

.rr-y ou  may  t<?li  him  he  is  irregular  ia  his  coodofi, 
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i^pai&onate  or  revengeful  in^his  nature— ^loofe  in 


his  principles  ;  "deliver  it  with  the  gentlenefs  of 
a  friend,— poffiblj  hell  not  onlj  bear  with  jou, 
—bat,  if  ingenuous,  he  will  thank  you  for  jour 
left  are,  and  promife  a  reformation  ;  but  hint-—' 
hint  bat  at  a  defed;  in  his  intelleftuals,-*touch  but 
that  fore  place,«— — from  that  moment  you  are  look* 
ed  upon  as  an  enemy  fent  to  tormem  him  before  his 
tinte,  and^'in  return  may  reckon  upon  his  rcfcnt- 
ment  and  ill-will  for  ever;  fo  that,  in  general,  you 
will  find  it  fafer  to  tell  a  man,  he  is  a  knave  than  a 
fool,."  and  Hand  a  better  chance  of  being  for* 
given  for  proving  he  has  been  wanting  in  a  point 
of  common  honefiy,  than  in  a  point'of  commbll 
fenfe. 

Strange  fouls  that  we  arc  !  as  ff,  to  li\*e  well,  was 
norths  greateft  argument  of  Wifdom  ;■  ■  ind,  as 
if  what  refiefled  upon  our  morals,  did  not  moil  of 
all  reflcA  upon  our  underftandings  ! 

This,,  however,'  is  a  lefieftion  we  make  a  iluft  to 
overlook  in  the  heat  of  this  purfuit;  and  though 
we  all  covet  this  great  charader  of  wifdom,  there 
is  fcarce  any  point  wherein  we  betray  more  folly 
than  in  our  judgments  concerning  it;  tarely  bring- 
ing this  precious  ore  either  to  the  tell  or  the 
balance :  and  though  'tis  of  the  lad  confeque^ce  not 
to  be  deceived  in  it,  we  generally  take  it  upon 
truil,— .feldom  fufpeft  the  quality,  but  never  the 
quantity  of  what  has  fallen  to  our  lot.  So  that, 
however  inconfiftent  a  man  fhall  be  in  his  opinions 
of  this,  and  what  abfurd  mcafures  foever  he  takes  in 
confequence  of  it,    in   the    condud  of  his  life — he 
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fiill  fpeaks  comfort  to  his  foul;  and,  like  Si>loiD««». 
when  he  had  lead  pretence  for  it,— ^in  the  midft  of 
his  nonfenfe,  will  cry  out  and  faj,— 7£a/  aUmy  vnf* 
dom  remaintth  with  me,. 

Where  then  is  wifdom  to  be  found  ?  and  where 
18  the  place  of  underflanding  ? 

The  politicians  of  this,  world  pr(^ejfing  themfehet 
w^yr— Admit  of  no  other  claims  of  wifdom  hut  the 
knowledge  of  men.  and  bufioefs  ;^  the  underftanding 
the  interefts  oflftates,— <he  intrigues  of  courts  ;— 
the  finding  out  the  pafHons  and  weaknefles  of  foreign 
minifters-r-4Uid  turning  them,  and  all  events  to  theit 
country*s.  glory  and  adTantage.— - 

Not  fo  the  little  man  'of.  this^  world,  who 
thinks  the  main  point  of  wifdom,  is  to  take  care  of 
bimfelf ;  to  be  wife  in  his^generation  ; — to  make 
ufe  of  the  opportunity,  whilft  he  has  it,  of  raifiog  a 
fortune,  and  heraldizing  a  name.— Far  wide  is  the 
fpeculative  and  (ludious  man  (whofe  office  is  In  the 
clouds)  from  fuch  little  ideas  :•— Wi£dom  dwells, 
with  him,  in  finding  out  the  fecrets  of  nature  ;-- 
founding  the  depths  of  arts  and  fciences ;— mea* 
furing  the  heavens ^-^-^-^clling  the  number,  of  the 
llars,,aud  calling  them  all  by  their  names  ;  fo  that, 
wben^  in. our  bufy  imaginations, , we  have  built  ao^ 
unbuilt*  again  God^sJloriesM  thi,  heavens,  and  fancj 
we  have  found  out  the  point  whereon  to  fix.  the 
foundations  of  the  earth,  and  in  the  language  of  the 
Book  of  Job,  have  fearched  out  the  corner-ftone 
thereof,  we  think  our  titles  to  wifdom  built  upon 
the  fame  bafis  with  thofe  of  our  knowledge,  w' 
that  tbey  will  cokntinue.for  eyer» 


The  miftake  of  thefe  pretenders  is  (bdwn  at  larger 
bj  the  Apoftle,  in  the  chapter  from  which  the  text 
is  taken--<Pro/^^Myr  tbem/eives  Wis£;— --rin  which- 
apreilion  (by  the  way)  St.  Paal  is  thought  to  allude 
to  the  vanity  of  the  Greeks  and  Romans,  who  beinj^ 
great  encouragters-  of  arts  and  learning,  which  they 
had'carried' to  extraordinary  heights,,  confidered  all^ 
other  nations  as  BurbariaitSi  in*  refpeft  of  them* 
felves  }  and  amongft  whom,- particularly  the  Greeks^' 
the  men  of  fludy  and  inquiry  had  afiumed  to  thern^ 
ielves,  with  great  indecorum,,  the^ title  of  the  Wifia 
Men. 

With  what  parade  and  oftentation  foever  this  was 
made  outfit  had  the  fate  to  be  attended  with  one 
of  the   mod    m6rtifying   abafements    which   could- 
In^pen  to  Wifdom-^and  that  was,  an  ignorance  of 
thofe  points  which  rood  concerned  man  to  know. 

This  he  ibows  from-  the  general  ftate  of  the  Gen- 
tile world,  in  the  great  article  of  their  mifconcep* 
lions  of  the  Deity ;  and,  as  wrong  notions  pro- 
duce wrong  a&ions, — of  the  duties  and'fcrvicesr-thejr 
owed  to  hlm^.-  an.d  m  courfe  of  what  they  owed  to '' 
one  another;  • 

For  though, -vas  he  argues  in  the  foregoing  verfes, 
"■'•^Tbe  invifible  thingi  of  bim  from  the  creation  oftbe 
world  migbt  be  clearly  feen  andunderjlood^  by  tbe  tbmgs 

tbat  are  made  ; — that  is Though  Goi),  by  the 

cleareft  dlfcovery  of  himfelf,  had  ever  laid  before 
mankind  fuch  evident  proofs  of  his  eternal  Beings 
*— his  infinite  powers  and^  perfeflions,  fo  that  what 
is  to  be  known  of  his  invifible  nature,  might' all 
along  be  traced  by  the  marks  of  his  goodnefs,  and 
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the  vifible  firame  and  order  of  the  world  yet». 

fo  ulterior  were  they  without  excufe^— — -that  though 
they  knew  Go2>,  and  faw  his  image  and  fuperfcrip- 
tton  in  every  part  of  his  works^^^yettbejrghrtfied 
him  i90f.— ~So  bad'  a  ufe  did  they  make  of  the 
powers,  given  them  from  this  great  difcovery,  that 
inflead  6f  adoring  the  being  thus  manifefted  to 
them,  in  purity  and  tmth,  they  fell  into  the  moft 
grofs  and  abfurd  delulionSy«*-r£a/>^^^  tb^ghry  cftht 
irtcorruptibk  God  into  an  image  made  like  unto  cor- 
fvptibie  men^-'^to  iirds^^-^-^^tofour-fo^^idheaJlsanh 
creeping  things  i-^^ProfeJfing  tbtmfelvti  to  he  wifif^ 
fhey  become  JooIs^'-m.All'  their  fpecioua  wifdbm  was 
but  a  more  glittering  kind  of  ignorance,  tfnd  ended 
in  the  moft  diibonourable  of  all  miflakes,-— -in  fet- 
ting  up  fictitious  gods  to  receive  the  tribute  of  their 
adoration  and  thanks^ 

The  fountain  of  religion  being  thus  poifoned,  no 
Wonder  the  ftream  (howed  its  efEsfts,  which  are 
charged  upon  them  in  the  following  words,  where  be 
defcribes  the  heathen  world  as  full  of  all  unrigbtewj- 
nefs,  ■      ■  fo  I  nication,         coveto  u  fnefey  ■■      maliciouf* 

ncfs,-i— full  of  murder,         envy, debate,—— 

inalignity,——whifperers,— —backbiters,— —haters^ 

of  God,— proud, ^-boafters, inventors  of  evil 

things,"! — ^ifobedient  to    parents, — without  under- 
Handing,  without  natural   afFeft i on ,-^-— implacable, 
.unmerciful  !• — Gob  in  heaven  defend  us   ivotn 
fuch  a  catalogue  ! 

But  thcfe  diforders,  if  fairly  confidered,  you'll  far, 
have  in  no  age  arifen  fo  much  from  want  of  light,  as 
^,want  oCdifpofition  tp.follpw  the  light  which  GoD 
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has  ever  Imparted:  that  the  law  written  in  their 
hearts  was  clear  and  expreis  enough  for  any  reafon* 
able  creatures,  and  would  have  dirp-fled  them,  had 
they  not  fuffered  their  paffi on s  more  forcibly  to  direft 
them  otherwile  :  that  if  we  are  to  judge  from  this 
eSed,  namely,  the  corruption  of  the  world,  the  fame 
prejudice  will  recur  even  againft  the  Chriftian  reli- 
gion ;  fince  mankind  have  at  lead  been  as  wicked  in 
later  days,  as  in  the  more  remote  and  fimple  ages  of 
the  world  ;  and  that,  if  we  may  truft  to  faSs,  there 
are  no  vices  which  the  apoftle  fixes  upon  the  heathen 
world,  before  the  preaching  of  the  gofpel,  which  may 
not  be  paralleled  by  as  black  a  catalogue  of  vices  iti 
the  Chriftian  world  fince. 

This  ncceflarily  brings  us  to  an  inquiry.  Whether 
Chriftianity  has  done  the  world  any  fervice  ?  and. 
How  far  the  morals  of  it  have  been  made  better  fince 
this  fjftem  has  been  embraced  ? 

In  litigating  this,  one  might  oppofe  fa£ts  to  fa£ls 
to  the  end  of  the   world,  without  coming  one  jot 
nearer  the  point.      Let  us  fee  how  far  their  miftakes- 
concerning  the  Deiiy  will  throw  light  upon  the  fub-« 
jefl. 

That  there  was  one  fupreme  Being,  who  made  thiS' 
world,  and  who  ought  to  be  worlhipped  by  his  crea- 
tures, is  the  foundation  of  all  religion,  and  fo  obviou»> 
a  truth  in  nature,— that  Reafon,  as  the  Apoftle  ac- 
knowledges, was  always  able  to  difcover  it  :  and  yet 
it  feems  ftrange,  that  the  fame  faculty  which  made 
the  difcovery  ifaould  be  fo  little  able  to  keep  true  to 
its  own  judgement,  and  fupport  it  long  againft  the 
B^jxidices  of  wrong  heads^  and  the  propenfity  of' 
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weak  ones,  towards  idolatry  aad  •  a  maltiplicit j  of 
gods. 

For  want  of  fomcthing  to -have  gone  hand  Jn  hand 
with  Reafon,  and  fixed  theperfuafion  for  ever  upon 
their  no inds^. that  there  was^ in  truth  hut  one  God, 
the  Maker  and  Supporter  of  heaven  and  earth,  infi* 
site  in  wifdom,  and  knowledge, .  and  all  perfeAions : 
■  ■     '  how  foon  was  this  fimple  idea  loft,  and  man- 
kind led  .to  difpofe  of  thefe  attributes  inherent  in  the 
Godhead^.  and«  diride   and    fubdivide  them    again 
amongft  deities,  which  their  awn  dreams,  had  given 
fubftance  to ;    .     his ,  eternal   power  and  doniinion 
parcellM  out  to  gods  of  Jhe  land,-*to  gods  of  the  fea, 
to  gods  of  the  infernal  regions  ;  whilft  the  great  Go9« 
of  gods,. and  Lord  of  lords,, who  rukth  over  all  the 
kingdoms    of   the  world,— —who  is  fo  great    that 
nought  is  able,  to  control  or  withiland   his  power, 
was  fuppofed  to  re(i  contented  with  his  allotnaent,. 
and  to  want  power  to  a£k within  fuch  parts  of  his 
empire,  as  thej  difmembered  and.afBgned  to  others  ! 
.   If  the  number  of  their  gods  and  this  partition  of 
their  power,  would  leflen'the  idea  of  their  majeftj. 
What  muft  be  the  opinions  of  their  origin,   when, 
infiead  of  that  glorious  defcription,  which  Scripture 
gives  of ''  the  Ancient  of  Dajs  who  inhabiteth  eter. 
•*  iiitj,*'-*they  gravely  afHgned  particular  tinges  and 
places  for  the  births  and  education  of  their,  gods  ;  fo 
there  were  fcarce  a  hanalet,   or  even  a  defert  in  • 
Qreecror  Italy,  which  was  not  rendered  memorable 
by  fome  favour  or  accident  of  this,  kind? 
.    And  what  rendered  fuch   conceits  themore  grofi 
and.ahXurd,^ they  fuppofed  not  only  that  the  gpH 


8XRM0M  XXVI.  «    5f 

thej  wodbipped  had  ft  begtnningfi  bat  that  they  were 
produced  bj  flelhly  parents ;  and  accordingly,  they 
attributed  to  them  corporeal  ihapes  and  difference  of 
kx  :  and  indeed  in  this  they  were  a  little  confiftent, 
—for  their  deities  feemed  to  partake  fo  much  of  the 
fraikies  to  which  flefii  and  blood  is  fubjed,  that  their 
hiftory  and' their  pedigree  were  much  of  a  piece,  and 
might  reafbnably  claim  each  other*  For  they  im« 
puted  to  them  not  only  the  human  defefts  of  igno* 
rance^  want,  fear,  and  the  like,  but  the  moft  unman* 
ly  feofualities,  and  what  would  be  a  reproack  to  hui> 
man  nature,— ^fuch  as  cruelty,  adulteries,  rapes, 
incells :  and  even  in  the  accounts  which  we  have 
from  the  fublimell  of  their  poets,— —what  are  they, 
but  the  anecAotes  of  their  fquabbles  amongft  them« 
felves—- their  ititrigues,  their  jealoufies,  their  ungo- 
vernable tranf|>orts  of  choler,  ■  nay,  even  their 
Aefts      ,  their  drunkennefs,  and  bloodihed  ? 

Qere  let  us  flop  a  moment  and  inquire,  what  was 
Reafon  doing  all  this  time,  to  be  fo  miferably  infulted 
and  abufed  ?  Where  held  fhe  her  empire,  whilft  her.^ 
bulwarks  were  thus  borne  down,  and  her  firft  prin- 
ciples of  religion  and  truth  lay  buried  under  them  i 
If  (he  was  able  by  herfelf  to  regain  the  power  fhe  had 
loft,  and  put  a  ftop  to  this  folly  and  confufion,  ..  ■ 
why  did  ihe  not  ?  If  flie  was  not  able  to  refift  this 
torrent  alone,-»-the  point  is  given  up— —«ihe  wanted 
sid:  and  revelation  has  given  it. 

But  though  Reafon,  you  will  fay,  could  not  over« 
throw  thefe  popular  miftakes,  yet  it  faw  the  folly  of 
&ezn,  and  was  at  all  times  able  to  difprove  them. 

No  doubt  it  was  -,  and  it  is  certain  too,  that  the 
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tn ore  diligent  inquirers  after  truth  did  not,  in  faft,. 
fall  into  thefe  abfurd  notions,  which,  bj  the  way,  is 
an  obfervation  more  to  our  purpofe  than  theirs  who 
lifually  make  it :  and  Ihows  that  though  their  reafon- 

ings  were  good that  there  always  wanted  fome- 

thing  which  they  could  not  fupply,^  to.give  them  fuch 
weight,  as  would  lay  an  obligation^  upon  mankind 
to  embrace  them,  and  make  that  to  be  a  law,  which 
otherwife  was  but  an  opinion  without  force*. 

Befides — which  is  a.  more  dircfl:  anfwer,,  though,, 
'tis  true,,  the  ableft  men  gave  no  credit  to  the  multi- 
plicity of  gods— Cfor  they  had  a  religion  for  them- 
felves,  and  another  for  the  populace)  yet  they  -were 
guilty  of  what  in  effeft  was  equally  baiJ,  in  holding 
an  opinion  which  neccflarily  fupported  thefe  very 
miftakes,— ^namely,  that  as  different  nations  had  dif-^ 
ferent  gods,  it  was  every  man's  duty  (I  fuppofe  more 
for  q.uietnefe  than  principle*^  fake.)  to  worlhip  the 
gods  of  his  country  ;  which,  by  the  way,.conCdering 
their  numbers,  was  not  fo  eafy  a  taik ; — ^for  what 
with  celeftial  gods,  and  gods  serial,  terreftrial  and  in- 
fernal, with  the  goddcffes  their  wives  and  naiftrefies, 
upon  the  loweft  computation,'  the  heathen  world  ac- 
knowledged no  lefs  than  thirty  thoufand  deities,  all 
which  claimed  the  rites  and  ceremonies  of  religious 
worfhip. 

But,  'twill  be  faid,  allowing  the  bulk  of  mankind 
V7cre  under  fuch  dclufions.— — they  were  ftiU  but 

fpeculative What  was  that  to  their  praftice  ?— 

However  defedive  in  their  theology  and  more  ab- 
ftradei  points,  their  morality  was  no  way  connefled 
with  it — ^Thcre  is  no  need,,  that  the.  evcrlafting  laws 
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of  juftice  and  mercy  (hould  be  fetched  down  fronx' 
above, — fince  they  can  be  proved  from  more  obvious 
mediums  ;  they  were  as  neceflary  for  the  fame 
good  purpofes  of  fociety  then>.  as  now  ;  and  we  may. 
prefume  they  faw  their  intereft,  and  purfued  it. 

That  the  neceffilies  of  fociety,  and  the  impoflibili- 
ties  of  its  fubfifling  otherwife,  would  point  out  the 
convenience,  or^  if  you  will         the  duty,  of  focia^ 
virtues,    is    unqueftionable  but  I  firmly  deny, 

that  therefore  religion  and  morality  are  independent 
of  each  other  :  ihey  appear  fo  far  from  it,  that  I  can- 
not conceive  how  the  one,,  in  the  true  and  merito- 
rious fen  fe  of  the  duty  can  aft  without  the  influence 
of  the  other.  Surely,  the  moft  exalted  motive  which> 
can  only  be  depended  upon  for  the  uniform  pradice 
of  virtue,  muft  come  down  from  above, — from^ 

the  love  and  imitation  of  the  goodnefs  of  that  Being.. 
in  whofe  fight  we  wiflilo  render  ourfelves  acceptable  : 
this  will  operate  at  all  times  and  all  places, — in  the 
darkeft  clofet,  as  much  as  oa  the  greateil  and  mod' 
public  theatres. of  the  world* 

But  with  different  conceptions  of  the  Deity,  or 
fuch  impure  ones,  as  they,  entertained,  is  it  to  be 
doubted,  whether^,  in  the  many  fccret  trials  of  out 
virtue,  we  Ihould   not  determine  our  cafes  of  con*^ 
fcience  with  much  the  fame  kind  of  cafuiftry  as  that 
of  the  Libertine  in  Terence,  who  being  engaged  in  a- 
.very  unjuftifiaWe  purfuit^  and  happeniag  to  fee  a. 
pifture  whicli  reprefented  a  known  ftory  of  Jupiter 
ma  like  Iranfaftion, — argued  the  matter  thus  within - 
himfelf ;         If  the  great  Jupitei:  could  not  reftrain^. 
lus.appetiteS|^^  and  deny  himlel£an  indulgence  of  thia^ 
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kind        0gp  HomwHtU  hoc  n^m  factrtm  /  •fliall  1,^ 

mortal, — an  inconfiderable  mortal  too,  clothed  with 
infirmities  of  fleih  and  bloody — pretend  to  a  virtue,- 
vrhich  the  Father  o£gods  and  men  could  not  ?     ■ 
What  infoknce !'. 

The  conclufion  was- natural  enotfgh  ^:  and  as  fo 
^eat  a  mafier  of  nature  puts  it  into  the  mouth  of' 
gae  of  his  principal  charaAers,  no  doubt  the  language 
was  then  under  ft  ood  ;  it  was  copied  from  cominoo 
life,  and  was  not  the  firft  application  which  had  been 

* 

made  of  the  ftory. 

It  will  fcarce  admit  of  a  queftiqn,  Whether  vice 
would  not  naturally  grow  bold  upon  the  credit  of 
£uch  an  example;  or  whether  fuch  impreflions  did 
not  inflaenoe  the  lives  and  morals  of  maaj  in  the 
heathen  world  ?  And,  had  there  been  no  other 
proof  of  it,  bat  the  natural  tendency  of  fuch  notions 
to  corrupt  them,  it  had  been  fufEcient  rcafon  to  be* 
lieye  it  was  (b. 

No  doubt,  there  isfufficient  room  for  amendment 
in  the  Ghriftian  world  ;  and  we  may  be  faid  to  be  a 
very  corrupt  and  bad  gi^neration  of  men,  confidering 
what  motives  we  have,.,  firom  the  purity  of  our  reli- 
gion, and  the  force  of  its  fandions,.to  make  us  bet- 
ter :-^yet  ftill  I'affirm,  if  thefe  reftraints  were  taken 
off,' the  world  would' be  infinitely  worfe:  and  though 
fome  fenfe  of  morality  might  be  p^eferved,  as  it  was 
ia  the  heathen  world,  with  the  more  confiderate  of 
us  ;  yet  in  general  I  am  perfuaded,  that  the  bolk^f* 
mankind,  upon  fuch  a  fuppofition,  would  foon  come 
^Mm  vfUbmti  Go9  i»  $ii  wor/J^  and  in  a  ihort  tinyi^ 
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HMer  from  iDclians  themfelves  in  little  elCi  but  their 
eomplezions. 

If,  sifter  ally  the  Chrifiian  religion  has  not  left  a< 
fufficient    provifion    againfb  the   wickedne£i  of  the 
world, — the  ihort  and  true  anfwer  is  thi$.  That  there 
can  be  none. 

It*i»^fiifficient  to  leave  ns  without  excnfe,  thatitke 
excellencj  of  this  inllitution,  an  its  doArine,  its  pre« 
cepts^  and  its  examples,  has  a  proper  tendency  to 
make  us  a  virtuous  and' a  happy  people:*— every 
page  is  an  addreis  to  our  hearts  to  win  tbem  to  thefe 
pgrpofes.  ■  But  religion  was jiot  intended  to  work- 
upon  men  bj  force  and  natural  neceffitj^.but  by 
moral  'perfuaffon,  which  (ets  good  and  evil  before 
them,  ■  fo  that  if  men  have  power  to  do  the  evil 
and  choofe  the.  good,— -and  will  abufe  it^r^this  can« 
not  be  avoided.*— Religion  ever  implies  a  freedom  of 
cioice  i  and.  all  the  beings,  in  the  wprldwhich  have 
ity^were  created  free  to  (land,  and  free  to  fall ;— -and 
therefore  men  who  will  not  be  perfuaded  by  this  way^ 
of  addrefs, .  muit  expeS,  and  be  contented  to  be 
reckoned  with  according^  to  the  talent  they  have  re»- 
ceived*. 


SERMON  XXVII. 


The  Abufes  of  Confcience  confidered. 
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—For  we  truflr  wc  have  a  good  Cionfciencc— 

J6  RUST  !■■■  *  -Truft  we  have  a  good  Confcience  !— 
Siirely,  you  will  fay,  if  there  is  any  thing  in  this  life 
wiiich  a  man  may  depend  upon,  and  to  the  know- 
ledge of  which  he  is  capahle  of  arriving  upon  the 
mod  indifputable  evidence,  it  rouft  be  this  very  thing 
—.Whether  he  has  a  good  Confcience,  or  no. 

If  a  man  thinks  at  all,  he  cannot  well  be  a  flraoger 
to  the  true  date  of  this  account:  ■■■  He  mud  be 
privy  to  his  own  thoughts  and  deiires— He  mud  re« 
member  his  pa^  purfuits,  and  know  certainly  the 
true  fprings  and  motives,  which,  in  general,  have  go^ 
verned  the  anions  of  his  life. 

In  other  matters  we  may  be  deceived  by  falfc  ap* 
pearances  ;  and,  as  the  wife  man  complains,  Hardly 
do  Mot.guefs  aright  at  the  things  that  are  upon  the  tarth^ 
and  with  labour  do  we  Jindthe  things  that  ore  before  us  : 
But  here,  the  mind  has  all  thp  evidence  anA 
Sa&a  within  herfelf  j^o—ris  coafcious  of  the  web  fbei^ 
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has  wove  ; — knows  its  texture  and  finenefs^  and  the- 
exaft  fhare  which  every  paifion  has  had  in  working 
npoQ  the  feveral  defigns  which  virtue  or  vice  has 
plannM  before  her. 

Now, as    Confcience  is  nothing  elfe  but  the- 

knowledge  which  the  mind  has  withia  itfelf  of  this;. 
and  the  judgment,  either  of  approbation  or  cenfure 
which  it  unavoidably  makes  upon  the  fucc^fSve  ac- 
tions of  our  lives,— —*cisplain^  yoa  will  fay,  from- 
the  very  terms  of  the  propofition,. whenever  this  in- 
ward teftimony  goes  againft  a  man,  and  he  (lands, 
felf-accu  fed,— that  he  mud  necefiarily  be  a  guilty 
man.    And,    on  the  contrary^,  when  the  report  is.^ 
favourable  on  his  fide,  and  his  heart  condemns  him 
not,*— that  it  is  not  a  matter    of   truft^   as    the 
Apollle    intimates,.;  but  a  matter  of   certainty  and-, 
fift,  that  the  Confcienct  is  good^.zni,  that  the  mam 
mufl  be  good  alfo. 

At  firfl  fighty  this  may.  feem  to  be  a  true  ftate  of^ 
the  cafe ;  and  I  make  no  doubt  but  the  knowlecjge 
of  right  and  wrong  is  fo  truly  imprefled  upon  the. 
mind  of  man,  that,^didno  fuch  thing  ever  happen,, 
as  that  the  confcience  of  a  man,  by  long  habits  o£ 
fin  might  (as  the  Scripture  aflures  us  it  may)  in* 
fenfibly  become  hard  ;  and,  like  fome  tender  parts 
of  his   body,    by  much  ftrefs,    and  continual  hard 
ufage,  lofe,  by  degrees,  that  nice  fenfe  and  percep- 
tion with  which  Gob  and  nature  endowed  it:     » 
Did  this  never  happen  ; — or  was  it  certain  that  felf- 
lovc  cou\d  never  hang  the  leaft  bias  upon  the* judg- 
ment:—or    that    the  little  interefts  below,  could, 
life  up  and  perplex  the  faculties^  of  our  upper  re- 
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—For  we  ttuft  we  ii»»e  i  good  ConfckDre — 

Tbpst  !— Trull  we  have  a  good  Confc 
Siii'cly,  jou  will  fay,  if  [here  is  anything  J- 
wuicli  a  man  niaj  depend  upon,  and  to  t 
icdge  of  which  he  is  capable  of  arrivin: 
noft  iodifputible evidence,  it  mufl  be  this 


^ 
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gioQS,  and  eoeompafs  tbem  about  with  doods  vA 
thick  darknefs  :---i-coald  no  fuch  thing  as  FaTOur 
and  A&dion  enter  this  facred  courts— did  Wit 
difdain  to  take  a  bribe  in  it,  or  was  afhamed  to  fliow 
its  face  as  an  advocate  for  an  unwarrantable  eojoj- 
iDcnt;  -or,  laftlj,  were  we  aflured,  that  Inte- 
rest flood  alwajs  unconcerned  whilft  the  caufe  vu 
hearing — and  that  Fassion  never  got  into  the  judg- 
ment- feat,,  and  pronounced- fentence  ia  the  fieadof 
Reafon,  which  is  fiippoled  alwajs  to  pxefide  and  d& 
termine  upn  the  cafe ;  .  was  this  trulj  fo,  as  the 
objeflion  nsuft  fuppofe,  no  doubt,  then,  the  reli* 
gious  and  moral  ftate  of  a  man  would  be  exadlf 
what  he  himfelf  efteemed  it ; — and  the  guilt  or  in* 
nocence  of  every  man's  life  could  be  known,  in  ge- 
neral, bj  no  better  meafure  thaa  the  degrees  of  hi^; 
own  approbation  or  cenfure*.- 

I  own,' in"  one  cafe,,  whenever  a  sian*s  Confciencc 
does  accufe  him  (41s  it  feldoov  eirs  on  that  fide)  that 
he  is  guilty ;  and,  unlefs  in  melancholy  and  bjpo- 
chondriac  cafes,  we  may  fafely  pronounce,  that  there 
are  always  fCifficient  grounds  for  the  accufation* 

But^  the  convcrfe  of 'the  propofition  will  not  hoM 
true,— namely,.  That'  wherever  there  is  guih,  tlic 
Confcience  muft  accufe  ^  and  if  it  does  not,  that  a^ 
man  is  therefore  innocent. — This-  is  not  fafl :-— * 
fo  that  the  coinmoir  confolatibn  whidv  £bme  good 
Chriftian  or  other  is  hourly  adminiilering  to  hisi- 

felf, That    he  thanks  Goi>  his  mind  does  oo( 

mifgive  him ;  and  that,  confequently,  he  has  a  good 
£onA:ience,  becaufe  he  has  a  quiet  one-^As  cor* 
»at'  as   the  inference  is,  and  as.  infallible  as  the 
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folis  appears  at  firft  fight,  yet,  whra  jeu  look  nearer 
to  ity.and  try  the  truth  of  this  rule  upon  plain  fafts^ 
70a  fincL  it  liable  to  £0  much  error,. from  a  falfe  ap» 
plication  of  it  ;■  ■  the  principle,,  on  which  at  goes^ 
fo  often  perrerted  ;■  'the  whole  force,  of  it  loftf 
and  fometimes  fo  vilely  caft  away^  that  it  is  painful 
to  pcoduce  the  comnKui  examples  from.humaalifey. 
vhich.oonfi.Tm  this  account. 

A  man.  (hall  be  vitious,  and  utterly  debauched  m 
bis  principles.:  exceptionable  in  his  conduft  to  the 
world:  *fliall  live,,  {hamelefa-  —in  the  open  com*~ 
roiffion  of  a.  fin  which  no  reafon  or  pretence  can 
jollify ;  a  >  &i,  by  which,,  contrary  to  all  the 
workings  of  hunoanity  within,,  he  iballTuin  fot  ever 
the  deluded  partner  of^hi& guilt  ;>■  robber  of  her- 
M  dowry  ;  and  not>  only  cover  her  own  head 
with  dilhonour,  but  involve  a  whole  virtuous  family 
ia  ihame  and  forrow  for  her  fake.?-— Surely^—- 
jou^U  think,  Confcience  mufl  lead  fuch  a  man  a 
troublefome   life:— he    can    have  no  reft,  night. or. 

daj,  from  its* reproaches. 

Alas  !  Confcience  had  fome thing  elfe  to  do  alt 
this  time,  than  break  in  upon  him  :  as  Alijab'  re«^ 
preached  the  god  j5da/,  this  domeftic  god  was  either 
taliingy  or  purfuing^  or  was.  in  a,  journey ^  or  ptr^ 
adventure^,  btjlept,  and  could  net  be  awoie.  Perhaps 
he  was  gone  out  in  company  with  Honour,  to  fight 
a  dueI;-«-to  pay  ofi*  fome  debt  at  play,— or  dirty 
aouuity,.the  bargain  of  bis  luft. Perhaps,  Con- 
fcience all  this  time  was  engaged  at  home,  talking, 
aloud  againft  petty  larceny,  and  executing  vengeance 
vpou  fome  fuch  puny  crimes  as  bis  fortune  aadxank. 
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in  life  fecured'  him  agunft  all  temptation  of  com- 
micting  fo  that  he  lives  as  merrily ^—fieeps  ai 

feundly  in  his  bed,— ^nd,  at  the  laft,  meets  death 
with  as  much  unconcern,— perhaps  much  more 
So,  than  a  much  better  man. 

Another  is  fordid,  unmerciful ;— — a  llrait-beart 
«d,  felfiih  wretch,— —•incapable  either  of  privatt 
friendfbips,  or  public  fpirit.  ■  ■  ■  Take  notice  hom 
he  pafles  bj  the  widow  and -orphan  in  their  diflrcfs: 
and  fees  all  tha  miferies  incident  to  human  lifci 
without  a  figh  or  a  prayer>i  Shall  not  C6nfciencc 
tife  up  and  ding  him  on  fuch  occafions  ?  No.— - 
Thank  God  there  is  no  occafion.  **  I  pay  evcrj 
•*  man  his  own,  ■!  have  no  fornication  to  aofwei 
*•  to  my  Confciencc,-no  faithlefs  vows  or  proroifes 
^  to  make  up  :  I  have  debauched  no  man's  w:fe 
**  or  child.^—— Thank  Gob,  I  am  not  as  other  men, 
"  adulterers,'  unjuR,  or  even  as  this  libertine  who 
•*  ftands  before  me." 

A  third  is  crafty  and  de&gning  in  his  nature.— 
View  his  whole  life,— 'tis  nothing  elfe   but  a  cun- 
ning contexture  of  dark  arts  arifl  unequitable  fubter* 
fuges,  bafely  to  defeat  the  true  intent  of  all  laws^ 
plain-dealing,  and  the  fafc  enjoyment  of  our  fcveral 
properties  —You  will  fee  fuch  a  one  working  out 
a  frame  of  little  defigns  upon  the  ignorance  and  per- 
plexities of  the  poor  and  needy  man  ;— — fliall  raife 
a  fortune  upon  the  inexperience  of  youth, — '^or  the 
unfufpefting  temper  of  his  friend,  who  would  ba^* 
trufted  him  with  his  life.     When  old  age  comes  oVt 
and  repentance  calls  him  to  look  back  upon  this 
black  account^,  and  Hate  it  over  again  with  his  Con- 


feiencc-— Confcience  loQks  into  the  Statutes  at  Larg$ 
--finds  perhaps  no  exprtft  hkvi  broken-bj  «rhat  'ht 
has  done ;  ■  perceives  no  penaltj  or  forfeiture  ia- 
curred ;  fees  no  .feonrge  waving  over  his  head^ 
—or  prifon  opening  its  gate  upon  him.— « What 
is  there  to  affright  his  Confcience  ?*^Confcience  haf 
got  fafeljr  entrenched  behind  the  letter  of  the  law^ 
fits  there  invulnerable,  fortified  withk.r^j  and  reforti 
fo  ftrongly  on  all  £ules^T— that  ^tn  not  preaching  can 
difpoffeis  it  of  its  hold. 

Another  fhalt  want  ^ven  this  refuge^ — {hall  break 
through  all  this  cefemonjj[>filow  chicane;  fcorna 
the  doubtful  workings  of  fecret  plots  and  cautious 

trains  to  bring  about  his  purpe£e« ^See  the  bare» 

&ced  tillain,  how  he  cheats,  lie$,  perjures,  robs, 
murdcrsr-r — ^Hoi'rid- !-— P-Bwt  indeed  much  better 
^a  not  to  be.  expelled  in  this  cafg..  The  poor 
man  was  in  the  dark !  .His  prieft  had  got  the 
keeping  of  his  Confcience;  and  aU  he  had  let  him 
know  of  it,  was,  .That^he  muft  bdieve  in  the  Pope  g 
-•-go  to  mafs  ;^r^ro&  hknfelf  ;.7-tell  his  beads  ;— ?• 
^  a  good  Catholic ;  and  that  this  in  all  confcience 
was  enough  to  carry  himto  heaven.  What  \-^^~^iC 
^e  perjures-  ?— .Why  ■  "he  had  a  mental  referva* 
tion  in  3t«  But  if  he  is  fo  wicked  and  abandoned  a 
wretch  as  you  rcprcfent  himy.<fr--if  he  robs,  or  mur* 
ders^  will  not  Confcience,  on  every  fuch  aS,  re- 
ceive a  wound  itfelf  ?  .,  ■  Ay-^^But  the  man  has  car- 
ried  it  to  cdnfeffion,  ■  the  wound  digefls  there^ 
and  wQl  do  well  enough,  and  in  a  ihort  time  be 
quite  healed'up  by  abfolutton. 

0  Pojferjt!  what  haft  thou  to  anfwer  for  ?— when. 
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fiot'oofitent  with  thetoo-many  natural  and  fatal  wayi 
throogh  which  the  heart  is  every  day  thus  treacher- 
ous to  itfeif  above  all  things,— —>thou  haft  wilfully 
iet  open  this  wide  gate  of  deceit  before  the  £sice  k 
this  unwary  3>av#//rry--.-too  apt,  God  knows,  ts 
go  aftray  of  himfelf,— -and  confidently  fpeak  pesce 
tohis  foul,  when  there.is  no 'peace* 
..  Of  this,  the  .common  inftanoes,  which  I  have 
drawn  out  of  life,  are  too  notorious  to  require  modi 
evidence.  If  any  man  doubts  the  reality  of  thein, 
or  thinks  it  impoffible  for  man  to  be^uch  a  bubbk 
to  himfdf,-*-!  muft  refer  him  a  moment  «>to  his  tt^ 
flefiions,  and  Audi  then  venture  to  truft  the  appeal 
.with  his  own  heart.  Let  him  confider  in  how  dif- 
ferent a  degree  of  deteftation  numbers  of  wid^ed  ac- 
tions ftand  there  i  though  equally  bad  and  vitious  in 
their  own  natures— —he  will  foon  find  that iotb  of 
them  as  ftrong  inclination  or.cufiom  have  >prompted 
him  to  commit,  are  generdly  drefied  out  and  painW 
ed  with  all  the  falfe  beauties  which  a  foft  and  flat*' 
teriog  hand  can  give  .them ;  and  that  the  otherii  ts 
which  he  feels  no  propenfity,  aj^ear  at  once  naked 
and  deformed,  furrounded  with  all  the  true  circuA' 
.fiances  of  folly  and  ^iflionour* 

When  David  furprifcd  Saul  fleepiog  in:thecsf^ 
and  cut  off  the  ikirt  of  his  robe,— —we  read,  bil 
heart  fmote  him  for  what. he  had  done.— But  ia  till 
.matter  of  Uriah,  where  a  faithful  and  gaUaot  ieM 
vani;,  whom  he  ought  to  have  loved  and  hooonrew 
fell  to  make  way  for  his  lufl :  where  Con/cieace  hal 
fo  much  greater  rcafon  to  take  the  alarm,— his  beait 
Xmole  him  not.«««.A  whole  year  had  ahiioft>t* 
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Id  ifrom  the  <£rft  commiffien  of  that 
Ihedme  Nathan  was  fent  to  reprove  him  ;  and  we 
read  not  once  of  the  leaft  forrow  or  conapunAion  of 
hearty  which  he  teftified,  during  aU  that  time,  for 
frhat  he  had  done. 

Thus  Confcience,  this  once  able  monitor^i— plaoefl 
oa  high  as  a  judge  within  us,.  "and  intended,  bj 
our  Maker,  as  a  juft  and  eqaitaUe  one  too^— by  aa 
uobappj  train  of  caijifes  and  isapediments,—- «-takea 
ofteo  fuch  imperfeft  cognizance  of  what  pafles,«— 
^oes  its  (^ce  -£0  negligently ^-.-^foinetiines  fo  cor« 
ruptlyy'that  it  is  not  to4>e  tr^fted  alene  :  and  there* 
fore^  we  find  there  b  a  nece0itjr,  an  abfolute  necef- 
%>  of  pining  4tnother  principle  with  k,  *^o.aid|  if 
-not  govern  its  detecminatioas. 

>So  that  if  jon  would  form  a  juft  judgment  of 
-what  is  of  infinite  importance  to  you  not  to  be  mif- 
led  in,  namely,  in  what  degree  of  real  merit  you 
flaody^ither  9s  an  honeft  man,  an  ufeful  citi* 
<zeO|.,^.faith&d  fubjeft  to  your  ktngir— or  a  good 
Servant  to  your  Gop  call  in  Religion  and  Mo« 
&AUTT,— Look-f*— 'What  is  written  in  the  law  of 
^OD  ? — How  readeft  -thou?  ■  Confult  calm  rea« 
fon,  and  the  unchangeable  obligations  of  juflice  and 
truth-^What  fey  they? 

Let  Confcience  determine  the  matter  upon  thefe 
I'cports  ;«-<ind  then,  if  tfy  heart  condemn  thee  not,--^ 
^vhich  is  the  cafe  the  Apoftle  fuppofes,— the  rule 
will  be  infailible"^7!(oii  wilt  have  confidence  towards 
'<joi;«.that  is,  have  juft  grounds  to  believe  the  judg- 
ment thou  haft  pafled.upon  tbyfelf,  tV  the  judgment 
^^  60D :  and  nothing  elfe  but  an  anticipation  of 
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that  righteous  fentenc^  which  will  be  pronounced, 
hereafter,  upon  thee»  by  that  Sbikg,  hefore  'vhom 
thou  art  finally  to  give  an  account  of  thy  adions. 

Blijfed  it  the  man^  indeed  then,  as  the  Author  of 
the  book  oiEcclefiq/lkus  exprefles  it,  vibo  ts-not  prick* 
ed  viiib  the  mdtituit  pfhiiJins.'^'-'^Bfieffid  is  the  man 
wbofe  heart  has  not  condemned  him,  and  who  is  not 
fallen  from  his  hope  in  the  Lord.  Whether  he  be  rich 
continues  he,  or  whether  he  he  poorm.^^if  be  have  a 
good  heart  (a  heart  thus  guided  and  informed}— -Si 
Jballat  all  times  rejoice  in  a  cheerj^  countenance^  ffu 
mindjball  tell  him  more  than /even  watchmen  that  fit 
niove  upon,  a  tower  on  high*  In  the  darkeft  doubts  it  (hafi 
condufl  him  fafer  than  a  thoufand  Cafuiftg^  and  give 
the  State  he  lives  in  a. better  fecurity  for  his  behavi- 
our, than  all  the  clauTe^  and  rdlridions  put  top* 
•  ther,  which  the  wifdom  of  the  Legiflature  is  forced  to 
multiply,-^forced,  I  fay,  as  things  ftand ;  human 
pure  neceffity,  broiight  into  fence  againft  the  mif« 
^hievous  effefis  of  thofe .  Gonfciences  which  are  no 
Jaw  unto  themfelves ;  wifply  intending,  by  the  many 
provifions  made,  that  in  all  fuch  corrupt  or  mifgnid- 
ed  cafes,  where  principle  4md  the  checks  of  Con- 
science will  not  make  us  upright,  to  fupply  their 
force,  and,  by  the  terrors  of  jaiU  and  halters,  oUige 
,us  to  it.     •     . 

'To  have  the  fear  of  God  before  our  eyes,  and,  is 

.  cur  mutual  dealings  with  each  other,  to  govern  our 

a&ions  by  the  eternal  meafures  of  right  and  wrong  : 

■n.i'."the  firft  of  thefe  will  comprehend  the  duties  ^ 

religion, the  fecond,  thofe  of  morality;  which 
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are  fo  infeparably  coaa&Ct^d  together^  that  you  can- 
not divide  thefe  two  tabiesf  evtn  in^  imagination^ 
{though  the  attempt  is  often  made  in  pra£lice),  with- 
out breaking,  and  mutually  deftroying  them  both* 

I  faidf  the  attempt  is  often  made  ;*-3nd  fo  it  is  ; 

■  there  being  nothing  more  common  than  to  fee 
a  man»  who  has  no  fenfe  at  all  of  religion,  and^ 
indeed,  has^^  mucb  of  honefty,  as  to  pretend  to  none, 
who  would  yet  take  it  as  the  bitterefl  afiiront,  (hould 
you  but  hint  at  a  fufpicion  of  his  moral  chara&er,--^' 
or  imagine  he  was  not  confcientiouily  juft  and  fcru- 
pulous  to  the  uttermoft  mite. 

When  there  is  fome  appearance  that  it  is  fo^  * 
though  one  is  not' willing  even  to  fufpe£t  the  appear- 
ance of  fo  great  a  virtue  as  moral  honefty ;  ■  ■  ■  yet, 
were  we  to  look  into  the  grounds  of  it,  in  the  pre- 
fent  cafe,  I  am  perfuaded  we  fhould  find  little  reafon 
to  envy  fuch  a  man  the  honour  of  his  motive. 

Let  him  declaim  as  pompouily  as  he  can  on  ther 
fubjecl,  it  will  be  found,  at  lail,  to  reft  upon  no 
l>etter  foundation  than  either  his  intereft,  his  pride, 
his  eafe— or  fome  fuch  little  and  changeable  paiGon, 
as  will  give  us  but  fmall  dependence  upon  his  af^icnr 
in  matters  of  great  ftrefs. 

Give  me  leave  to  illuftrate  this  by  an  example. 

I  know  the  banker  I  deal  with,  or  the  phyfitian  I 
ofually  call  in,  to  be  neither  of  them  men  of  mucli 
Tcligon  :-^I  hear  them  make  a  jeft  of  it  every  day, 
and  treat  all  its  fan£bions  with  fo  much  fcorn  and 
jContempt,  as  to  put  the  matter  paft  doubt.  Weil — 
|K}twithftanding  tliis,'  I  put  my  fortune  into  the 
kands  of  the  one,— and,  what  is  dearer  flMl  tit' 

V$l.rL  D  *     . 


74  SERMON  x?^n. 

me,  I  tnift  my  life  to  the  honeft  flcill  of  the  other. 
— ^Now,  let  me  examine  what"  is  my  reafon  for  this 
great  confidence. Why — ^in  the  firft  place,  I  be- 
lieve that  there  is  no  probability  that  either  of  them 
will  employ  the  power  I  put  into  their  hands,  to  my 
difadvantage.  I  confider,  that  honefty  ferves  the 
purpofes  of  this  life  5 — ^I  know  their  fuccefs  in  the 
world  depends  upon  the  faimefs  of  their  charadersj 

^that  they  cannot  hurt  me,  without  hurting  them- 

felves  more. 

But,   put   it  otherwife ^namely,   that  intereft 

lay  for  once,  on  the  other  fide  ; — ^that  a  cafe  ihoald 
happen,  wherein  the  one,  without  ftain  to  his  repu- 
tation, could  fecrete  my  fortune,  and  leave  me  na- 
ked in  the  world ;  or,  that  the  other  coidd  fend 
me  out  of  it,  and  enjoy  an  eftate  by  my  death,  with- 
out difhonour  to  nayfelf  or  his  art.  ■  In  this  cafe, 
what  h(dd  have  I  of  either  of  them  ?— Religion, 
the  ftrongeft  of  all  motives,  is  out  of  the  queftion. 
— ^-Intereft,  the  next  moft  powerful  motive  in  this 
world,  is  ftrongly  againfl  me.  I  have  nothing 
left  to  caft  into  the  fcale,  to  balance  this  temptation. 
■I  muft  lie  at  the  mercy  of  Honour— —or  fonie 
fuch  capricious  principle.— Strait  fecurity !  for  t^'O 
of  my  beft  and  moft  valuable  bleffings— — «iy  pro- 
perty an^  my  life. 

As,  therefore,  we  can  have  no  dependence  upon 
morality  without  religion ;  fo,  on  the  other  hand, 
there  is  nothing  better  to  be  expedled  from  religion 
without  morality ; — ^nor  can  any  man  be  fuppofcd 
to  difcharge  his  duties  jto  GoD  (whatever  fair  appear- 
ances he  may  hang  out  that  he  does  fo),  if  he  does 
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Hot  pay  as  confcientious  a  regard  to  the  duties  which 
he  owes  his  fellow-creature. 

This  is  a  point,  capable  in  itfelf,  of  drift  demon- 
ftration,— -Neverthelefs,  it  is  no  rarity  to  fee  at 
man,  whofe  real  moral  merit  ftands  very  low,  who 
yet  entertains  the  higheft  notion  of  himfelf,  in  the 
light  of  a  devout  and  religious  man.  He  (hall  not 
only  be  covetous,  revengeful,  implacable — but  even 
wanting  in  points  of  common  honefty: — ^yet,  be- 
caufe  he  talks  loud  againft  the  infidelity  of  the  age, 
is  zealous  for  fome  points  of  religion,— goes 

twice  a-day  to  church, ^attends  the  facraments,— 

and  amufes  himfelf  with  a  few  inftrumental  duties 
of  religion, — ^fliall  cheat  his  confcience  into  a  judg- 
ment, that,  for  this,  he  is  a  religious  man,  and  has 
difcharged  faithfully  his  duty  to  God  :  and  you  will 
find,  that  fuch  a  man,  through  force  of  this  delu- 
fion,  generally  looks  down  with  fpiritual  pride  upon 
every  other  man  who  has  lefs  affeftation  of  piety, 
though,  perhaps,  ten  times  more  moral  honefty  than 
himfelf.  • 

This  tj  Hienvife  a  fore  evil  under  the^fun  ;  and  I  be- 
lieve' there  is  no  one  miftaken  principle,  which,  for 
its  time,  has  wrought  more  ferious  mifchiefs.  For 
a  general  proof  of  this,  examine  die  hiftory  of  the 
Romtjh  church.^ — See — ^what  fcenes  of  cruelty,  mur- 
ders, rapines,  bloodflied,  have  all  been  fanftioned 
by  a  religion  not  ftriftly  governed  by  morality. 

In  how  many  kingdoms  of  the  world  has  the  cm- 
fading  fword  of  this  mifguided  Saint-Errant  fpared 
neither  age^  or  merit,  or  fex,  or  condition  ? — And, 
as  he.  fought  under  the  banners  of  a  religion,  which 
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fet  him  loofe  from  Juftice  and  humamty^ — ^be  ihow<- 
cd  none,— mercilefs  trampled  upon  both^  heard 
neither  the  cries  of  the  unfortunate^  nor  pitied  tfaeir 
diftr^es. 

If  the  teftimonies  c^  paft  centuries,  in  this  matter, 
is  not  fuffic^ent,— — confider,  at  this  inftant,  how 
the  votaries  of  that  religion  are  every  day  thinking 
to  do  fervice  and  honour  to  God,  by  a&ions  ^rhich 
are  a  diOionour  and  fcandal  to  themfelves. 

To  be  convinced  of  this,  go  with  me,  for  a  mo- 
ment, into  the  prifons  of  the  inquifition. — ^Behold 
Religion^  with  Mercy  and  Juftice  chained  doinm  un- 
der her  feet,  there  fitting  ghaftly  upon  a  black  tribu- 
nal, propped  up  with  racks  and  inftruments  of  tor- 
ment.— ^Hark  ! — ^What  piteous  groan  }— — See  the 
melancholy  wretch  who  uttered  it,  juft  brought  forth 
to  undergo  the  anguiih  of  a  mock  trials  and  endure 
the  utmoft  pains  that  a  ftudied  fyftem  of  religious 
cruelty  has  been  able  to  invent.— ^Behold  this  helplefs 
vl£lim  delivered  up  to  his  tormentors— —His  body 
fo  wafted  witt  forrow  and  long  confinement,  you  will 
fee  every  nerve  and  mufcle  as  it  fuffers.-— — -Obferve 
the  laft  movement  of  that  horrid  engine. — ^What 
convulfions  it  has  thrown  him  into !  ■  Confider  the 
nature  of  the  pofture  in  which  he  now  lies  ftretched. 
— What  ezquifite  torture  he  endures  by  it  F— It  is 
all  Nature  can  bear.— ^Good  God  !  fee  how  it 
keeps  his  weary  foid  hanging  upon  his  trembling  lips, 
— ^willing  to  take  its  leave,  but  not  fuffered  to  depart. 
Behold  the  unhappy  wretch  led  back  to  his  cell 
—dragged  out  of  it  again  to  meet  the  flames — and 
the  infults  in  his  laft  agonies,  which  this  principle — 


5E1LM0N  xxvir.  77 

Ais  principle,  that  there  can  be  religion  without  mo- 
rality, has  prepared  for  him. 

The  fureft  way  to  try  the  merit  of  any  difputed 
notion, — is,  to  trace  down  the  confequences  fuch  a 
notion  has  produced,  and  compare  them  with  the 

fpirit  of  Oiriftianity. It  is  the  fllort  and  decifive 

rule,  which  our  Saviour  has  left  for  thefe,  and  fuch 

like  cafes, — and  is  worth  a  thoufand  arguments 

By  their  fruits^  fays  lie,  ye  Jhall  know  them. 

Thus  Religion  and  Morality,  like  faft  friends  and' 
natural  allies,  can  never  be  fet  at  variance,  without 
the  mutual  ruin  and  difhonour  of  tliem  both  ; — and 
whoever  goes  about- this  unfriendly  office,  is  no  well 

wifher  to  eitlier ; and,  whatever  he  pretends,  he 

deceives  his  own  heart; — and,  I  fear,  his  morality  a^ 
vdl  as  his  religion  will  be  vain, 

I  will  add  no  farther  to  the  length  of  this  difccurfe, 
than  by  two  or  three  fhort  and  independent  rules, 
deducible  from  what  has  been  faid. 

ly?.  Whenever  a  man  talks  loudly  againft  religion, 
alv/ays  fufpe£l  that  it  is  not  his  reafon,  but  his  paf- 
fions  which  have  got  the  better  of  his  creed. — A  had 
life  and  a  good  belief  are  difagreeable  and  troublefome 
neighbours ;  and^  where  they  feparate,  depend  upon 
it,  it  is  for  no  other  caufe  but  quietnefs'  fake. 

2dlyy  When  a  man  thus  reprefented,  tells  you,  in 
any  particular  inftance,  that  fuch  a  thing  goes  agaififl 
his  confcience, — always  believe  he  means  exaftly  the 
fame  tliing  as  when  he  tejls  you  fuch  a  thing  goCvS 
againft  his  ftomach, — a  prefent  want  of  appetite: 
being  generally  the  true  caufe  of  both* 
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In  a  word  ; — trud  that  man  in  notlilng, — ^who  has 
not  a  confcience  in  every  thing. 

And,  in  your  own  cafe,  remember  this  plain  di- 
ftincftion,  a  miftake  in  which  has  ruined  thoufands, 

That  your  confcience  is  not  a  law  ; — no, — God 

and  Reafon  made  the  law,  and  has  placed  Confcience 
within  you  to  determine — ^not  like  an  jifiatic  Cadl^ 
according  to  the  ebbs  and  flows  of  his  own  paflions ; 
— but  like  a  Britijh   Judge^  in  this  land   of  liberty, 

who  makes  no  new  law,- but  faithfully  declares 

that  glorious  law  which  be  finds  already  written. 


SERMON  XXVIII. 
Temporal  Advantages  of  Religion. 


PBOvKnas  III.  17. 
Her  ways  ar^  vayi  of  pleafantncfs,  and  all  her  paths  are  peace. 

1  HERE  are  two  opinions  which  the  inconfiderate  are 

apt  to  take  upon  truft. — ^The  firft  is,  a  vitiou*  life 
is  a  life  of  liberty,  pleafure,  and  happy  advantages. — 

The  fecond  is and  which  is  the  converfe  of  the 

firft, — that  a  religious  life  is  a  fervile  and  moft  un- 
comfortable ftate- 

The  firft  breach  which  the  devil  made  upon  hu- 
man innocence,  was  by  the  help  of  the  firft  of  thefe 
fuggeftions,  when  he  told  Eve,  that  by  eating  of  the 
tree  of  knowledge,  (he  (hould  be  as  God  ;  that  is, 
fhe  (hould  reap  fome  high  and  ftrange  felicity,  from 
doing  what  was  forbidden  her. — But  I  need  not  re- 
peat the  fuccefs. — ^Eve  learned  the  difference  between 
good  and  evil  by  her.trahfgreffion,  which  fhe  knew 
not  before; — but  then  fhe  fatally  learned,  at  the  fame 
time,  that  the  difference  was  only  this — that  good  is 
that  which  can  only  give  the  mind  pleafure  and  com- 
fort,— and  that  evil  is  that  which  muft  neceffarily 
be  attended^  fooner  or  later,  with  fhame  and  forrow* 
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As  the  deceiver  of  mankind  thus  began  his  triumph 
over  our  race ; ^fo  has  he  (carried  it  on,  ever  fince, 

by  the  very  fame  argument  of  delufion  ; that  is, 

by  pofleffing  men's  minds  early  with  great  expecta- 
tions of  the  prefent  incomes  of  fin, — ^making  them 
dream  of  wondrous  gratifications  they  are  to  feel,  in 

following  '■  their  appetites  in   a  forbidden  'way, 

making  them  fancy  that,  tjhieir  own  grapes  yield  not 
fo  delicious  a  tafte  as  their  neighbour's,  and  that  they 
fhall  quench  their  third  with  more  pleafure  at  his 
fountain,  than  -at  their  own.  This  is  the  opinion 
which  at  firft  too  generally  prevails, — till  experience 
and  proper  feafons  of  refledion  make  us  all,  at  one 
time  or  other,  confefs — that  our  counfellor  has  been 
(as  frem-the  bi^gtnnincr)  an  impoftor, — and  that,  in- 
llead  of  fulfilling  thefe  hopes  of  gain  and  fweetnefs 
in  what  is  forbidden-— ^-that,  on  the  contrary,  every 
unlawful  enjoyment  leads  only  to  bitternefs  and  lofs. 

The  fecond  opinion,  or.  That  a  religious  life  is  a 
fervfle  and  uncomfortable  ftate,  has  proved  a  no  lefs 
fatal  and  capital  falfe  principle  in  the  conduft  of  in- 
experience through  life, — the  foundation  of  which 
miftake  arififlg  chiefly  from  this  previous  wrong 
judgment,— that  true  happinefs  and  freedom  lies  in  a 
man*s  always  following  his  own  humour, — ^that  to 
live  by  moderate  and  ptefcribed  rules,  is  *to  live  with- 
out joy, — that  not  to  profecute  our  paflions,  is  to  be 
cowards,  and  to  forego  every  thing  for  the  tedious 
diftance  of  a  future  life. 

Was  it  true,  that  a  virtuous  man  could  have  no 
pleafure  but  what  fhould  arife  from  that  remote  pro- 
fpeO,,'    ■  .1  own,  we  are  by  nature  fo  goaded  on  by 
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tlie  diefire  of  prefent  happinefs^  that,  was  ifliat  the 
cafe,  thoufands  would  faint  «nder  the  difcoutagement 
of  fo  remote  an  expeftation. — ^But,  in  the  mean  time, 
the  Scriptures  give  us  a  very  different  pro{pe£l  of 
this  matter.— There  w^  are  told,  that  the  fervice  of 

God  is  true  liberty, ^that  the  yoke  <rf  Chriftianity 

is  eafy,  in  comparifoA  of  that  yoke  whkh  muft  be 
brought  upon  us  by  any  other  fyftem  of  living ;  '  ■  ■  • 

and  the  text  telb  of  wifdoiti 4>y  which  he  means. 

Religion,  that  it  has  pleafantnefs  in  its  way,  as  weff 
as  glory  in  its  end — that  it  will  brii^  us  peace  and 
joy,  fuch  as  the  world  cannot  give.— So  that,  upon 
examining  the  truth  of  this  aflertion,  we  fiiali  be  fet 
right  in  this  error,  by  feeing  that  a  religious  man's, 
happinefs  does  not  ftand  at  fo  tedious  a  diftancc  ■  > 
but  is  fo  prefent,  and,  indeed,  fo  infeparablfe  from 
him,  as  to  be  felt  and  tailed  every  hour ;.— and,  of 
this,  even  the  vitious  can  hardly  be  infenfible,  from. 
what  he  iftay  perceive  to  fpring  up  in  his  mind,  feom. 
any  cafual  a<^  of  virtue.  And  though  it  is  a  pleafur^ . 
that  properly  bek>ng»  to  the  goody-^^-^yet  let  any 
one  fry  the  experiment,  and  he  will  fee  what  is. 
meant  by  that  moral  delight,  ^  arifing  from  the  iotv- 
fcience  of  well-doing.— *— Let  him  but-  refrefh  the 
bowels  of  the  needy,  let  him  but  comfort  the  broken*^ 
heartcd-^*-or  ch^k  an  appetite--K>r  overcc»ne  a  temp- 
tation—or receive  an*  affi-ont  with  temper  and 
meeknefe,  and  he  fliaH  find  the  tacit  praife  of  what 
he  has  done,  darting  through'  hi^  mind,  accompanied! 
with  a  fincere"  p'leafurej^;— ^**-confcierice  playing  fhfe 
monitor  even  to  the  loofe  arid,  moft  inconsiderate,  ilt 
their  moft  cafual  afts  of  well-doings  arid*i«,,  Rhtiu 
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voice  whifpering  behind,  and  faying-^This  is  the 
Mray  of  pleafantnefs — this  is  the  path  of  peace—walk 
in  it. — 

But  to  do  farther  juftice  to  the  text,  we  muft  look 
beyond  tliis  inward  recompence,  which  is  always  in- 

feparable  from  virtue, and  take  a  view  of  the 

outward  advantages,  which  are  as  infeparable  from 
it,  and  which  the  apoftle  particularly  refers  to,  whea 
it  is  faid,  Gk)dlinefs  has  the  promife  of  this  life,  as 
■well  as  that  which  is  to  come :  ■  ■  and  in  this  argu- 
ment it  is,  tha^  religion  appears  in  all  its  glory  and 

ftrength— -— unanfwerable  in  all  its  obligations  \ 

that  befides  the  principal  work  which  it  does  for  us, 
jn  fecuring  our  future  .well-being  in  the  other  world, 
it  is  likewife  the  moft.efiedual  means  to  promote  our 
prefent, — and  that  not  only  morally,  upon  account  of 
that  reward  which  virtuous  aAions  do  entitle  a  man 
unto,  from  a  jufl  and.  a  wife  providence, — but  by  a 
statural  tendency  in  themfelves,  which  the  duties  of 
-religion  have  to  procure  us  riches,  health,  reputation) 
credit,  and  all  thofe  things  wherein  our  temporal 
happinefs  is  thought  to  confift, — and  this  not  only 
in  promising  the  lyell-being  of  particular  perfons, 
hot  of  public  communities,  and  of  mankind  in  gene- 
ral,— agreeable  to  what  the  wife  man  has  left  us  on 
record,  that  righteoufnefs  exalteth  a  nation : — ^info- 
much — ^that  could  we,  in  confidering  this  argument, 
fuppofe  ourfelves  to  be  in  a  capacity  of  expoftulating 
vrith  God  concerning  the  terms  upon  which  we 
would  fubmit  to  his  government— —and  to  choofe 
the  laws  ourfelves  which  we  would  be  bound  to  ob- 
ferve,  It  would  he  impoffible  for  the  wit  of  mas  to 
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frame  any  other  propofals,  which,  upon  all  accounts, 
would  be  more  advantageous  to  our  own  interefts, 
than  thofe  very  conditions  to  which  we  are  obliged 
by  the  rules  of  religion  and  virtue.     And  in  this 
does  the  reafonablenefs  of  Chriftianity>  and  the  beau-f 
ty  and  wifdom  of  providence,  appear  moft  eminently 
towards  mankind,  in  governing  us  by  fuch  laws,  as 
do  moft  apparently  tend  to  make  us  happy,— »— and 
in  a  word,  in  making  that  (in  his  mercy)  to  be  our 
duty,  which  in  his  wifdom  he  knows  to  be  our  inte* 
reft, — that  is  to  fay,  what  is  moft  conducive  to  the 
eafe  and  comfort  of  our  mind,— —-the  health  and 
ftrength  of  our  body,— the  honour  and  profperity  of 
our  ftate  and  condition^ — ^the  friendihip  and  good* 
will  of  our  fellow  creatures  ; — ^to  the  attainment  of 
all  which,  no  more  efte^ual  means  can  poiBbly  be 
made  ufe  of,  than  that  plain  direction — ^to  lead  ant 
unconrupted  life,  and  to  do  the  thing  which  is  right  ^ 

^to  ufe  no  deceit  in  our  tongue,  nor  to  do  evil  to 

our  neighbour. 

For  the  better  imprinting  of  which  truth  in  your 
memories^  give  me  leave  to  offer  a  few  things  to 
your  confid^^on. 

The  firft  is,-*-That  juftice  and  honefty  contribute 
very  much  towards  all  the  faculties  of  the  mind  :  I 
mean,  that  it  clears  up  the  underftanding  from  that 
mift,  which  dark  and  crooked  defigns  are  apt  to  raife 

in  it, and  that  it  keeps  up  a  regularity  in  the  af* 

fe£tions,  by  fuifering  no  lufts  or  hybrids  to  diforder 
thenx  ;-*— ^at  it  likewife  preferyes  the  mind  from 
all  damps  of  grief  and  melancholy,  which  are  the  fure^ 
^onfequences  of  unjuft  afliotis ; — ^and  that^  by  fuch 

D6 
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^  improvement  of.  the  faculties^  it  makes  a  man  fo 
much  the  abler  to  difcenii  and  to  much  the  more 
cheerful^  a£live,  and  diligent  to  mind  his  bufinefs.— • 
—■Light  is  fown  for  the  righteous^  fays  the  prophet, 
and  gladneis  for  the  upright  in  heart. 

Secondly,  Let  it  be  tobferved— ^at.in  the  conti- 
nuance and  courfe  of  a  virtuous  man's  aiBiird,  there 
is  little  probability  of  his  falling  into  confiderable  dif- 
appointments  or  calamkies  $  not  only  bec»ufe  guard- 
ed by  the  providence  of  Gop,  but  tli^t  honefty  is,  b 
its  osm  nature^  the  £reeft  from  danger. 
,  Firft>  Becaufe  ftieh  a  one  lays  no  proje£ts5  which 
it  is  the  intereft  of  another  to  blaft,  and  therefore 
needs  no  indireA  methods  or  deceitfnl  pra<fticesy  to 
fecure  his  intereft,  by  undenmnmg  otk«R5.*-The 
paths  of  virtue  are  plain  and  ftraight :  fo  that  the 
Uind,  perfons  of  the  meaneft  capacity^  ihall  not  err. 
,— Diihonefty  requires  (kill  to  condufi  it^  and  as  great 
•rt  to  conceal — ^what  it  is  every  enf 's  intereft  to  de- 
ted.  And  I  think  I  need  not  remind  you,  how  oft 
it  happens  ip  attempts  of  this  kind'— where  worMly 
men»  in  hafte  4o  be  rich,  have  ov^-run  the  only 
means  to  it, — and  for  want  of  laying  4heir  contri- 
vances wkh  proper  canning,  or  managing  them  wrth 
|»n^er  fecrecy  and  advantage,  have  loft  for  ever, 
what  they  might  have  certainly  fecured  by  honefty 

«nd  plain   deaHng  ^ the  ^enend  caufes  of  the 

difappointments  in   their  bniinefs,   or  of  imhappi- 
uefs  in  their  Hve8>  lying  but  too  njanifeftly  in  their 
own   diferderly  pa^ns,  which>  by  attrmptiii^  to 
carry  them  ^  ihorter  way  to  riches  and  honour,  di(>  ^ 
appoint  them  of  both  for  ever^  and  make  phtn  tibat 


fuih  IS  from  themfelves,  and  "that  they  eat  the  fruits 
which  their  own  hands  hare  watered  and  ripenedl 

Gonfiderj  in  the  third  place,  That  the  religious  and 
moral  man  (om?  of  which  he  cannot  be  without  the 
other)  not  only  takes  the  fureft  courfe  for  fuccefs  in 
his  afiairs,  but  is  difpofed  to  procure  a  help  which 
never  enters  into  the  thoughts  of  a  wicked  one  ;  for^ 
being  confcious  of  upright  intentions,  he  can  look 
towards  heaven,  and  with  fome  aflbrance,  recom- 
mend his  affiiirs  to  God's  bleffing  and  dire^ion : — 
whereas  the  fraudulent  and  difhoneft  man  dares  not 
call  for  God's  bleffing  upon  his  defigns,-^— or,  if  he 
does,  he  knows  it  is  in  vain  to  exped  it.  Now,  a 
man  who  believes  that  he  has  God  on  his  fide,  ads 
with  another  fort  of  life  and  courage,  than  he  who 

knows  he  Hands  alone;- ^like  Efau  Mrith  h!s  hand 

againft  every  man,  and  every  man's  hand  againft  his. 

The  eyes  of  the  Lord  are  upon  the  righteous,  and 
his  ears  are  open  to  their  cry,  ■  ■  but  the  face  of  the 
Lord  16  againft  them  that  do  evH. 

Confider,  in  the  fourth  'place.  That  in  all  good  gos- 
temmentsy  who  underftand  their  own  intereft,  the 
upright  and  honeft  man  ftands  mudi  fairer  for  pre- 
ferment, and  much  more  likely  to  be  employed  in  aH 
things  where  fidelity  is  wanted  :— *for  all  men,  how- 
ever the  cafe  ftands  with  themfelves,  they  love  at 
Icaft  to  find  honefty  in  thofe  they  trnft  ;  nor  is  ther6 
any  ufage  we  more  hardly  digeft,  than  that  of  being 
outwitted  and  deceived.— -This  is  fo  true  an  oK> 
fervation,  that  the  greateft  knaves  have  no  other  way 
to  get  into  bufinefs,  but  by  counterfeiting  honefty,. 
and  pretending  to  be  what  they  are  not ;  and  whett 
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the  impofture  is  difcovcred,  as  it  is  a  thoufand  to  one 
but  it  will,  I  have  juft  faid  what  muft  be  the  certain 
confequence,— for,  when  fuch  a  one  falls,  he 
has  none  to  help  him-— fo  he  feldom  rifes  again.— 

This  brings  us  to  a  fifth  particular,  in  vindication 
of  the  text, — That  a  virtuous  man  has  this  ftrong  ad- 
vantage on  his  fide  (the  reverfe  of  the  laft),  that  the 
more  and  the  longer  he  is  known,  fo  much  the  bet- 
ter is  he  loved  >  fo  much  the  more  trufted,— fo 
that  his  reputation  and  his  fortune  have  a  gradual  in- 
creafe ;  and  if  calamities  or  crofs  accidents  ihould 
bear  him  down  (as  no  one  ftands  out  of  their 
reach  in  this  world,)  ■  if  he  ihould  fall,  who  would 
not  pity  his  diftrefs — ^who  would  not  ftretch  forth 
his  hand  to  raife  him  from  the  ground  I — ^Wherever 
there  was  virtue,  he  might  exjpeGt  to  meet  ^  friend 
and  a  brother.  And  this  is  not  merely  fpeculation, 
but  fa£t,  confirmed  by  himiberlefs  examples  in  life, 
of  men  falling  into  misfortunes,  whofe  chara^er  and 
tried  probity,  have  raifed  them  helps,  and  bore  them 
Up,  when  every  other  help  has  forfook  them. 

LafUy,  to  fum  up  the  account  of  the  tempera} 
advantages  which  probity  has  on  its  fide,*-4et  us  not 
forget  that  greateft  of  all  happinefs,  which  the  text 
refers  to,-  -in  the  expreffion^  of  aU  its  paths  being 
peace,— peace  and  content  of  mind,  arifing  from  the 
confcioufnefs  of  virtue,  which  is  the  true  and  only 
foundation  of  all  earthly  fatisfa&ion;  and  where  that 
is  wanting,  whatever  other  ehjoyment&  you  beftow 
upon  a  wicked  man,  they  will  as  foon  add  a  cuUt  to 
his  ftature  as  to  his  happinefs.  ■  In  the  midft  of 
the .  higheft  entert3iiip]^nt&        this,,  like  the  hsid- 
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•writing  upon  the  wall,  wilhbe  enough  to  fpoU  and 
difreliih  the  feaft  ;-^ut  much  more  fo,  when  the 
tiunult  and  hurry  of  delight  is  over — ^when  all  is  ftill 
and  filent, — ^when  the  (inner  has  nothing  to  do  but 
attend  its  laflies  and  remorfes  ;— — and  this,  in  fpite 
of  all  the  common  arts  of  diverfion,  will  be  often  the 
cafe  of  every  wicked  man  ; — ^for  we  cannot  live  al- 
ways upon  the  ftretch  5— our  faculties  will  not  bear 
conftant  pleafure, .  any  more  than  conftant  pain  ;— r 
there  will  be  fome  vacancies ;  and  when  there  are, 
they  will  be  fure  to  be  filled  with  imcomfortable 
thoughts  and  black  reflefiions. — So  that,  fetting  afide 
the  great  after-reckoning,  the  pleafures  of  the  wicked 
are  over-bought,. even  in  this  world.—- 

I  conclude  with  one  obfervation  upon  the  whole 
of  this  argument,  which  is  this — 

Notwithftanding  the  great  force  with  which  it  has 
often  been  urged  by  good  writers,— there  are  many 
cafes  which  it  may  not  reach, — ^wherein  vitious  men 
may  feem  to  enjoy  their  portion  of  this  life,  and 
live  as  happy,  and  fall  into  as  few  troubles  as  other 
men  :-^and  therefore,  it  is  prudent  not  to  lay  more 
ftrefs  upon  this  argument  than  it  will  bear  : — but  al- 
ways remember  to  call  in  to  our  aid,  that  great  and 
more  unanfwerable  argument,  which  will  anfwer  the 
mod  doubtful  cafes  which  can  be  ftated,-^and  that 
is,  the  certainty  of  a  future  life,  which  Chriftianity 
has  brought  to  light.  However  men  may  differ  in 
their  opinions  of  the  ufefiilnefs  of  virtue  for  our  pre- 
fent  purpofes, — ^no  one  was  ever  fo  abfurd  as  to  deny 
it  ferved  our  bed  and  laft  intereft, — ^when  the  little 
interefts  of  this  life  were  at  an  end : — ^upon  which 


confideration  we  fliould  always  lay  the  great  weight 
which  it  is  fitteft  to  bear,  as  the  ftrongeft  appeal, 
and  mod  unchangeable  motive  that  can  govern  out 
a£lions  at  all  times.  However,  as  every  good  argu- 
ment on  the  fide  of  religion  fhould,  in  proper  times, 
be  made  ufe  of,— it  is  fit  fometimes  to  examine  this, 
— ^by  proving,  virtue  is  not  even  deftitute  of  a  prefent 
reward, — ^but  carries  in  her  hand  a  fufficient  recoin- 
pence  for  all  the  felf-denials  (he  may  occafion  : — ^flie 
is  pleafant  in  the  way — ^s  well  as  in  the  end  ; — ^her 
ways  being  ways  of  pleafantnefs,  and  all  her  paths 
peace. — ^But  it  is  her  greateft  and  moft  diftinguiihed 
glory, — that  ftie  befriends  us  hereafter,  and  brings  us 

peace  at  the  laft  ; «nd  this  is  a  portion  flie  can 

never  be  difinhetited  of : — which  may  God  of  hi* 
Bfiercy  grant  us  all,  for  the  fake  of  Jesus  Christ. 
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SERMON  XXIX. 


Our  Converfation  in  Heaven. 


vHiup.  III.  20.  lA  Part. 
For  our  conTcrfation  is  in  HeaTcn. 

T KE8E   words  are   the  conclufion  of  the  account 
wliich  St  Paul   rcRders  of  himfcif,  to  juftify  that 

particulaT  part  of  his  conduft  and  proceeding ^his 

leaving  fo  ftrangely,  and  deferting  his  JewiHi  rites 
and  ceremonies,  to  which  he  was  known  to  have 
been  formerly  fo  much  attached,  and  in  defence  of 
which  he  had  been  fo  warmly  and  fo  remarkably  en- 
gaged. This,  as  it  had  been  matter  of  provocation 
againft  him  amongft  his  own  countrymen  the  Jews, 
>  fo  was  it  no  lefs  an  occafion  of  furprife  tfo  the  Gen- 
tiles J — ^that  a  perfon  of  his  great  charafter,  intereft 
and  reputation, — one  who  was  defcended  from  a  tribe 
of  Ifrael,  deeply  fltilled  in  the  profeflions,  and  zeal- 
ous in  the  ohferva?ices  of  the  Jlraitejl  feEi  of  that  religion  ; 
— vf\iO  had  their  tenets  inftilled  into  him  from  his 
tender  years,  under  the  .inflitution  of  th.e  ableft  maf- 
tersj — 4  pharifee  himfelf, — ^the  fon  of  a  pharifee, 
and  brought  up  at  the  feet  of  Gamaliel  j  one  that 
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was  fo  deeply  mterefted,  and  an  acceflbry  in  the  per- 
fecution  of  another  religion,  juft  then  newly  come 
up  ;— a  religion,  to  which  bis  whole  feft,  as  well  as 
himfelf,  had  been  always  the  bittereft  and  moft  in- 
veterate enemies,  and  were  conftantly  upbraided  as 
fuch,  by  the  firft  founder  of  it : — ^that  a  perfon  fo  be- 
fet  and  hemmed  in  with  interefts  and  prejudices  on 
all  fides,  fhould,  after  all,  turn  profylete  to  the  very 
religion  he  had  hated ; — a  religion,  too,  under  the 
moft  univerfal  contempt  of  any  then  in  the  world,— 
the  chiefs  and  leaders  of  it  men  of  the  loweft  birtb 
and  education,  without  any  advantages  of  parts  or 
learning,  or  other  endowments  to  recommend  them : 
-—that  he  (hould  quit  and  abandon  all  his  former  pri- 
vileges,  to  become   merely  a  fellow-labourer  with 

tliefe  i ^that  he  fhould  give  up  the  reputation  ,be 

had  acquired  amongft  his  brethren,  by  the  ftudy  and 
labours  of  a  whole  life  ; — that  he  fhould  give  up  his 
friends — ^his  relations  and  family,  from  whom  he 
cftranged  and  banifhed  himfelf  for  life  :-*^s  was  an 
event  fo  very  extraordinary — fo  odd  and  unaccount- 
able,— that  it  might  well  confound  the  minds  of  men 
to  anfwer  for  it.  It  was  not  to  be  accounted 
for  upon  the  common  rules  and  meafures  of  proceed- 
ing in  human  life. '• — 

The  apoftle  therefore,  fince  no  one  elfe  could  do 
it  fo  well  for  him,  comes,  in  this  chapter,  to  gi^^ 
an  explanation  why  he  had  thus  forfaken  fo  niany 
worldly  advantages, — which  was  owing  to  a  greater 
and  more  unconquerable  zffeQion  to  a  better  and 

more  valuable  intereftj that,  in  the  poor  perf>| 

cutcd  faith—which  he  had  once  reproached  and  d^ 
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ftroyedv  he  had  now  found  fuch  a  fubiefs  of 
divine  grace,  fuch  unfathomable  depths  of  God's 
infinite  mercy  and  love  towards  mankind,  that  he 
could  think  nothing  too  much  to  part  with,  in  order 
to  his  embracing  Chriftianity  :— nay,  he  accounted 
all  things  but  lofs — that  is,  lefs  than  nothing,  for 
the  excellency  of  the  knowledge  of  Jesus  Christ. 

The  apoftle,  after  this  apology  for  himfelf, 
proceeds,  in  the  fecond  verfe  before  the  text,  to  give 
a  very  different  reprefentation  of  the  worldly  views 
and  fenfual  principles  of  other  pretending  teachers, 

^who  had  fet  themfelves  up  as  an  example  for 

men  to  walk  by,  againft  whom  he  renews  this  cau- 
tion : — ^For  many  walk,  of  whom  I  have  told  you 
often,  and  now  tell  you,  even  weeping,  that  they 
»e  the  enemies  of  the  crofs  of  Christ, — ^r/vhofe 
end  is  deftru&ion, — ^whofe  god  is  their  belly,  and 
wbofe  glory  is  in  their  (hame,  who  mind  earthly 
things — ^^itfwmf — ^reliih  them,  making  them  the  on- 
^y  ohjeSt  of  their  wiihes — ^taking  aim  at  nothing 
better,  and  nothing  higher.— -But  our  converfatiouf 
&ys  he  in  the  text,  is  in  heaven. — ^We  Chriftians, 
who  have  embraced  a  perfecuted  faith,  are  governed 
by  other  confiderations, — ^have  greater   and   nobler 

«  » 

Views. — Here  we  confider  ourfelves  only  as  pilgrims 
^  Grangers  : — ^ur  home  is  in  another  country, 
where  we  are  continually  tending  :  there  our  hearts 
^nd  afiedions  are  placed ;  and  when  the  few  days 
of  our  pilgrimage  fliall  be  -  over,  there  fhall  we  re- 
^ni,  where  a  quiet  habitation  and  a  perpetual  reft 
is  defigned  and  prepared  for  us  for  ever.  Our  con- 
^^riation  is  in  heaven,  fityn  whence,  fays  he,  we 
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alfo  look  for  the  Saviour,  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrift 
who  ihall  change  our  vile  body,  that  it  may  be  h\ 
(hioned  like  unto  his  glorious  body,  according  to  th 
working  whereby  he  is  able  to  fubdue  all  thing 
unto  him. — ^It  is  obfervable,  that  St.  Peter  reprefent 
the  ftate  of  Chriftians,  under  the  fame  image  o: 
ftrangers  on  earth,  whofe  city  and  proper  home  i 
heaven : — he  makes  ufe  of  that  relation  of  citizen: 
of  heaven,  as  a  ftrong  argument  for  a  pure  and  hoi] 
Kfe, — ^befeeching  them,  as  pilgrims  and  ftrangeri 
here^  as  men  whofe  interefts  and  connexions  arc  o 

fo  fliort  a  date,  and  fo  trifling  a  nature, to  at 

ftain  from  fleftily  lufts,  which  war  againft  the  fcul 
that  IS,  unfit  it  for  its  heavenly  country,  and  giv 
It  a  difrelifh  to  tlie  enjoyment  of  that  pure  an 
ipirituiilized  happinefs,  of  which  that  region  mu 
confift,  wherein  there  fhall  in  no  wife  enter  an; 
diing  that  defileth,  neither  whatfoever  worketh  a- 
bomination. — The  apoftle  tells  us,  that  without  hcli 
nefs  no  man  fliall  fee  Gop ;  by  which,  no  doubt 
he  means,  that  a  virtuous  life   is  the  only  xnediu 

of  happinefs  and  terms  of  falvation, which  ca 

jcinly  give  us  admifHon  into  heaven. ^But  fome  o 

our  divines  carry  the  aflertion  further — That  withoutj 
holinefs, — without  fome  previous  Gmilitude,  wroug*. 
in  the  faculties  of  the  mind,  correfponding  with  the 
nature  of  the  pureft  of  beings,  who  is  to  be  the  ob- 
jeQ  of  our  fruition  hereafter, — that  it  is  not  monllf 
only,  but  phyfically  impofTible  for  it  to  be  happy  i 
and  that  an  impure  and  polluted  foul,  is  not  only 
unworthy  of  fo  pure  a  prefence  as   the  Spirit  cf 


SERMON  XXIX.  93, 

aOD,  but  even  incapable  of  enjoying  it,  could  it  b^ 
idmitted. 

And  here,  not  to  feign  a  long  hypothefiS)  as  fome 
me  done>  of  a  finner's  being  admitted  into  heav^n^ 

^with  a  particular  defcription  of  his   condition 

md  behaviour  there, — we  need  only  confiderj  that 
iie  fupreme  good,  like  any  other  good,  is  of  a  re- 
lative nature,  and  confequently  the  enjoyn>ent  of  it 
mud  require  fome  qualification  in  the  faculty,  sis 
w^U.  as  the  enjoyment  of  any  other  good  does ; — : 
there  muft  be  fomething  antecedent  in  th^  difpofitiou 
Jind  temper,  which  will  render  that  good  a  good 
to  that  individual,— Krtherwife,  though  (it  is  true) 
it  may  be  pofiefied, — yet  it  never  can  be  enjoy-^ 
cd. 

Preach  to  a  voluptuous  epicure,  who  knows  of 
no  other  happinefs  in  this  world,  but  what  arifea 
from  good  eating  and  drinking, — ^fuch  a  one,  in  the 
apoftle's  language,  whofe  god  is  his  belly^  > 
preach  to  him  of  the  ab(tra£tions  of  the  foul  ■  * 
tell  of  its  flights,  and  bri&er  motign  in  the  pure  re^ 
gions  of  immenfity ;  reprefent  to  him  that  faints 
and  angels  eat  not, — ^but  that  the  fpirit  of  a  man 
lives  for  ever  upon  wifdom  and  holincfs,  and  hea-» 
venly  contemplations  :^-why^  the  only  cfFeft  would 
be,  that  the  fat  glutton  would  'ftare  a  while  upon 
the  preacher,  and  in  a  few  minutes  fall  faft  afleep« 
— ^No ;  if  you  would  catch  his  attention,  and  make 
him  take  in  your  difcourfe  greedily— you  muft, 
preach  to  him  out  of  the  Alcorn,— talk  of  the 
raptures  of  fenfual  enjoyments,  and  of  the  pleafures 

of  the  perpetual  feafting  which  Mahomet  has  de- 


wicked  imaginations,  fet  only  to  devife  and  entertaui 
^vil  ?  •  ' 

Can  that  flefh  appear  in  the  laft  day,  and  inherit 
the  kingdom  of  heaven  in  the  glorified  ftrengdi  d 
perpetual  youth,  that  is  now  clearly  confumed  in  in- 
temperance,———finks  in  the  furfeit  of  continual 
dnmkennefs  and  gluttony,  and  then  tumbles  into  the 
grave,  and  almoft  pollutes  the  ground  that  is  under 
it  ?  ■  'Can  we  reafonably  fuppofe,  that  head  fliall 
ever  wear  or  become  the  crown  of  righteoufnefs  and 
peace,  in  which  dwells  nothing  but  craft  and  avarice, 
deceit,  and  fraud,. and  treachery,— ^which  is  al- 
ways plodding  upon  worldly  defigos,—*— tracked  with 

ambition, ^rent  afunder  with  difcord,— — ever  de- 

lighting  in  mifchief  to  others,  and  unjuil  advantages 
to  itfelf  ?         Shall  that  tongue,  which  is  the  glorjf 

of  a  man  when  rightly  directed ^be  ever  fet  to 

God's  heavenly  praffes,  and  warble  forth  the  har- 
monies of  the  blefied,  that  is  now  full  of  curfing  and 
bittemefs,  backbiting  and  flander,  under  which  is  un- 
godlinefs,  and  vanity,  and  the  poifon  of  afps  ? 

Can  k  enter  into  our  hearts  even  to  hope,  that 
^ofe  hands  can  ever  receive  the  rewM-d  of  righteouf- 
nefs^ that  are  full  of  blood,  laden  with  the  wage) 
of  iniquity,  of  theft,  rapine,  violence,  extortion,  arj 
other  unlawful  gain  ?  or  that  thofe  feet  fhall  tvc 
be  beautiful  upon  the  mounfoins  of  light  and  jo] 
that  were  never  fliod  for  the  preparation  of  the  goi 
pel— -that  have  run  quite  out  of  the  way  of  God'I 
word,^-randmade  hafte  only  to  do  evil  ? — ^No,  fureM 

i..,-^In  this  fenfe, ^he  diat  is  unjufi:,  let  him 

unjuft  ftill, and  he  Which  is  filthy,  let  him 

fclthy  ftiU.  ^ 
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So  inconfiftent  is  the  whole  body  df  fia  wkh  the 
glories  of  the  celeftial  body  that  (hall  be  revealed 
hereafter,»^that,  in  proportion  as  we  fix.  the  Tepre« 
fentation  of  thefe  glories  upon  our  minds,  and  in  the 
more  numerous,  particulars  we  do  it,^-the  ftronger 
the  neceffit J  as  well  as  perfuafioh  to  denj  ourfelves 
all  angodlinefe  and  wotlifij'lufisy— — ^to  live  foberlj, 
righteoufljy  and  godly  in  this  prefent  world,  as  the 
only  way  to  entitle  us  to  that'bleflednefs  fpokea  6f  in 
the  Revelation-^i«— of  thofe  who  do  his  command- 
ments, and  have  a  right  to  the  tree  of  life,  and  (hall 
enter  into  the  gates  of  the  city  of  the  living  GoD, 
the  heavenly  'Jerufaleq[^  and  to  an  innumerable  com« 
paay  of  aagcls-««-to  the  general  aflenoibly  and  church 
of  the  firft  bora,  that  are  written  in  heaven,  and  to 
God  the  judge  of  all,  and  to  the  fpirits  of  juft  men 
made  perfeA,-- -^i-who  h^nre  walked  their  robes,  and 
made  them  white  in  the  blood  of  the  Lamb* 

May  G<JD^ive  us  grace  to  live  under  the  perpetual 
influence  of  this  expedAtioa,<-^thar,  1)y  the  habitual 
impreffion  of  thefe  glories  upon  our  imagination^ 
and  the  frequent  fending  forth  oiu:  thoughts,  and 
employing  them  on  the  other  world,  we  nMiy  difen« 
tangle  them  from  this,^^— ^-^and  1>y  fo  having  our  con« 
verfation  in  heaven  whilft  we  are  here,  we  -may  be 
thought'£t  inhabitants  for  it  hereafter :  that  when 
Gob,  at  the  Ian  day,  Ihall  come  with  thoafands  and 
tcnthoufands  of  his  feints,  to  judge  the  World,  we 
may  enter  with  them  into  happinefs,  and  with  angels 
and  archangels,  and  all  the  company  of  heaven,  we 
may  praife  and  magnify  his  glorious  name,  and 
joy  his  prefence  for  ever.    Amen* 
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>J«e5ng  then  that  all  theft  thingi  (hall  be  diroWed— what  mamw 
.«f  peribnt  ought  yc  to  be  in  all  holy  coiweriiitioB,  and  god- 
Jimdkl  l9*«g  for,  and  haftening  unto.  the.  oa«iaf  •rfOo*' 

The  fubjed  Upon  whigh  St.f»et^  is  dijcourfing  iM 
this  chapter,  is  the  peitainty  of  Chrift»«  coming » 
judge  the  world ;,— r-and  the  wrd^  of  the  text  «re  tbe 
i9Pt»l>PPU«tionhe  draws  from  the  reprefentanoa 
he  gives  of  it,  iu  which,  in  anfwer  to  the  cavils  pJ 
the  fcoffers  in  the  latter  days,  concerning  the  ddaj 
of  his  coming,  he  tells  them,  that  G<a»  is  not  flad 
concerning  his  promifM,  »8  fome  men  count  fla*- 
ncfs,but  is.long.fnffering  to  us-ward  y^battbtdtj 
oftht  LorfL  viUl.fonu  at  fitbUfin  tbe  mght^  «  »*»^ 
the  heavens Jb<dl  puf'  away  V»<*  a  great  im/e,  a»d  tu 

eUmentsJbaU  melt  wth  fervent. beat -, tb,  eartba^ 

Mdtbe  work*  that  are  therein JbaU  be  burnt  ^'^ 
Zg  then,  fay.  he,  aU  thefe  thmgs  IhaU  be  diffcJM 
Wl»»t  manner  of  pcrfons  ought  ye  to  be  m  aU  fcoJJ 
«onvcr&tion  and  jfodjbefc  ?— Tbe  infer^wc  i»  »«»»• 


voidable,  at  leaft  in  theory,  howevef  it'feils  m  prac- 
tice.  ^How  widely  thefe  two  differ,  I  iotend  to 

make  the^fubjefi  df  thi«  difcourCe;  and  though  it  is 
a  melaDcholj  comparifon  to  confider,  '*  what  inan« 
**  ner  of  perfona  vre  reoJfy  ztt,**  with  what  man« 
^  ner  of  perfons  we  ought  to  be  j"  yet,  as  the  know« 
ledge  of  the  one  is  at  lead  one  fiep  towards  the  im* 
provement  in  the  other  the  parallel  will  not  be 
thoughts  to  wantats  life* 

Give  me  leave,    therefore,  in  the  firft  place,  to 
Tecal  to  your  obfervations  what  kind  of  world  it  is 
-we  live  ip,  and  what  manner  of  perfons  we  really 
are* 

Secondly,  Ai^  in  oppofition  to  this,  I  fliall  make 
xSt  of  the  Apoftle*s  -argument  ;  and,  from  a  brief 
reprefentation  of  the<  Chriftian  religion,  and  the  obli« 
'.^tions  it  lays  upon  us,  (how,  what  manner  of.  per- 
fons  we  ought  to  be  in  all  holy  converfation  and  god« 
linefs,  looking  for,  and  haftening  unto,  the  coming 
of  the  day  of  Goj>. 

Whoever  t^kes  a  view  df  the  world,  wiD,  I  fear, 
be  able  to  difcern  but  very  &int  marks  of  this  cha- 
rafter,  either  upon  the  looks  or  aftions  of  its  inha« 
bitants.  Of  all  the  ends  and  purfuits  we  are  look* 
ing  for,  and  haftening  unto,  this  would  be  the  leaft 
fufpefted :  for,  without  running  into  that  old  de« 
damatory.  cant  upon 'the  wiokednefs  of  the  age,  we 
may  fay,  within  the  bounds  of  truth,  that  there  is 
as  little  influence  from  this  principle  which  the  apo« 
file  lays  ftrefs  on,  and  as  little  fenfe  of  religion,— ^aa 
iimall  a  ihare  of  virtue  (atleaft  as  little  of  the  appears 
•ance  .of  it)  as  can  be  fuppofed  to  exift  at  all,  in  « 
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tottntry  wh«rc  it  is  countenanced  By  the  flatc.  The 
degeneracy  of  the  tinges  has  been  the  common  com- 
plaint of  ooaay  ages  >— how  much  wc  exceed  our 
forefathers  in  this,  is  known  alone  to  that  GoB  who 
trieth  the  heart.  Bat  this  we  may  be  allowed  to 
urge  in  their  Avour^—r— ^they  ftudied  at  leaft  to  pre- 
ferve  the  appearance  of  virtue.  Public  vice  was 
branded  with  public  infamy,  and  obliged  to  hide  its 
head  in  privacy  and  retirement.  The  fervice  of  GqD 
wa^  regularly  attended,  and  religion  not  expofed  to 

.the  reproaches  of  the  fcernen 

How  the<:afe  Hands  with  us  at  prefent,   in  each 

..of  thefe  particulars^  it  is  grievous  to  report,^.-and 
perhaps  unacceptable  to  religion  herfelf ;  yet,  as  this 
is  a  feafon  wherein  ^it  is  fit  we  fliould  be  told  of  our 
faults,  let  us  for  a  moment  imparti^ly  confider  tbe 
articles  of  this  charge. 

And,  firft,  concerning  the  great  article  <>f  reli- 
gion, and  the  influence  it  has  at  prefent  upon  the 
lives  and  behaviour  of  the  prefent  times :— con- 

^cerning  which  I  havefaid,  that,  if  we  are  to  truft 
appearances,  there  is  as  little  as  can  well  be  fuppof- 
cd  to  exiilat  all  ia  a  Chriftian  country. 

Here  I  ihaU  fpare  exclannations,  and  avoiding  all 
common-place  railing  upon  the  fubjefl,  confine  my- 
felf  to  fads,— ^foch  as  every  one  who  looks  into 
the  world,  and  makes  any  obfetvation^  at  all,  will 
vouch  for  me. 

Now,  ivhatevcr  are  the  degrees  of  real  religion 
amongfl  us,r--— -whatever  thfey  are,  the  appearances 

.are  ftrong  againft  the  charitabfe  fide  of  the  quefiicm. 
If/cligiqn  is  dny  where  jto  be  fcfend,  one  wouM 
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think  it  n^fould  be  amoogft  thofe  of  the  higher  ranks 
in  h'fe,  whofe  education  and  opportunities  of  knov  ^ 
ing  its  great  importance,  (hould  have  brought  them 
over  to  its  interefi,-  and  rendered  them  as  firm  in 
the  defence  of  it,- as  eminent  in  its*^^  example. — But 
if  jou  examine  the  faA,  jou  will  almoft  find  it  a 
teft  of  a  politer  education,  and  a  mark  of  more  fliin- 
ing  parts,  to  know  nothing,  and  indeed  care  no- 
thing at  all  about  it:«»-^or,  if  the  fubjefl  happens 
to  engage  the  attentioa  of  a  few  of  the  more  fprig1it« 
ly  wits,  that  it  ferves  no  other  purpofe,  but  that  o£ 
being  made  merrj  at,  aed  of  being  referved,  as  a 
ftanding  jefi,  to  enliven  difcourfe,  when  converfa- 
tion  fiokens  upon  their  hands. 

This  is  tpQ  fere  ail  evil,  not  to-  be  obfervcd  a* 
iMongft  perfons  of  all  ages,  in  what  is  called  higher 
life;  and  fo  early  does  the  contempt  of  this  gieat 
concern  begin-  to  (bow  ttfelf— ^hat  it  is  no  uncom. 
mon  thing  to  hear  perfons  difputing  againft  religion, 
snd  raifiag  cavils  againft  the  Bible,  at  an  age  when 
fome  of  them  would  bcf  hard  fet  to  read  a  chapter  in 
it.— And  I  may  add,  of  thofe  whofe  ftock  in  kno-  - 
ledge  is  fomewhat  larger  ;  that,  for  the  moft  parr,  It 
has  fcarce  any  other  foundation  to  reft  on,  but  the 
finking  credit  of  traditional  and  fecond-hand  objcc- 
tions  againft  revelation,  which  had  they  leifure  to 
read,  they  would  find  anfwered  and  confuted  a 
thouland  times  over.— -But  this  by  the  way l^- 

K  we  take  a  view  of  the  public  worfliip  of  Al- 
mighty God,  and  obferve  in  what  manner  it  is  re- 
verenced by  perfons  in  this  rank  of  life,  whofe  duty 
uis  to  fet  a&  example  to  the  poor  and  ignorant,  we 

*^3 
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Ihall  fiod  concurring  evidence  upon  this^  melancht« 
iy  argumeat-— of  a  general  want  of  all  outward  de- 
monftraition  of  afenfe  of  ourduty  towards  Gob,  as 
if  religion  was  a  bufinefs  fit  only  to  employ  tradef- 
men  and  mechanics-— ~a(>d  the  fal^ation  of  our 
foulsy.  a  concern  utterly  below  the  coniideration  of  a 
perfon  of  figure  and  confequence.—- — -* 

L ihall  fay  nothing,  at  prefenty.of  the  lower  ranks 
of  mankind--^— Though  they  have  not  yet  got  into 
the  faflrion  of  laughing  at  religion,  and  treating  it 
with  fcorn  and  contempt,  and,  TbeUeve,  are  too  fe- 
rious  a  fet  of  creatures  ever  to  comeinto  it :— *— yet, 
we.  are  not  to  imagine,  but  that  the  eontenapt  it  is 
held  in  by  thofe  whofe  examples  they  are  too  apt  to 
imitate^  will  in  time,  utterly  (hake  their  principles, 
and  render  them  if  not  aa  profane,  at  lead  as  cor- 
*  rupt  a»^  their  lietters. — When  this  event  happens— 
and  we  begin  to^Wthe  efiTefts  of  it  in  our  dealings 
with  them,— ^hofe  who  have  done  the  mifchief  will 
find  the  necefiity  at  lafi,  of  turning  religious  in  their 
own  defence  ;  and,  for  Want  of  a  better  princt|^e, 
to  fet  an  example  of  piety  and  good  morals,  for  their 
own  intereft  and  convenience.-^ 

Thus  muG^  for  the  languifking  ftate  of  religion  in 
the  prefent  age  ^,  ■■^in  virtue  and  good  morals,  per- 
haps the  account  may  Hand  .higher .— 

Let  us  inquire-'  * 

And  here,  I  acknowledge,,  that,  aa  unexperienced 
man,  who  heard  how  loudly  we.all  talked  in  behalf 
of  virtue  and  moral  honefty,  and  how  unanimous 
we  were  all  in  our  cry  againft  vitious  charafters  of 
all  denominations,  would  be  apt  haftily  to  conclude. 
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tbat  tbe  whole  world  was  in  aa  uproar  about  it,— - 
and  that  there  was  fo  general  a  horror  and  detefta- 
tioa  of  vice  amongft  us,  thait  mankind  were  all  af«^ 
fociating  together  to  hunt  it  out  of  the  world,  and 
give  it  no  quarter,  '•'  This,  I  own,  would  be  a 
natural  concli^on  for  anj  one  who  onlj  trufted  his 
ears  upon  thi»  fubjed.  But,  as  matter- of  faft  is 
allowed  better  evidence  than  hearfay,— let  us  fee,  in 
the  prefent,  'how  the  one  cafe  is^  cpntradided  bj  tb« 
other*: 

However  vehement  we  approve  odrfelves  in  dif- 
courfe  againft  vice, — «-I  believe  no  one  is  ignorant^ 
that  the  reception  it  aduall/  meets  with  is  very  dif- 
ferent ^— .the  conduft  and  behaviour  of  the  world  is 
fo  oppofite  to  their'  language,,  and,  aU  wo  hear,  fo 
coutradidled  bj  what  we  fee,-  as  te  leave  little  room 
loqueftion  whidi  fenfe  we  are  to  truft  — 

Look,  I  befeech  you  amongfJt  thofe  whofe  higher 
ftatioas  are  made  a  ihelter  for  the  liberties  they  take 
"*-*fou ' wiltfca that  nd  man^s  chara£ler  is  fo  in- 
famous, nor  any  woman's  fo  abandoned,  as^not  to* 
^e  viiited  and  admitted  freely  into  all  co/npanies, 
and  if  the  party  can  pay  for  it,  even  publicly    to  be 
courted,   careffed,    and    flattered.     If  this  will  not 
overthrow  the  credit  of  our  virtue,— take  a  fliort 
^^cw  of  the  general  decay  of  it,  from  the  fafhionable 
ciccffes  of  the  age,— 4n   favour   of   which,    there 
f^tms  to  be  formed  fo  ftrong  a  party,  that  a  man  of 
fobriety,  temperance,  and  regularity,  fcarce  knows 
W  to  accommodate  himfelf  to  the  fociety  he  lives 
'^>-— r-and  is  oft  as  much  at  a  lofs  how  and  where 
^cv  difpofe  of  himfelf ; — — and,    unlefs   you  fuppofe 

E4 
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a  mixture  of  conftancj  in  his  temper,  it  is  great  odds 
but  fuch  a  one  would  be  ridiculed  and  laughed  out 
of  his  fcruples  ahd  his  virtues  at  the  fame  time- 
To  fay  nothing  of'  occafional  rioting,  chambering, 
and  wan tonnefs,— -confide r  how  manjr  public  mar- 
kets arc  eftahlilhed  merely  for  the  fale  of  virtue,— 
where  the  manner  of  going,,  too  fadly  indicates  th^ 
intention  ; — and  the  difguife  each  is  under,,  not  onlyi 
gives  power  fafc^y  to  drive  on  the  bargain,  but  too 
often  tempts  to  carry  into  execution  too. 

This  finning  under  difguife,^.  I  own,  fecms  to  car-i 
ry  fome  appearance  of  afecret  homage  to  virtue  arij 
decorum^  and  might  be  •  acknowledged  as  fuch,  wsi 
it  not  the  only  public  inftance  the  world  feems  to 
give  of  It.-— Jn  other  cafes,  a  juft  fcnfe  of  flwJ^^ 
feems  a  matter  of  fo  little  concern,  that,  inftead  of 
any  regularity  of  behaviour,  you  fee  thoufands  wbo 
arc  tired  with  the  very  form  of  it,  aitd  who  at  length 
have  even  thrown  the  malk  of  it  afide,  as  a  ufelcis 
piece  of  encumbrance.  ■  ■  .  This,  I  believe,  wiD  oeeJ 
no  evidence  :— it  is  too  evidently  feen  in  the  open 
liberties  taken  every  day,  in  defiance  (not  to  fay  of 
religion,  but)  of  decency  and  common  good  man- 
ners ;  ■  fo  that  it  is  no  uacommon  thing  to  behoWi 
vices,  which,  heretofore,  were  committed  only  in 
dark  corners,  now  openly,  {how  their  face  in  broad 
day,  and  oft- timer  with  fuch  an  air  of  triumpb,  2* 
if  the  party  thought,  he  was  doing  himfelf  honour, 
—or,  that  he  thought  the  deluding  an  unhappy 
creature,  and  the  keeping  her  in  a  ftate  of  guilt,  wasi 
as  neceffa  ry  a  piece  of  grandeur,  aa  the  keeping  a^ 
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equipage.*— *and  did    him    as  much  credit  as  any 
other  appendage  of  his  fortune. 

If  wc  pafs  on  from  the  vices  to  the  indecorums  of 
the  age  (which  is  a  fofter  name  for  vices)  you  will 
fcarce  fee  any  thing,  in  what  is  called  higher  life, 
but  what  befpeaks  a  general  relaxation  of  all  order 
and   difcipltne,**— -*in    which    our  opinions,  as  well 
as  manners,  feem  to  be  fet  loofe  from  all  reftraints, 
-^ — and  in  truth,  from  all  ferious  refieftions  too : 
—and  one  may  venture  to  fay,  that  gaming  and 
extravagance,  to  the  utter  ruin  of  the  greateft  eftatea 
-^— minds   diffipated  with  diverfions,  and  heads  gid- 
dj  with   a  perpetual  rotation  of  them,  are  the  moft 
general  charade rs  to  be  met  with  ;  and  though  one 
would  exped,  that,  at  leaft,  the  more  folemn  fea- 
^ons  of  the   year,  fet  apart  for  the  contemplation  oC 
Chrift*3  fuffw-rings,  ihould  give  fome  check  and  in- 
terruption to  them :  yet,  what  appearance^  is  there 
ever  amongft  us,  that  it  is  fo  ?       ■  What  one  alte- 
ration docs  it  make  in  the  courfe  of  things  ?    ■     \9f 
not  the  dodrine  of  mortification  infulted  by  the  fame 
luxury  of  entertainments  at  our  tables  ?     ■     Is  not 
the  fame  order  of  diverfions  perpetually  returning,. 
And  fcarce  any  thing  elfe  thought  of  ?         Does  not 
the  fame  levity  in  drefs,  as  well  as  difcourfe,  {how' 
itfelf  in  pcrfons  of  all  ages  ?         I  fay,  of  all  ages-^ 
for,  it  is  no  fmall  aggravation  of  the  corruption  of 
our  morals,  that  age,  which,  by  its  authority,  wa»^ 
once  able  to  frown  youth  into  fobricty  and  better 
iBanners,  and  keep  them  within  bounds,  ft  ems  but 
too  often  to  lead  the  way,  ■       and  by  their  unfeafon* 
^  coutsiple;  give   a  countenance  Xo   follies'' aad 
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weako^fdj  \^hich  jfouth  is  but  toe  apt  to  run  intOy . 
withovt  fuch  a  retotninendAtion.  Surely,  age,  which 
is  but  one  redcioVe  from  death,  {hould  have  nothing 
about  it,  but  what  looks  like  a  decent  preparation 
for  it.  In  purer  times,  it  was  the  cafe  j — but  now, 
grey  hairs  therofelves  fcarce  ever  appear,  but  in  the 
high  mode  and  flaunting  garh.  of  youth,  with  heads 
as  full  of  pleafure,  and  clothes  •  as  ridiculouilyy  and 
as  much  in  the  faihion,  as  the  perfon  who  ipvears 
them  is  ufualljr  grown  out  of  it.  .■  Upon  which  ar- 
tide,,  give  me  leave  to  make  a  (hort  refle&ion  ;— 
which  isvthisy,.  ■  .That  whenever  the.  eldeft  equal 
the  youngeH  in  the  vanity  of  their  :drefs,.there  is  no 
reafon  to  be  given  for  it,  but  that  they  equal  theoiy . 
.if  not  furpafs.  them,  in  the  vanity  of  their  delires* 

But  this  by  the  by—— 

Though,  Jn  truth,  the  obCervatioa  falls  in  with 
the  main  intention  of  this  difcoorfe,  ^wbich  is  not 
f tamed  to  flatter  our  follies,  ^or  touch  them,  with  a 
light  hand,  ))ut  plainly  to  point  them  out ;— ^that^  by 
recalling  to  your  mind,  what  manner  of  perfons  we 
really  are,  I  might  better  lead  you  to  the  apoftIe*s 
inferences,  of  what  manner  ^of  perfons  we  ought  to 
be,  in  all  holy  converfation  and  godlinefs  ;-^ooking 
for,  and.  haflenbg  unto,  the  coming  o{  the  day  of 

GoDf . 

The  apoftle,  in  the  concluding  verfe  of  this  apgo. 
ment,  exhorts,  that  they  who  look  for  fuch  things, 
be«  diligent— that  they  be  found  of  him  in  peace, 
withcnx^  fpot  and  blamelefis ;  and  one  may  .conclude 
with  him,  thatrif  the  hopes  or  fears,---eijther^ .the  rea- 
fon or  the  pai&ons  of  ^en^.  are  to  be  wrought  upQn 
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atalL  it  muft  be  from  the  force  and  influence  of  this 
awakening  confideratioa  in  the  text— ^'  That  all  thefie 
"things  iball  be  diflblved  i"-— — that  this  vain  an4 
periihable  fcene  muft.change;— -— that  we  who  now 
tread  the  ftage^  muilihortljbe  fammoned  awajr  ;*«• 
that  we  are  creatures  but  of  a  dajr,  haflening  unto 
the  place  from  whence  we  fball  return  no  morei 

'  >  that  whilft  we  are  here,  our  condud  and  beha* 
vioor-  is  minutelj  obferved ;  that  there  is  a  Being 
about  our  paths,  and  about  our  beds,  whofe  omnU 
feicnt  ejre  fpies  out  all  our  ways,  and.  takes  a  faitlu 
fid  record  of  all  the  paiTages  of  our  lives  j  i  that 
thefe  volumes  (hall  be  produced  and  opned,  and 
men  Jhall  be  judged  out  of  the  things  that  are  writ* 
ten  in  them  :^--:hat,  without  refped  of  perfons,  we 
fliall  be  made  accountable,  for  our  thoughts,  our 
words  and  adions,  to  this  greateit  and  bed  of  Beings, 
before  whofe  judgment-feat  we  muft  finallj  appear, 
and  receive  the  things  done  in  the  bodjr,  whether 
thejr  are  good,  or  whether  thejr  are  bad. 

That,  to  add  to  the  terror  of  it, — this  day  of  the 
Lord  will  come  japon  us  like  a  thief  in  the  night— 
•f  that  hour  oe  one  knoweth  ;  ■  >  ^-ahat  we  are  not 
fare  of  its  being  fufpended  one  daj,  or  one  hour ; 
—or,  what  is  the  fame  cafe  that  we  arc  {landing 
upon  the  edge  of  a  precipice,  with  nothing  but  the 
fingle  thread  of  human  life  to  hold  us  up  ;-<->and  that 
if  we  fall  unprepared  in  this  thoughtlefs  flate,  we  are 
loft,  and  mull  periib  for  evermore. 

What  manner  of  perfons  we  ought  to  be,  upon 
thefe  principles  of  our  religion,  St.  Peter  has  told  us 
in  all-hol/  cimverfation  and  godlmefs  j— — and  I  fhalt 

E6^ 
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only  remind,  how   different   a  franxe  of  mind,  the 
looking  for,  and  haflening  unto,  the  coming  of  God^. 
under  fuch  a  Irfe,  is,  from  that  of  fpending  our  days 
in  vanitjy  and  our  years  in  pleafare4 . 

Give  me  leave,  therefore,  td  conclude  in  that  mer- 
ciful warning  which  our  Saviour,  the  Judge  him- 
felf,  hath  given  us,  at  the  clofe  of  th^.  fame  exhorta* 
tion  r— 

Take  heed  to  yourfelrcs,  left  at  any  time  your 
hearts  be  overcharged  with  furfeking,  and  drunken- 
nefs,and  the  cares  of  this  life,~-and  fo  that  day  come 
upon  you  unawares  9— £br  as  a  fnare  (hall  it  cone 
upon  all  that  dwell  on  the  face  of  the  whole  eartb. 
I  ■ » Watch^jtherefore,  jind  pray  always,  that  yc  mij 
be  accounted  worthy  to  efcape  all  thefe  things  that 
Ihall  coms  to  pafs,  and  to  ftand  before  the  Son  oi 
Man.  Which  may  60D  of  his  mercy  grant,  thronglk 
J^sua  CfiRiST.    Jimefu 
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St.  Peter's  Charader. 
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iftd'wheD  Peter  faw  it.  he  anfvrered  unto  the  people,  Ye  men  of 
IffacI,  why  marvel  yc  at  this?  or,  why  look  ye  fo  earneftly  on 
us.  as  though  by  our  own  power^r  holtnefs,  we  had  made  tfai*^' 
aaaiDwii^'? 

i  H£S£  words,  as  the  text  tells  os,  weve  fpoke-  by 
St*  Peter,  on  the  occafion  of  his  miraculous,  cure  of 
the  lame  man  who  wa^paid  at  the  gate  of  the  temple, . 
Md,  in  the  beginning  of  this  chapter,  had  aflied  an » 
alms  of  St.  Feter  «nd  St.  John,  as  thej  Went  up  to-* 
gfitlier  at  the  hour  of  piayer^  .on  whom  St.  feter* 
faflening  his  eyes,  as  in  the  4th  verfe,  ^nd  declaring 
behadnofoch  relief  to  give  him  as  he  ezpefted,^ 
baring  neither  fiWer^or  gold^-^but  that  fuch  as  he 
bad,  the  benefit  of. that  divine  power  which  he  bad 
noeived  form  his  Mafter,  .he  would  impart  to  him, . 
— -he  commands  him  forthwith,  .in  the  name  of 
Jesus  CBRlsTof  Nazareth,    to  rife  upland  walk.^ 
And  be  took  him  ^by  the  hand,  and  lifted  him  up, . 
Md  immediately  his  feet  and  ancle-bones  received 
titngth  ^.^a&d  he  kap^  up,  Jjood^  .and  walked^,4Hi4' 
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entered  with  them   into   the   temple,   leapingin 
praifing  Gob. 

It  feems*  he  had  been   bom  latDe,  liad  pafled  ! 
whole  life  of  defpair,  without  hopes  ofever  being  re 
ftored ;  fo  that  the^ammcdtate  fenfe  of  ftrepgth  an 
adivity,  comrnvnicated  tO' him  at  once,  in  fo  far 
prifing  and  mnfoug^ht  for  a  planner,  caft  him  into  tin 
tranfporTof  mind^atarat  to  a  man  fo  benefited  be< 
yond  his'  expeftation*     So  that  the  amazing  inftana 
of  a  fupematural  power,— the  notoriety  ofthe£id) 
wrought  at  the  hour  of  prayer,— 4he  unexceptioa- 
ablenefs  of  the  objed,  that  it  was  no  impofture ;  for 
they  knew  that  it  was  he  which  fat  for  alms  at  die 
Beautiful  gate  of  the  temple,  ji  ■   .the  unfergtied  eX' 
preffions  of  an  enraptured  heart  almoft-  befide  itUf» 
confirming  the  whole ;— the  man-  that  was  healed,  i& 
the  lotfa  ^verfe,.4iolding  hia  -beneCaAors,  Peter  and 
John,— entering  into  the  temple  with  them,  walkioff 
and  leaping,  and^praifing  Gtl>  3— the  great  coocoorfe 
of  people,  drawn  together  by  this  event,  in  the  zitb 
Terfe,  for  they  all  ran  unto  them,  into  the  porch  that 
was  called  Solomon's^*  greatlj^  wondering :      "Sure 
never  was  fuch  a  fair  opportunity  for  an  ambitioss 
mind  to  have^ftaU^ed  a  charader  of  fuperiorgood- 
nefs  and  power.  -    To  tf  man  iet  upon  this  worU, 
who  fonght  his  own  praife  and  honour^  what  ao  is- 
▼itation  would  it  have  been^  to"4ia^e  turned  thefe 
circumftances  to  fuch  a  purpofe  ?^to  have  fallen  i<i 
with  the  paffions  of  an  aftonilhed  and  grateful  citjii 
prepoflefled,  from  what  had  happened,  fo  Aroo;)/ 
in  his  favour  alr«id7,  that  little  art  or  managieffieol 

lequi&e^  hf ve  improved  theic  WMder  aad  ^ 
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•{noiODy  into  the  higheft  reverence  of  his  fanftltj^ 
2vre  of  his  perfon,  or  whatever  other  belief  fbould  be  * 
neceflarj  to  feed  his  pride,, or  ferve  fecret  ends  of- 
glorj  and  interefl  ?  A  mind  not  fufScientlj  mortified 
to  the  world,  ..might  have  been  tempted  here  to  have 
taken  Xhe  honour  due  to  Gois*and  transferred  it  to 
biinfelf.^He  might  ■  not  fo  a  difciple  of  Chrift .; 
for,  when  Peter  faw  it, — when  he  faw  the  propea* 
kf  in  them  to  be  milled  on  this  occafiooy  he  an* 
fwered  and  faid  unto  the  people,  in  the  words  of  the 
text,——"  Ye  men  of  Ifrael,,whjr  niarvel  ye  at  this  T 
*'  or,  why  look  you  fo  earneftly  on  us,  as  though,  by 
**  our  own .  ppwer  and  holinefs,  we  had  made  this 
**  man  to  walk?"— The  God  of  Abraham,  and  of^ 
Ifaac,  and  of  Jacob,  the  Gob  of  our  fathers^  hath  t 
glorified  his  Son  Jfisus. 

0  holy,  and  blefled  apoille  ! 

How  would  thy  meek  and* mortified  fpirit  fatisfy 
itTelf  in  uttering  fo  humble  and  fo  juft  a  declaration: 

• What,  an  honeil  triun^h  wouldft  thou.tafte  the 

fweets  of,  in  thus  conquering  thy  pafllon  of  vain- 

glory,  keeping  dowa  thy  pride,- dilblaimiag  the 

praifes  which  ihould  have  fed  it,  .by  telling  the  won* 
deriog  fpedators,.Jt  wa&not.tby  pwn  power,  it  was 
not  thy  own  holinefs,  which  had  wrought  this,  thou 
l>€ing  of  like  paffibns  and  infirmities;  but  that.it  was 
the  power  of  the  God  of  Abraham,  the  holineis  of 
thy  dear  Lord,,  y^hom  they  crucified,  ^opf rating  by 
faith  through  thee,  who  waft  but  an  inilrument  in 
Us  hands.?  If  thus  honeftly  declining  honour,  which 
the  occafion  fo  amply  invited  thee-  to  take  ;■  if  this  - 
would  give,  qiare .  fatisfa£Uon  to  a  mind  like  tkinc^^ 
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true  rapture  would  be  added  to  ir,  from  the  refle6lioD,  ^ 
that,  in  this  in  (lance  of  fel£-denia],  thoa  hadft  not 
#nlj  done  well,  but,  what  was  ftill  a  more  endearing 
thought,  that  thou  hadft  bten  able  to  copy  the  ex-- 
ample  of  thy  divine  Mifter,  who  in  no  a^ion  of  his- 
life,  fought  ewr  his  own  praife,  but,  on  the  contrary, -> 
declined  all  poflible  occafions  of  it  ?       ■  and  in  the 
only  public  infhince  of'  honoop  which  he  fuffered  to 
be  given  him  in  his  entrance  into  Jerufalero— ^— thou 
didft    remember— ^it '  was    aqcepted  with  fuch  a* 
niztnre  of  humility,  that  the  prediftion  of  ^the  pro- 
phet was  not  more  exzQly  fulfilled  in  the  hbfantiahs 
of  the  multitude,  than  in  the  meeknefs  wherewith 
he  received  them,  lowly,,  and  fitting  upon  an  afs. 
How  could  a  difciple  fail  t>f  profiting  by  the  example 
of  fo  humble  a  Matter,  whofc  whole  courfe  of  life 
was  a  particular  lefhire  to  this  virtue,  and,  in  everj^ 
iflftance  of  it,  (howed  plainly,  he  came  not  to  ibarc 
the  prtde  and  glories  of  life,  or  gratify  the  carnal  ex* 
pedation  of  ambitious  follewers,  which,  had  he  af- 
feded  external  pomp,  he  might  have  accomplifbed^. 
by  enrogffing,  as  he  could  have  done  by  a  word^  all- 
the  riches  of  the  world,  asd^  by- the  fplendour  of  his 
court,  and  dignity^  of  bis  perfon,  had^been  greater' 
than  Solomon  iii  all  his  glory,  and  have  attraded  the 
applaufe  and  "admiration  of  the  world.^this,  ^very^ 
difciple    knew    was   in  his  power.   «■   So  that  the 
meannefs  of  his  birth,  the  toils  and  poverty,  of  his- 
Ufe,  .the  low  offices  in  which  he  was  engaged,  by 
preaching  the  gofpel  to  the'  poor,   the  numberlcfs^- 
teigers  and  incoflvenienctes  attending  the  c«ecotioxiy> 


were  alt  iKdaata(ry."^-«— This  humbU  choice,  both  of 
frieads  and  faoailj-,  out  of  the  meaaeft  of  the  people^ 
amongft  ivhom  he  appeared  rather  as  a  fervant  thaa 
a  mailer,  commg  not  (as  he  often  told  them)  to  be 
miniilered  uatOy.  b«t  to  mioifter,— and,as^  the  pro* 
phet  bad  foretold  in  thi^t  mournful  defcription  of 
him,  having  no  form  nor  comeline£s,  nor  anj  beautj^-. 
that- we  Aonld  defire  him.— — 

How  could  a  ^iftcipky  you  will  faj,  refled* without  . 
benefit  on  this  amiable  chara^r,  with  all  the  other 
tender  pathetic  proofii  of  humility,. which  bis  memory 
Vonld  fuggeft  had  happened  of  a  piece  with  ir,  in 
the  courfe  bf  hi^ Matter's'  life — but  particularly  at  the 
eondufion  amd  great  cataftrophe  of  it  ■    -at  his  cru«- 
<&ioii,  the  impreiEons  of  which  could  never  be  for- 
gotten ?     ■    When  a  life  full  of  fo  many  engaging. 
ioAances  of  humility,  was  crowned  with  the  mod 
endearing  one  of  humbling  himfelf  to  the  death  of 
the  cro£s««the  death  .of  a  flave  and  a  malefaftofy— 
ftt&ring  hisnfelf  to  be  led  like  a  lamb  to  the  (laugh- 
^^^>-— *-<hragged  to  Calvary  without  oppofition  or 
complaint, ^nd,  as  a  (beep  before  his  fliearer  is  dumb,, 
opening  not  his  mouth. — 

0  blefled  j£scs !  well  might  a  difciple  of  thine 
learn  of  Thee  to  be  meek  and  lowly  of 'iieart,  ?is  thou 
exhoTtedft  them  al],.ior  thou  waft  nseek  and  lowly  : 
— -well  might  they  profit,  ^when  fuch  a^leflbn  was  £e« 
eonded  by  fuch  an  example  !-«-It  is  not  to  be  doubt- 
ed what  force  this  muft  have  had  on  the  adtons  x)f 
thofe  who  were  attendants  and  conflant  followers  of- 
»ur  Saviour  on  earth,-*— —fa w  the  mceknefs  of  hiSx 
ttmgcr  in  the  occurrences  of  his -life,, .and  the  amax^ 
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ifig  proof  of  it  at  his  death,  who,  though  he  \rti 
able  to  call  down  legions  of  angels  to  his  refcue,  or 
by  a  fingle  aA  of  ^^omnipotence  to  have  deftroyed  hif 
enemies,— ^yet  fupprefled  his  ahnightj  power,— *- 
neither  refented  ■  or  revenged  tlie^  indignity  dose 
hisi,  but  patiently  fuflbred-himfelf  to  be  nuinbed 
with  the  tranfgxeffi>rs. 

It  could  not  well  be  otherwi£i,  but  that  everj  ejt« 
witnefs  of  this  aiuft  have  Iteen  Wf  ought  upoo,  ii 
fome  degree,-  as  the  apofile,  to  let  the  fanM  miod  k 
in  him  which  alfo  was  in  Chrift  Jefusw  Nor  will'it 
be  difputed^iow  much  of -the  honour  of  St.  -Petcf'i 
behaviour,:  in  the  prefent  tranfa&ion,  might  be  of* 
ing  to  the  imprelGons  he  received  on  that  mcmmtk 
occafion  of  his  Lord's  death,  finking  ftiU  deeper, 
from  theaffeAing  remembrance  of  themanyioftances 
his  Mafter  had  given  €f^this<  engaging  virtue  in  the 
courfe  of  his'lifb.^ 

St.  Peter  certainly  was  of  a  warm'aadiafifibleJB* 
tnre,  as  we  may  colled  from  the  facred  writings  ;-- 
a  temper  fitteft  to  receive  all  the  advantages  which 
fmch  impreffions  could  give  ;-i.-.and  therefore,  as  it  (s 
a* day  and 'place  faered  to  this  great  apoftle,  as* it  is 
not  be  unacceptable,  if  I'«ngage  the  remainder  of 
your  time,  in  a  (hart  eflay  upon  hisxharader,  pno* 
cipaily  as  it  relates  to  this  particular  difpofitioo  of 
heart,  which  is  the  Cubjed  (^  the  diicourfe* 

This  great  apoftle  wara  man  ofiliitinfttoD'amoog& 
the  difciples,.«->and  was  one  of  fuch  virtues  and  quali- 
fieations,  as  feemed  to  have  recommended  him  more 
than  the  advantage  of  his  years  or  knoftledge. 

Onbis  fii:ft  admiffion  toour  Saviov&'s  acqiiaiat' 
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nce^  he  gave  a  moil  evident  teflfmonj  that  he  was 
k  man  of  real  aod  tender  goodnefa,  when,  beiog 
vakeaed  by  the  tniraculoas  draught  of  the  fiihes  as 
re  read  in  the  fifth  chapter  of  St.  Luke,  and  know- 
Qg  the  author  muft  necefiarilj  be  from  Goi>,  he  fell 
owQ  infiantlj  at  his  feet  broke  out  into  this 

iumliie  and  pious  reftedtioRy**-— Depart  from  met 
or  I  am  a  fioful  man,  O'Lord !  The  cenfure,  jou 
rill  faj,  exprefies  him  a  finful  man  ;  but  foto  cen«> 
are  himfelf,  with  £uch  unafieAed  modefty,  implies,. 
Bore  eSeAually  than  any»  t^ing  elfe  could,  that  he 
«u  not  in  the  common  iaftfe  of '^ the  word,  a-finftil. 
Hit  a  good  man,,  who,  like  the  publioan  in  the  tem»> 
i^,  was  nolefs  juftified,  for  a  felf-accufation  ex* 
totted  merely  from  the  humtlity  of"* a  devout  hearty. 
jtalons  of  its  own.  imperfeftions...   And  though  the 
^ords,  depart  frttm  me ^  axrj  in  them  the  face  of  fear, , 
7'^^  who  heard  themi  and  knew  the  heart  of  the 
ipeaker,  found  they  carried  in  them  a  greater  mea- 
sure of  defire*     For  Beter  was  not  willing  to  be  dtf- 
sbarged  from  his  new  gueff,  but  fearing  his   unfit* 
i^efs  to  accompany  him,  longed  to  be  made  more 
Worthy  of  his  converfation.     A^  meek  and  modeft 
iiftruft  of  hifflfelf,'  feemed  to  have  had  no  fmall  fliare, . 
^^that  time,. in  his  natural  temper  and  complexion  ; 
3nd  though  it  would  be  greatly  improved,  and,  no 
^oubt,  much  better  principled  by  the  advantages  on 
^)iicb  I  enlarged  above,  in  his  commerce  and  ob. 
fcrvation  with  his  Lord  and  Mafter,  yet  it  appears  to 
have  been  an  early  and  diftinguifhing  part  of  his  cha- 
wfter.    An  inftance  of  this,  though  little  in  itfclf, 
*"^  omitted  by  the  other  cvangelifts,  is  prcferved  by- 
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St.  Joho,  in  bis  suscwiflt  of-our  Saviour  V  girdmg' 
himfclf  with  a  napkio,  and  iirafliiag  his  difciples  feet ; 
to  which  office,  not  one  of  them  is*  leprefented  as 
making  any  oppofitios:  Bat  when  he  c^me  to  Simon 
Peter,— —the  Evangelift  tells,— 'Peter  faid  to  him, 
Doft  Tiou  wafli  my  feet?  Jefas  faid  unto  him.  What 
I-^o^.  thou  koaweft  not  now,  -bat  flnJt  kn'>w  here- 
after. Peter  faid  to  him^  Thou  (halt  never  wafb-  my 
feet.— —Humility  for  a  moment  triumphed  over  his 
fabmiffioOy  and  he  expoftulates  with  him  upon  it, 
with  all  the  earneft  and  tender  oppofition  which  was 
mitural  to  a  humble  hearty  confounded  with  Otamf, 
that  his  Lord  and  Mailer  fhould  infi^  to  do  fo  meaa 
and  painCulan  aft  «»f  feryfttf^  M  hilt. 

I  would  fooner  form  a  judgment  of  a  man^a 'tem- 
per, from  his  behaviour  on  fuch  little  occurrences  of 
life  as  thefe,  than  from  the  more  weighed  atid  im- 
portant adions,^where  aman  is  more  upon  his  guard, 
—has  more  preparation  to  *di%uiftrthe  true  difpo* 
fition  of  his  heart,  and  more  temptatioit,  wben  dif* 
guifed,  to  impofe  it  on  others* 

This  management  warno  part  of  Peter's  charaAer, 
who  with  all  the  real  and  unaffeded-humility  which 
he  fhowed,..was  poflefled  of  fuch  a  quick  fenfibility 
and  piromptneb  of  nature,  which  utterly  unfitted  him 
for  art  and  premeditation-**— -though  this '  particular 
cad  of  temper  had  its  advantages,  at  the^famc  time, 
as  it  led  him  to  aa  unreferved  difcovery  of  the  opi- 
nions and  prt  jndices  of  his  heart,  which  he  was  wont 
to  declare,  .and  fometimeS'^in  fo  open  and  unguarded 
a  manner,  as  expofed  him  to  the  (harpoefs  of  a>c«» 
huke,  ;wher&  he  xauld  leail  bcac  it*-  . 
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^I  take  notice-of  this,  becaufe  it  will  hdp  us  ia 
meafure  to  reconcile  a  feeming  contradidion  in 
hisxharafkcr,  which  will  naturally  occur  here,  from 
coofidering  that  great  and  capital  failing  of  his  life^ 
-'Wheiiy  bya  prffaimptuous  declaration  of  hit  own  for- 
titade^  he  feH  into  the  difgrace^  of  denying  his  Lord  ; 
iivbotii  of  which,  he  afted  fo  oppofite  to  the  charac. 
ter  here,  given,  that  jt>tt  will  aik,  How  could  fo  hum- 
ble a  man  as  you  defcfibe,  ever  have  beeh  gujltj  of 
fcx  Celf-fiiifficieBt  and  unguarded  a  vaunt,  as  that^ 
tlrough  he  ihottM  die  with  his  Matter.  ■       yet  would 
he  not- deny  hiiti !  ■-■■Or  whepce...       that  fo  fincere 
and  luHieft  a  man  was  not  better  able  to  perform  itf 

'The  cafe  was  thisr 

X>ar  %jiax^  brfore  he  was  betrayetf,  had  taken  oc« 
.  caficm  to-  admoniAi  his  difciples  of  the  peril  of  lapf- 
inj^;..*«<.teU!iDg  them,  3 lit  verfe,— -— All:  ye  ihalt 
be  offended  becaufe  of  <ivie  this  night*.— ^*— To  which 
Peter  anfweriiig  mth  azeal  mixed  with  too  much 
<anfideace^—«x^Th«t  though  all  (hould  be  offendedj 

yet  will  I  tiever  be  vffended:' to  check  this  truft  in 

hifflQi£rtf,v*«-our  Saviour  replifs,  that  he  in  particular 
fbould  deny  him  ^rf(».— — ^But  Peter,  looking  upon 
this  monition  ao  farther^than  as  it  implied  a  reproach 
Co  his  Cttthy  and  his  love,  and  his  courage: — ftung 
tq  the  heart  to  have  them  called  tn  queflion  by  his 
Il.f>rdy'i*«»he  haftily  fitmtn&ns  them  aH  up  to  form  his 
final  refol]ution,-"^''31iough  I-lbould  die  with  thee,  yet 
willJ  not  4eay»  tbee,/"iij^  The  refolve  was  noble  and 
dutiful  to  the .  lafl:  degree,-— «nd,  I  make  no  doubt, 
as  honed  a.  Qn(^«-Khat  i»,  both  as  jaft  in  the  matter, 
a^d  as  fiapcre  la  the  tnteatioiiy  as  ever  was  made  by 
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aojr  of  mudctad:— — >bis  chftraAer  ^aot  futferu^oi! 
o  imagine  he  made  it  ia>a  braving  diiEmulation^-*! 
no  ^— for  he  proved  himfelf  fofficientlyan  eameft  hf 
bis  fubfequent  behaviour  in  the  .garden,    when  hei 
drew  his  fword  againft  a  whole  band  of  men,  and 
thereby-made  it^ppear,  that  he  had  lefs  concern  £ir 
his  own.life,  than  he  had^for  his  Mailer's  fafetj,— 
How  then  came  his  refelntions  to  mifcarrj  ?— The 
raafon  feems  purely  this.:«^Peter  grounded  the  eze. 
ctttionof  it  upon  too  much  confidence  «in  himiiBl^ 
doubted  not  but  his  will  was  in  his.power,  whether  I 
Goj>'s  grace.affi(led  him  or.nots.«i-»-furely  thiakioft 
that  what  he  had  courage  to  refolve  fo  hone&ij,  iw 
had  like  wife  ability  to  perform.— —This  wasbisoit 
take ;  ■  >  and,  though  isivas  a  very  great  onei^^ 
yet  it  was  in  fome  degree  akin  to. virtu v—« it 
fprung  merely  Jrom  a%coHfQieufnefs^f  his  iategritj 
and  truthf  ^od  too  adventurous  a  coaclufion  of  whtt 
they  would  enable  hitn  to  perform,  on  the  lharpeft 
encounters,  for  his  Matter's  fake :— fo  that  his  tiif 
ii|g  in  this  point  was  but  a  confequence  of  this  hafty 
and  ilUconfidered  refolve,;.--4ind  his  Lord,  to  rebuke 
and  punifb  him  for  k,  did  no  other  than.leavehimtffl 
his  own  ftrength  to  perform  it^— which,,  in  fSA^ 
was  almoft  the  fame  as  leaving  him  to  the  neccffi^ 
of  not  performing  it  at  «IL— The  great  apofde  bad 
not  confidered,  that  he  who  precautioned  him  w« 
the  Searcher  of  hearts,        and  needed  not  that  aoj 
Ihould  teftify  of  man,  for  he  knew  what  was  in  maii: 
.i^he  did  not  remember,  that  his  Lord  had  faid  be- 
fore,*—Without  me  ye  can  do  nothing  ;«»that  the 
exertions  of  all  our  bullies  were  un^  the  power 
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iihU  will :— i-he  had  forgot  the  knowledge  of  this 
iecdful.ln^tli,  on  this  one  unhappy  junfiure^^^where 
le  had-fo  ^great  a  teoiptatioa  on  the  cootrarj^  ,,, 
lu>agh  Jie  v^as  fi41  of  the  perfaafion  in  every  other 
ranfaftion  of  his  lifcj  g  j  l»i>t  moft  vifibly  here  in  tho 
axt^^-where  he  bre^s  forth  in. ^he  warm  language 
fa  heart  ilill  oveiflowin^  vuth^remenvbrance  of  this 
xtjjxaAajiLA  he  bad.  o|ioe. committed  i——?Ye  mta 
f  KradU  wby«  ma^vi^  ye  at  this,  t  i  as  though,  J^ 
ar  own  power  and  holinefs,  we  had  wrought  this  ? 
——The. God  of  Abraham,  oflfaac,  apd  of  Jacobf 
—the  Gob  of  our  fathers,  ifhrough  faith  in  his 
ame,  hath  oaade  this,  mw  whole,  w.hom  ye  fee  and 

■POW.  I  ■  >  jip 

Thb  i««the.be{l  ;pinfwer/I  am  able  tovoiake  to  this 
>\>jc&bn  againft  the  uniformity  of  the  Apoftle's  |:ha-i 
■a&er  whidh  I  have  givea:— upon  which'  let  it  be 
idded,  that  wi|s  no  fuch  apology  capaUe  of  be- 
ttg  made  ifk  its  be)ialffr-i*»-th9it  thejtruth  and  regu- 
^fity  of  a  cbara&^r,  is  nqt,  in,:juft)c^  to  be  looked 
tpon  as  broken,  from  any  one  fingle  a&  or  omi^Qil 

vhich  may  feem  a,  coatradiftion  to  it ,     The  b.eft 

i  men  appear  fomet;im^s  to.be  ftrange  coaapQunds  of 
wtradiftory  (Qualities  :  an4»  were  the  accidental 
)verfights  and  folly  of  the  wilef t  ^an,— — the  faiU 
ags  and  impeife^^ipniof  a  religions  man^— the  hafiy 
i&  and  paffiooate  wprds  of  a^  me<pk  m^n ;  ■  were 
bey  to  rife  up  in  judgment  againft  thein,— — >and  an 
IUna|ured  judge  be  fuffered  to  mark  in  this  manner 
what  has-been  done  amifv--^-wbat  chacader  fo  un« 
izceptionable.as  to  be  ^ble  to  ftand  before  him?-i<« 
Sp  that|  with  ttie  ..qmdid -allowances  whieh  the  ia- 
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Srtnities  of  a  man  maj  dainiy  wbcn  he'faUs  throagk 
furprifey  more  than  apremedttitiony — ^man  maj ▼(&« 
ture  upon  the  whole,  to  fdm  op  Peter's  charader 
in  a  few  words-— He  was  a  man  JenfiUe  in  his  n»« 
tore,—— of  qnick  paffions,  tempered  with -the  greateR 
hamilitjy  and-moft  an^fefted  poverty  of  fpirit  that 
•ever  met  in  fuch  a  charaAer— So  that^  in  the 
only  criminsA  inftanceof  his  life  which  J  have  fpokea 
tOj  joa  are  at  a  lofs  which  to  admire  moft  ;«*«-*the 
tendemefs  and  fenfibilitjdf  his  foul,  in  being  wrought 
upon  to  repentance  bj  a  look  from  Jefas,— — or  the 
uncommon  humility  of  it,  which  he  teftified  there- 
upon,  in  the  bitterntfs  of  his  forrow  for  what  he  had 

done He  was  once  prefamptnons,  in  tnifting  to 

his  own  firength : — ^his  genetml  and  true  charader 
was  that  of  the  moft  engaging  meeknefs*— -diftroftfid 
of  himfeff  and  his  abilities  to  the  laftidegree.— — 

'  He  denied  his  mafter ; — ^bot  in  all  inftances  of  his 
life,  but  that,  was  a  man  of  the  greateft  trnth  and 
•finceritj  ;■  to  which  part  oT  hisxharafter  our  Sa- 
viour has  given  an  undeniable  teftimony,  in  confer* 
ring  on  him  the  fymbolical  name  of  Cephas,  a  rock^ 
a  name  the  moft  expreffire  of  conftancy  and  firm* 
nefs. 

He  was  a  man  of  great  love  to  his  Mafter-— aird 
of  fto  lefs  -xeal  for  his  religion ;  of  which,  from  amoog 
many,  I  fliall  take  one  inftance  out  of  St.  John,  with 
which  I  fliall  conclude  this  aecount  .'....Where  up- 
on the  defertion  of  feveral  other  difciples,«— our  Sa« 
vionr  puts  the  queftion  to  the  twelve.  Will  je 
aKb  go  away  ?  Then,  fays  the  text,  Peter  anfwercd 
.And  iaid— JLord !  whither  ihall  we  go  ?  Tboo  haft 


SMMOK  ZXXX;  X2X 

the  words  of  etefnal  Hfcy  ■  .and  we  believe,  and 
know,  iiiat  thou  trt  Chrift  the  Son  of  God — ^Now, 
if  we  look  into  the  gofpel,  we  find  what  our  Saviour 
prononneed  on  this  very  coofei!ion'—  .     • 

Blefled  art  thon,  Smion  Barjofta,  for  flefli  and 
blood  hath  not  revealed  it  unto  thee-— but  mj  Father 
which  is  in  heaven*— —That  our  Saviour  had  the 
words  of  eternal  life — Peter  was  able  to  deduce  from 
principles  of  natural  reafon  ^  becaufe  reafon  was  able 
to  jodge,  from  the  internal  marks  of  his  doArinei 
Aat  it  wa^  worthy  God,  and  accommodated  proper* 
\j  to  advance  htiman  nature  and  human  happinefs* 
^But  for  adt  this — reafon  could  not  infalliblj  deter* 
mine  that  the  meflenger  of  this  doftrine  was  the 
Meffiasy  the  eternal  Son  of  the  living  God  ;  to 
^now  tliris,  required  an  illumination ; — and  this  il« 
iaminatioOi  I  fsLy^  feems  to  have  been  vouchfs^d  at 
^att  ioftant  as  a  reward — as  would  have  been  fuffi- 
<*cot  ^tideacer^  itfelf  of  the  difpofition  of  his  heart. 

I  have  now  fihilfaed  this  ikort  eflaj  upon  the  cha« 
rafter  of  St*  Peter,  not  with  a  lond  panegyric  upon 
the  power  of  hi4  keys,  ^r  a  ranting  encomium  upon 
&»«  modMAic'  qualiftcationsy  with  whidi  a  popifh 
Pulpit  wdttld  ring  upon  fuch  an  occafion,  without  do- 
^nmch  hoRoterto<l^fa}nty  or  good  to  the  audi- 
eaee^^.— lNit4)Slf«e  lirst'Wn^lrt  with  trath  and  fobrietj, 
^rrfsAttog  it  as  it  was,  as  eonfifthig  of  virtues  the 
iDoft  wor^Tf '•f  imiiatidn,^^-M-and  grounded,  not  upon 
^>octj|^faal  al?eoitnts,  imd  le'gehdary  inventions,  the 
wsrdrebe  fi^m- whence  popery  dreffes  out  her  faintt 
on  thefe  dajs,— but  upon  matters  of  faft  in  the  fa« 
<^  ficl^piwts^  Hi^^kidt'  ad^GhrifKaaa  agree.. 

FoL  VI.  F 


^d  Qnpel  have  ipentiojied  popery^^.^l  cannot  better 
,  conclude,  ^han  by  obferTing^  how  ill  the  >^it  and 
^arafter  of  that  church  refembles  that  pa^cular 
part  of  St.  Peter's,  which  has  been  made  the  fu^jeS 
•f  this  difcourfe...— ...'^ottld  ope  think  that  a  churchy 
vrhich  thrpfljB  itfelf  under  th is  ^apoiUe's  patrouagf^ 
%pd  cl^inivs  her  fow^r  under  hi^,  would  ^refume  ^ 
^ceed,  tb^  ,degrej;s  pf  ^it  wliic^  lie./icknowiedged  to 
poiTefs  hivipS^lD^B^t  ^owJU  jare  yj^ni  expe&aticos 
%nfwered,  when,  inftcad  of  (he  l^u^ible  dedaiatioD 

j(i  the  text, Ye  men  of  Ifrael^  mvLV^el  not  at  us, 

as  if  our  own  power  and  holineOs  had  wrought  tlus; 
■^  ■  jpu  hear  a  language  and  behaviour  from  tbf 
|l.omi{h  co^rt,  as  oppofite  to  it  as  infolent  words  inl 
aftions  cjii^  frame^ 

So  that,  inftea^J  of,  Ye  ipen^lfrad:  marwl  aot 
9t  us;; — Ye  men  of  IXraej,  do  marvel  at  a8,7r-bQll4  ^ 
in  admiration :— AppiQaob  pur  facred  pontif,— (vl^ 
is  not  (mlj  holy-r^but  holii^qb  it%lf)j^^«approacb  hii 
perjoojwith  r^vereufe;  anci deem  Jt .t)ie  grcateft  bo* 
pour  and  happin^|k  of  Jro^r^lilre8,  to  faiU  down  before 
his  chair^  and  he  admitM  to  kifs  his  feet,— « 

Think  no^  as  i^  it , were  pot  our  own  boliseli 
which  merits  all ^he  bpinage  j.0U|ican  ^j\M^r^^^ 
pur  owa  hoUqcls  I  ..^the  (i^p^r4>|Midapoe,,pf  i^r-^ 
of  which,  bfving  ipare  ^hfoi  w^.^ow  Jwihat  to  ^ 
^ith  ourfelves^-i-^fron^  iprorks  of  fuperi^rogatioo,  we 
have  transferred  th^^ffvrplus  in  ecdcfiaftic  wafehoofet 
and,  in  pure  zeal  for  the  gc«od  of  your.  Cluls,  h»*^ 
joftabliibed  pi^blic  J^a^  .^f  jno/U,  r^^lj  tO  he  dn^  | 
upon  at  alUimea^     .    :     :  •. 

!  .VI 
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fehres,  that  we  are  unprofitable  fervants,-^-i^we  hav9 
no  good  works  to  fpare,  or  that,  if  we  had— we  caiu 
not  make  this  ufe  of  them  )*-*that  we*  have  no  power 
to  circalate  our  indulgences^ — andhuckfier  them  out, 
as  we  do,  through  dl  the  parts  of  Chriftendom— 
£now  ye,  by  thefe  prefents,  that 'it  is  our  own  power 
which  does  this ;——— the  plenitude  of  our  apoftolie 
power,  operating  with  our  own  holineis,  that  enables 
us  to  bind  and  loofe,  as  feetns  meet  to  us  on  earth  $ 
—to  fare  your  fouls,  or  deliver  them  up  to  Satan  ^ 
—and  as  they  pleafe-or  difpleafe,  to  indulge  whole 
lungdoms  at  Qnce,  or  excommunicate  them  all,;.. 
binding  kings  in  chans,  and  your  nobles  in  links  of 
iron. 

That  we  never  again  feel  the  effefts  of  fuch  lan« 
gnage  and  principles  may  -God  of  his  mercj 

gtaotus.    Amen.  > 


fa 


Ill  '  iiaiiwiw^ 


s  E  R  M  o  N  ;xx:xiL 


Tntiirticth  of  January:, 


An^  T  faid,0  4117  Gq^d,  I  am  afliamed  ^nd  btu&  taitft  apnf 
Caee  to  thee,  ^7  Gfm :  for  our  iniqiiities  are  increafed  over  oor 
head,  aad  our  trefpafs  it  grown  up  unto  the  heaTent#  Sisee  ckc 
.dagrt  oi Que iatlieri^ye ««>^e«» Jo  »  jr^  trafjMrfs, «ttcb ^ 
day. 

'  jL  HERE  is  not,  I  believe,  throqghojit  sH  hiftorjr,  an  in- 

fiance  of,fQ  ftrange  and  obftinatelj  corrupt  a  people^ 

^03  the  Jews,  of  whom  JElzra  complains; — for  thoogh 

on  one  hand,-r-there  never  was  a  people  that  receiv* 

ed  fo  many  teftimonies  of  Gop*s  fn^your  to  encourage 

them  to  be  good,]  t      fo,  on  the  other  hand,   there 

never  was  a  people  which  fo  often  felt  the  fcourge  of 

their  iniquities  to  diflieartqa  thejn  from  doing  evil. 

And  jet,  neither  the  one  nor  the  other  feemed 

^ever  able  to  make  them  either  the  wKer  or  better; 

neither    Gol>^s    bleiSngs^   nor  >his  corr^ftionSy 

could  ever  foften  them ;  ■    f'they  .fliH  continued  a 

thanklefs,  unthinking  people,r--who  f>rofited  -hj  00 

lelTons, — neither  were  to  be  won  with  mercies,  nor 

•terrific  with  punifluneot^,— 4>ut,  on  twtrj  iiicceed* 
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Ing  triaf  aftd'  oceafion,    extremelj    dtfpofed   agaiutt' 
God,  to  go  a&raj  and  aft  wickedlj. 

In  the  words  of  the  text,  the  prophet's  heart  over- 
sows with  forrow,^  upon  his  refledion  of  this  un- 
worthy part  of  their  chara6ter ;— — *and  the  manner 
of  his  application  to    God,    is  fo  cxpreffive  of  his* 
hamble  fenfe  of  it,      ij  and  there  is  fomething  in  the 
words  fo  fall  of  tendernefs  and  fliame  for  them  upon 
that  fcore,  as  befpeaks  the  mail  paternal,  as  well  as 
pafloral  concern  for  them.— —And  he  faid,  O  my 
God,  I  am  aik^med— ^^-^and  bluib'to  lift  up  my  face 
tb  thee  my  GoDi^— — No  doubt,  the  holy  man 
was  confounded  to  look  back  upon  that  long  feries 
offo  many  of  GoD^s  undcfervcd  mercies  to  them,- 
of  which  they  had  made  fo  bad  and  ungrateful  a  ufe : 
■*— he  confideredy   that    t!>ey    had  all  the  motives 
t^at  could  lay  reff^aintsv    either  vtpoix  a  confidec&te^ 
or  a  reafonable  people  ;«— that  God  had  not  only^ 
seated,  upheld,  and  favoured  them  with  all  advan<- 
tages  in  common  wkfarthe  reft  of  their  felldw*crett« 

turcs ^but  had  been  particularly  kind  to  them  r^^ 

that  when    they    were   in   the    houfe  of  bondage , 
in  the  moft  hopelefs  condition  he  had  heard 

their  cry,  and  took  compaf&on  upon  their  afflic- 
tions, and  by  a  chain  of  great  and  mighty  deliver*- 
ances,  had  fet  them  free  from  the  yoke  of  op* 
preflion.  i  ■  The  prophet,  no  doubt,  reliev- 
ed at  the  fame  time,  that  befides  this  infttince  of 
God's  goodnefs,  hi  firft  favouring  their  mtracu* 
lotts  efcape,  a  feries  ot  fuccefles,  not  to  be  account- 
ed for  from  fecond  caufes,  and  the  natural  courfe  of 
•vents,  had  crowned  their  heads  in  fo  remarkable  a 
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manner,,  as  to  afford  an  evident  proof,  not  only  of 
God's  general  concern^  but  of  his  particular  provl. 

dence  and  attachment  to  them  above  all  people 

In  the  wildernefs  he  led  th era  like  fheep, .  and  kept 
them  as  the  apple  of  his  eye  ;.  he  fuffered  no  man  ta 
do  them  wrong,,  but  reproved  even  kings  for  their 
fake  J— .^bat  when  they' entered    into  the.  promifed 

land.  noforc<5  was  able  to  ftand  before  them; 

when  in  poffcffion,— no  army  was  ever  able  to  drive 
them  out,-— that  nations,  greater,  and  mightier  than 

they,  were  thruftiorth  from  before  them  ; tha:, 

in  a  word,. all  nature,  for  a  time,,  was  driven  back- 

wards  by  the  hands  of  God, .  to  fervc  them, and 

that  even  the  fun  itfclf  had  flood  ft  ill  in  the  mkii 

of  heaven  to  fccure  their  viflories  ;- that  wbta 

all  ;hefe  mercies  were  caft  away  upon  them,  and  no 
principle  of  gratitude  or  intcreft  could  make  them 
an  obedient  people.— God  had  tried  by  misfortunes 
to  bring  them  back;— that  when  inftruaions,  want 
inga,  invitations —miracles,   prophets,,  and  holj 

guides,   had  ivo  effea, he  at  laft  fuffered  them 

to  reap  the  wages  of  their  folly,. by  letting  them  fail 
again  into  the.  fame  ftatc  of  bondage  in  Babylofl 
from  whence  he  had  firft  raifed  them..     .—Here  it 

Js  that  Ezra  pours  out  his  confeflion.^ It  was  no 

.iknall  aggravation  to  Ezra's  concern,  to  find,  thai 

.  even  this  laft  trial  had  no  good  efftd  upon  their  cofl- 

AxxQ, ;— — that  all  the  alternatives  of  promifes  ^^ 

.threats,  comfofts  and  affliaioos,— infeead  of  mak^ 

iag  them  grow  the  better,  made  them  apparently 

grow  the  wprfe  :-*how  could  he  intercede  for  them, 

.  but  with  fhame  and  forrow  ?r-«— and .  fay,,  ^intbfi 


text,  Omy  God;  I  am  afhamedy  and  Blufli*  to  lift 
up  my  to  facie  thee^-^J^for  our  iniquities  are  increafecl 
over  onr  heads^  and  onr  trefpafa*  is  grown  up  unto 
the  heavens  }— fihce  the  da^s  of  out  fathers  have  we 
been  in  a  great  trefpais  unto  this  d^j.— 

Thus  much  fcfr  the  pr6phei''i  humble  confeffioil 
to  God  for  the  Jitfws,  fot  which  he  had  but  too  juft 
afouadation  given  by  them  ;— ^and  I  know  not  how  ^ 
lean  make  a  better \ife"6f 'the  w6rds,  as  the  occa- 
fion  of  the'  day  lerf  roe  to  the  choice  of  them, — than 
by  a  fcrioirs  appircation  bf '  the  Tatnc  fad  confeffion^  • 
in  regard  to  otttfelvts-s: — ^' ' 

Out  fathers,  like  thofe  of  the  JeWs  in  Ezra's  timv 
no  doubt,  have  done  amifs,  and  greatly  provoked 
God  by -their  violence  |,        but  if  our   own  iaicjui^"' 
tfes,  like  theirs,  are  increafed  over  our  heads  ; 
if,  fint:e  the  days  of  our  lathers,  we  have  been  in  i 
gceat  trefpafs  ourfclves  unto  this  day, — it  is  fit  this 
day  wB'flrould"  be  pur  in  oftind  of  it ;  «       nor  can  , 
the  time  and  occalioa  be  better  employed,  than  in 
hearing,  with  patience ,  the  reproofs  which  fuch  ar 
parallel  will  lead  me  to  give.. 

It  muft  be**:feiFtow!edged,  there  is  fto  nation  whicU 
had  ever  fo*many  exttaordinary  reafons  and  fuperna- 
tnral  motives  to  become  thankful  and  virtuous,  as 
the  Jews  ha4  :-**yet,  at  the  fame  time,  there  is  nd 
one  which  has  not  fuffieient  and  (fetting  afide  at 
prefent  the  confidera^ion  of  a  future  date  as  a  re« 
ward  for  being  fo— there'  is  na  nation  under  heaven, 
which,  befides  the  daily  bleffings  of  God's  provi- 
dence to  them,  but  have  received  fuffieient  bleiSnjgS 
a»>d  mercies  at  the  hands  of  God  to  engage  their 
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bei!  (tTYicts,  tqd  the  warineft  returns  of  gratitude 
they  can  pay.  There  has  been  a.  time ^  may  bc^ 
when  they  have  been  delivered  from  Ibme  grievous 
calamity y-^from  the  rage  of  peftilence  or  famine,— 
from  the  edge  and  fury  of  the  fword^r— fro«i  the 
fate  and  fall  of  kingdoms  round  them :-— they  ma/ 
have  been  prcferved,  by  providential  difcoveries, 
from  plots  and  defigns  againft  the  welUbeiiig  of 
their  ftates»  or  by  critical  turns  and  revolutions 
in  their  favour  when  beginning  to  fink :— by  fome 
fignal  interpofition  of  God's  providencey^-they  maj 
have  refcued  their  liberties,  and  all  that  was  dear 
to  them^  from  the  jaws  of  fome  tyrant ;  or  maj 

have  preferved  their  religion  pure  and  uncorrupted^ 
when  all  other  comforts  failed  them,  ■■■ 

Tf  other  countries  have  feaf&n  to  be  tbank/ut  to 
God  for  any  one  of  thefe  mercies,  much  more  has 
this  of  ours,  which,  at  one  time  or  other,  hath  re- 
ceived  them  all : ——•infoqgtucl),  that  our  hiilory,  for 
this  laft  century,  has  fcafce  been  any  thing  elfe^  bat 
the  hifiory  of  our  delivarances,  and  Gob's  ble£Bogs 
-^and  thefe  in  fo  complicated  a  chain,,  and  with  fa 
little  interruption— —'as  to  be  fcarce  ever  voucbfaf- 
ed  to  any  nation  or  language  befides,  except  the 
Jews  5— ^aod,  with  regard  to  them,  though  infe- 
rior in  the  fiopendous  manner  of  their  working,— 
yet  no  way  fo  in  the  eztenfive  goodneCs  of  their  ef- 
fefts,  and.  the  infinite  benevolence  which  muil  have 
wrought  them  for  us.— *Here  then  let  us-  Aop,  and 
look  back  a  moment,  and  inquire,  as  in  the  cafe  of 
the  Jews,,  what  great  efiefts  all  ihis  has.  had  opoa. 
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our  lives,— and  how  far  worthy  we  have  Ii¥ed,-*-Q£ 
wha(  we  have  received  ?-<* 

A  ftrangcr,— -when  he  heard— —tliat  this  iflaojd 
had  been  fo  favoured  lij  heavpp,  ■  fo  happj  in  out 
laws  and  religioo, — fo  flouriibiog  in  our  tradcy-^iC^ 
blefled  in  our  iltuation  and  natural  produft/  and 
in  all  of  them  fo  ofceu— *fo  vi&bly  proteded  by  Fto^ 
vidence,*— ——would  conclude,  our  gratitude  and  ino«v 
rals  bad  kept  pace  with  our  blei&ags  ;-*-^<and  h» 
would  fay, — ^aa  we  are  the  moil  blefled  and  favour- 
ed,—-that  we  mud  be  the  mod  virtuous  and  reli# 
gious  people  upon  the  face  of  the  earth* 

Would  to  Goi>!  there  was  any  other  reafoo  t© 
incline  ojie  to  fo  charitable  a  belief :—— for,  with^ 
out  running  into  any  common  pJac.e  declamation  up^ 
on  the  wickednefs  of  the  age, — we  may  fay,  within 
the  bounds  of  truth,.  ■  that  we  have  profited  in 
this  rcfped  as  little  as  it  was  pofTible  for  tlie  Jews  ;, 
— ^that  there  is  as  little  virtue— and  as  little  fenfe  q( 
religion,  at  lead  as  little  of  the  appearance  of  it,  as 
can  be  fuppofed  to  exift  at  all,  in  a  country  where 
it  is  countenanced  by  the  Itatc.  ■  Our  forefathers^ 
whatever  greater  degrees  of  real  virtue  they  wera 
poflefled  of,— God,  who  fearcheth  the  heart,-^beft 
knows  ;-^but  this  is  certain,— in  their  days,  they 
had «  at  lead  the  form  of  godliaefs,— -and  paid  thig 
cotnpliment  to  religion,  as  to  wear  ^t  lead  the  ap« 
pearance  and  outward  garb  of  it. — The  public  fer« 
vice  of  Gob  was  better  frequented,-<— — and  in  a  de- 
vout, as  wdl  as  regular  manner -r-*- ^there  was  ho 
#pca  nrofaae&efs  in  our  dreets,  to  put  piety  to  the 
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blufl},— — or  domeftic  ridicule,  to  make  her  aneafj 
«nd  force  her  to  withdraw. — 

Religion,  though  treated  with  freedom,  was  ftill 
treated  with  refpeft  ;-^he  youth  of  both  fexfs  kept 
under  greater  reft  rain  t ;— good  orders  and  good  hours 
were  then  kept  up  in  m<A  families  ;  and,  in  a  word, 
a  greater  ftri£hiefs  and  fobriety  of  manners  main* 
tained  thtoughduT,.  amongft'  people  of  all  ranks  asd 
conditions ;— Jo  that  vice,  however  fecretly  it  might 
be  pradifed«-*was  afhamed  to  be  feen.-— 

B\it  al^this  has  infenfiblj  been  bbme  down,  ever 
fiiice  the  days  of  iour  forefkthers  trefpafa:— — wliw, 
to  avoid  one  extreme,  we  began  to  run  iiito  aoother; 
-^fo  that,  .inftead-'of  any  great  religion  amongftn^i 
you  fee  thoufands  who  are  tired  even  of  the  formrf 
it,  and  who  h^ve  at  length  thrown  the^maik  of  it 
afidc,  as  a  ufelefs  encmnbrance,-^ 

But  this  licentioufnefs,  he  would '  fiy,  may  te 
chiefly  owing  to  a  long  courfe  of  pro^erity,  whicb 
is  apt  to  corrupt  mehV  minds.— *God  has,  fincc  this 
tried  you  with  affliftions  ;-^you  have  been  vifitcd 
with  a  long  and  expcnfive  war  :  ■  GoD  has  to 
moreover,  a  peftilence  amongft'youi'  cattle,  which 
has  cut  off  the  fldck  from  the  fold^^-^nd  left  no  herd 
in  the  fl4llg.---Surcly,  he  will  fay,-. — two  fuch  tcr- 
rible  fcourges  muft  h&ve  awakened  the  confciences 
of  the  moft  unthinking  part  ^  of  you,  and  fortcd  the 
inhabita^nts  of  your  lands — ^froro-fuch  admonitioDS-* 
though  they  failed  with  the  Jews,  to.  have  learned 

righteoufnefs  for  themfelves.    ■ 

I  own  this  is  the  natural  effea—and,'one  wouU 

hiDpe,  ihould  always  be  the  natursd  ufe  and  imptot<^ 
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Aenty  from  fuch  calamities  ;  foy  we  often  fiadi 
that  numbers,  who,  in  profperit/,  feem  to  forge( 
God,  do  jet  remember  him  in  the  day  of  trouble 
and  diflrefs.— — Yet,  confider  this  nationally,— wd 
fee  00  fttch  effe£l  from  it  in  fa£l^  as  one  would  be 
led  to  expeft  from  the  fpepulation.*^Por  inftance,— 
with  all  the  devaftation,  <  bloodihed,  and  expence 
TVhtch  the  war  ha»  occaiioned,—- bow  many  converts 
has  it  made  to  frug^alhy,--<o  virtQe,  or  even  to  fe^ 
rioufoefs  itfelf?— The  peftileoce  amoogft  our  cattle, 
though  it  has  diftreffed  and  utterly  undone  fb^many 
thoufands,  yet  what  oae  vifible  alteration  has  it  made  ' 
in  the  courfe  of  our  lives  ?— - 

And  though  one  would  imagine,  that  the  neceiU 
larj  drains  of  taxes  for  the  oncy-^and  the  lols  oS- 
tents  and  property  from  the  other,  ibould,  in  fom» 
ineafure,  have  withdrawn  the  means  of  gratifying^ 
our  pafiions  at  we  have  done^— »-yet  ^bat  appear* 
uce  is  there  amongfl  us  that  it  is  fo  i^-^  ' 

What  one  fafhionable  foJly  or  jext^d^agance  hat^ 

heen  checked  by  it  P—^Is  there  not  the  fame  luxurjr 

and  epicurifm  of  entertainments  at  our  tables  $•— ^? 

we  not  purfue  with  eagernefs.  the  fame  giddy  round 

of  trifling  dive];fiqns  ^--r-^is  not  the  infeflion  diffuf*- 

ed  aosongft  peof^e  of  all  ranks^  and  all  ages  ?      «i; 

And  eyq;i  gxey.haurs,.whofe  fober  example  and  man* 

Qcrsoueht  to  check'  the^  exttayagant  fallies  of  the 

thoughue£s,  gay,  and   unexpertencedy  ■■     too   often 

totter  under  the  fame  coAly  ornaments,  and  join  the, 

geaeral  riot.    Where  vanity,  like  this,  governs  the^ 

^^^rt,  even  charity  will  allow  us  to  fuppofSf  that  a  ^ 

c«&faioaIae(s  of  thfiir  inability.Xo  piur£ue.  ^^ater  ex^ 
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teSes,  IS  the  oalj  vexation  of  fpirit— -In  tnith^  the- 
obfervation  falls  in  with  the  main  intention  of  the 
difcourff,—— which  is  not  framed  to  flatter  your- 
follieSy  but  plainly  to  point  them  out^  »  and  {how 
jou  the  general  corruption  of  manners,,  and  Vant  of 
religion^— -^which  alt  men  fee,  and  which  tlie 
wife  and  good  fo  much  lluttent. 

'   But  the  inquirer  will  naturally  go  on,  and  fay,. 
that  thongh  this  reprefentation  tcfoes  not  atifwer  fais 
txpedations,  that  undoubtedly  we  nraft  htnre  pro- 
fited by  thefe  leflbns  in  c^ber  refpefts  :— 4hat  though 
Ive  have  not  approved  our  onderflonding  in  the  figbr 
of  God*,  by  a  virtuouar  ufe  of- our  misfbrtrmes,  to 
true  wifdomy— -^-that  we  muft  have  improved  theni 
however,,  to  political  wifdom  :— fo  that  he  woiild 
fay ,— ^.though  the  EngKfii  do  not  appear  to  be  a  reli. 
gious  people,— -they  are  at  Ifeaft  a  loyal  one  :  ■ 
they  .have  fo  often  felt  the  fbourge  ePTebelliony  and 
have  tailed'  (b  much  fliarp  fruit  from  rr,-?-^cs  to  have 
ftt  their  teeth  on  edge  for  even.    Bnt  good  Goo  !' 
bow  would'  he  be  aftoniflied  to  fed,.        that  rhcmgh 
we  have  been  fo  often  tofled'to  and  fro  by  our  own 
tempdluous  humours,— —that  we  were  not  yet  fick, 
ct  the  Itorra  !«:— that  though  we  fb}Hnn}y,.on  every 
leturn  of  thi*-  day^  lamem  the  guilt  oC  our  forefa- 
thers, in  ftkiitting  their  hands  in  Uood,^— ^^we  never 
once   think   of  our  principles  and  praAices,*  wliicb 
rend  the  fame  way  !  ■  ■    ■  and  though  tbc  providence 
of  GoD<  has  Set  'bounds,  that  they  do  not  wink-  as 
HMsch  mifchief  as-  in  the^days  of  diflraOion  and  defe* 
latidn,!  !■>■  ulittfe  r^fea  have  we  to  afcrlbe  tlic  me*. 
nc  thereef  to  oar  i)\xi|.  wifdou  h^o  ^a^  wfats tiw 
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whole  account  is  Hated  betwixt  us,  ■  there  feein» 
nothing  to  prevent-  the  application  of  the  words  in. 
the  testy — ^Thac  our  iniquities  are  increafed  over  our 
heads,    and  our  trefpaffes  is  grown  up  unto  the  hea» 

vens. Since  th(^  days  of:^ our  fathers,  have  we  been 

in  a  great  trefpafs  unto  this  day  ;■  ,  and  though  it 
is  fit  and  becoming  that  we  weep  for  theoa,  it  is- 
much  more  fo,  that  we  weep  for  ourftlves,  that 
W€  lament  our  own  corruptions,— and  the  lixtlc* 
advantages  we  have  made  of  the  mercies  or  cha(life>* 
ments  o*f  God,,,  or  from  the  fins  and. provocations 
of  our  forefathers. 

This  IS  the  fruit  we  are  to  gather,  in  a  day  of  fuch* 
fiumiliation;*— and  unlefs  it  produces  that  for  us,  by 
a  reformation  of  our  manners,  and  by  turning  us 
from  the  etfor  of  our  ways,.^— the  fervice  of  this  day;' 
is  more  a  fenfelefs  infult  upon  ttie  memories  of  ouir^ 
anceftors,^— than  an  honeft  defign  to  profit  by  their 
zniftakes  and  mirfortunes— — and  to  become  wifeir 
and  better  from  our  refledionsr  upon  them— ^ 

Till  this^is  done,  it  avails  little,  though  we  praj 
£erventlj  to  Goi^not  to  lay  their  fins  to  our  charge^ 
— ^whilil  we  have  fo  many  remaining  of  our  own— ^ 
Unlefs  we  are  touched  for  ourfelves)  how  can  we 
exped  be  fliould  hear  our  cry?  It  is  the  wicked  cor- 
ruption of  a  people  which  they  are  to  thank,  for 
iTrhatcver  national  calamities  they  feel  ;.— — this  ia 
the  very  ftate  we  are  in>  which,,  by  difengaging 
frovidence  from  taking  our  part,— will  alivays  leave - 
a  people  expofed  to  the  whole  force  of  accidents^ 
both  from  within  and  without:— And,  however 
fiatcXmen'may  difpute  about  tbe:caufes  ofthe  gro^4h« 
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or  decay  of  kingdoms,— —^t  is,  for  this  ca^fe,  a  mat* 
tc^r  of  eternal  truth,..— ihat  as  virtue  and  religion  are 
our  only  recommendation  to  Gob, — that  they  are, 
confequentljjj .  the  only  trufe  bafis  of  our^happinefs 
and  profperitj  on  earth; — and  however  we  ihall  fhel- 
ter  ourfelves  under  diflinflionl  of  party  that  i 

wickfed  man  is  the  worft  enemy  the  flate  has  j— - 
and,  -for  the  contrary,  4t  w31  always  be  found,  that 
a  virtuous  man  is  the  beft  patriot,^  and  the  beil  fab- 
jed  the  king,  has,— -and  though  an  individual  may 
fay.  What  will  my  righteoufnefs  profit  a  nation  of 
men  ? — ^I  anfwer— If  it  fail  of  a  bleffing  here  (which 
is  not  likely),  it  will  have  one  advantage,  it  wiU 

fave  thy  own  foul,  and  give  th^e  that*  peace  at  iJx 
laft,  which  this  world  cannot  take  away,    .i.  i 
Which  God^  «f  his  infinite  mercy, .  gTlut  «a  tik 
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Ot;fpifcft^hou  the  riches  of  his  gtodneU,  and  forbearance,  and ' 
loDg  fuffecing,— not  knowiog  thatxhc  foodnefs  of  God  le«detll'> 
thee  to  repentance  I . 

So  fays  St,  Paul.    Aiid  : 

ICCLailAtTBS  ▼ZII.  IZ.' 

Itcanfe  fentesee  agatnft  an  cril  work  it  not  executed  fpeedily^ 
therelbr»*tbe  heart  4)f  the  £mm  .of  men  is  fully  fet  in  thaO'.  t» 
do 


X  AX£  eithfer  asyou  like  it,  you  wilTget  nothing  bj 
the  bargain-o- 
il is  a  terrible  charaAer  of  the  world  which  So- 
lomon is  here  accGmnting,for,  ■  that  their  hearts 
were  fully  £»t  in  them  to  do  evil.-— And  the  general 
outcry  againft  the  wickednefs  of  the  age,  in  every 
age,  from  Solomoa's  down  to  thisy.fliows^  but  too 
lementably,  .what  ground&iiave  all  along.been  given 
for  the  complaint.  ■  ■ 

Thediforder  and  confufioa  arifiog  in  the  affairs 
of  the  world  from  the  wickednefs  .  of  it,  being  evet 
fachy— fo  evidently  Heen^-rfo  feverely  felt,  ,as  na« 
tttcally  to^ndttce  eYery^on&wlio:veas.a>f£^£lator  or  a^^ 
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ftifi^rer,  to  give  the  melanoholj  preference  to  tht 
Cimes  he  lived^in  ;  as  iF  the  corruptiipn5  of  men^s 
manners  had  not  only  exceeded  the  reports  of  form' 
er  dajSy.  but  -the  power  almoft  of  riiing  above  the 
pitch  to  which  the  iinci^dncfd  of  theage  was  ar^ 
rived. — How  far  they  may  have  been  deceived  in 
fiich  calculations,  I  ffiall  not  inquire  ; — let  it  fuffice, 
that  mankind   have  ever  been  bady^-^-coufidering 
wbat  motives  tfaey  have  had^to  be  better  j-^ood, 
taking  thi»  for  granted^  inftead  of  declaiming  againft 
it,  let  us  fee  whether  a  difeourfife  may  not  be  as  fer- 
riceable,  by  endeavouring,  as  Solomon  has  heredoDcif 
rather  to  give  an  account' of'  it,   ■     -andy.-  by  tradof 
back  the  evils '  to  their  firft  principles,  to  direft  ou- 
felres  to  the  true  remedy  againft>'t;^em..««-^ 

Lst  it  here  oriyirbe  premiftd;*— ^that  tht  wicked* 
nefs  either  of  the  prefent  or  paft  tinies,  whatcTcr 
foandal  and  reproach  it  brings  upon  Shriftians,— ^ 
Guglit  not,  in  reafon  to  refl%6t  difhonour  upon  Chri- 
ilianity,  which  is  fo  apparently  well  friamed  to  mak* 
tts  good,— that  there  is  not  a^  greater  paradox  in  na- 
tttre,— ^hdn  that*  fo  good'a  religion  fliould  be  no 
better  recomtnended  1>y  its  profeflfors.— Though  thir 
may  feem  a  paradoz,<-*it  is  ftill,  Ffay,  no  objeftioo, 
though  it  has  often  been  made  ufe  of^  againft  Chri- 
Aianity  ; — (ince,.  if  the  morals  oi  men  are  not  xt' 
formed,. it  is  not  owing  to  a  defeft  in  the  revelation, 
But  is  owing  to  the  fame  caufps  which  defeated 
sH  the  ufe  and  intent  of  reafon,-— before  revdatioa 
tvas  given..^For,  fetting  alide  the  obIrgatio<is  wbich 
^dhrine  law  lays  nponusy^^whoever  coafiderfthc 
flate  and  condition  of  human  nature,,  and,,  uponthis' 
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view^  how  much  ftrooger  the  natural  motives  are  to 
virtue  than  to  vice,  would  exped  to  Sn6r  the  world 
much  better  than  it  is,  or  ever  has  been.— .F»r,.  who 
would  fuppofe  the  generality  of  mankind  to  betrajr 
fo  much  follj^  as  to  aS  againlE  the  common  intereft 
of  their  own  kind,  as  every  man  does  who  yields  to 
the  temptation  of  what  is  wrong  ?— But^.  on  the 
other  fide — if  men  firft  look,  into  the  pradice  of  the 
world,  and  there  obferve  the  fi  range  prevalency  of 
vice,  and  how  willing  men  are  to  defend,  as  well  as 
to  commit  )t,— -one  would  think  they  believed,  that 
all  difcourfes  of  virtue  and'hoeefty  were  mere  matter 
of  fpecolatioa,  for  men  to  entertain  feme  idle*  hours 
with ;  and  fay,  truly,  thai  men  feemed  univerfaltjr 
to  he  agreed  in  nothing,  hut  in  fpeaking  well,  and 

^oiDg  Bl.— ^But  this  caib  AO  more  dimonour  ttpott> 
reafon,  than  it  does  upon  revelation  j— the  truth  of 
the  cafe  being  this,  that  no  motives  have  been  great 
^-lOi^jh  t^^^iTuui  thoi'c  frois^iin,  who  have  focretly- 
loved  ity  and  only  fought  pretences  for  the  praftice 
of  it. — So  that,  if  the  light  of  the  gofpel  has  not  left 
a  fuflkient  provifien^  againft  the  wickednefs  of  the 
world, — the  true  anfwer  is,  that  there  can  be  none.. 
It  is  fuflicient,  that  the  excellency  of  Chriftani* 
ty,    in    doftrine   and  precepts,  and  its   praper  ten* 
dencj  to  nsake*  us  vistnous,  as  well  as  happy,  is  a^ 
ftrong  evidence  of  its^  divine  original  : — And  thefe 
advantages  it  has  above  any  inftttutiofi  that  ever  was* 
in  the  world :««— ^-it  gives-  ihe  beft  diredioos, — the 
heft:  ezampks^^^the  greateft   encouragen^nts, — the 
bcil  helps,  and.  the  greateft  obligations  to  gratitude*. 
•— ^Buty.  as  religioa  waa  not  to-  work,  upon  men  by 
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way- of  force  and  natural  neceflitj — but  by  moral 
perfuaGon-— which  fets  good  and  «vil  before  them ; 
.—4b,  if  men  have  power  to  do  evil|  or  choofe  tbe 
good,  and  will  abufe  it>'  this  cannot  be  avoided.-- 
Not  only  religion,  bat  even^reafon  itfelf,  mud  nccd^ 
farily  imply  a  freedom-  of  choice  y  ■ '  "*and  all  the 
beings  i»  the  world, -which  have  it,  were  created  fr« 
to  ftand,.or  free  to  fall; — ^And  therefore  men  thai 
will  not  be  wrought  upon  by  this  way  of  addrefs, 
mull  cxpcft,  and  bo  contented  t^  feel,  the  ftrokc  ol 
that  rod  which  is  prepared  for  the  bdck  of  fools, 
oft-times  in  this  world,  but  undoubtedly  in  the  ant, 
from  the  hands  of  a  righteous  Governor,  who  will 
finally  render  to  evefy^naa-accordiag  to  his  vfoth 

Becaufe  this  fentence  is  not  always  ezecQiti 
fpeedily,  is  elie  wife  man's  account  of  tfic  general  Keen* 
tioufnefs  which  prevailed  through  the. -race  of  ma»* 
kind*— fo  early  as  his  days  ;-*4ind  we  may  allow  it  a 
j^ce  amongft.  the  many  piher  fa;al  ciufes  of  dcjo* 
vation,  in  our  owa  ;— — a  few  of  which,  1  ihall  beg 
leave  to  add  to  this  -explication  of  the  wife  man's ; 
fubjoinrag  a  few  pradical  cautioni  inrelatioa  C9 
each,  as  I  go  along.— -» 

To  begin  with  Solomon's  account  ia  the  itiU^ 
that,  becaufe  fentence  againfi  an  evil  work  is  not 
executed  fpeedily,^  therefore  the  hearts  <if  the  foos  of 
men  are  fully  fet  in  them  todo  evil.  ■■»    ■  - 

Itfeems  fomewhat  hard,  ta  uaderfland  the  confa* 
fuence,  why  men  (bould  grow  more  defperatd; 
wicked, -becaufe  Gos  is  merciful,  and  gives  thetn 
.ipace  to  repent ;— -this  is  no  natural  effeft,  nor  does 
^  Miife  man  intend  to  iofiautte,  that  the  gpodneii 
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loDg'fuSering  ^f  God  is  the  caufe  of  the-^ick* 
lefs  of  man,  hy  a  direA  efficacy  to  harden  finners 
their  CQurfe.  But  ^e  fcope  of  his  difcbarfe^ia 
is,..— .Becaufe  a  ^tious  man  efcapes  at  prefent^ 
is  apt  to  draw  falfe  conolofions  from  it ;  and» 
)ai  the  delay  of  GoD^s  punifhments  in  this  life, 
ther  to  conceive  them  at  fo  remote  a»  diiiaace,  or 
baps  fo  uncertain,,  that,  though  he  has  feme 
ibtfttl  mifgivings  of  the  future,,  jet  he  hopes  in 
bemun^^that  his  fears>are  greater  than- his  danger; 
^zndrhovar  obferving  fome  of  the  worft  of  men 
both  live  and  die,  .without  any  outward  teflimony 
of  Gbn's  wrath,,  draws  from  thence  (bme  flattering 
ground  of  encouragement  fdr  himfelf,  and  with  thb 
vricked  in  the  pfalm,  fays  in  his  heart,  Tulb,  I  Ihall 
sever  be  cafl  down  ;^  ■■  there  fliall  no  harm  happen^ 
unto  me  :— *as  if  it  was  neceflary,  if  Gob  is  to 
pafliih  at  all,  that  he  muft  do  it  prefently  ;^— which^. 
hj  the  way,  would  rather  feem.  to  befpeak  the  rag^ 
8Qd  fury  of  an  incenfed  party,  than  the  determina- 
tionof  a  wife  and  paiient  judge,  wharefpites  pm 
Diibmait  t&  another  dftte,  declaring,*  for  the  wifeft 
Kafoos,.  this-  is  not  the  time  for  it  to  take  place  in^. 
—bat  that  he  has  appointed  a  day  for  it,  wherein  he 
i^ill  judge  the  world"  in  righteoufnefs,  and  make 
uch  unalterable  diftindlions  betwixt  the  good  and 
)ad-«as  to  render  hi&  futuse  judgment4.a'full  vindi- 
ation  of  his  juftice*. 

That  mankind  have  ever  made  an  ill   ufe  of  this 
brbearance,  is,  and  I  fear  will>  ever  be,  the  cafe  :-i« . 
^d  S^  Peter  in   his   defcription  of  the  fcoffers   in. 
be  latter  days^,  who,.,  he  tells   us,,  fhall  walk  after. 


I— «-*  - 
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their  own  lulls  (the  word  of  all  characters  J;  gW« 
die  fame  fad  folutioo  of  what  flioald  be  their  ua* 
fiappy  encouragement';    for^    that  they  would  faj, 
Where  is  the  pramife  (w^ens  is  the  threatening^ 
or  declaration  of,  i§iru^0u*^,  of  his  coming  ^'  for, 
£nce  the  fathers  fell  afleep,  all  things  continue  as 
they  were  from  the  beginning  of  the>  creation  ;— 
thar  isy  the  world  goes^on in  the  fame  uninterrupted 
eourfe^  where  all  things  fall  alike  to  all^-without  an; 
interpofition  from  above,  or  any  outward  token  of 
divine  difpleafure  ;  upon  this  ground,  *^  Come  je/^ 
fay  they,  as  the  prophet  reprefents  thcaD,  **  I  will 
^  fetch  wine^  and  we  will  fiU  ousfelves-wkh  iUoDf 
*^  drink;  and  to-morrow  iball  be  astfais-dayi  ani 
**  nwich  more  abundant/'' 

Nowj  if  vou  confider, .  yott  will  find,  that  all  tbis 
fiilfe  way  of  reafbning,.  doth  ari&  from^  tBat  grob 
piece  of  felf- flattery,  that  fueh  do  imagine  Gon  t& 
be  like  themfel^sy^— -that  is,  as^cjud  :;;%d  revengfa 
ful  as  they  are  i^. — and  they  prefendy  think,  if  ^ 
&II0W- creature  offendod  them  ait  the  rate  that  fin' 
ners  are  faid  to  offend  God;  and  thqr  bad  as  mx^^ 
power  in  their  hands  to  puniih  and  torture  them  as 
be  has, .  they  would  be  fure  to  execute  it  fpeedil/  ;- 
m .  bttt  becaufe  they  fee  GoD^oes  it  not,— there- 
fere  they  conclude,^  that  all  the  talk  of  Gob's  anger 
againfl  vice,  and  his  future  punilhment  of  it,"r-i5 
mere  talk,  calculated  for  the  teiror  of  old  womei^ 
and  children.— Thus  fpcak  they  peace  to  tlieir  fouls^ 
when  there  is  no  peace  ;— for  though  a  finnef, 
{which  the  wife  man  adds  by  way  of  caution  sft^ 
^he  text) — for  though  a  finner  da  evil  as  handrtd 
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times,  and  his  dajrs  1>e  prolonged   apoo  the  earthy 

-*— jct,  fare  I  kiiow,    that  it   IhaH  he  well  with 

them  tfaat^fear  God— ^--but  fliall  not  be  wdl  wttfe 

the  wi<^ed*     Upon  which  argumeoty  the  pMonifl^ 

fpeaking  in  the  name  of  Gox>,  ttSes  this  remoaftrancc 

to  one  uader  this  fatal  trnftaJ^e,   whidi  has  msiled 

thottfands^vTheCe  things  -thon  didft,   and   I  ktpt 

fflence^  ■»    And    it    feems    this   filence   was  inteiw 

pretcd  into  condent  ;-^for  it   follows  ^  ■■■and  thov 

tjionghtcftl  was  altsogether.facha  one  as  thjiid£^ 

— ^but  the  pfdtnift  adds,  how  ill  he  took  this  ae 

men^s  hands,  and  that  thejr  fibould .  not  know,  the 

difference  between  the  forbeatanxw  of  Bumtf^^^m^^ni 

his  negleA  of  their  £iis  ;  m  ■■«»<  but  -I  will  reprove  thee^ 

and  fiet  them   in    order    before   .thee«-**Upon    the 

whole  of  which,  he  bids  them  be  betlier  adviied,  .and 

eonfidec,  left,  while  thej.forget  Go4f  he  plnek  thea^ 

awaj,  and  there ^e  o^ae  to  deliyer  theqiMn»  *> 

Thus  iD(ich  for  tbe^^rft  ground  and  £amfe  whieh 
the  text  gives.,  why  the  hearts  of  the  Ions  %of  meni 
are  fo  fully  iet  in\them  to  do  evil ;-— upon  which  i, 
have  on^  one  or  two  xautioas  to  add-— That,  in  the 
firft  place,  we  fre^^uentlj  deceive  ourfelves  in  the 
calculatioii,  that  tentenoe  fiiall  not  be  fpeedily  exe* 
cuted. — By  fad  e^cperiencc,  vitious  and  debauched 
men  find  .this  matter  -to  turn  oiiit  very  different  in 
pradice,  tr^m  th^ir  e^pe&ations  in  theory  .:<.-.Gos^ 
having  £b  contrived  jthe  nature  of  things  throughout 
the  whale  fyfiem  of  moral  dutics,''--^that  every 
▼ice,  in  Somt  meafure,  &oiild  immediately^  regvenge 
itfclf  upon  the  doer  ;rr^that  falfehood,  and  unfair; 
dealiogy-  ends  in  diftrufi;  and  dlflionour  ;-^at  dark* 
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ennefs  and  debauchery'  ihould  vreaktn  At  threai 
of  life,  sifkd  cut  it  Qxort,  that  the  tcanfgreflbr  M 
aot  live  out  half  his  days  ;—4hat .  pride  ikouM  be 
followed  by  aiortsficationsy-«-«xcravagance  by  po< 
Yerty.and  difirels  ^"—- «-that  the  revengeful  aodni* 
HcicHis  fliould  -be  the  grealeft  tormentor  of  himfeli; 
i».tbe  perpetual  diftuibance  a£  his  own  mind,  being 
to  immediate  a  chaftxfement,  as  to  verify  what  the 
wife  man  fays  upon  it^-^That,  as  .tbe'.iiieeci&l  maa 
do^s  good  to  his  own  Coui,  to  he  that  is  cruel, 
trottblcth  his  ownk£eik. 

vin  h11  which 'Cafes  there  is  a  puniflimeDt  ilKi^ 
^ttdent  of  thefe,  and  that  is,  the  punifliment  iSck 
a  man's  ownmiurd  tskes-^pon  itfelf,  from  the  r«- 
motfe-of  doing  ^  what  is  wrong«^— ^PrMMv^  )xx 
mkio,  this  is  thc^lrft  revenge,  which *( whatever 
other  punifliments  he  may  efcape)  is  fure  to  fdlow 
clofe  upon  his  heels,  and  haunts  him  wherefoever 
he  goes  ;  ■  ■  for  whenever  a  man  commits  a  wilful 
bad  aftion,— -he  drinks  down  poifoo,  which,  though 
it  may  ^vork«flowly,  ^will  work  furely,  and  give  him 
perpetual  pains  and  heart^aches^— — and  if  no  means 
be  ufed  to  expel  it,  will  deft roy  him  at'Iaft.  So 
that,  notwithftanding  that'fiital  fentence  of  GoS  i^ 
not  executed  fpeedily,  in  exaft  weight  ^mdmeafore^ 
there  is  neverthelefs,  a  fentence  executed,  which  i 
man's  own  confcience  pronounces  againft  him  ^—^ 
and  every  wicked  man,  I  beEevc,  feels  as  regular  a 
procefs  within  his  own  breaft,  commenced  againfi 
himfelf,  ■  u  and  finds  himfelf  as  much  accufed,  and 
as  evidently  and  impartially  condemned  for  what 
he*  has  ^dohe  ,a»ifs,  as  if  he  had  received  fcntcncc 


before  the  moil  awful  tribunal  ;;i--^~wBich  judgment 
of  confcience,  as  it  can  be  looked  upon  in  no  oth^ 
light  but  as  an  anticipation  of  that  rigbtcpUs  and  un* 
alterable  fentc^ce  which  will  be  pronounced  hereaf« 
t«r,  hy  tha(  Being,  to  whom  he  is  finallj-  to  give  aa 
account  of  hk  gftiong^..  I  cannot  conceive  the  date 
of  his  mind  under  anj  char^Qer  than  of  that  anxioua 
doubtfulnefs  defcttbed»  by  ^he-  prophet,— ^That  the 
«icked^reii|&e.th&  troubled  fea  whjQi^'M:  cannot  reft, 
whofb  watery  "caft  up  mire  and-^th. 

.A  fecond  caution  agaihft  this  unifdrni  ground  of 
falfe .  hope,-  is  fentence  not  being  executed  fpeedilj, 
will  arife  from  this  confideration^— j^That  in  our  vain 
calculation  of  this  didant  point  of  retribution,  we 
generrily  refpite  4t-'to  the  day  of  judgment  ;r?-and 
as  that  soaytbe  a  thoufand,  or  ten  theufand  years 
o^  it  proportionably  leiTens  the  terror.  'To  redify 
this  miftak^s.  We  •'(bould  fipft  confider,  that  the  dift* 
ance  of  a  thing  no  .way  alters  the  nature  of  it. 
jidly.  That  we^  are  ^deceived  in  this -Aidant  prefped, 
not  confidering,  that/however  {ar  off  we  may  £x  it 
in  thi»  belief  4  that,  in  faft,  it  is  no  farthj^r  cfffrom 
every  naap,  than,  the  day -of- his  own  death.?— And, 
how  certain  that  day-  is,  we  need  not,  fnrely,  be  re« 
minded  ;— it Js  the x^taitity. of  the  matter,  and  of 
ancT^t.  which  will  as  furely  come  to  pafs,  as  that 
the  fun  OomH  rife.  to«^orrow  morning,«-«that  fliould 
enter  as  muck  into  our  ■  oakulations,  as  if  it  was 
hanging  overr  jcmr  heads.— ^^For,  though,  in  our  fond 
imaginations,  we.  jdream^  of  living  many  years^ipon' 
the  earth ^;-«i*haw.]ULneiEpe^edly  sure  we  fummoned^ 
fiQin  it  P-^f-^-How  oft,  in -the  ilrength  of  our  age, 
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in  the  midft  of  omr  projeas,  when  we  are  pifomifiof 
4Xirfelves  the  eafc  of  masy  years  ?— How  oft,  at 
tbat  very  time,  and  in  the  h^ght  of  this  imagintuoof 
is  the  decree  fealed,  and  the  cQcninandaient  gone 
fi>rth  to  eall  ns  into  another  world  ? 

This  may  fuffice  for  the  ezaminiation  of  ibis  oae 
^reat  caufe  of  the'corroptioo  of  the  world  ;— — from 
whence  I  (hou^d  proceed  as  I  purpofed,  to  an  in- 
quiry, after  fomc  other  «jnhappy  caufes,  which  hive 
a  (hare  in  this  evil«-^But  I  have  tadcesi  op  fo  modi 
moi^  of ^cur  time  in  th»s»  than  I  £rft  intended^  that 
1  (hall  def^r  what  I  have  to  fay  to  the  mcxi  ocoa&HV 
and  put  an  end  to  this  difcourfe,  by  an  aofwcr  to  s 
queftion  often  aiked*  relatively  to  this  argnmeo^/fl 
prejudice  of  Chriftianity^  which  cannot  be  moreb- 
Tonably  anfwered,  than  in  a  difeourfe  at  this  time; 
and  that  is.  Whether  the  Ghriftian  religion  bas 
dpoe  the  wodd  any  ferviee  in  reforming  the  lives 
and  morals  of  mankind^  which  fome,  who  pretend 
to  have  confidered  the  prefent  ftate  of  vice^  feem  to 
doubt  of  ?-^—— This  ohjeftion  I,  in  fome  meafore, 
have  anticipated  in  the  beginning  of  this  idifcooriCf 

and  what  I  have  to  add  to  that  argnment,  is  thisp 

•——That  as  it  is  impoffible  to  decide  the  pon^  h/ 
evidence  of  fa^^  which,  at  b  gieat  a  diftanc^  can- 
not be  brcHight  together  and  comparod,  it  iimft  ht 
decided  by  reafon,  and  the  probability,  of  things  i 
,  nprF  which  iflae^  one  might  appeal  to  the  mol 
profdlTed  deiA,  and  truft  him  to  deteroune— -whether 
the  lives  of  thofe  .who  are  fet  loofe  fcom  all  ohlig^ 
tions  but  thofe  of,  conveniency,  can  be  compared 
^icb  thofe  who  have  beeki  blefled  with  the  extraorii- 


SERMOK  XXSIII.  X45 

narj  light  of  a  religion  ;«-i4ind  whether  fo  juft  aad 
bolj  a  religion  as  the  Chriftian,  which  fets  reftraints 
even  upon  our  thoughts  ; — a  religion,  which  gives 
U8  the  tnoft  engaging  ideas  of  the  perfedions  of 
God,-  ■  at  the  fame  time  tho^  it  imprefTes  the  mod 
awfal  ones  of  his  majefiy  and  power ; .—.a  Being 
rich  in  mercies  s  but,  if  they  are  abufed,  terrible  in 
Us  judgments  ;  ■  one  conflantly  about  our  fecreC 
paths,— about  our  beds  ;>.«-^whO'  fpieth  out  all  our 
wajSy^-noticcthall  our  a&ions  ;— and  is  fo  pure  in 
bis  nature,  that  he  will  puni{h  even  the  wicked  ima« 
ginations  of  the  heart,  and  has  appointed  a  day 
wherein  he  will  enter  into  this  inquiry,  and  execute 
judgment  according  as  we  have  tleferved« 

If  cither  the  hopes  or  fears,  the  paOSons  or  reafoii 
of  meo,  a^e  jiot  to  be  wrought  upon  at  all,  fuch  prin^ 
ciplfis  nuift  have  an  effed,  though,  I  own  very  hit 
ihort  <fe£  what  a.  thinking  man  .ihoold  expeA  from 
fuch  motives. 

No  4oBbt,  there  is  great  room  for  amendment  la 
the  Cbriftian  world,  and  the  profeflbrs  of  our  holy 
religion  mnj^  in  genera},  be  &ad  to  be  a  very  corrupe 
and  bad  generation  of  men,  confidering  what  reafons 
and  obligations  they  haxre  to  be  betterv«p-««^Yet  flill 
I  a&m,  rf  tfaofe  reftraints  were  leflened,«-"-«-^he 
world  would  be  infinitely  worfe  ;— — and  therefore^ 
we  cannot  fufficiently  hkk  and  adore  the  goodnefs 
of  GoS),  for  tfaefe  advantages  brought  by  the  coming 
of  Chrift,.  Which  God  grant  that  we  may  live 
to  be  more,  deferving  of;  that,  in  tho  laft  day,  when 
he  fliadl  come  again,  to  judge  the  world,  we  may  rife 
to  li£e  immortal*  Amm* 
Vol  VI.  G 
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Tnift  in  God. 
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Flit  thou  thy  truft  in  the  LoKO^ii* 

aVhuter  feriouilj  refleAs  upon  theiUte  asilcos^ 
'  dition  of  man,  and  looks  upon  that  dark  fide  oi  ^ 
ivhich  reprefents  his  life  as  open  to  ib  snanj  ciaf«| 
pf  trouble ; — when  he  fees  how  often  he  eatt  M 
bread  of  a£Bi3ion,  and  that  he  i^  bom  to  it  as  oatt^ 
f ally  as  the  fparks  fly  upwards  ;— that  no  rsok  oq 
degrees  of  men  are  exempted  from  this  law  of  ou 
beings ; — but  that  all,  from  the  high  xedar  of  ^M 
banus  to  the  humble  fhrub  upon-the  wall,  ^  ft<^ 
in^their  turns  by  numberlefs  calamities  and  diiirew^ 
■  ■  when  one  fits  down  and  looks  upon  this  gl 
fide  of  things,  with  all  the  forrowful  changes 
jchances  which  furround  us  iiw  ■  at  firft  £ght,  w( 
not  one  wonder,  hoW  the  fpirit  of  a  jnan  .could 
the  infirmities  of  his  nature,  and  what  it  is  thstb 
ports  him,  as  it  does,  under  the  many  eyil  accu 
^hich  he  meets  yfith  in  his  pafiage  through  tbe  vs 
ley  of  tears  ?  Without  fomejcertain  aid  vitbin  ui 
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bear  ns  up,  fo  tender  a  frame  as  ours  would  be  but 
ill*6tted  to  encounter  what  generally  befalls  it  in  this 
nigged  journey :  and  accordingly  we  find,  that  we 
are  fo  curionflj  wrought  by  an  all-wife  hand,  with  a 
view  to  this,  that,  in  the  very  compofition  and  tez^i* 
ture  of  our  nature,  there  is  a  remedy  and  provifion 
left  agaiaft  moft  of  the  evils  we  fuffer  ;  we  being  fo 
ordered,  that  the  principle  of  felf-love,  given  us  for 
prefervation,  comes  in  hefe  td  our  aid,  by  opening 
a-  door  of  hope,  and  in  the  worft  emergencies,  flat« 
tering  us  with  a  belief,  that  wp  Ihall  extricate  our« 
felves,  and  lire  to  fee  better  days. 

This  expedation,  though  in  fad  It  no  way  alters 
the  nature  of  the  crofs  accidents  to  which  we  lie 
open,  or  does  at  all  pervert  the  courfe  of  them,  yet 
inipofes  upon  the  fenfe  of  them,  and  like  a  fecret 
fpring  In  a  well  contrived  machine,  though  It  cannot 
prevent,  at  Icaft  It  counterbalances  the  preiTure,  and 
To  bears  up  this  tottering  tender  frame,  under  many 
a  violent  ibock  and  hard  jufiling,  which  other  wife 
would  ^avoidably  overwhelm  it.  Without  fuch  an 
inward  refource,  from  an  inclination,  which  is  na« 
tural  to  man,  to  truft  and  hope  for  redrefs  in  the 
moft  deplorable  conditions,— —-his  ilate  in  this  life 
would  be,  of  all  creatures,  the  moft  miferable. 
When  his  mind  was  either  wrung  with  afflidion,  ot 
his  body  lay  tortured  with  the  gout  orftone,  ■  i  did 
he  think,  that,  in  this  world,  there  ihould  be  no  re- 
fpite  to  his  fotrow  ;-«<:ould  he  believe  the  pains  he 
endured  would  continue  equally  intenfe,*—— .without 
remedy,-— without  intermiffion ;«— with  what  depIor« 
able  lamentation  would  he  languifkout  bis  day^. 

Gi 
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.«Qd'how  fwe<^t>  9is  Job  fays,  would  the  chdsoftk 
valkj  he  toMmJ — But  fo  fad  a  perfuafion^  whatevet 
grounds  there,  majv  be  fometimes  for  it,  fcarce  ever 
j[et&  full  poSeffioD  of  the  mind  of  man,  which,  bj 
nature,  ilruggles  agaiaft  defpair ;  fo  that  whatever 
part  of  us  fuffers,  the  darkeil  mind  inftantly  ulben 
ia  this  relief  to  it,  points  out  to  hope^-r-encourages 
to  build,  though  on  a  fandy  faundation— and  nifa 
an  expc^ation  in  us,  ti^at  things  will  come  to  a  for- 
tunate iflue.— -'And  indeed  It  is  fomething  farprifis; 
to  coniider  the  firange  force  of  this  paflioD ;— whit 

..wonders  it  has  wrou_ght  in  fupporting  men*s  fplAsk 

all  s^es,  and  under  fu«|i  inextricable  difficulties,  ttiat 

thej  have  fometimes  hoped,  as ,  the  apoftle  expfe 

it, r even  agfiinft  hope    ■   ■againft  all  likelihood,  «^ 

have  looked  forwards  with  cpmfprt  under  BusfoitOQC)! 

when  there  bgs  been  little  or  nothing  to  favoac  (uch 

an  expe&ation. 

This  flattering  propenfity  in  us,  which  I  have  hen 

.  reprefented,  as  it  is  built  upon  one  of  -  the  moft  ^ 

<;eitful  of  human  paffions^«r-that  is^.fjslf-love,  whid 

at  fll  times,  inclipes  us  to  think  better  of  ourieht 

and  conditions  than  there  is  ground  for  ;  how  gre 

foever  the  relief  is,  which  a  man  draws  from  it  i 

prefent,.  it  too  often  difappoints  in  the  end,  kavi 

him  .to  go  on  his  way -forrowingxr-inourningy  ast) 

'prophet  fays,  that  his  hope  is  loft.    So  that,  afteri 

in  our  feverer  trials,  we  it  ill  find  a  neceHity  of  cil 

Jng  in  fomething  to  aid  this  principle,  and  dircfi 

fo,  that  it  may  not  wander  with  this  uncertain  t 

pe^atipn  of  what  may  never  be .  accompliibed,  h 

fix  itfclf  upon  a  proper  ob}e£l  of  tqxft  and  rcliac 
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tfiat  IS  able  to  fulfil  our  defires,  to  Iicar  our  cry,  and"* 
to  help    us.      The  pafEdn  of  hop^e,  wfthout   this,- 
though  in  ftraits  a  man  may  fuppo'rt  his  fpirits  for  a  ' 
fime  with  a  general  expedation  of  better  fortune  ; 
^et,  like  a  fliip  toiTed  withouf  a  pilot  upon  a  trouble- 
rome  fea,  ^t  may  float  upon  the  furface  for  a  while,  ' 
but  is  hevery-a-nevcr  liRely  to  be  brought  to  the  haven 
where  it  would  be.     To  accoroplifli  this,Reafon  and 
Religon  are  called  in  at  length, — and  join  with  Na- 
ture in  exhorting  us  to  hope  ;— -but  to  hope  in  GoD,  * 
in  whofe  hands  are  the  iflu'es  of  life  and  death,     ■  ■  ' 
aodwhhout  whofe  knowledge^ and  permii&ony  we 
know  that  not  a  hair  of  our  hekds  can  fall  to  the 
ground.     Strengthened  with  this  anchor  of  hope,  ^ 
^hich  keeps  us' ftedfaft,-i»-^when  the*  rains  defcend, 
3nd  the  floods  c6me  upon  us,?— however  the  forrows 
of  a  man  are  multiplied,  he  bekrs  \ip  bis  head,  looka 
towards  heaven  with  confidence,,  waiting  for  the  fal- 
vation  of  Gob  :  he  then  builds  upon  a  rock,  againft 
which  the  gates  of  hell  cannot  prevail.     He  may  be 
troubled,  it  is  true,   on  every  Ede,  but  fliall  not  be 
iiftreffed,— perplex^rd,  yet  not  in  defpair  :  though 
^e  walks  through  the  valley  of  the  (hadow  of  death, 
even  then  he  fears  no  evil  i — this  rod  and  this  ftafif 
comfort  him. 

The  virtue  of  this  had  been  fufficlently  tried  by 
David,  and  had,  no  doubt,  been  of  ufe  to  him  in 
the  courfe  of  a  life  full  of  affliftions  :  many  of  which 
were  fo  great,  that  he  declares,  that  he  fhould  verily 
J^ave  fainted  under  the  fenfe  and  apprehenfion  of 
them,  but  that  he  believed  to  fee  the  goodnefs  of  the 
Lord  in  the  land  of  the  living.     He  believed  ! — fhow 
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could  he  do  otberwife  ^  he  had  all  the  convidiw 
that  reafon  and  infpiration  could  give  him, — that 
there  was  a  Being,  in  whom  everj  thing  concurred 
which  could  be  the  proper  obje&  of  trull  and  coui- 
dence  ;  power  to  help,  and  goodoefs  always  to  iiv 
cline  him  to  da  it.  He  knew,  this  in&nite  Beiii{, 
though  his  dwelling  was  fo  high — ^that  his  glorj  wu 
above  the  heavenSy--«7et  humbled  himfelf  to  behold 
the  things  that  are  done  in  heaven  and  earth  :— that 
he  was  not  an  idle  and  diftant  fpeftator  of  what  pai- 
fed  there,  but  that  he  was  a  prefent  help  in.  time  o^ 
trouble;—— that  he  bowed  the  hearens,  and  citoc 
dowu  to  overrule  the  courfe  of  things  ;-— dcliwrifl^ 
the  poor  and  him  that  was  in  miferj^  from  hiofiit^ 
'was. too  (hrong  for  him  :-«-«»U£ting  the  fimplec&t^^ 
^his  diftrefs,  and  guarditiig  him  bj  hi^  provideooe,  (o 
that  no  man  (hould  do  him  wrong;.. ,  ■■  that  mi^^ 
the  fun  fhould  fmite  him  by  day,  neither  the  moofii 
by  night.  Of  this  the  pfalmift  had  fuch  cvldeocs 
from  his  oibfervation  on  the  life  of  others,  with  the 
ilrongefl  conviction,  at  the  fame  time,,  which  aloo^ 
life,  full  of  perfonal  deliverances,  could  give;-— ^ 
which  taught  him  the  value  of  the  lefTon  in  the  tcxij 
rom  which  he  had  received  fo  much  encouragctnrtf 
himfelf,-i— that  he  tranfmits  it  for  the  benefit  of  M 
whole  race  of  mankind  after  him,  to  fupport  thcisj 
as  it  had  done  him,  under  the  affli^ions  which  b» 
fel  him. 

TruJ  in  God, as  if  he  had  faid,  Whofoevtfj 

thou  art,  that  ihall  hereafter  fall  into  any  fuch  drai'^ 
or  troubles  as  I  have  experienced,  learn,  by  my^^' 
ample,  where  to  feek  for  fuccour  ;— »«trufi  not  in  pr* 
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Ctts,  nor  in  any  child  of  man,  for  there  is  no  help  in 
them  :  the  fons  of  men,  who  are  of  low  degree,  are 
vanity,  aii4  are  not  able  to  help  thee  ;— *men  of  high 
degree  are  a  lie  ;  too  often  deceive  thy  hopes,  and 
will  not  help  thee :  but  thou^  when  thy  foul  is  in 
hcav4nefs,-turn  thy  ^yes'  from  the  earth,  and  look  up 
towards  heaven,  to  that  in&fiitely  kind  and  powerful 
Beings  who  neither  flambereth  nor  fleepeth  ;  who  i« 
a  pcefent  help  in  tinaie  of  trocrble  : — defpond  not,  and 
tay  wichin  thyfclf,  why  his  chariot  wheels  ft  ay  (o 
loiig,......^and  why  he  voucbfafeth  thee  not  a  fpeedy 

relief^— — *bat  arm  thyfclf,  in  thy.  misfortunes,  with 
patieace  and  fqrcitude  :-H:ruft  in-GoD,  who  fees  all 
thofeobaflfifls  under  which  riiou  laboured  -;  who 

knows  ihy  ncceflities  afar  off,- and  puts  all  thy  tears 
into'hi^  bottle  jr— who  fees  every  careful  thought  and 
penfive  look^— and  hears -every,  figh  and  "melancholy^ 
groan  thou  utterefl. 

In  all  thy  exigencies,  truft  and  depend  on  Him  y 
nor  ever  doubt,  but  he,  who  heareth  the  cry  of  the 
fatherlefs,  and  defendethvthe  caufe  of  the  widow,  if 

it  is  juft,  will  hear  thine,-^ and  either  lighten  thy 

burden,  and  let  thee  go  free,.  or,  which  is  the 
fame,,  if  that  feems  not  meet,  by  adding  ftrength  to 
thy  mind,-  to- enable  thee  to  fuftaip  what  he  has  fuf- 
fered  to  be  laid  upon  thee. 

Whoever  recollefts  the  particular  pfalms  faid  to  be 
compofed  by  this  great  man,  under  the  feveral  di^ 
ftrefifes  and  crofs  accidents  of  his  life,  will  perceive 
the  juftice  of  this  paraphrafe,  "which  is  agreable  to 
the  ftrain  of  reafoning, — which  runs  through,—^ 
which  is  little  elfe  than   a  recollection  of  his  own 
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words  and  tfaoi^hts  upon  thofe  occafions  ;  in  all 
which  he  appears  to  have  been  no  lefs  fignal  in  bii 
afflx6lions,  than  in  his  plety^  and  in  that  goodness  o£ 
foul  which  he  difcovers  under  them.  I  faid,  there. 
fleftions  irpon  his  own  life^  and  providential  efcapes 
which  he  had  experienced,  had  had  a  flialre  in  fons- 
ing  thefe  religious  fentiments  of  truft  in  his  mind, 
which  had  fo  early  taken  root,  that  when  he  was 
going  to  fight  the  Philiftine,  when  he  was- but  a 
youth,  and  flood  btifore  Saul,  he  had  already  learned 
to  argue  in  this  manner: — ^Let  no  man^i  heart W 
him  : — ^thy  fervant  kept  his  father's  flieep,  and  there 
came  a  lion  and  a  bear,  and  took  a  lamb  out  ofibe 
flock,  and  J  went  out  aft0r  him,  and  fmote  him,  ^ 
delivered  it  out  of  his  mouth  ;  and  when  he  «ofe 
againft  me,  I  caught  him  by  the  beard,  ttai  feo^ 
him,  and  flew  himj— i— ^thy  fervant  flew  both  the 
lion  and  the  bear :  and  this  uncircumcifed  PhiEft^Qe 
will  be  as  one  of  them  ;— for  the  Lord,  who  delivered 
xne  out  of  the  paw  of  the  lion,  and  out  of  the  pawot 
the  bear,  he  will  alfo  deliver  me  out  of  his  hand. 

The  conclufion  was  natural  ;  and  the  experience 
which  every  man  has  had  of  God's  former  loving- 
kindnefs  and  proteftion  to  him,  either  in  dangers  or 
diftrefs,  does  unavoidably  engage  him  to  think  in  t^^ 
fame  train.  It  is  obfervabIe,.thatthe  apollle  Sr.Paw 
encouraging  the  Corinthians  to  bear  with  patient* 
the  trials  incident  to  human  nature,  reminds  theme 
the  deliverances  that  God  did  formerly  vouchfafc  t3 
liim  and  his  ftUow-labourers,  Gains  and  Ariftarchus. 
"and  on  that  ground  builds  a  rock  of  encouragemei^' 
for  future  truft  and  dependence  on  him.    His  ^^^ 
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had  been  in  very  great  jeopardy  at  Ephcfus,  where 
he  had  like  to  have  been  brought  out  to  the  theatre, 
to  be  devoured  by  wild  beads,  and,  indeed,  had*no 
human  means  to  avert,  and  confequently  to  efcape 
it;  and  therefore,  he  tells  them,  that' he  had  this 
advantage  by  it,  that  the  more  he  believed  he  (hould 
be  put  to  death,  the  more  he  was  engaged,  by  his 
deliverance,  never  to  depend  on  any  worldly  truft^ 
bat  only  on  Gob,  who  can  refcue  from  the  greatcft 
extremity,  even  from  the  grave,  and  death  itfelf. 
For  we  would  not^  brethren,  fays  he,  have  you  ig* 
norant  of  our  trouble,  which  came  to  us  in  Afia,-~ 
that  we  were  prefled  out  of  meafure,  above  our 
ftrength,  infomuch,  that  we  defpaired  even  of  life  5 
but  we  had  the  fcritence  of  death  in  ourfclves,  that 
we  ibould  not  truft  in  ourfelves,  bui  in  God,  who 
raifeth  the  dead,  who  delivered  us  from  fo  great  a 
deatb^  and  doth  deliver,  and  in  whom  we  truft  that 
he  will  Hill  deliver  us. 

And,  indeed,,  a  Wronger  argument  cannot  be 
brought  for  future  truft,  than  the  remembrance  of 
paft  protedion  ;  for,  what  ground  or  reafon  can  S 
have  to  difiruft  the  kindnefs  of  that  perfon,  who  hae 
always  been  my  friend  and  benefaflor  ? 

On  whom  can  I  better  rely  for  aiBftance  in  the 
day  of  my  diftrefs,  than  on  him  who  flood  by  me  in^ 
all  mine  affliftion^— and  when  I  was  at  the  brink  ofi 
deflrudion^  delivered  me  out  of  all  my  troubles  ! — 
Wo^d  it  not  be  highly  ungrateful,  and  refledl  either 
upon  bis  goodnefs  or  his  fufiiciency,  to  diilrufl  that 
providence^  Vt^hich  ^has  always  bad  a  watchful  eye- 
over  me  P-i-and  vrho,-  according  to  bis  gracious  p»>«- 

G'5 
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mifeSy  will  never  leave  ipe,  nor  forfeke  me ;  .and 

who,  in  all  my  wants,  in  all  my  emergencies,  has 

JKcn  abundantly  more  willing  to  give,  than  I  to  aik 

it  ? — If  the  former  and  the  latter  rain  have  hitherto 

defcended  upon  the  earth  in  due  feafon,  and  feed-time 

and  harveft  have  never  jet  failed  ;— ^whj  fbould  I  fear 

famine,  in  the  land,  or  doubt  but  that  he  whofeedetb 

the  raven,  and  providently  catereth  for  the  fparro«, 

Ihould  likewife  be  my  comfort  ?     How  unlikely  isit 

that  ever  he  fhould  fuffer  his  truth   to  fail?— Tli» 

'train  of  reflexion,    from  the  confidcration  of  p^i 

mercies,  is  fuitable  and  natural  to  all  mankind;  there 

'  being  no  one,  who  by  calling  to  mind   Gon'js  kind- 

neffes,  which  have  been  ever  of  old,  but  will  fee  caufc 

'to  apply  the  argument  to-himfelf. 

And  though,,  in  looking  back,  upon   tlie  events 

which  hav«  befallen  us,,  we. are  apt  to   attribute  too 

much  to  the  arm  of  flefli,  in  recounting  the  roorefuc- 

^cefsf ill  parts  of  them,-^faying,  My  wifdona,  my  parts, 

and  addrefs,  extricated  me  from  this  misfortune  j— 

my  forefightand  penetration  faved  me  from  a  fecondi 

' — my  courage,  and  the  mightinefs  of  my  llrengtb, 

carried  me  through  a  third  :, — however,  we  are  »&■ 

*cuft"oined  to  talk  in  this  manner,  yet,, whoever  cool/ 

fits  down,  and  refiefts  upon  the.  many  accidents  (though 

'very  improperly  called  fo)  which  haye  befallen  himifl 

the  courfe  of  his  life  ;-— when  he  confiders  the  XDan/ 

acnazing  turnfi  in  hi&  favour,— tfometimes  in  theflDOir 

'urtpromifing  cares,-^and  often  brought. about  byib« 

moft  unlikely  caufes ; — when  he  remembers  the  pa& 

ticular  providenccs.which  have  gone  along  withhirH) 
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«^tlie  many  perfonal  deliverances  which  have  preferr- 
ed him— -the  uaaccouatable  manner  in  which  he  has 
been  enabled  to  get  through  difficulties^  which  on  all 
fides  befet  him,  at  one  time  of  his  life  ■  or  the 
ftrength  of  mind  he  found  himfelf  endowed  with^ 
to  encounter  afiiftions,  which  fell  upon  him  at  an- 
other period; where  is  the  man,  I  fay,  who  lookt 

back^  with  the  lead  religious  fenfe,  upon  what  has 
thus  happened  to  him,,  who  could  not  give  you  fuf- 
ficient  proofr  of  God's  power  and  his  arm  over  hiih, 
and  recount  feveral  cafes^  wherein  the  God  of  J&« 
cob  was  his  tielp,  and  the  Holy  One  of  Urael  his 
Redeemer. 

Had  thou  ever  laid  upon  the  bed  of  languilhtngy 
QT  laboured  under  a  grievous  diftemper  which  threat- 
ened thy  life?  CaH  to  mind  thy  for rowful  and  pen* 
£Te  fpirit  at  that  time  i  and  add  to  ir,  who  it  waa 
that  had  mercy  on  thee,-  that  .brought  thee  oat  oi 
darti^efs  and  the  ihadow  of  death,  and  made  all  thjl 
bed  in  thy  fkknefs  ?• 

Hath  the  fcantinefs  of  thy  condition  hurried  thee 
into  great  ftraits  and  difficulties,  and  brought  thee 
almod  to  dillraflion  !  Confider  who  it  was  thaC 
fpread  thy  table  in  that  wilderneft'  of  thought— -who 
it  was  that  made  thy  cup  to  overflow--^ who  added 
a  friend  of  confolation  to  thee,  and  thereby  fpake 
peace  to  thy  troubled  mind.  Haft^  thou  ever  fuf« 
'tained  any  confiderable  damage  in  thy  (lock  or  trade  ? 
Bethink  Chyfelf  who  it  was. that  gave  thee* a  ferene 
and  contented  mind  under  thofe  loQes.  If  thou  haft 
xecQvered^. confider  who  it  was  that  repaired  thofe 
breaches^  when  thy  own  ikill  and  endeavoufs  failed^ 

G6 
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call  to  miod  whofe  providence  bas  blefled  tfaem  Coce 
^^^wbofe  hand  it  wais  that  has  fince  fet  a  hedge  about 
thee,  and  made  all  that  thou  haft  done  to  profper. 
Halt  thou  ever  been  wounded  in  thy  more  tender 
part,  through  the  lofs  of  an  obliging  hnfband?  or 
haft  thou  been  torn  avra  j  from  the  embraces  of  a 
dear  and  promifing  child,  bj  his  unezpe&ed  death  ?— 
O  conlider/ whether  the  GoB  of  truth  did  not  ap- 
prove himfelf  a  father  to  thee,  when  fathcrkfs  - 
or  a  huiband  to  thee  when  a  wtdoW  ^  and  has  eitbet 

given  thee  a  name  better  than  of  fons  and  daugbtera, 

**  •  • 

or,  even  beyond  thy  hope  ■      made  diy  remaioiD^ 

tender  branches  to  grow  up,  tall  and  beauttfiii,  like 

the  cedars  of  Libanus. 

.   Strengthened  by  thefe  coafideratibn«^    fttggefol 

the  fame,  or  like  paft  deliverances,  either  to  thjfdfi 

thy  friends  and  acquaimace  .    ■  ■  thou  wilt  leam  this 

great  lefibn  in  the  text,  ■■» ..  In  all  t^iey  exigencies  and 

dillrefles    i .        to  truft  GoB ;  and  whatever  bcfalU 

thee,  in  the  many  changes  and  chances  of  this  loor- 

ial  life,  to  fpeak  comfort  to  thy  foul^  and  to  bf,  is 

the  words  of  HabaULuk  the  psophet,  with  which  I 

conclude,—— 

.    Although  the  fig«itree  fhall  not  Uofibm,  neither 

/hall  fruit  be  in  the.  viiies  }  although  the  labour  of 

the  olive  fhall  fail^  and  the  fields  fhaU* yield  no  meat; 

jihhough  the  flock  fliall  be  cut  off  from  the  fold,  and 

there  ihall  be  no  herd  in  the  flails  ;.  yet  we  will  te^ 

joice  in  the  {josd,  and  joy  ia  the  Goo  of  oar  lak 

vation. 

To  whom  be  all  h<mouc  and  glory^.  now  aod  fbl 
ever,     jimen. 


i*ii«lM«ia*Via*M**-«>«^H«ii«hMMV^^»a*< 
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ittt  if  a  man  come  prcfumptuoufly  vpon  his  ncighlk)iir,  to  iaj^ 
htm  tfith  goile  ;r— >— t6ou  flialt  cake  him  from  my  altar,  that  h# 

• 

As  die  end.  aiid^  happj  refult  of  Ibdicty  was  out 
anrtval  prote£!ion  from  the  depravaCions  which  ma- 
lice abd  avarice  lay  us  open  ta*— fo  have  the  la^^<^ 
of  GoJ>  laid  pfopartiooaUe   reftraints  againft  fach 
violatioi»  Hd  woulddefe^t  us  of  fueh  » fecurity.    0( 
all  other  attacks  whieh  can  be  made  againft  us       ^' 
that  of  a  man's  Kfe-^which  is  his  aH<*— being  tht- 
greateft-^be  -eftncey  in  God?)  difpenfation  to  th^ 
JewS)  was  denounced  as  the  tnoft  heniooS'— *— and 
represented  as  mo#L  unpardonable.     At  the  hand  oi 
every  xnan'l  brctbef  ^iM  }  require  the  life  of  man.— • 
Whofo  flieddeth  man's  Uood^  by  man  fliall  his^  blood 

be  flied Te  &ali  take  no  fatisfa^lion  fbr  the  life  of 

a  nturdctser )  he  ihall  furely  be  put  to  death— So  ye 
ihaU  not  poUute  the  land  wherein  ye  are — for  blood 

defileth  the  land  ;•. and  the  land  cannot  be  cleanlV 

ad  of  blood  that  i»  fiied  therein,  but  by  the  blood  of 
hiok  that  ilud  it»>— «»-£0r  tbia  rcaf^Mo^  by  the  lawa  o£ 
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all  civilized  nations,  in  all  parts  of  the  globe,  it  has 
been  puniihed  with  death. 

Some  civilized  and  wife  communities  have  fo  far 
incorporated  thefe  feveredifpenfationsinto  their  mu- 
nicipal laws^.  as  to  allow  of  no  diftinftion  betwixt 
mutder  apd  homicide^— —>at  leaftHn  the  penalty;— 
leaving  Che  intentions^  of  the  feveral  parties  concern- 
ed in  ity  to  that  Being  who  knows  the  heart,  and 
will  adjttll  the  differences  of  the  cafe  hereafter.     This 
falls,  no  doubt,,  heavy  upon  particulars  ;  ■    ■■  but  it 
is  urged  for  the  benefit  of  the  whole.  >    It  is  not  the 
bufinc^  of  a  preacher  to  enter  into  aH  exanvination 
of  the  grounds  and  reafons  of  fo  feeming  a  Ibveritjf. 
Where  moft  fevere— thej  hav^  proceeded,  oo 
doubt,  from  an  excefs  of  abhorrence  of  a  crime*-— 
which  is,  of.  all  others,  moft  terrible  and  ihocking 
iaits  own  nature— -and  the  moft  dired  attack  and 
ftrdce  at  focietj  ;■       as  the  fecurity  of  a  maa*^  life 
was  the  firft  protedton  of  fociety — the  ground- work 
of  all  the  other  bleifings  to  be  defired  from  fuch  a 
eompad.     Thefts,«-oppreffions,— — exadions,    and 
violences  of  that  kind^.cut  off  the  branches  ; 


thb  fmote  theroot :— all  periibed  with  it;-~the 
injury  irreparable— No  after*ad  could  make  amends 
for  it.  What  recompenfe  can  he  give  to  a  man  in 
exchange  for  his  life  ?  ■■  What  fatisfadioo  to 
the  widow,— the  fiithcrlefs,  ■  to  the  ftmily,— the 
friends,r-the  relations,*^— ^ut  off  from  his  proteftion^ 
■  and  rendered,   perhapS|c  deftitutCy  ■    ■  perhaps 

miferable  for  ever  ?       

Nd  wonder,  that,  bj  the  law  of  nature,  this  crime 
was:  alwajs  purfued  vfith  the  moft  extreme  YG»r 


geance  ;  which  made  the  barbarians-  to  judge,  when 
tbej  faw  St.  Paal  upon  the  point  of  dying  a  fuddea 
and  terrifying  deaths  ■  ■  .■  No  doubt  this  man  is  a 
murderer— —>vho,,  though  he  hath  efcaped  the  fea^ 
j€t  vengeance  fufiereth  not  to  live* 

The  cenfure  there  was  rafh  and  uncharitable:^ 
But  the  honeft  deteflation  of  the  crime  was  uppeiw 
moll.  They  faw  a  dreadful  punifliment— they 
thought;  and  in  feeing  the  one,  they  fufpe& 

ed  the  other.  And  the  vengeance  which  had  over* 
taken  the  holy  man^^was^  meapt  by  them  the  venr 
geance  and  punifhment  of  the  Almighty  Being, 
whofe  providence  and  honour  was  concerned  in  pur^- 
fuing  him, ^froQ)  the,  place  he  had  fled  from,  to  that 
ifland*. 

The.  honour  and  authorityr  of  God  is  mod  evi» 
dently  flruck  at,  moft  certainly,  in  every  fuch  crime, 
—and  therefore  he  would  purfue  it ;  it  being 
the  reafon,.  in  the,  ninth  of  Genefis,  upon  which  the 
prohibition  of  murder  is  grounded ;  ■  ■  ■  for  in  the 

image  of  GoD  created  he  m^n ; *as  if  to  attem^ 

the  life  of  a  man  had  fomething.  in  it  peculiarly  da&i 
ing  and  audacious  { — not  only  ihocking  as  to  its  con« 
fequence  above  all  other  crimes  ■  ■  but  of  perfon^ 
violence  and  Indignity  againft  God,  the  author  of 
our  life  and  death.  That  it  is  the  higheft  aA^of  ini- 
jiifticc  to  man,  and  which  will  admit  of  no  compen. 
fation  I  have  faid.—-— *But  the  depriving  a  man 
of  life,  does  not  comprehend  the  whole  of  his  fuSer#. 
ihg  ; — ^he  niay  be  cut  off  in  an  unprovided  or  di^br** 
dered  condition,  wjth  regard  to  the  great  account  be- 
twixt himfelf  and  his  Makex.    Be  ma^  be  under  tbe 
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power  of  irregular  paffions  and  defires.  The  beft  of 
men  are  not  always  upon  their  guard.— And  1  am 
fare  we  have  all  reafon  to  join  in  that  aSeding  part 
of  our  Litany,— *That,  amongll  other  evils— God 
would  ^deliver  us  from  fudden  death  ;— that  we  ma/ 
have  fotnt  foreiight  of  that  period,  to  compofe  onr 
fpiritSy-^prepare  our  accoonts, — and  put  ourfelves  ia 
the  bed  pofture  we  can-  to  meet  it  f.  for,,  af^er  weirt 
iDoft  prepared,— —it  is  a  terror  to  human  nature. 

The  people  of  fome  nations  are  faid  to  have  a  pe- 
tuliar  art  in  poifoning  bj  flow  and  gradual  advaoas. 
In  this  cafe— however  horrid — it  favours  of  mercy 
with  regard*  to  our  fpiritual  date  ;-— >for  the  feofiUe 
decays  of  nature,  which  a.  fufferer*  muft  feel  wichia 
him,  from  the  fecret  workings _of  the  horrid  dnij, 
give  warning,  and  fhow  that  mercy,  which  the 
bloody  hand  that  comes  upon  his  neighbour  fudden- 
ly,  and  flays  him  with  guile,— has  denied  him.  It 
may  ferve  tO'  admonifli  him.of  the  duty  of  repentance, 
tnd  to  make  his  peace  with  Geo,  whilft  be  had  time 
-and  opportunity.  The  fpeedy  execution  of  juflice, 
which,  as  our  laws  now  fland,.  and  which  were  in- 
tended for  that  eod^  muft  ftrike  the  greater  terror 
upon  that  account.— Short  as  the  interval  between 
ientence  and  death  is,,  it  is^  long,  Compared  to  the 
«afe  of  the  mardered.— •Thou  allowedfl  the  mas 
no  time,  faid  the  judge  to  a  late  criminal,  in  a 
WloU  a£Eeding  manner  ;  ■  thou  allowed^  him  not 
a  moment  to  prepare  for  eternity  ;■  .  and,  to  one 
who  thinks  at  all,  it  k,,  of  all  refle£lions  and  felf^ac- 
cufations,  the  moil  heavy  and  unfurmountable— -^ 
Xhar^  bj  the- hand  of  violence^  a  man  in  a  pcrfcft 


SEKMOK  XXXT»  a6t 

flate  of  healthy  whilft  he  walks  out  fn  perfedfecun- 
ty,  as  he  thinks  with  his  friends^-^perhaps  whilft  he 
is  ileeping  fotindljtb  be  hurried  out  of  the  world 
bj  the  aflai&n,-^bj  a  fudden  ilroke  to  find  hiiufelf  at 
the  bkj^  of  Gob's  jpuflice,  without  notice  and  prep»- 
jration  for  his  triad  ■      it  is  moft  horrible  T 

Though  he  be  resQljr  a  good  nian  (and  it  is  to  be 
hoped  Gol>  makes  merciful  afiowances  in  fuch  cafes^ 
— ^jret,  it  is  a  terriff ing  confideratton  at  the  beft  ;•— 
and  as  the  mjurj  is  greater,  ■  ■  » thefe  arte  alfo  ytiy 
aggravating  circumfiances  relating  to  the  perfon  who- 
commits  this  ad  :.^—^As  when  it  i»  the  effi^d*,  ndt 
of  i  rafli  and  fudden  paffion,  which  fometimes  dU^ 
orders  and  confounds  reafon  for  a  moment,-^but  o£ 
a  ddibcrate  and  propenfe  defign  or  malice  ;-~whet> 
the  fiin  liot  only  goes  down,  but  rifes  upon  his  wrath  ; 
—i^^when  he  fleeps  not  **  till  he  has.  ftrock  the: 
ftpoke  ;•«— ^wfaen,  after  he  has  had  time  and  leifure 
to  r^blled  htmfelf,  vand  confider  what  he  is  go* 
ing  to  do  i  "'^'  'when^  idFter  all  the  checks  of  con^ 
fctence,— ..^tjie'ftirnggles  of  hnmanitj,**^*— the  recoil, 
ings  of  his  own  blood,  at  the  thoughts  of  fliedding: 
another  man'ky-iii— Ihe  ibali  perfift  ftill,«*-*^and  re- 
folve  to  do  it.— Merciful  Got) !  protcft  us.  ■ 
from  doing  or  fu&riog  fuch  evils.  Bttfied  be  thy 
name  and  proTidence,  which  feldom  or  ever  fuffcfts 
it  to  efcape  with  impunity .-^In  vain  does  the  guilty 
flatter  hhnfelf  with  hopes  of  fccrecy  or  impunity  ;*-. 
the  eye  of  GoD  is  always  upon  him.— —Whither  can 
he  fly  from  his  prefence  ;— By  the  immcnfity  of  his 
natore,  he  is  pfcfent  in  all  places  ;-*by  the  infinity 
of  it,  to.  ail  times  :— — -by  his  omnifciencc,  to  aU 


tfiooghcs,  words,  aad  a£tk>ns  of  men.  By  an  en!« 
phatical  phrafe  in  Scripture^  the  Mood  of  the  inno- 
cent is  faid  to  cfjr  to  Heairen  from  the  ground  for 

Tengeance  ; t      .and  it  was  foi^this  reaibn,  that  be 

.alight  be  brought  to  juftk;e,.-^thfat  he  was  debsirred 
the  benefit  of  aoj  afjrlum>  and-the  cities  of  refuge. 
««-For  the  elders  o£4iis  city  (hall  {end' and  fetch  him 
thence,  and  ddiver  himintii  the  hand  of  ^le  areng^ 
of  blood^-p-and^their  eye  fl^allnot  pity  hiin*  - 

The  text  iajs,— t-'iDiou^ibik  take  hini  from  my  ciW 
tar  ths^t  he  may  die.     It  bad  been  a  very  ancient  im»> 
gination,  that^^fof  men  guilty  of  this,  and  other  hor- 
xid  crlniesi  a  place  held  facred,  as  dedicated  to  Gbi, 
wa§  a  refuge  and  pr-otediba  to- them  frwn  the  hiwis 
of  j^v^ftioe.     The  law  of  God  cuts  the  traofgrefior  oS 
from  ^U  deluf^e  hopes  of^  this  kind  v^-^^nd  I  think 
the  Ropaifh  church  has  very  little  to  botfil;o^  in  the 
fanduaries  which  ihe  leaves  open  for  this,  and  other 
crimes   and    irreglaarities  ;-»^Candtuarie8    which  are 
often  the  firft- temptations  to  wicJ^ednefs,  and"tber^ 
fore,  bring  the  greater  fcandal  ai^d  di&onour  to  Ler 
tliat  authorifes  their-pretenfions. 

Every  obftruSion  of  the  courfe  of  jufticc^-— -is  a 
door  opened,  to  betray  fociety,,and  bereave  u«of  thofc 
Helfiogs  which  it  has  in  view.  To  ftand  up  for  the 
privileges  of  fuch  places,  -is  to  invite  men  to  fin  widi 
a  bribe  of  impunity.  It  is  a  ftwuige  way  of  doing 
honour  to- God,-  to  {ereen  anions  which  are  adif^ 
grace  to  humanity. - 

What  Scripture,  and  all  civilized  nfttioa»,  teacfa 
eoncernii^  the  crime  of  taking  away  afic»ther  man'a 
life^^^is  applicable  to  the  wickednefs  of  a  man's  at^- 
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tesoptmg  to  bi^reave  himfelf  of  his  own.  He  has  no 
more  right  orei  it— «than.over  that  of  others  ;  and^ 
whatever  falfe  glofles  have  been  put  upon  it  bj  men 
of  ba^  h«ad$  pr  bad  heartsy.?-— «it  is  at  the  bottom  a 
com  plication  of  cowardice,  and  wiekednefsi  and 
weaknefa  i^s.  one  of  ttie  fataleft  miftakes  defpera- 
lion  can  huxrj  a  man  into  ;-— — inconfiftenc  with  &U 
the  reafoning  and  religion  in  the  world,  and  irrecon* 
citable  with  that  patience  under  afflidious*^*-that 
reiignation  and  fubmiifion^to  the  will  of  Gob  in  all 
flraits^  which  is  required  of  us.  But  if  our  calami- 
ties are  broughtupon  ourfelves  bj  a  man's  own  wick* 
cdnefs  n  ftillhashe  lels  to  urge;  ■  lead  reafon 
has  he  to  renounce  the  proteftion.  of.  Gos-*— -when 
be  mod  flands  in  need  of.it,.  and  of  his  mercj.. 

But  as  I  intend  the  fubjeft  of  felf-murder  for  mjr 
difcourfe  next  Sundaj^^-^I  ihall  not  anticipate  what 
1  haye  to  fajj-^-but  proceed  to  confider  fome  other 
cafesy  in  which  the  law  relating  to  the  life  of  oar 
neighbour  is-  tranfgreded  in  different  degrees  ;  all 
which  are  gencrallj  fpoken  of  under  the  fubjeft  of 
murderer— anil  confidered  by  the  beft  cafuifts  as  a 
fpecies  of  the  fame^  and  in  juilice  to  the  fubjed, 
cannot  be  pa&d  here.-——        * 

St.  John  ikySy  Whofoevcr  hateth  his  brother,  is  a 
murderer  ;--i^it  is  the  firil  flep  to  this  fin  :.— and  our 
Saviour,  in-  his  fcrmon  upon  the  Mount,,  has  ex- 
plained ifi  how  manj  (lighter  and  unfufpe^ed  wajs 
and  degrees, — the  command  in  the  la w,-^ Thou  flialt 
do  no  murder,,  maj  be  oppofed,  if  not  broken.  All 
real  mifchiefs  and  injuries  maliciouflj  broughtupon 
a  mao^,  to  the  forraw  and  diilurbance  of  his  miud^**- 
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cattog  out  the  cbinfort  of  his  life,  and  (hortening 
his  dzjs, — ^are  this  fin  in  difgulfe  ; — and  the  grounds 
of  the  Scripture  expreiBng  it  withfach  feverity,  is— 
that  the  beginnings  of  wrath  and  malicey-i^n  event, 
often  extends  to  fuch  great  and  unfortfeen  effefts,  as 
were  we  foretold  them,  we  (hould  give  fo  little  cre- 
dit to^as  tafay,— Is  thy  fervant  a  dog,  that  he  (hould 
do-  this  thing  ^-ii^nd  though  thefe  beginnings  do  oot 
neceffarily  produce  the  worft^  (God  forbid  tbcy 
flioUld),  ytt  they  cannot  be  comihttted  without  thefc 
«vil  feeds  are  firft  fowa  ;^^zs  Cain's  caufelefs  anger 
(as  Dr.  Clarke  obfervcs)  agaiuft  his  brother, — to 
which  the  apoftle  alludes,— ended  m  taking  awajbi^ 
Bfe; — and  the  bed  inftrudors  teach  us,  that,  to 
avoid  a  fin,*  we  mult  avoid "^he  fteps  and  tcmpti- 
lions  which  lead  to  it. 

This  Ihould  warn  us  to  free  our  min&  from  all 
tinfture  of  avarice  and  d,efire  after  what  is  another 
man's.  It -operates  the  fame  way, — ^and  has  tcrmi' 
nated  too  oft  in  the  fame  crime*  And  it  is  the  great 
excellency  of  the  Ghriftian  religion,— ^ — that  it  has  an 
eye  to  this,  in  the  ftrefs  laid  upon  tl^e  firft  fpringsof 
evils  in  the  heart ';  rendering  us  accountable,  not  only 
for  our  words,, — but  the  thoughts  themfelves, — ifi^o' 
checked  in  time,  but  fuffered  to  proceed  farther  than 
the  firft  motions  of  concupifcence. 

Ye  have  heard,  therefore,  fays  our  SavioUA,  that 
it  waa  feid  by  them  of  old  time, — Thou  (halt  not 
kill ;— bat  I  fay  unto  you, — Whofoever  is  angry  wii^ 
his  brother  without  a  caufe,  (hall  be  in  danger  of  the 

judgment ; and  whofoever  fliaU  fay  to  his  brother 

Raca,-*— fhall  be  in  danger  of  the  council  j^hot 
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whofocver-fliall  fyj,  <*  Thou  fool,  •'— -fliall  be  10  dan- 
ger of  hel|.fire.     The  inteirpretatlDn.of  which,  I  fhaU 
give  you  in  the  words  of  the  great  fcripti^rift,  Du 
Clarke,— —and  is  as  follows  :  That  the  three  grada* 
tions  of  crimes  are  an  illufion  to  the  three  different 
degrees  of  punilhment,  in  the  three  courts  of  judica* 
ture  amongft  the  Jews.    Andour  Saviour's  meaning 
was,-R-That  every  degree  of  fin,  from  its  firft  coa» 
ception  to  its  outrageyrr-cvery  degree,  of  m^ice  and 
.hatred,«*-ihall  receii^e  from /God  a  puniihment  pro* 
portionable  to  its  offence.     Whereas^  the  old.  |aw, 
according  to  the, Jewiih  interpretatioOj  extended  not 
to  thefe  things  at  ally— forbade  only  ^uirder  and  out* 
ward  injuries.     Whofoever  fhall  (ay<,  **  Thou  fool,** 
•  (hall*  be  in  danger  of  >helUfire,i^-The  fenfe  of  wJiich 
is  not,  that,  in  the  ftriS:  and  literal  acceptation,  every 
rafii  and  pafHonate  expreflion  fliall  be  poniflied  with 
eternal  damnation  i—^for  who  then  would  be  faved).^ 
—but  that  at  the  exad  account  in  the  judgment  of 
the  great  day,  every  fecret  thought  and  intent  ^f  the 
hw<i>t  (hall  have  its  jttft  eftimation  and  weight,  in.  th# 
degrees  of  ^pmiiihment   which  fliall  be  affigned  pOh 
every  one  in  his  final  ftate. ' 

There  is  another  fpecies  of  this  crime,  which' is 
feldem  taken  notice  of  in  difcourfes  upon  this  fubjeA^ 
and  yet  can, be  reduced  to,  no  other ;  dafs-:  ■  m  And 
that  is,  .where  tbelife  of  our  neighbour  isihortened^ 
.  ■  >  .Ji-and  oft^i  taken  away,  as  direSly  as  by  a  wea* 
poB,  by  the  empirical  iale  of  uoftrun^s  and  i^uack 
medi;:ines,— which  ignorance  and  avarice  blend.««pi» 
The  loud  tongue  of  ignorance  impudenily  prbmifes 
^iQUcby-^and  the  ear  of  the  fick  is  open.    And  aa 
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many  of  thefe  pretenders  deal  in  edge-tools,        too 
manj,  I  fear,  perifli  with  the  mifapplication  of  them* 
So  great  are  the  difficulties  of  tracing  out  the  hid- 
den caafes  of  the  evils  to  which  this  frame  of  otrrs  is 
(bbjed,— that  the  mod  candid  of  the  profeflion  have 
ever  allowed  and  lamented  how  unavoidablj  they  are 
in  the  dark.     So  that  the  beft  ftaedicines,  adminiftered 
with  the  wifeft  heads, — ^fhall  often  do  the  mifchief 
they  were  intended  to  prevent.— -Thefe  are  mH*- 
fortunes    to  which    we  arefubjeft  in  this  ftate  of 
darknefs  :-— but  when  men,  without  ilull|— without 
education,— .^rwithout  knowledge  either  of  the  dif- 
temper,  or  even  of  what  they  fell,«-nnake  merchaa- 
dife  of  the  mirerable,— and  from  a  diflioneft  princi- 
ple—itrifle  with  the  pains  of  the  unfortunate,— —too 
often  with  their  lives,-— and  from  the  mere  motive  of 
a  difiioneft  gain  ;— every  fuch  inTtance  of  a  perfim 
bereft  of  life  by  the  hand  of  ignorance,  can  be  con* 
fidered  in  no  other  light  than  a  branch  of  the  fame 
toot.— It  is  murder  in  the  true  fenfe  ;  which;  though 
aot  cognizable  by  our  laws— by  the  laws  «f  rigb^ 
^very  man's  oWa  mind  and  confcience  -moft  appear 
equally  black  and  deteftable.. 

•  In  doing  what   is    wrong,— we  ftand  chargeable 
with  all  the  bad  confequences  which  artfe  from  the 

aAioUp  whether  forefeen  or  not«  And  as  the  priaci« 
'pal  view  of  the  empiric,  in  thofe  cafes,  is  not  what 
he  always  pretends— i-the  good  of  the  public,— -but 
tlie  good  of  himfelf,  it  makes  the  aftion  what  it 
is. 

:   Under  this  head,  it  may  not  be  improper  to  coi»- 
prehead  all  adulterations. of  medicines,  wilfiiUy  made 
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worfe  tbrongfa  avs^ice.  If  a  life  is  loft  by  fuch  wil- 
ful  audlterationSy-— and  it  may  be  affirmed,  that  in 
many  critical  turns  of  an  acute  diAemper,  there  is 
but  a  iingle  ,eaft  .left  for  tfie  patient««»the  trial  and 
chance  of  a  fiingle  drug  in  his  behalf ;— and  if  that  has 
wilfuUy  been  adulterated,  and  wilfully  defpoiled  of 
its  befl  virti^Sy^^what  will  the  vender  :anfwer  ?' 

May  Goo  grant  we  mpiy  all  anfwer  well  for  our- 
/elves,  thT^t  we  may  be. finally  bapj^y,    ^(imtt. 
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San£Hty  of  the  Ajpoftles. 


MATTBBW  XI.-  6. 

Blefled  is  he  thmt  dull  not  be  <»fiended  in 

m 

\i  HE  general  prejudices  of  the  Jewiih  nation  coo* 
cerning  therojal  ftate  aod -condition  of  the  Savioia 
who  was  to  coin^  into  the  world^^—was  a  fione  of 
ilumblihg,  and  a  rock  of  offence  io  the  greateft  part 
of  that  unhappy  and  preppflefl«d  people,  when  the 
{iromife  was  aduallj  £alfil1'*d.«^Whether  it  was  al- 
together the  traditions  of  their  fathers^  or  that 
the  rapturous  ezpreflions  of  their  prophets,  which 
fcprefented  the  Messiah's  fpiritual  kingdom  in  fuch 
extent  of  .power  and  dominion^  jnifled  them  into  it, 
-or,  that  their  own  ^rnal  expeftations  tamed 
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wilful  interpreters  ugon  them,  inclining  them  t» 
look  for  nothing  but  the  wealth  and  worldlj  graop 
deur  which  were  to  be  acquired  under  their  deliverer ; 
i.^whether  thefe-^-or  that  the  fyflem  of  tempont 
bleffings  helped  to  cheriih  them  in  this  grofs  and 
covetottf  expeftation^  ■    ■»  it  was  one  ot  the  great 
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•aafes  for  the  rcjefting  him. "  ThU  fellow,  wc 

**  know  not  whence  he  is,"— was  the  popular  cry  of 
one  part ;  and  thej  who  feemed  to  know  whence 
he  wfLS,  fcornfuUj  turned  it  againft  him  bj  the  re- 
peated querjy-—— Is  not  t}iis  the  carpenter^  the  fon 
of  Marjy  the  brother  of  James  and  Jofes,  and  of 
Juda  and  Simeon  ?— -and  are  not  his  iifters  here 
ivith  us  ?  And  they  were  offended  at  him.-— So 
that,  though  he  was  prepared  hj  God  to  be  the 
gloiy  of  his  people  Ifrael,  yet  the  circumHances  of 
humility^  in  which  he  was  manifelled,  were  thought 
a  fcaodal  to  them.-^trange  !-— that  he  who  was 
bom  their  king,-— fhould  be  born  of  no  other  virgin 
than  Mary— the  meaneft  of  their  people,— for  he 
hath  regarded  the  low  eftate  of  his  handmaiden  s— 
and  of  one  of  the  poorefl  too,— for  (he  had  not  a 
lamb  to  offer,-— —but  was  purified,  as  Mofes'  direft- 
ed  in  fiich  a  cafe^  by  the  oblation  (^  a  turtle  dovr  ;— « 
that  the  Saviour  o£  their  nation,  whom  they  ezped- 
ed  to  be,  ufliered  amidft  them  with  all  the  enfigns 
and  apparatus  of  royalty,  (hould  be  brought  forth  in 
a  ftable,  and  anfwerable  to  diftrefs  i — fubje^ed  all 
his  life  to  the  loweft  conditions  of  humility  i — that 
whilft  he  lived,  he  (hould  not  have^a  hole  to  put  his 
head  in,  ^or  his  corpfe  in  when  he  died,— but  his 
grave,  too,  muft  be  the  gift  of  charity :— Thefe 
were  thwarting  conliderations  to  tbofe  who  waited 
for  the  redemption  of  Ifrael,  and  looked  for  it  in  no 
other  Cbape,  than  the  accompliihment  of  thofe  golden 
dreams  of  temporal  power  and  fovereignty  which 
had  filled  their  imaginations.  The  ideas  were  not 
to  be  reconciled?  and  fo  infuperablc  an  obflacle  was 
ybl.  VI.  H 


1^7  e  «£EMON  J^ZXVI. 

the  prejudice  on  one  fide,  to  their  belief  on  the 
other, — that  it  literally  fell  out,  as  Simeon  prophe- 
tically declared  of  the  Messiah,  that  he  was  fet 
forth  for  tht  Jaff,  as  well  as  the  rifing  agaid  of 
many  in  Hrael.  * 

This,  though  it  was  the  caufe  of  their  infidelity, 
was  however  no  excufc  for  it.     For,  whatever  their 
mifiakes  were,  the  miracles  which  were  wrought  in 
contradiction    to  them,  brought  copviSion  enougii, 
to  leave  them  without  excufe  ; — find  befides,  it  was 
natural  for  them  to  liaye  concluded,  had  their  pns 
poiTeiGons  given  them  leave, — that,  he,  who  fed  fire 
thoufand  with  five  loaves  and  two   fiflies,  could  ooc 
want  power  to  be  great ;   ■      and    therefore  needed 
not  to  appear  in  the  condition  of  poverty  and  meu« 
nefs,  had  it  not,  on  other  fc ores,  been  more  need- 
ful to  confront  the  pride  and  vanity  of  the  world,— 
and  to  (how  his  followers  what  the  temper  of  Chri- 
ftianity  was,  by  the  temper  of  its  firft  inftitutor;--' 
who,  though  they  were  offered,  and  he  could  have 
conomandcd  them,-^defpifed  the  glories  of  the  world, 
■  took  upon  him  the    f9rm  of  a  fervant ; — and, 
though  equal  with  GpD,— -yet  inade  himfiplf  of  no 
reputation,— -that   he    might  fettle,   and  be  the  ex- 
ample of  fo  holy  and  h unable  a  religion,  and  there- 
by convince  his  difciples  for  ever',  that  neither  his 
kingdom,   nor  their  happinefs,    were  to  be  of  this 
world.     Thus  the  Jews  nught  have  eafily  argued  ;— 
but, when  there  was  riothing  but  reafon  to  do  it  with 
on  one  fide,  and  flrong  prejudices,  backed  with  ii> 

tereft,  to  maintain  the  difpute  upon  the  other^ we 

do  not  find  the  point  is  always  fo  eafily  det;prmincd« 
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Although  the  puritj  of  our  Saviour^s  dodrme,  and 
the  mightj  works  he  wrought  in  its  fupport^  were 
demonftratively  ftrongcr  arguments  for  his  divinity, 
than  the  nnrefpeded  lowlinefs  of  his  condition  could 
be  againll  it— jet  the  prejudice  continued  flrong^ 

thej-   had  been   accuftomed  to  temporal   pro- 

mifes  J  — — fo  bribed  to  do  their  duty, — they  could 
not  endure  to  think  of  a  religion  that  would  not 
promife  as  much  as  Mofes  did  to  fill  their  baiket, 
and  fet  them  high  above  all  nations; — a  religion 
wbofe  appearance  was  not  great  and  fplendid 
but  looked  thin  and  meagre, — and  whofe  principles 
and  promifes,  like  tbe  curfes  of  their  law — called 
for  fufferings,  and  promifed  perfecutions. 

If  we  take  this  key  along  with  \is  through  the 
New  Teftamcnt,  it  will  let  us  into  the  fpirit  and 
meaning  of  many  of  our  Saviour's  replies  in  his  con- 
ferences with  his  difciples,  and  others  of  the  Jews^ 
— — fo  particularly  in  this  place,  Matth.  vi.  when 
John  had  fent  two  of  his  difciples  to  inquire.  Whe- 
ther it  was  he  that  ihould  come,  or  that  they  were 
to  look  for  another  ? — X)ur  ISaviour,  with  a  parti • 
cular  eye  to  this  prejudice,  and  the  general  fcandal 
he  knew  had  rifen  againft  his  religion,  upon  this 
worldly  account,— —after  a  recital  to  the  meflen- 
rers  of  the  many  miracles  he  had  wrought ;  as  that 
-the  blind  received  their  fight, — the  lame  walk- 
ed,—>*the  lepers  were  cleanfed,-— the  dead  raifed  ;— « 
ill  iwhieh  characters,  with  their  benevolent  ends, 
iully  demonflrated  him  to  l>e  the  Meiliah  that  was 
irocnifed  them  ;  he  cldfes  up  his  anfwer  to  them, 
nvUti  the  words  of  the  text,-rAnd  blefied  is  he  that 
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fhall  not   be   offended  in  me^-«blefled  is  the  maa 
whofe  upright  and  honed  heart  will  not  be  blinded 
bj  worldly  confiderattons,    or  hearken  to  his  lufts 
and  prepoffieilions  ia  a  trath  4>f  this  momenta     The 
like  beoedidtton  is  recorded  in  the  7th   chapter  of 
St.  Luke,  and  in  the  6th  of  St.  John  ^..^-when  Peter 
broke  out  in  that  warm  confeifion  of  their  belie£-« 
Xiord^  we  bdlieve^^^we  are  fure  that  thou  art  Chrifi, 
the  Sob  of  the  living  Goo«   ■     l^e  lame  benedic- 
tion is  uU^red,:*— though  couched  in  different  wof^ 
*— BleiTed  art  thou,  Simon  Barjona ;— ^or  flefli  and 
-blood  hath  not  revealed  i^  but  m;  Father  whidi  is 
itk  heaven.    Flefli  and  blood,— —^he  natural  wtlrfc* 
jngs  of  this  carnal  defire,— -the  luftand  loire  of  the 
world,  have  had  no  hand  in^his  conviAionof  thine  *, 
but  my  Father,  and  the  woiks  which  I  have  wrought 
in  his  name,-c^in  vindication  of  this  faith^  have  eftsu 
blilbed  thee  in  it,  againft  wbich  the  gates   of  hdl 
.ihall  not  prevail .  ..    >. 

This  umverfal  ruliag  principle^  and  almofl  invin^ 
^Ible  attachment  to  the  inter^fts  and  ^ries  of  the 
world^  vshich  we  fee  firft  made  fo  powexfal  a  fland 
againft  the  belief  of  Chriftianitj,r«^has  xontinned  to 
have  as  ill  an  efieft,  at  leafc,  upon  the  praftice  of  it 
ever  fince  ; — .and  therefore^  there  is  no  one  point  of 
wiOoro  that  is  of  nearer  knportanca  to  Vfj-  ■  ■  thin 
to  purify  this  grofs  appetite,  and  reftrafn  it  wilhia 
bounds,  bj  lowering  our  high  conceit  of  the  thii^ 
of  this  life,  and  our  concern  for  thofe  advantages 
which  mifled  the  Jews^  -To  judge  juftlj  of  tiis 
world — we  muft  ftand  at  a  due  diftance  from  it ; 
^rr-ir- which  will  diftjover  to  us  tl\c  vani^  of  iu  ricbes 
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mid  honours,  in  fuch  true  dimenfions,  as  will  engage 
us  to  behave  oorfelyes  towards  thenvwilh  modera- 
tion.     Xhis  is  dl  fhat  is  wanting  to  make  us  wife 
and  good ;       .■  that  we  maj"  be  left  to  the  full  in« 
fluence  of  religion  ;     ■■  'to  which  Chriftianity  fo  far 
conduces^  that  it  is  the  great  bleffing,  the  peculiar 
advantage  we  enjoy  tinder    its  inftitution,— that  it 
affords  us  not  only  the  moft   excellent  precepts  of 
this  kind^  bnt  alfo  it  fliows  us  thofe  precepts  con- 
firmed  by  moft  excellent  examples.— ^^-^A  heathen- 
phil«^opher  may  talk  very  elegantly  about  defpifing 
the  worlds  and,  like  Seneca,  may  prefcribe  very  in« 
genious  rules,  to  teach  us  an  art  he  never  exercifed 
himfelf  :-^— >*for,  all  the  while  he   was  writing  in 
praife    of  poverty,  he  was  enjoying  a  great  eftate 
and  endeavouring  to  make  it  greater.      But  if  ever 
we  hope  to  rcdBce  thofe  rules   to  praAice,  it  muft 
be  by  the  help  of  religion.P—If  we  would  find  men, 
who,  by  their  lives,  bore  witnefs  to  their  doflrines, 
we  muft  look  for  them  amongft  the  afts  and  monu- 
ments of  our  church,— amongft  the  firft  followers  of 
their  crucified  Mafter ;  who  fpoke  with  authority, 
becaufe  they  fpoke  experimentally,^  and  took  care  to 
make  their  words  good,       ■  by  defpifing  the  world, 
and  voluntarily  accomiting  all  things  in  it  lofs,  that 
thoj  might  win  Chrift, — --0  holy  and  blelFed  apof- 
tlcs  !— bleffcd    were    ye  indeed ,-«-«for   ye  conferred 
TU>t  with  flefli  and  blood,— ^— for  ye  were  not  offend- 
ed in  him  through  any  confiderations  of  this  world; 
■  ye  conferred  not  with  flefh  and  blood,  neither 
xvith  its    fnares    and   temptations.-^— -Neither    the 
pleafures   of  life,    or   the   pains  of  deatb^  laid  hold 
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upoQ  your  faith,  to  make  jrou  fall  from  him— -Ye 
had  jour  prejudices  of  worldly  graodeur,  in  com- 
mon with  the  reft  of  your  nation  i — law,,  like  them, 

your  cxpcftations  blafted  ; ^butye  gave  them  op, 

as  men  governed  by  reafon  and  truth. — As  yc  fur- 
rendered  all  yonr  hopes  in  this,  world  to  your  faltb, 
with  fortitude,~fo  did  yc  meet  the  terrors   of  the 
world  with  the  fame  temper.— —Neither  the  frowos 
and  difcountenance  of  the  civil  powers, — ^neither  tn- 
bulation  or  diftrefs,  or    pcrfecution,— ^or    cold,— ^^r 
nakednefs,<-^r  famine, — or  the  fword,  could  (epa* 
rate  you  from  the  love  of  Ghrift.  ■  .■      Ye  took  ap 
your  croffes  cheerfully,,  and  followed  him  ;— follow- 
ed  the  fame  rugged  way — trod  the  wine-prefs  a&r 
him  ;—— voluntarily  fubmitting  yourfelves  to  po» 
verty,— to  punifhment, — to  the  fcorn  and  the   re- 
proaches of  the  world,  which  ye  knew  were  to  be 
the  portion  of  all  of  you  who  engaged  in  preaching 
a  myftery,  fo  fpoken  againft  by  the  world,  fo  un- 
palatable to  all  its  palfions  and  pleafures,— — — and  fo 
irreconcileable  to  the  pride  of  human  reafon.     So 
that  ye  were,  as  one  of  ye  e^cpreffed,  and  all  of  ye 
experimentally  found,  though  ye  were  made  as  the 
filth  of  the  world,  and  the  ofT-fcouring  of  all  thing i, 

upon  this  account  j ^yct  ye  went  on  as  z^ealouilj 

as  ye  (et  out.— Ye  were  not  offended,  nor  afliamed 
of  the  gofpel  of  Ghrift  ;■-  wherefore  fliould  ye  ?— 
The  impoftor  ai^d  hypocrite  might  have  been  aiham- 
ed  i — the  guilty  would  have  found  caufe  for  it  y«— ye 
had  no  caufe,-— ^though  ye  had  temptation.  Yc 
preached  but  what  ye  J^netv^  and  your  hone  ft  and 
upright   hearts    gave   eYidecce,— the   ftrongefr, — to 
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the  truth  of  it  ;— -for  ye  left  all,— je  fuffered  all,— 
ye  gave  all  that  your  fincerity  had  left  you  to  give. 
—•Ye  gave  your  lives  at  laft  as  pledges  and  confir- 
mations   of    your   faith  and  war  me  ft  afLitlon   for 

your   Lord. — Holy  and    bleffcd   men  ! jq  gave 

all  ;  when,  alas  !  oar  cold  and  frozen  affedlion  will 
part  with  nothing  for  his  fake,  not  even  with  our 
vices  and  follies^  which  are  worfe  than  nothing  ;-— 
for  they  are  vanity^ -and  mifery,  and  death.-*-" 

The  ftate  of  Chriftianity.  calls  not  now  for  fuch 
evidences  as  the  apofdes  gave  of  their  attachment  to 
it.  We   have,  liter^ly  fpeaking,  neither  houfes, 

nor  lands,  nor  poileflion^'to  forfake  ;— 'We  have  nei* 
tber  wives,  or  children,,  or  brethren  or  fifters,  to  be 
torn  from  ;  ■  no  rational  pleafure— or  natural  en- 
dearments to  give  up*  '  We  have  nothing  to  part 
with — ^but  what  is  not  our  intereft  to  keep, — our 
lufts  and  paffions.  We  have  nothing  to  do  for 
Chrift's  fake  but  what-  is  moft  for  our  own'; 
-that  is,'«—tb  be  temperate,  and  chafte,  and  jufr. 


^^^^ 


■and  peaceable,— —and  charitable,— and  kiad 
t-o  one  another.  ■•  So  that,  if  man  could  fuppofe 
himfelf  in  a  capacity  even,  of  capitulating  with  GoD, 
concerning  the  terms  upon  which  he   would    fubmic 

to  his   government, and  to  choofe   the   laws  he 

would  be  bound  to  obferve  in  teftimony  of  his  faith  * 
— ^^it  were  impoffiblc  for  him  to  make  any  propofals^ 
which,  upon  all  accounts,,  fliould  be .  more  advan- 
tageous to  his  intereft ,T— than  thofe  very  conditions 
to  which  we  are  already  obliged  ;  that  is,  to  deny 
ourfelves  ungodlinefs,  to  live  foberly  and  righteoufly 
in  this  prefent  life,  and  lay  fuch  rcfcraints  upon  our 
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appetites,  as  are  for  the  honour  of  human  nature, 
■  ■  the  improvement  of  cur  happTnefs,-^our  health, 
—our  peace,— our  reputation  aud  fafetj^.  When 
one  confiders  this  reprefentatioa  of  the  temporal  in- 
ducements of  Chriftianity^ and  compaics  it  wiifi 

the  difficulties  and  difcouragements  which  they  eo* 
countered  who  fiift  made  profeffion  of  a  pcrfccuted 
and  hated  religion  ; — at  the  fame  time  that  it  raifes 
the  idea  of  the  fortitude  and  fanftxtj  of  thofe  hotj 
men,  of  whom  the  world  was  not  worthy,  it 
fadly  diminifhes  that  of  ourfelves — which^  though 
it  has  all  the  hleilings  of  this  life  apparently  on  its 
fide  to  fupport  it,  yet  can  fcarce  he  kept  alive  :  And 
if  we  may  form  a  judgment  from  the  little  ftock  of 
religion  which  is  left,— fliould  God  ever  exa& 
the  fame  trials— unlefs  we  greatly  alter  for  the  bet- 
ter, or  there  fliould  prove  feme  fecret  charm  in  per- 
fecution,  which  we  know  not  of ; — it  is  much  to  be 
doubted^  if  the  Son  of  Man  fliould  make  this  proof 
■  of  this  generation, — whether  there  would  be 
found  faith  upon  the  earth. 

As  this  argument  may  convince  u?^  fo  let  it 
fliame  us  into  virtue,  that  the  admirable  examples 
of  thofe  holy  men  may  not  be  left  u»>  or  comnke- 
morated  by  us  to  no  end  i— but  rather  that  they 
may  anfwer  the  pious  purpofe  of  their  inftilution,-— 
♦to  conform  our  lives  to  theirs  ; — that  with  them  ive 
may  be  partakers  of  a  glorious  inheritance,  through 
Jefus  Ghrift  our  Lord.     j4fnen* 
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Penances. 


I  JOgN  V.  3, 

And  his  commandisentt  are  not  grievous. 
I 

Wo^— -they  are  not  grievous,  tny  dear  auditors,— • 
Atnongft  the  many  prejudices  which,  at  one  time 
or  othet-,  have  been  conceived  againfl  our  holy  rdi- 
gion,  there  is  fcarce  any  one  which  has  done  more 
difhonour  to  Chriftianity,  or  which  has  been  more 
oppofite  to  the  fpirit  of  the  gofpel,  than  this,  in  ex« 
prefs  contradidion  to  the  words  of  the  text,  **  That 
"  th€  commandments  of  God  are  grievous  5*'— that 
the  way  which  leads  to  life  is  not  only  ft  rait  -for 
that,  our  Saviour  tells  us,  and  that  with  much 
ttibolation  we  {hall  feek  it ; — but  the  Chridians  are 
bound  to  make  the  worft  of  it,  and  tread  it  barefoot 
upon  thorns  and  briers,— if  ever  they  expeS  to  arrive 
happily  at  their  journey's  end ;— and  in  courfe,  ■ 
daring  this^ifaflrous  pilgrimage,  it  is  our  duty  fo  to 
renounce  the  world,  and  abftrad:  ourfelves  from  it^ 
as  neither  to  interfere  with  its  Interefts,  or  tafte  any 
of  the  pleafdres^  or  any  of  the  enjoyment?'  of  this 
life— 
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Nor  has  this  been  confined  tnerely  to  fpecuktion, 
but  has  frequently  been  extended  to  pradice,— as  is 
plain,  not  only  fronv  the  lives  of  many,  legendary 
faints  and  hermits,^— *-whofe  chief  commendation 
feenns  to  have  been,  **  That  they  fled  unnaturally 
**  from  all  commerce  with  their  fellow-creatnrcs, 
**  and  then  mortified,  and  pioufly— — half  ftarved 
"  themfelves  to  death  ;"— -but  likewifc  from  tbc 
many  auflere  and  fantadic  orders  which  we  fee  in 
the  Romiih  Church,  which  have  all  owed  their  ori* 
gin  and  eftablifhmeat  to  the  fame  idle  and  extrava* 
gaiit  opinion.. 

Nor  is  it  to  be  doubted,   but  the  afftaation  oi 
fomething  like  it  in  our  methodifls,  when  thejd^* 
cant  upon  the  necelQty  of  alienating  thenofielves  iff^ 
Uie  world,  and  felling  all  that  they  have,^s  not  tft 
be.afcribed  to  the  fame  miilaken  enthufiadic  princi- 
ple, which  would  cad  fo  black  a  fliade  upon  religion^ 
as  if  the  kind  Author  of  it  had  created. us- on  purpoffi 
to  go  mourning,  all  our. lives  long,,  in  fackdothand 
aihes,  and  fent  us  into  the  world  as  fo  many  faint* 
errants,.  in  <jaed  of  adventures  full  of  forrpw  and  af- 

fliaion. 

Strange  force  of  enthufiafm !— And  yet  not  alto- 
gether unaccountable.  For  what  opinion  was  there 
ever  fo  odd,  or  aftion  fo  extravagant,  which  has  not, 
at  one  time  or  other,  been  produced  by  ignorance,— 
conceit, — melancholy  ? — a  mixture  of  devotion,. wilh 
an  ill  concurrence  of  air  and  diet^ operating  together 
in  the  fame  perfon.— »-When  the  minds  of  fflfo 
happen  to  be  thus  unfortunately  prepared,  whatever 
groundlefs  doftriixe  rifes  up,  and  fettles  itfelf  firongljf 
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upon  their  fancies,  lias  generally  the  ill  luck  to  bo 
interprcted^s  an  illumination  from  the  Spirit  ofGoD; 
and  whatever  Grange  aftion  they  find  -n  themfelves 
a  ftrong  inclination  to  do, that  impulfe  is  con- 
cluded to  be  a  call  from  heaven  ;  and  confequently 
—that  they  cannot  err  in  executing  it. 

If  this,  or  fome  fuch  account,  was  not  to  be  ad* 
mitted,  how  is  it  pofHble  to  be  conceived,  that  Chri* 
ftianity  which  breathed  out  nothing  but  peace  and 
comfort  to  mankind,  which  profefledly  took  off  the 
feveritics  of  the  Jewifh  law^and  was  given  us,  in  the 
fpirit  of  mecknefs,  to  eafe  our  {boulders  of  a  burden 
which  was  too  heavy  for  us  j — that  this  religion,  fo* 
kindly  calculated  for  the  eafe  and  tranqnillity  of  man, 
which  enjoys  nothing  but  what  is  fuitable  to  his  na- 
ture, (hould  be  fo  mifunderftood  ;— or  that  it  Ihould 
ever  be  fuppofed,^  that  he  who  is  irfinitely  happy,, 
could  envy  us  our  enjoyments;— or  that  a  Being  in- 
finitely kind)  would  grudge  a  mournful  paffcnger  a 
little  reft  and  refrefhmenr,  to  fupporC  his  fpirits 
through  a  weary  pilgrimage; — or  that  he  fiiould  call 
him  to  an  account  hereafter^  becaufe,  in  bis  way,  he 
had  haflily  fnatched  at  fome  fugacious  and  innocent 
pleafa res,. till  he  was  fuffered  to  take  up  his  final  re- 
pofe  ?  ■  This  is  no  improbable  account ;  and  the 
aiaDy  invitations  we  find  in  Scripture,  to  a  grateful 
enjoyment  of  the  blefEngs  and  advantages  of  life, 
make  it  evident.  The  apofile  tells  us  in  the  text,-~ 
That  Gob's  commandments^  are  not  grievous.  Ho 
has  pkafure  in  the  profperity  of  his  people,  and  wills 
not  that  they  fiiould  turn  tyrants  and  executioners 
upon  their  minds  or  bodies,  and  infliA  pains  and 
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penalties  on  tbeic,  to  no  end  or  pnrpole  r-i^-^Tbat 
he  has  propofed  peace  and  plenty,  joy  and  vi&ory, 
as  the  encouragement  and  portion  of  his  fervants^i 
thereby  inilruding  us,— -that  oar  virtue  is  not  n^ 
ceflarily  endangered  By  the  fruition  of  outward 
things  ;  but  that  temporal  bleffings  and  advantagej^ 
inftead  of  extinguifbing,  more  naturally  kindle  onr 
love  and  gratitude  to  God,  before  whom  it  is  novaj 
inconfiflent  both  to  worihip  and  rejoice* 

If  this  was  not  fo,  why^  you  will  fey,  does  G^ 
fccm  to  have  made  fuch  provifion  for  our  happioefs^ 
Why  has  he  given  us  fo  many  powers  and  faculties 
for  enjoyment,  and  adapted  fo  many  objedts  to  gratify 
and  entertain  them  ?  Some  of  which  he  has  aeaffll 
fo  fair, — with  fuch  wonderful  beauty,  and  has  foriwA 
them  fo  exqnifitely  for   this  end, — that   they  bare 
power  for  a  time,  to  charm  away  the  fenfe  of  pain> 
—to  cheer  up  the  dejeSed  heart  under  poverty  and 
ficknefs,  and  make  it  go  and  remember  its  miferies 
no  more.     Can  all  this,  you  wiU  fey,  be  reconciled 
to  Gob's  wifdom,  which  does  nothing  in  vain  ?•-— * 
«r  can  it  be  accounted  for  on  any  other  fuppofitioPf 
but  that  tlie  Author  of  our  being,  who  has  given  os 
all  tilings  richly  to  enjoy,  wills  tts  a  comfortable  ex- 
ifte^ce  even  i^re,  and  feems,  moreover,  fo  ^dcntly 
to  have  ordered  things,  with  a  view  to  this,  that  the 
ways  which  lead  toour  future  happinefs,  when  rightly 
underftood,  he  has  made  to  be  ways  of  pfeafantoe&y 
and  all  her  paths  peace  ? 

From  this  reprefentation  of  things,  we  are  led  to 
this  dcflttcnilrativc  truth,  then— That  God  never  in^ 
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tended  to  debar  maa  of  pkafures^  under  certaia.  Umt^ 
tations. 

TraveUerSy.  cm  a  bufinefs  of  the  laft  and  moft  im«> 
portant  concern^  may  be  allowed  to  pl«afe  their  ejea 
with  the  natural  and  artificial  beauties  of  the  country 
they  are  paffing  through^  without  reproach  o£  for.get« 
ling  the  main  errand  thej  were  fent  upon ;  and  if  they 
are  not  led  out  of  their  road  by  rarictj  of  profped?^ 
edifices  and  ruins,  would  it  not  be  a  fenfelefs  piece 
of  feverity  to  (hut  their  eyes  ag^nll  fuch  gratifica*- 
tions  ?  Fer  who  has  rtquired  Jitcb  ftrvici  at  tbeir 
hands  / 

The  humouring  of  certain  appetites,  where^  mora- 
lity is  not  concerned,  ieems  to  be  the  means  by  which 
the  Author  of  nature  intended  to  fweeten  this  jour« 
ney  of  life,  and  bear  us  op  under  the  many  (hocka 
;ind  hard  juftlings,  which  we  are  fure  to  meet  with 
in  our  way.  And  a  man  might,  with  as  much  reafon, 
muffle  up  himfelf  againft  funfhine  and  fair  weather, 
and  at  other  times  expofe  himfelf  naked  to  the  incle- 
mencies of  cold  and  rain,  as  debar  him&lf  of  tlie  in- 
nocent delights  of  his  nature,  for  af&6led  referve  and 
melancho}j. 

It  is  true,  on  the  other  hand,  our  paffions  are  Co 
apt  to  grow  upon  us  by  indulgence,  and  become  ex- 
orbitant, if  they  are  not  kept  under  exaft  difcipline, 
that  by  way  of  caution  and  prevention,  it  were  better, 
at  certain  time^,  to  affcft  fome  degree  of  needlefs  re- 
ferve, than  hazazd  any  ill  confecpicnces  from  the 
other  extreme. 

But  when  almoft  the  whole  of  religion  is  made  to 
tonfift  in  the  pious  fooleries  of  penances  and  fvfEer- 


S8»  SEHMOK   XXXTir. 

kigBf  as  is  prad^fed  in  the  church  of  Rome,  (dSd  no 
other  evil  attend^it)  ;  yet,  fince  it  is  putting  religion 
upon  a  wrong  fcent,  placing  it  more  in  thefe,  than  in 
inward   purity  and  integrity  of  heart,,  one   cannot 
guard  too  much  againft  this,,  as  well  as  all  other  fuch 
abufes  of  religion,  as  make.it  to  coniift  in  fomething' 
which  it  ought  not*.  -  How  fuch  mockery  became  a 
part  of  religion  at  frrft,  or  upon  what  motives^  tfaey 
were  imagined  to  be  fer vices  acceptable  to  Goo^  » 
bard  to  give  a  better  account  of,  than  what  was  bisted 
above  :*-*— namely— -that    men  .of  melancholy  and 
morofe   tempers,  conceiving  the  Deity,  to  be,  like 
themfelves,  a  gloomy,   difcontented^  and*  forrowfol 
Being,—- -^-believed  he  delighted,  as  they  did,  in  tpk* 
netic  and  mortifying  a&ions,.  and  <  therefore,  m«&e 
their  religious  worfhip  to  conild  of  cliimeras,  as  wild 
and  barbarous  as  their  own  dreams  and  vapours. 

What  ignorance  and  enthufiafm  at  firfi  introduced, 
— «now  tyranny  and  impofture  (k>ntinue  to  fupport» 
So  that  the  political  improvement  of  thefe  delufions, 
to  the  purpofes  of  wealth  and  power,,  is  made  one  of 
the  (Irongeft  pillars  which  upholds  the  Romifli  re* 
ligion ;—— which,  with  all  its  pretence  to  a  more 
ilrid;  mortification' and  fanAity,«-.when  ypu  examine 
it  minutely,,  is  little  elfe  than  armere  pecuniary  con- 
trivance. And.  the  trued  definition  you  can  give  oi 
popery,  ■  is^-^that  it  is  a  fyflem  put  together  and 
contrived  to  operate  upon  men's  weaknefies  and  paf- 
fions,---and  thereby  to  pick  their  pockets— and  leave 
them  in  a  fit  condition  for  i,ts  arbitrary  defiigns. 

And  indeed  that  church  has  not  been  wanting  in 
gratitude  for  the  good  offices  of  this  kind,  which  tbe^ 
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doctrine  of  penances  has  done  tbena;  for^  in  confi« 
deration  of  its  ferviccs  j  they  have  raifed  it  above 
the  level  of  moral,  duties,  and  have  at  length 

eoxnplimeated  it  into  the  number  of  tlieir  facraiucnts^ 
and  raade  it  a  neceflarj  point  of  falvation. 

By  thefe^  and.  other  tenets^  no  lefs  politic,  and  in* 
quifitional)—-*— popery  has  found  out  the  art  of  mak^ 
ing  men  miferable  in  fpite  of  their  fenfes,  and  the 
plenty  with  which  GoJ>  has  bleiTed  tiiem. 

So  that  in  many  countries  where  popery  reigns^ 

but  efpecially^  in  that  part  of  Italy  where  ihe 

has.  raifed  her  throne^t — t hough ,  by  the  happinefs  of 

its    foil   an4  climate,  it  is  capable  of  producing  a& 

great    variety  and  abundance  as  any  ceimtry  upon 

earth ; ^yet  fo  fuccefsful  have  its  fpiritual  direct 

tors  been  in  the  management  and  retail  of  thefe  blef*. 
£ngs^  that  they,  have  found  means  to  allay ^  if  not 
entirely  to  defeat  them  all^by  one  ppetence  or.  other- 
Some  bittemefs  is  ofScioufljpfqueezed  into  every  man'ft 
cup,  for  his  foul's  health,  till,  at  lengthy  the  whole 
ix)tention  of  nature  and  providence  is  deitroyed.  It 
is  not  furprifing,  that  where  fuch  unnatural  feveri^ 
ties  are  praftifedand  heightened  by  other  hardfhips, 
-—the  moil  fruitfu]  land  fliould.be  barren,  and  wear 
a  face  of  poverty  and  defolation  ;  ■  ■  ■  ■  or  that,  many^ 
thojufands,  as. has  been  obferved,  flipuld  fly  from  the 
rigours  of  fach  a  government,  and  feek  flielter.  rather 
amiongft  rocks  and  deferts,  than  lie  at  the  mercy  o£ 
fo  many  unreafonable  tafk-mafters,  under  whom 
they  can  hope  for  no  other  reward  of  their  induftry 
^"»  rigorous  flavery,  made  Hill  worfe  by'the, 
tortures  of  unneceflary.  mortifications,?— —/^^  unm^ 
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Micitjfary  ;■  ■■  becaofe  wbere  there  u  %  i^lrtnons  aoi 
good  end  propofed,  £Foin  an j  fobcr  inftanoes  of  £elf<. 
denial  and  inortifieationy«— — <*Go2>  fo.rbid.we  (honld 
call  them  uoneceffarj,.  or  that  we  fliould  difpote 
againft  a  thing— from  the  abufe  to  whieh  it  has  bees 

pat  ;^ and  therefore^  what  is  faid  in  general  opa 

this  heady  will  be  underfiood  to  reach  no  iartbef 
than  where  the  prafiice  is  become  a  mixture  of  franf 
and  tjrannj ;  but  will  nowife  be  interpreted  toe» 
tend  to  thofe  felf-denial»  which  the  difciplioe  of  ov 
holy  church  direAs  at  this  folemn  feafoUj,—- «--^hidi 
have  been  introduced  by  reaibn  and  good  feofetr 
ffrfty  and  have  fince  been  applied  to  ferve  no  pof« 
pofes— — but  thofe  of  religion  :■  ■■  thefe,  bjf^ 
ft  raining  our  appetites  for  a  while^and  withdrt«iB{ 
our  thoughts  from  grofTer  objcftsy  ■  ■  do^  bj  a  on 
ehanical  effeA,  difpofe  us  for  cool  and  fober  refco 
feionSy"— — bcline  us  to  turn  our  eyes  inwards  npon 
ourfelves,  and  confider  what  we  are,^— and  what  we 
have  been  doing ;.  for  what  intent  we  were  ftnt 
into  the  worU,  and  what  kind  of  charaders  ve 
were  defigned  to  aft  in  it. 

It  is  neceflarj  that  the  mind  of  man^  at  feme  cer« 
tain  periods,  fliould  be  prepared  to  enter  into  tkn 
account ;-  and  without  fome  flich  difcipline,  to  check 
iibe  infolence  of  unrefirained  appetites,  and  ca/i 
home  the  confcienccy  the  foul  of  man,  capable 
as  it  is  of  uprightnefs  and  perfeftion,  would  fink  dowo 
to  the  loweft  depths  of  darknefs  and  brutalitj.-— * 
However  true  this  is,  there  ftill  appears  no  ob/i* 
gation  to  renounce  the  innocent  delights  of  our  b^ 
iog^  or  to  affeft  a  fuHen  diftafte  againft  them  rr 
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iofy  m  tmtlij  can  ev&n  the  fuppofition  of  it  ht  wdl 
admitted :-— for  pleafores  arifing  £roiB  the  free  and  na- 
tural exercifis  of  the  faculties' of  the  mind  and  bodj^ 
to  talk  them  down,  is  like  talking  agakiil  the  frame 
and  tnechanifm  of  human  nature,  and  would  be  oa 
le{$  fenfelefs  thaa  the  difpoting^againft  the  burning  of 
fire,  or  falling  downwards  of  a  ftone.  Befides  this,— - 
man  is  io  contrived,  that  he  ilaods  in  need  of  fre« 
quent  repairs;  ■  .i-both  mind  and  body  are  apt  ta 
fink  and  grow  unadive  uQder  long  and  dofe  atten* 
tton  ;  and  ^erefoFe  mui|jb.be  reftored  by  proper  re. 
^aitg*  Sfomn^  part  of  our  time  maj  doubtlefs  inno* 
centlj  and  lawfiiUjr  be  employed  in  .aSiona  merely 
diverting ;  and  wheoefer  fuch  indolgeniees  be- 
come criminal,  it  its  £eldom  the  nature  of  the  adions 

^ppfelves,      ■■■but  the  excefs^  which  make  thent 

fo.     • 

But  fome  one  wmj  here  afc  .By  what  rule  are 
^e  to  judge  of  exce£|  in  th^fe  cafes?— If  the  en- 
JojmcQt  of  the  fame  fort  of  pieafures  may  be  either 
innocent  or  guilty,  according  to  the  ufc  or  abufe  of 
thein^.^how  ihall  we  be  certified  where  the  boon^ 
daries  lie  ?.-.^r  be  fpeculative  enough  to  know  how 
&r  wc  may  go  with  fafety  ?  I  anfwer^  There  are 
very  few  who  are  not  cafuifls  enough  to  make  a  right 
judgment  in  this  point.  ■  For,  fince  one  principal 
reafoQ,  why  God  may  be  fuppofed  to  allow  pleafure 
m  this  world,  feems  to  be  for  the  refreffament  and 
recruit  of  our  fouls  and  bodiet,  which,  like  clocks, 
Q^uft  be  wound  up  at  certain  intervals,  .  every 
man  underilanda  fo  much  of  the  fraooe  and  mecha« 
^^ifia  of  himfelf,  to  know  how  and  when  to  unbend 
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himfelFy  with  fuch  relaxations  as  are  neceiSar j  to  r^^ 
gain  his  natural  vigour  and  cheerfulnefs,  without 
which  it  is  itnpoiGble  be  {botild  either  be  in  a  difpo- 
ficion  or  capacity  to  discharge  the  feveral  duties  of 
his  rtfe.i— -Here  then  the  partition  becomes  vilible. 

Whenever  we  pay  this  tribute  to  otir  appetites, 
any  further  than  is  fufficient  for  the  purpofcs  for 
which  it  was  irft  granted,  <  ■  the  a^ion  pro- 
portiopabiy  lofes  fome  (hare  of  its  innocence.  The 
furplufage  of  whar  is  unnecefTarily  fpefit  on  fucb  oc- 
eafions,  is  fo  much  of  the  Sttle  portion  of  oar  time 
negligently  fquandered^  which^  in  prudenoe,  we 
fiiould  apply  better  ;  becanfe  it  was  allotted  nts  for 
.nore  important  ufesy  and  a  different  aocoimt 

will  be  re<juired  of  it  at  our  hands  hereafter. 

For  this.roafon,  does  it  not  cvidenrty-fottow,  that 
many  ad^iona  and  purfuits,  which  are  irreprbachable 
in  their  own  natcrres,  may  be  rendered  blametfble 
and  vicious^  from  this  fingle  con li deration,  **  That 
"  they  have  made*  us  wjtfteful  of  the  moments  of 
**  this  fliort  and'  imoer rain  fragment  of  life,  which 
^  (hould   be  almoft  one  of  our   lad    prodigalities, 

"  fiiicc,  of  them  all,  the  Icaft  retrievable.*' ^Yet 

how  often  is  diverfion,  inflead  of  amufement  and  re- 
laxation, made  the  art  and  bufinefs  of  Hfe  itfelf  ? — 
Look  round,*— what  policy  and  contrivance*  is  every 
day  put  in  pradtice  for  -  pre-engaging  every  day  in 
the  week,  and  parcelling  out  every  hour  of- the  day 
for  one  idleaefe  or  another,*— for  doing  nothing,— 
or  foniething  worfe  than  nothing  j  and'  that  with  fs 
much  ingenuity,  as  fcarce  to  leave  a  minute  upon 
Ihcir  hands  to  reproach  them  ?—— --Though    we  all 


compiam  of  the  ibortneCs  of  life,  ■  yet  how  many 
peojde  feenoi  quite  oTerfiocked  with  the  days  and 
hours  of  it,  and  are  continually  fending  out  into  the 
highways  and  ftreets  of  the  city,  for  guefts  to  come 
and  take  it  off  their  hands  ?  If  fome  of  the  more 
difir-eisftti  objeAs  of  thb  kind  were  to  fit  down  and 
write  a  bill  of  their  time,  though  partial  as  that  of 
the  unj^uft  fteward^  when  they  found,  in  reality,  that 
the  whole  fum  of  it,  for  many  years,  amounted  to 
little  more  than  this,  that  tbey  had  rofe  up  to 

cat,  to  drink,-  to  play,— -and.  had  laid  down 
again,  merely  becaufe  they  were  fit  for  nothing  elfe : 
»*when  they  looked  back  and  beheld  this  fair  fpaoe, 
capable  of  fuch  heavenly  improvements^— -all  fcrawK 
ed  over  and^defaced  with  a  fuccefiSion  of  fo  many 
umeaning  cyphers,— -good  God  !■  how  would 
c2zey  be  afbamed  and  confounded  at  the  account  ? 

With  what  refledions  wilt  they  be  able  tofupport 
theoofelves  in  the  decline  of  a  life  fo  miferably  caft 
away,— fhould  it  happen,  as  it  fometimes  does-— that 
they  have  ftood  idle  even  unto  the  eleventh  hour  ?«-* 
We  have  not  always  power,,  and  are  not  always  in 
a  temper,  to  impofe  upon  ourfelves.  When  the  edge 
of  appetite  is  worn  down^  and  the  fpirits  of  youth- 
ful days  are  cooled,,  which  hurried  us  on  in  a  circle 
of  pleafure  and  impertinence,,  then  reafon  and  re- 
flexion will  have  the  weight  which  they  deferve  ;— 
affli£lions,,  or  the  bed  of  ficknefs,  will  fupply  the 

place  of  confcience  ; and,  if  they  (hould   fail,-— 

old  age  will  overtake  us  at  lafl and  fliow  us  the 

pad  purfuits  of  life, and  force  us  to  look  upon 

them  in  their  true  point  of  view.r— If  there  is  any 
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thing  more  to  caft  a  cloud  upon  fo  melancholy  a  pr» 
fpeft  at  this  (hows  tts»  -it  is  furely  the  difficulty 
and  hazard  of  having  all  the  work  of  the  day  to  pef> 
form  in  the  lad  hour  :^-of  making  an  atonement  ta 
God,  when  we  have  no  facrifice  to  o&r  him,  bat 
the  dregs  and  infirmities  of  thofe  days,  when  ve 
could  have  no  pleafure  in  them* 

How  far  God  may  be  {deafed  to  aecept  fuch  latr 
and  imperfeft  fevices^  is  beyond  the  intentioo  o! 
this  ditcou.rfe.  Whatever  Arefs  fome  may  by  opoa 
it^ — a  death-bed  repentance  is  but  a  i^eak  and  lea- 
der plaak  to  truft  our  a^  i^Km.— Such  as  it  is;  lo 
that,  and  God's  infinite  mefcies^  we  commit  t&effl, 
who  will  not  employ  that  time  and  oppertasitf  be 
has  given,  to  provide  a  better  feeurity- 

That  we  may  all  mak«  a  right  ufe  of  the  time  al- 
lotted us. — God  grant,  through  the  merits  oibb 
Son  Jefus  Cibrifi.    Anmu 
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On  Eathufiafm. 


ST.  JO«K  IT.  5. 

f\9t  withoat  me  ye  can  do  DOthiii(. 

^oiL  SaviottCy  ia  the  former  part  of  the  ^erfe,  haT-- 
'^g  told  his  dHbipleSy-p-^That  he  was  the  vbe»  and 
:bat  they  were  onlj -branches  ^-*«iiitimating^  in  what 
I  degree  their  good  fcuits,  as  well  as  the  fucoefs  of 
^  their  endeavours^  were  to  depend  upon  his  conu 
nunications  with  them ;«.— — he  cla(es  the  illufirattoa 
with  the  inference  from  ity  in  the  words  of  the  text, 
-^For  without  me^  ye  can  do  nothiag.  In  the  nth 
chapter  to  the  Jlomans,  where  thotnanner  is  ezplain- 
id,  in  whioh  a  Chriftian  ftands  by  faith^— «there  is  a 
like  illuftrattott  •made  ufe  of,  and  probably  with  an 

^e  to  this,—— where  St.  Paul  inftruds  ns that^ 

ft  good'man  (lands  as  the  branch  of  a  wild  olive  docs 
^hen  it  is  grafted;  into  a  good^iioe  tree  {  and  that 
is^t  flourishes,  not  through  its  own  Virtue,  but  in 
virtue  of  the  root^— and  fuch  a  root  as  is  naturaUy 
Qot  its  own. 
It  is  very  remarkable  m  that  palTage,— — «that  the 
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Bpoftle  calls  a  bad  man  a  wild  olive  /r^f ;— not  bare- 
ly  a  branch  (ks  in  the  other  cafe),  but  a  tree,— 
which,  having  a  root  of  its  own,  luppoits  itfelf,  and 
Hands  in  its  own   ftrength,  and  brings  forth  its  own 
fruit.        "And  fo  does  every  bad  man,  in  refpcS  of 
the  wild  and  four  fruit  of  a  vitious  «hd  corrupt  heart 
———According  to  the  refemblance, — if  the  apoille 
intended  it>— he  is  a  tree,— has  a  root  of  his  own^ 
and  fruitfulnefs,  fuch  as  it  is,  with  a  power  to  biifl; 
it  forth  without  help.    But  in  refpeft  of  religion,  and 
the  moral  improvements  of  virtue  and  goodnefs, — • 
the  apoftle  calls  us,  and  reafoii  tells   us,  we  are  do 
more  than  a  branch  ;  and  all  our  frakfttlneCi,aiMlslI 
our  fupport,— depend  fb   much  upon  the  ioia^ 
and. communications  of  Gob,— that  without  him^ 
can  do  nothing, — as  our  Saviour  declares  in  tbetext. 
There  is  fcarce  any  point  in  our  religion,  wherein 
men  have  run  into  fuch  violent  extremes,  as  in  the 
fttofes  given  to  this,  and  fuch  like  declarititos  ui 
Scripture,        of  our  fufficiency  being  of  GoD ;-" 
fome  underftanding  them  fo,  as  to  leave  no  meaning 
at  all  in  them  ;     ■    others,    ^    too  much  ;        ■— ^^ 
one  interpreting  the  gifts  a^d  influences  of  the  Spinti 
fo  as  to  deftroy  the  trutlv  of  all  fuch  promifes  and  de- 
clarations in  the  golpel ;«— the  other  carrying  their 
notions  of  them  fo  high,  as  to  deftroy  the  reafon  of 
the  gofpel  itfelf,«*and  render  the  Chriftian  religiooi 
wluch  confifts  of  -fober  and  confiftent  cloftrine$i<« 
the  moft.  intoxicated, — ^the  moft  wild  and  uninteUi* 
gtble  inftitution,  that  ever  was  in  the  world. 

This  being  premifed,  I  know  not  how  I  can  more 
fcalbnably  engage  your  attention  this  day,.tb8n  by* 
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Ikqrt  examination  of  each  of  thefe  errors ;  in  do* 
ing  which,  as  I  ihall  take  fome  pains  to  redace  both 
the  extremes  of  them  Co  reafon,  it  will  neeeflarily 
le^4  me,  at  the  fame  time,  to  mark  the  fafe  and  tme 
djo^rine  of  our  churchy  ^concerning  the  promifedin* 
flaences  and  operations  of  the  Spirit,  of  Goo  upon 
our  hearts ;— -which,  iiewever  depreciated  through 
the  firft  miftake,  or  boafted  of  beyond  meafure 
through  the  fecond,--—^tmufl^  neverthekft,  be.foU- 
luited  and  nn^erftood,  as*  on  one  hand,  to  make  the 
gofpel  of  Chrift  confident  with  itfel^  and,  on  the 
.  oiher,  to  mgke  it  confiflent  with  reafon  and  coomum 
fenfe. 

.   If  ^e  tcoiftfider  .the   many  exprefs  declarations, 
vrher^in  pi^r  Saviour  t^s  his  followers,  before  his 
crucifixion|--That  God  woold  fend  his  Spirit,  the 
Comforter,  amongft  them,    to  fupply  his  ^ce  in 
their  hearts  j — and  as  in  the  text, — that  without  him. 
they  could  do  nothing ;.      ■  if  we  conceive  them  as 
fpoken  to  his  4i£pij>les  yirith  an  immediate  view  to  the 
emergencies  they  were.  ui>der»  from  their  natural  in- 
capacities  of  fintfliing  the^great  work  jie  had  left  thena, 
and  buildi/ig  upon  that  large,  foundation  he  had  laid  ; 
without  fome  •extraprdinary  help  and  guidance  to 
carry^^hi^ai  through,— i-^poone^  an  difpute  that  evi* 
dence  aod^onfirm.ation  which  ^was  jifterwards  given 
of  its  truth.}-^*as  our  Lord's  difqiples  .tWere  illiterate/ 
men,  confeqj^eptly  unikilled  in  the  af ts  and  acquired  ' 
ways  of  perfuafion>*^ynlof8  this  want,  bad  .beea^up«  .' 
gjied,         th^  $rft  obfta^le  to  th^ir  labours  muft  have  * 
b^en  diiiieouraged  and  pi^t  an  end  to  them  for  ever.  ^ 
As  they  had  no;Uoguage  but  their  owUf-^without 
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tbe  gift  of  tongues^  thej  could  act  have  preached  the 
gofpd  except  in  Judea  ;•— and  as  they  had  no  autho- 
rity of  their  own,— -without  the  fupeinatnral  one  of 
figns  and  wonders^-— thejr  could  not  vouch  fortbe 
truth  of  it  beyond  the  limits  where  it  was  firft  tniif- 
a&ed.     In  this  work^  doubtlefs,  all  their  fofficieocj 
and  power  of  ading  was  immediately  from  God;- 
his  Holj  Spirit,  as  he  had  promifed  them,  fo  it  gare 
them  a  mouth  and  wifdom,  which  idl  their  adverii' 
ries  were  not  able  to  gainfay  or  refift.     So  that,  with- 
out himy— -without  thtfe  extraordinary^  gifts,  ifltte 
moft  literal  fenfeof  the  words,  they  c^yM  do  flotbiof* 
^— But,  befides  this  plain  application  of  the  text,  to 
thofe  particular  perfona  and  times,  when  God^sSp 
rit  was  poured  down  in  that  fignal  manner  hdd  (i- 
cred  to  this  day,— there  is  fomething  in  them  to  be 
extended  further,  which  Chriflians  of  all  ages^i^ 
I  hope,  of  alt  denominations,  have  ftill  a  claim  vA 
truft  in,— and  that  is,  the  ordinary  affiftance  asdio* 
fluence  of  the  Spirit  of  God  in  our  hearts,  for  monl 
and  virtuous  improvements  ;— -thefe,  both  in  thett 
natures  as  well  aa  intentions,  being  altogether  dif- 
ferent from  the  others  above  mentioned^  cooferrtd 
upon  the  difciples  of  our  Lord.**— -The  one  were 
miraculous  gifts,  in  which  the  endowed  perfoo  coi* 
tributing  nothings    which  advanced  human  ottort 
nbove  it&lf,  and  raifed  all  its  projedile  fprings  abovt 
their  fountains,  enabling  them  to  fpeak  and  aftfocb 
things,  and  in  fuch  manner,  as  was  impoffible  bt 
men  not  i&fpi'red,  and  preternaturally  upheld.  ^ 
the  other  cafe,  the  helps  fpoken  of  were  tB^  i^^' 
ences  of  God's  Spirit,  wbkh  upheld  us  from  &llio{ 
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Mow  the  dignity  of  our  nature  :— — that  divine  af- 
"Eflaace  which  gracioufly  kept  us  from  falling,  and 
enabled  us  to  perform  the  holj  profeffions  of  our  re- 
ligion.  Though  thefe  are  equally  called  fpirituail 

gifts, they  are  not,  as  in  the  firft  cafe,  the  entire 

works  of  the  Spirit, — but  the  calm  co-operations  of 
it  with  our  own  endeavours;  and  are  ordinarily  what 
every  fincere  and  well  difpofcd  Chriftian  has  reafoa 
to  pray  for,  and  expeft,  from  the  fame  fountain  of 
ftrength,  who  has  promifed  to  give  his  Holy  Spirit  to 
them  that  aik  it. 

From  this  point,  which  is  the  true  doftrine  of  our 
church, — ithe-two  parties  be^in  to  divide  both  from 
it  and  each  other ; — each  of  them  equally  mifapply- 
iBg  their  paffages  of  Scripture,  and  wrefting  them 
to  extremes  equally  pernicious.— 

To  begin  with  the  firft  ;  of  w»hom  ihould  you  in* 
quire  the  eacplanatidn  and  meaning  of  this,  or  of  other 
texts,— —wherein  the  affiftance  of  God*s  grace  and 
Holy  Spirit  is  implied  as  neccflary  to  fanflify  our  na- 
ture, and  enable  us  to  fGtVe  and  pledfc  God  ?— they 
will  anfwer,— ^-That  no  doubt  all  our  parts  and  a;bili« 
ties  are  the  gifts  of  God,-*— who  is  the  original  author 
of  our  nature, — afid  of  confequence,  of  all  that  be- 
longs thereto. — TTtat  ashy  him  we  live,  andmovf,  and 
have  our  ieing  we  muft,  in  courfe,  depend  upon 
him  for  all  our  anions  whatfoever, — fincc  we'muft 
depend  upon  hhn  even  for  our  life,  and  for  every 
moment  of  its  continuance, — ^That  from  this  view 
of  our  ftate  and  natural  dependence,  it  is.  certain, 
they  win  fay, — ^We  can  do  nothing  without  his  help. 
—But  then  they  will  add— that  it  concerns  us  no 

Vol.  VI.  I 
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farther  fs  Chrijlians^  than  as  we  are  men: — r-tk 
^f|Ln&i|^.of  our  Jives,  the  |:eljgipus  habits  and  im- 
provements of  our  hearts,  in  no  other^fenfe  depend- 
..ing  upon  God,  than  the  mpil  indifferent  qI  ojir  ac- 
tions,   or  the  natji^ral    exercife  4>f  any  ..of  the  other 
jpower^  he  has  given  us.— -Agreeably  .with  this>- 
'that  the  fpiritual  gifts  fpoken  of  in  Scripture,  are  to 
be  underftood  by  waj  of  ^accommodation,  to  figoify 
the  natural  or  acq^uired  gjfts  of  adman's  mindy-M 
«s  memory,  fancj,    wit,  and  eloquence,-»-*r^'"**^ 
in  a  Arid  and  philofophical  fenfe,  may. he  called(p« 
ritual,— —bejpaufethe^  tranfcend  the  mechanical  pow- 
ers, of  matter,    ■    -and  proceed  more  or  lefs  fonn  the 
rational  foul,  which  is  a  fpiritual  fubftance. 

Whether  thefe  ought,  in  jirppriety,  to  becilU 
Ipiritnal  gifts,  |  ihaU  not  contend*  ^  it  feems> 
naere  diipute  about  words  i  ■  ■but  it  is  enoagb  that 
the  interpretation  cuts  the  knot,  inftead  of  uotjio^ 
it ;  —and  beiides,  explains  away  all  kind  of  ODean* 
ing  in  the  above  promifes.  iVnd^.the.error^qf  tbeffit 
feems^tP  arife,  ip  thefirft  place,  from  not  diftinguill' 
ing  that  thefe  Tpiritual  gifts,— -^if  they  muft  be  caH* 
cd  fo,i  .Cuch  $is  memory,  fancy,  ^and  wit,  aoc 
other  endowments  of  the  mind,  which  are  knows 
^y  the  name  of  natural  parts,  b^ag  merely  to  w 
as  men;  and  whether  .the  different  degree^  by  whU 
we  fcxcel  each  other  in  them  arife'  from  a  natoi* 
difference  of  our  fouls^  ■  y  or  a  happier  difpofitioo^t 
-the  organical  parts  of  us,  Tliey  are  iiich  howevfc'» 
as  God  originally  beilous  ppon  us,  and  with  ^^* 
in  a  great  meafure,  we  arc  ifent  into  the  world.  ^ 
the  moral  gifts  of  the  HplyQhqft,— which  arc  fflO« 
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•commonly  called  the  fruits  of  the  Spirit,— —-cannot 

be  confined  witkin    this   defcription^— We  come 

act  into  the  world  equipped  with  virtues,  a8we4o 

with  talents  ^--^if  we  did,  we  fiiould  come  into  the 

world  with  that  which  i?obbed  yirtue  of  its  beft  title, 

both  rto  j^refent  commendation  and  future  reward* 

The  gift  of  contingency  depends  not,  as  thefe  affirm, 

upon  a  merexoldnefs  of  the  confiitution-— or  patience 

and  humilitj  from  an  inienfibilitj  of  it  ^— but  they 

are  rirtnes  infenfibly  wrought  in  us  by  the  endea- 

Tours  of  our  own  wills,  and  concurrent  influences  of  a. 

gracious    agent  4-*^nd  the  religious   improvements 

•arifing  from  thence,  are  fo  £ir  from  bein^  the  effeftt 

of  nature,  and  a  fit  difpofition  of  the  feveral  parts 

and  organical  powers  given  us,         that  the  contrarj 

is  tme 4— namely,  that  the  dream  of  our  affe£lion^ 

and  appetites,  but  too  naturally  carries  us  the  other 

way.— —For  this,  let  any  man  lay  hi^  hand  upon 

his  heart,  and  refled  what  has  paiTed  within  him,  ia 

the  feveral  conflids  of  meeknefsy-— — -temperance^.^ 

cbaftity,  ■      -and  other    felf-denials,— — and  he  will 

need  no  better  argument  for  his  conviftion. 

This  hint  leads  to  the  true  anfwer  to  the  above 
mifinterpretation  of  ^he  text,— —That  we  depend 
upon  God  in  no  other  fenfe  for  our  virtues,*— than 
we  neceflarily  do  for  every  thing  elfe  ;  and  that  the 
fruits  of  the  Spirit  are  merely  the  determinations  and 
efforts  of  our  own  reafon^— -^and  as  much  our  own 
accomplifbrncnts, -as  any  other  improvements  are  the 
effeft.of  our  own  diligence  and  indufiry. 

This  account,  by  the  way,  is  oppofite  to  the 
Apollle^s  i^who  tells  4is,-*It  is  God  that  workctb 
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m  us     oth  to  do  and  will,  of  his  good  pleafure.-^It 
is  trde,-^though  we    are  born    igDorant,"r-we  can 
itiake  ourfelves  fkilful ;— we  can  acquire  arts  and 
^fciences  by  our  own  application  and  ftudj. — But  the 
.  cafe  h  not  the  fame  ip  refpedi  of  goodnefs.— We  can 
vacquire  arts  and  fciences,  becaufe'we  lie  tinderno 
natural  indlfporition'orbackwardnefs  in  that  acquire- 
meiit. — For  nature,  though  it  be  corrupt,  yet  ftill it 
is  curious  aYi^  bufy  after  knowledge* — But  it  docs 
riot  appear^,  that^.  to  goodnefs  and'  fan£lity  of  man- 
briefs,  we  have  the  fame  natural  propenfity.— Lufts 
within,  and  ten^ptations  without,  fet  up  fo  ftronga 
confederacy  agaipft  itj  as  we  are  never  rjable  to  fw- 
.jno'unt  by  oiir  own  ftrength.? — However '^mly  we 
may  .think  we  Hand,— -the  beft  of  us  are  but  upheld, 
and  gracjbufly  kept  upright ;  and  whenever  thisdi- 
vine  ajEftanc'c  ii  withdrawn,— or  fufpended,— all  hif- 
tdry,  efpeciafly  the  facred,  is  full  of  melancholy  in- 
llancfcs  of  what  man  is, .  when  God  leaves  him  to 
himfelf,.; — that  he  is  even  a  thing  of  pought. 

AVhcther  it  was  from  a  confcious  experience  of 
this  truth  iii  themfelves, — or  Come  traditions  handed 
from  the  Scripture  account  of  it ;«-— or  that  it  was  in 
fome  meafure,  dcducible  from  the  principles  of  rea- 
fonj-— ih  the  writings  of  fooie  of  the  wifcft  of  the 
heathen  philofophers,  ,we'find  the  ftrongcft  traces  oi 
the  perfuafion  '  of  God's  affiHiog  men  to  virtue  and 
pfpbity  of  manners.— .One  of  the  greateft  mailers  or 
reafohihg  afpongft  the  ancients,  acknowledges,  that 
nothing  great' a«d  exalted  can  be  achieved,^i9f  rf/t'W^ 
Mjjtatu  >— 1 — arid  Senefca  to  the  fame  purpofe,7-«w** 
fnejishona  Jihe  deo  y — that  no  foul  can  be  good  with- 
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ofUt  divine  affiftance— Now,  whatever  commeuts 
maj  be  put  upon  fuch  paflages  in  their  writings, — it 
is  certain  thole  in  Scripture  can  receive  no  other,  to 
be  confiftent  with  themfelves,  than  what  has  been 
given. — Arid  though,  in  vindicatiou  of  human  liberty 
it  is  as  certain,  on  the  other  hand, — that  education, 
precepts,  examples,  pious  inclinations,  and  pradical 
diligence,  are  great  and  meritorious  advances  towards 
a  religious  ftate ; — yet  the  date  itfelf  is^ot  aqd  finiih- 
ed  by  God's  grace,  and  the  conciirrence  of  his  Spirit 
upon  tempers  thus  happily  predifpofed,-^aad  booeil- 
ly  m^l'^ing  ufe  of  fuch  fit  jneaas  : — and  ,unlefs  Ui.us 
much  is  under (lood  from  them,  *  'the  feveral  ek- 
preffions  ift  Scripture,  where  the  offices  . of  the  Holy 
Ghoft,  condacLve  to  this  end,  are  enamefat-ed,.  ■  ■■ 
fach  as  cleanfing,  g^uiding,  renewing,  cmiitoTtinc^, 
itrcQgthening  and  eflabllfliing  us^ — ; — -^Z?.  ^  f'^'^  of 
unintelligible  words,  which  may  amiifc,  but  ^caa 
convey  little  light  to  the  underftanding* 

This  is  all  I  have  time  left  to  fay  at  prefent  upon 
the  firft  error  of  thofe,  who,  by  tdq  Io.ofe  an  inter- 
pretation of  the  gifts  and  ffuits  of  the  Spirit,. explain 
away  the  whole  fenfe  and- meaning  of  tbemj  and 
thereby  render- not  only  t^iefpromifes,  but  the  com- 
forts  of  them  too,  of. none  effed. — Concerning  which 
error,  \  have  only  to  add  this  i>y  waypfextemiatiw 
of  it,  that  I  belieye  the  great  .an4^i\nedifyn?g' rout 
made  about  fanftification  and  regeneration,  in^.the 
middle  of  the  lall  century, — -^^nd  the  enthufiaflic 
extravagances  into  which  the  cammunications  of  the 
Spirit  have  been  carried  by  fo  many  deluded  %^- 
luding  |i€0ple  in  this, are  two  of  the  great- caLi.(ijs 
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ithich  have  driven  many  a  fober  man  into  riie  oppa» 

fitc  extreme,  againfi  which  I  have  argued. Now, 

if  the  dread  of  favouring  too  much  of  religion  bthei^ 

interpretations,  has  done  this  ilL  fervice, ^let  us 

inquire  on  the  other  hand^  whether  the  aEftatia 
of  too  much  religion  in  the  other  extreme,  has  Mt 
xnifled  others  full  as  far  from  truth,  and*  fart  her  from 
the  reafbn>  and  fobriety  of  the  gofpel;  than  the  frft. 
t  have  already  proved,  by  Scripture  arguments, 
that  the  influence  of  the  Holy  Spirit  of  Godisnccef. 
fary  to  render  the  imperfeA  facrifice  of  our  obcdieace 

plcafiftg  to  our  Maker. ^Hc  hath  promifedto/T' 

JeQ'his ftrength  iftaur  weainifr.'^Vf  ith  this  aiTuraM* 
wc  ought  to  be  ftitlsfied  ;*— efpecially  fince  ourSi^ 
viour  hath  thought  proper  to  mortify  all  fcrupulotia 
inquiries  into  operations  of  this  kind,  by  convpanQ^ 
them  to  the  wind,  which  bhweth  where  it  li/leth;  td 
thou  hearejl  the  Jfbund  thereof ^  hut  canji  not  tell^hm^ 
it  Cometh,  or  whither  it  goeth  :  ■  ^Jb  is  every  om  tkt 
is  born  of  the  5]piViV.—iet  humble  gratitude  acknow- 
ledge the  effeft,  unprompted  by  an  idle  curiofity  to 
explain  the  caufe. 

Wfe  are  told;  without  this  affiftance^  we  can  <le 
nothing  ;-«ave  are  told;  from  the  fame  authority,  we 
can  do  all  through  Chrift  that  ftrengthens  us,— 
We  are  commanded  to  work  out  our  ozvn  fahau^ 
with  fear  and' tremblings  The  reafon  imrocdiatclj 
follow*  :j^r  it  is  God  that  workleth  in  you^hoii^^ 

will  and  to  do,  of  his  own  good  pUaJpre, From 

thefe,  and  many  other  repeated  pafiages^it  is  e^ 
'  dent,  that  the  affiftances  of  grace  were  Bot  intcni«4 
'  to  dcftroy>.  hut  to  co-operate  with  the  endcavQursd 


idjul, and  are  dmwd  from  God,  in  the  bme 

manner  as 'all  nataral  po«ers.-^Indced,  without  this 
itaterpretarionyhow  coidd  the  Almighfj  addrels  hiin* 
lelf    to  man  as  a  ratiooal  being  !-*^how  coold  hi^ 
a&ions  be  his  own  ?    ■  —how  coald  he  be  confide  red 
as  -a  blanfeahle  or  tewaidaUe  creature  ? 

Ff  om  this  accoont  of  the  confiftent  opinions'  of  a"^ 
fi>ber  miiidcd^Chriftiany  let  ns  take  a  view  of  the'' 
ifiiftaken  entfaufiaft.— -See  him  oftentationfly  dothcd 
with  the  oatixfard  garb  of  fanditj,  to  attrafi  the 
•yes  of  the  Tnlgar^— &e  tf'cheerfol  demeaaoufy  the*' 
natural  refult  of  an  eafj^ahdielf- applauding  hearty 
flodiouflj    avoided   as  criminrf.  *-  See-  his    coun«' 
tenance    ov^rfpread  with  a'  mcbtnchdy  gloom  and 
defpondence  r'as«if  rdigion.  Which  is  evidentlj  cstl* 
eulated  to  make  us  happjfin  this  Hfe  as-wcU  as  thir 
next,  was  the  parent  of  £Hi]ennefs  and  difcontent.^- 
Hear  him  pouring  forth  his  pharifaical  ejaculations' 
on  his  journey,  or 'in  the  ftfeets.— Hear  him  boaff- 
ihg  of  extraordinary  communid^tibns  with  the  God  - 
of  aU  knowledge,  and  at  tUtit  fa'tift  time  offending' 
agaiufl  'the  common  rules  of  his  ^  own  native  lkn« 
^age/  and'the'-pteiner  diftatesbfc^tiimoii  fcnfe.-^" 
Hear  him  arrogantly- thankifig  his  God,  that  he  is' 
.  nt>t  as  other  men ^ are  :  and  with   more  than  papal 
unchatitablenefs,  vei*y  liberally  allotting  the  portion 
of  the  damned;  to  evef^  Ghriftiart  whbm  he,  partial 
jlidge,    deems^  lefs    perfeA  than  himfelf—- to    every' 
Chriflian  who  is   walking  on  in  the  paths  of  duty 
with    fober     vigilance,    afpirlng    to    perfection  by 
jrogreffivc  attainments,  and  ferioufly  endeavouring 
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through  a.  rational  faith  in  his  Redeemer,   to  make 
Las  calling  and  el  eft ion  fare. 

There  have  been  no  fe6ls  in  the  Chriftain  world, 
however  abfurd,  which  have  not  endeavoured  to  fup- 
port  their  opinions  by  arguments  drawn  frotn  Scrip- 
ture, mifinterpreted  or  mifapplied. 

We  had  a  melancholy  inftance  of  this  in  our  own 
country,,  in  the  lafl  century, — when  the    church  of 
ChriU,  as  well  as  the  government,  during  that  period 
of  national  confiifiqn,  was  torn  afunder  into  various 
{e&s   and    faftions ;    when  fome  men  pretended  to 
have  Scripture  precepts,  parables,  or  prophefies,  to 
plead  in  favour  of  the  mod  impious  abfurd i ties  that 
falfehood  could  advance.     The  fame  fpirit    which 
prevailed  amongft  the  fanatics,  feems  to   have  gotke 
forth  among  thefe  modern  enthufiafis. — Faith,  the 
diftinguifhing    chara^eriftic  of  a   Chriftianyis  de- 
fined by  them,  not  as  a  rational  ajTent  of  the  under- 
ftanding,  to  truths  which  are  eftabliflxetl   by  indif- 
putable  authority,    but  as    a  violent-  perfuaiion  of 
mind,  that  they  are  inftantaneoufly  become  the  chil- 
dren of  God — that  the  .whole  fcore  of  their  fins  is 
for  ever  blotted  out,,  without  the  payment  of  one 

tear  of  repentance. Pleafing  do£lrine  this  to  the 

fears    and  paffions  of  mankind  ! promifiBg  fair 

to  gain  profelytes  of  the  vitious  and  impenitent. 
-^  Pardons  and  indulgencies  are  the  great  fupport  of 
papal  power  ;•  ■     'but  thefe  modern  empirics  in  re- 
ligion have  improved  upon  the  fcheme, pretend- 
ing to   have   difcovered  an  infallible  noftrum  for  all 

incurables, fuch   as  will  preferve  them  for  everv 

—and  notwithilaading   we  have   inllances  of  notori- 


ous  ofienders  among  th^  warn^cft  advocates  for  ixir 

lefs    perfedion, ihp  charm  continues   poWerfuL 

Did  thcfe  vifionarj  notions  of  an  heated  ima- 
gination tend  only  to  amufe  the  fancy,  they  migl^t 
be  treated \vith  contempt: — blit  when  they  d^pre- 
elate  all  moral  attainments  :«— when  the  fuggeftions 
of  a  frantic  brain  are  blafphenK>uily  afcribed  to  the 
Holy  Spirit  of  God  y-«-when  faith  and  divine  love  ^re 
placed  in  oppofition  to  practical  yirtueSy-^tbey  then 
become  the  objeds.  of  averiion.  In  one  fepf(?|  in- 
deedy  many  of  thefe  .deluded  people  demand  our 
tendered  compaffion^-.— whole  diforder  is  in  the 
bead,  rather  than  the  heart  i-  ■  'and  who  call  for 
the  aid  of  a  phyfician,  who  can  cure  the  diAempei> 
ed  Hate  of  the  body,  rather  than  one  who  may 
footh  the  anxieties  of  the  mind. 

Indeed,  in  many  cafes,  they  feem  fo'  mUch  ^ove 
the  ikill  of  either,  ■  that  unlefs  God,  4n  his  mer- 
cy^  rebuke  this  fpirit  of  enthufiafm-  which  is  gone 
out  amongd  us,  no  one  can  pretend'  to  fay  how  far 
it  may  go,  or  what  n>!fchiefs  it  may  do,  in  thcfe 
kingdoms.— Already  it  has-  taught  us  as  much 
blafphemous  language, — and,  if  it  goes  on,  by  the 
famples  given  us  in  their  journals,  will  fill  us  with 
as  many  legendary  accounts  of  vliions  and  reve- 
lations, .as  we  have  formerly  had- from  the  church  of 
Rome.  And  for  any  fecurity  we  have  againll  it,— 
when  tiine  fhall  ferve,  it  may  as  effedually  convert 
the  profeflbrs  of  it,  even  into  popery  itfelf, — con- 
fident with  their  own  principles  j — ^for  they  have 
nothing  more  to  do,  than  to  fay,  that  the  fpirit 
\f  hich  inff  ired  them,  h^is  fignifiedy  that  the  pope  is 
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snfpired  as  well  as  tBey,  and'  confequently  is  infallible 
.■  •    After  which,  I  cannot  fee  how  they  can  pof- 
fiblj  refrain  going  to  jnafs,,  confi&ent  with  their  own 
principles.— ~* 

Thus  much  for  thefe  two  oppolitc  errors  ;t-«' 
the  examination  of  which  has  taken  up  fo  mud) 
time,  that  I  have  Uttle  left  to  add,  but  to  beg  of 
God,  hy  the  affiftance  of  his  H6ly  Spirit^  to  preferve 
us  equally  from  both  extr^mes^  and*  enable  us  to 
form  fuch  right  and  worthy  apprehenfions  of  oot 
holy  religion,— -that  it  may  never  fuffer,  throagH 
the  eoolnefs  of  our  conceptions  of  it,  on  one  ban^r 
.  ■«  ■■  .or  the  immoderate  heat  of  them  on  the  other, 
•^bnt  that  we  may  at  all  times  fee  it— as  it  iit^ 

as  it  was  defigned  by  its  bkfied  Founder, -as  i^^ 

mod  rational,,  fober^  and  confident   inllitutioo  tiz^ 
could  have  been  given  to  the  fons  of  men*. 

Now,  to  Con,  &c.. 
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Let  or  hear  the  eonlcufion  of  the'  whole'  maffcfi^^— *Fcar  GoiJ^^ 
aadHkeep  his  cOfflmaundffleatt':  for-thU-it^Ke^hole  duty  of  tnaol 

JLhe  wife  rnnxif  in  tht  t%iitm'tig  of  ^this  book,  had 
propofed  it  as  a^grttnd  qti^rf  to  be  difcuffed,  I'ofini 
&ut  what  was  good fSr  ft^fSm  ofmen^  which  theyjbould 
db  under  tht  heavens ,  aihihe  ^ys  of^eir  lives :  ■ 
that  is,  whstt  wa9^  the  fitteflT  employmenfy  and  the 
diief  and  {proper  bofinefs,  which  thcj  fliould' apply 
themfelves  to  in  this  world.-«And  hei>e  in  the^tezt^ 
after  a  fiiir  difcuffion  of  the  quefiion,  he  aii^tsilt  16 
be  the  bafinefs  of  religion^.— the  fearing  God,  andh 
keeping  his  commandments.-— l^is  wat^-the  concla* 
fion  of  the  wfaoKfi^  matter,  ■  and  the  natural' refult 
of  all  hir  debates  and  inquiries.-— ^And  I  am  per* 
foaded,  the  more  obferrations-  we  make  upon  the 
fliort  life  of  man,-— ^<i^he  more  we  eirperience, 
and  the  longer  trials  we  haire  of  the  world,  .nand 
^  ftveral^Qvetenfions  it  offers  to  our  bappinefs  j^^-r- 
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the  iQOte  we  (hall  be  engaged  to  think,  like  him> — 
that  we  can  never  find  what  we  look  for  in  any  other 
thing  which  we  do  under  the  heavens,  except  in 
that  of  dutj  and  obedience  to  God.  ■  In  the  courfe 
of  the  wife  man^s  examination  of  this  point,  we 

find  a  great  many  beautiful  reflexions  upon  humaa 
a&irs,,  all  tending  to  ilioftrate  the  conelufion  he 
draws  ;  and  as  they  are  fuch  as  are  apt  to  offer  them- 
felves  to  the  thoughts  of  every  ferious  and  confidenfe 

man,-; 1  cannot  do  better  than  renew  the  imprcU 

iions — ^by  retouching  the  principal  arguments  of  his 
difcourfe — before  I  proceed  to  the  general  ufe  aod 
application  of  the  whole. 

In  the  fornier  parr  of  his  book  he  had  taken  into 
his  coniideratton  thofe  feveraL dales  of  life  to  wbkh 
men  ufually  apply  themfelves  for  happiness-; — firft, 
«— learning — wifdom  j — nexr,— -mirth— jollity  and 
pleafure: — then-«^-«<»power  and  gr^tnefs,——— riches 
aud  poflri{ions« — AU  of  which  axe  fo  far  fcom  an* 
fwering  the.  end  for  which  tbey  were  at  firft  purfu- 
cd^  *  ..that,  by  .a  great  variety  of  arguments— —«-hc 
proves  them  feve/aHy  to  be  fo  manyyirtf  traveU  wbicb 
God  hath  gi'i>en  to  the  fans  ofmtnto  be  exerciftd  there* 
viitb  : — and  in  dead  of.  being  any,  or  all  of  tbeoBy 
our  proper  end  and  employment,  or  fufficiedt  io  our 
happinf^r&-«r-he  .makes  it  plain,  hy  a.feriea  of  ob&r* 
vations  upon  tl^e .  life  of  xnao^— that  they  are  ever 
likely  to  end  with,  othisri;  whefo  they,  had  done  with 
him,— — *that  is,  m-  vanity  and  vexation  of  fpirit; 

Then  he  takes  Aptice  of  th&  feyeral  accidents  of 
Ufe,  which  perpetually  rpb  Uft»  of -what  little  fweeU 
the  fruition  of.  thcfe  jobje^la  4i^i|^t  f«c!n..  to  prwuie 
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ns-  both  with  regard  to  our  endeavours  and   our* 

perfons  in  this  world. 

ift.  With  regard  to  our  endeavour s,-i^hc  fliows 
that  the  moil  likely  ways  and  means  are  not  always 
efieflual  for  the  attaining,  of  their  end :  ■  that,  in 
general, — the  utmoft  that  human  counfels  and  pru<*^ 
deace  can  provide  for,, is  to  take  care,  when  thej- 
contend  in.  a-  race,  that  they  be  fwifter  than  thofc 
who  run  againft  them  ; — or,  when  they  are  to  fight 
a  battle,  that  they  be  llronger  than  tho£e  whom  they 
are  to  encounter .-r-And  yet  afterwards,  in  the  nintb 
chapter^   he  pbTerves,    that  the  race  is  not  to  th^ 

fwift^  nop  the  battle  to  the  ftroog ; neither  y^^ 

bread  to- the- wife,,—— nor  yet  riches  to  mea^of  un- 
det(iaDdirtg,.«-i}or  favour. to. -mc^n  of  ikUl ;  ■■  but 
time.  aiSd  chance  happens  to  them  all.-r-That  ther4 
are  fecret  workings  in  hunoan  affairs,  which  over- 
rule*  all  human  ooatrivance,  and  counterplot/  the 
ivifeA  of:  our  counfels,  in  fo  (Irange  and  unexpe£led. 
a  manner,,  as  to  cad  a  damp  upon  our  bell  fchemes^. 
and  warmed,  endeavousr.    . 

And'then,  Jbr  thofe  ac^dents  to  which  our  per« 
fons  are  as  liable  as   our  labours,-  h^  obf^rvcs  thefe 

thcec  things ;i firftj  the  natural  infirmities   of 

our  bodies,*— which  alternately  lays  us  open  to  th^ 
faclctf^n^a^of  pijaiQ  and  ficknefs;  which,  in*  Hit  fifth- 
chapter,  he  ftyles. wrath  and  forroW;  ucder  which, 
T^heit  a. man  lies  languifbin^  none  of  his  worldly- 
enjoyments  will  fignify  muqh*—- Like  one  that  iingf 
eth  fongs  with,  a  heavy  heait,^^—- -neithtfr  inirth,-fi^ 
nor  power,— nor  riches^  fliall  afford  him  cafe  ;«<*«nor 
wiU.alluthcir  force  boL^aUeiix'to  .fbojs.the.ftioke  of 
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XkTXMT^^^^utthathiJhaU  be  cut  off  in  tit  midfiofhi 
days^  and  then  all  his  thoughts  perijb. — Or  elfe,  what 
is  no  uncommon  fpe^lacle^^^in  the  tnidil  ofallhir 
luxury, — he  may  waftt:  away  the  grcatcft  part  of  his 
Hfe  with  much  wearinefsand  angoilE  ;  and  with  thr 
K>ng  torture  of  an  unrelenting  difes^,  he  maj  wilb 
himfelfto'go  down  into  the  gra ve,^  and  to  be  fee  at 
fibcrty  from  all  his  poffeffions^  and  all"  bis  mi&7, 
at  die  fame  time. 

2dly,.  If  it  be  fuppofed,— that  by  tKe  ftrengtIioC 
iJpiritSy  and*  the  natural  cheerfulhefs  of  a  man's  tem« 
per,  he  (hould  efcape  thefe,  and  live  many  years  ed 
ptjoice  in^them  allf-^^vihicM  is  not  the  lot  of  many  i*^ 
yet  be  mujt'retnember  the  days  ofdarhiejs ;*'^3Mtiir 
tiiey  who  devote  tbemfelves  to  it  perpetual  round  oi 
mirth  and' pleafure,— -cannot  fo  manage  matters  u 
to  avoid  the  thoughts  of  their  fiitttrt  Jlaie^  aad  the 
anxiety  aV6u(  what  (hall  become  of  them^heresfteTi 
vrhen  they  arc  to  depart*  out  of  this  *  world;— thai 
tfiey  cannot*  fo  crowd  their  h^ads,  and  fill  up  their 
lime  with  other  matters^— but  that  the  remenabrance 
of  this  win  fomettmes'beibppermoft^ — ^and'tbruft  it« 
felf  upoii  their  minds  whenever  thty  are  retired  ao^ 
ftrious.— And  as  this  wiU^naturally  prefltet  to  them 
a  dark  profpeft  of  their  future  happinefs,— 4t  muft; 
at  the  fame  time»  prove  no  fmall  damp  and  aQby  te 
what  they  would  enjoy  at  prefent. 

But,  in-  the  third  pkce, — Suppof4 aman  fliouM 
Be  able  to  avoid  ficknefs^^— and  to  put  the  trouble  of 
tht/e  thoughts  \jknv9iSt  fiur  from  him^  yet  there  8 
fomethig  dfe  which  he  caanot  poffibly  dediae ;  oU 
i^ewaLiwavoidablj  flcal  ujpoa  him,r-^itb  illil» 
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infirmities  of  it— when  (as  he  exprefies  it)  the  grind* 
ersJbaU  be  few  ^  and  appetite  ceafes^-^i^when  thofe  wh^ 
Imok  out  of  the  windows  JhaH  he  darkened,  and  the  keef^ 
€rs  of  the  houfe  f^all tremble  /—when  a  man  fliall  be- 
come a  burden  to  himftlf,  and  to  his  friends  y^.^  » 
when,  perhaps,,  thofeof  his  nearefl  relations,  whon^ 
he  hath  moft  obliged'  by  kindhe&i  ftall  think  it  time 
{or  him  to  depart,  to  creep  off' the  ftage,,  and  make 
room  for  the  fuoceedHig  generations. 

And- theny  after  a  little  funeral  pomp  dmournerf*^ 
going' alfout  thefiVeets^ — Vl  mim  {Hall  Be  buried  out  of 
the  waj,  and  in  a  year  or  two  Be  as  much  forgotten, 
as  if  he  had  never  exifted..  For  there  is  no  re«» 

membrance  (fays  he)  of  the  wife  more  than  the  feolV 
-—feeing  that  which  now  is,  in  the  days  to  come, 
ihall.be  forgotten  y  every  day  producing  (bmething 
which  fbems  new  and  fl  range,  to  take  up  men's  talk 
and  wonder,  and  to  drown  the  memory  of  former 
perfons  and  adions.-* 

And  I  appeal  to  any  rational  man,  whether  thefe 
are  not  fome  of  the  mrofl'  material  refieffion»  about 
human  affairs,—— which  occul'  to*'  every  one  who 
gives  himfelf  the  leaft  leifure  to  think  about*  them  ? 
—Now.  from  all  thefe  premifes  put  together.  So* 
Ibmon  infers  this  ffiort  conclufion  in  the  text,  ■■  ■■ 
T*hat  to  fear  Gbd^.  and  keep  his  commandments,  is 
the  whol6  duty  of  man  ;..that,.  to  be  ferious  in  the 
znatter  of  religion^  and  careflil  about  our  future  Hate 
is  that  which,  after  all  our  other  experiments,  will 
be  found  to  be  our^  chief  happihefs,— — our  greateft 
iiitcreft,^^ur  greateft*  wifdoro,— and  that  which 
moft  of  alL  dtfcr ves  our  care  and*  application .-^This^ 
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muft  ever  be  the  laft  refult/  and  the  uJ^o^o£  every 
Vf'ik  man's  obfervations  upon  all  thefe  tranfitory 
things,  and  upon  the  vanity  of  their  feveral  pretences 
to  our  well-being  ;  ■  and  we  may  depend  upon 
ity  as  an  everlafting  truth,  ^  ■■■  that  we  can  never 
find  what  we  f^ek  for-  in  any  other  courfe^  or  any 
other  objefty  ■    .        but    this   one  ;  ■■    and    the 

more  we  know  and  think,  and  the  more  experi- 
ence we  have  of  -the  world,  and  of  ourf elves,  the 
more  we  are  convinced  of  this  truths  -  and  led  hack 
by  it  to  reft  our  fouls  upon  that  God^  from  whenct 

we  came. Every  coniideration  upon'' the  life 

of  man  tends  to  engage  us  to  this"  pointy  .     *to  be 
in  earneft  in  the  concernment  of  ''religion  :— to  love 
and  fear  God  ; — to-provide  for  our  true  iQterefij-^aB& 
do  ourfelves  the  moil  effeSual  fervice,-«*-by  devoting 
eurfelves  to  him, — and  always  thinking  of  him, — 
as  he  is  the  true  and  final  happinefs  of  a  reafonable 
and  an  imiCiortal  fpirit.  \ 

And  indeed,  ^ne  would  think'  it  next  to  impoili^ 
ble,«-->did  not  the  commonnefs  of  the  thing  take  off 
from  the  wonde]:,-«r-that  a  man  who  thinks  at  all — 
ibouldlet  his  whole  life  be  a'  contradi&ion  to  fuch 
obvious  refiedions. 

The  vanity  and  emptiitefs  of  worldlj  ^ods  and 
enjoyments  the  {hortnefs  and  uncertainty  of 

life,— the  unalterable  event  hanging  over  our  heads, 

■  that  in  a  Jew  days,  we  mufi  all  of  us  go  4q  that 
^lacejrom  whence  we  Jball  not  return  ;  the  cer- 

tain tj  of  this,  I  the  uncertainty  of  the  time  wheiH 
—the  immortalitj  of  the  foul, — the  doubtful  and 
xaomentous  iflucs  of  ctgrnitjr^ ,  the  terrors  of 
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damoation,  and  the  glorioas  things  which   are  fpow 
ken  of  the  city  of^  God^^-ace  meditatioDS  fo  obvious; 
and  fo  naturally  check  and  block  up  a  man's  way— ^ 
are  fo  very  intereftingy  and,  above  all,  fo  unavoid« 
able,'  ■■!  -that  it  is  adoniibiiig  hpw  it  was  poiDblei 
at  any  tiBae,  for  mortal  man  to  have  his  head   full' 
of  any  thing  el(t« — And  yet,  was  .the  fame  perfon  to 
take  a  view-  of  the.  ftate  of  the  world^-Wiow  -  flight 
an  obfervatioo  would  convince  himy  that  the  woik 
der  lay,,  in  fa&i'oo  the  ocher  fide  j-^and  thac^  a» 
wifely  as  we  all  difcouife  and  philofopbize  de  com» 
ttinptu  $Mmdi  et/ugafxcttli  ;*— yet,  for  one  who  realljr 
a&si»  the  world^^-^onfifletit  with  his  own  re4ec«^ 
tiona   upon  it,->.p..that    there    are^.mukitudes  whv 
feem  to  take  aim  at  nothing  higher  ;-*-^aiid  as  enipty 
a  thing  as  it  i$,-^are  fo  dazzled  with  it^  as  to  thiiiki 
it  meet  to  build  ^bemacles  of  reft  uppivity--'-^od  fay^ 
It  is  gcod  to  he  Z^^r^.—— Whether,  as  an  able  inquirer- 
into  this  paradox  gueffesy-— whether  it  is,  tliat  men 
do  not  heartily  believe  fuch  a  thing  as  a  future  (late- 
of  happinefs  and  mifery,— — or, .  if  they  do,-     .that 
they  do  not  a^ual]y<^and  ferioufky  confider  it-       but 
fuSer  it  to  lie  dormant  and  ina^ive  within  them,—* 
and  fo  are  as  little^'sfTeiled  with  it,  as  if,  in  truth,,. 
they  Relieved  it  not :— or  whcXher  they  look  upon  it 
through  that  end  .of  the  pcrfpedive  w^ich  reprefents 
ic  as  afar  oft^"r-aod  fo  are  more   forcibly  drawn  by 
the   nearer,  though  the  leffer  loadftone  i     ■■  whether 
thefe,  or  whatever  other  capfe  may  be  afligned  for  it,.. 
— t-he  obfervation  is  ioconteftible,  that  the  bulk'  of 
mankind,  in  pafling  through  this  vale  of  mifery,— ~ 
ufe  it  not  as  a  wtll  to  refrcfli  and  allay, but  fully 


9Z0  scSLiroK  x^yax* 

to  quench  and*  fatisfy  their  third  ;— mindiffg,  or  {^s* 
the  apoflle  fays)  refifhing  earthly  things,— making 
^em  the  end  and  fum^  total  of  their  defines  aiH^ 
wiihesy-^and  in  ^e  "Word, — loving  this  worM^— ' 
Jiift'  as  they  are  comiDanded  to  love  God; — thativ 

— wi/A  all  their  heart,  wiih^U  theiv/oul, ^with  aft 

dieir  mind  and  ftrength.  But  thi»isiiot  the  ftrangeft 
jart  of  this  paradox.  A  man  ffiaH  not  only  lean  arwlF 
fed  upon  tliir  w<>rld  with  his  whole  ftrefe^ut  iff 
many  inAances,  (hall  live  notorioulfybaifand  viiioMi 
M-i-when  h«  is  reproved,  hefliall  feena  convinced  j-' 
When  he  is  ohfejved^he  flia»  be  afhantjed  ;— — wltfir 

he  purfues  his  fini;hc'wai^  it  in  the  dark; »^' 

when  he  has  done  it,  ffiaU^  even-he  difiBitisfied  »n!i 
himfclf  >-yet  ftill,  this  fliall  produce  no  altcrata 
in  his  condua.— Tell  him  he  fliall  one  day  diej- 
or  bring  the  event  ftill  nearer, — and  (how,  that,  ac- 
oording  to  die  courAs  o£  nature,,  he  cannot  poffiWf 
Hve  many   years,— he  will  ligh,  perhaps^^and  tdl 
you,  he  is  convinced  of  that,  as  mueh  as  reafon  and 
experience  can  makiS  him  : — proceed,  and  urge  to  him' 
——that  after  death  comes  judgment,  and  that  be 
will  certainly  there  he  dealt  with  by  a  jtift  God  ac 
cording  to  his  aftions  ;--he  will  thank- God  he  is  no 
dcift, — and  tell  you  with  the  fame  grave  face,— 1^« 
is  thoroughly  convinced  of  that  too  ;— and^  he  be- 
lieves,— ^no.  doubt,  he  trembles  too-.*— and  yet,  after 
all,,  with  all  this  conviftion  upon  his  tnind,^^  yottw 
fee  him  ftill  pcrfevere  in  the  fame  courfe,  and  com- 
mit his  fin  with  as  certain  au'event  and  refolutioi^ 
as  if' he  knew  no  argument  againft-it.-   Theft  notice 
rf  things,,  however  terrible  and  ttrue^pals- through  h« 
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mderllanding  as  an  eagle  through  the  air,  that  reaves- 
io  path  behind. 

So  that,    upon    the  whole^  inft'ead  of  abounding 
^ith  occaiions    to  fet  us-  feriorufly  on  thinking^«*thd^ 
vorld  might  difpenfe  wi  th  many  more  calls  of  this 
tind  J— and"  were  they  feven  times  as  many  as  they 
ire^— >confidering  what  infufficient  ufe   we  make  of 
:hofe  we  have,  all,  I  fear,  would  be  little  enough  to 
>ring  thefe  things  to  our  remembrance  as  often,  and! 
tQgage  us  to  lay  them  to  our  hearts  with  that  affec- 
tionate concern,   which  the  weight  and  intereft  ot 
them  requires  at  our  hands.— —Sooner  or  later,  tha 
moft  inconfiderate  of  us  all  ihall  find,  with  Solomon, 
-Khat  to  do  this  efie£kuaHy,  is  the  whole-  duty  o£' 
nan. 

And  I  cannot  conclude    this  difcourfe  upon  his' 
words,,better,  than  with  a.ihort  and  earned,  exhorta- 

tion,  that  the  fokmnity  of  this  fcafon,. and'  the 

meditations  to  which  it  is  devoted,  may  lead  you  u^ 
(0-  the  true  knowledge  and  pra£Uce  of  the  fame  point,, 
of  fearing  God  and  keeping  bis.  commandments,*-** 
vid  convince  you,  as  it  did  him^  of  the  indifpenfiblb 
ncccflity  of  making  that  the  buiinefs  of  a  man*s  life, 
^hich  is  the  chief  end  of  his  being, — the  eternal. 
h«ppinefs  anAfalvation  of  his  foul; 

Which  may  God  grant  for  the  fake  of  Jefus  Chrifh.. 


f.V^= 
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Afa  :  A  Thankfgiving  Sermon. 
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Ahd  they  fware  nnto  the  Lbrd  with  a  loud  voice,  atrf'witt  <he^ 
ing»  and  with  trumpets,  and  with  corncM.— — Aod  all  the  »<■ 
of  Judah  rejoiced  at  the  oath« 

St  will  be  neceffarj  to  give  a  particular  aecftuntot 
what  was  the  occafion,  as  wellas  the  nature,  of  i" 
oath  which  the  men  of  Judah  fwarc  unto  the  Lord; 
—which  will  explain,  not  only  the  reafons  wbj  it 
became  a  matter  of  fo  much  joy  to  them,  hot  ft?- 
wife  admit  of  an  application  fuitable  to  the  purpoW 
of  this  folemn  alTembly. 

Abijah,  and^  Afa  his  fon,:  were  fucceffive  kings  o. 
Judah.— The  firll  came  to  the  crown-  at  the  clofe  c: 
a  long,  and,  in  the  end,  a  very  unfuccefsful  ^^'' 
which  had  gradually  wafted  the  ftrcngth  and  ricie 
of  his' kingdom.' 

He  was  a  prince  endowed  with  the  talents  w 
the  emergencies  of  his  country  required,  andfs«i»^ 
born  to  make  Judah  a  vi£borious^  as  well  as  a  hi0 
people. — The  condudl  and  great  fuccefs  of  his  artf 
againft  Jeroboam,  had  well  eftablilhod   the  firfl;-^. 
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at  his  kingdom^  which  had  been  fo  tnaQy-.  years  the 
at  of  a  war,  had  been  fo  walled. and  bewildered, 
lat  his  reign,  good  as  it  was,  was  too  ihort  to  ao 
trnphfli  the  latter.*— He  died,  and  left  the  work  un- 
ufiied  for  his  fon. — ^Afa  fucceeded  in  the  room  of 
bijah  his  father,  with  the  trued  notions  of  religion 
id  government  that  could  be  deriy-ed  either  frem 
afon  or  experience.— His  reafon  told  him,  that  God 
ould  be  worlhipped  in  fimplicity  and  finglenefs  of 
:art  ;.r-^therefore  he  took  awaj  the  altars  of  the 
range  gods,  and  broke  down  their  images.  ■  His 
cperience  told  him,  that  the  mod  fuccefsful  wars, 
»ftead  of  invigorating,  more  generally  drained  away 
Je  vitals  of  government,-^and  at  the  beft,  ended  but 
1  a  brighter  and  more  oftentatious  kind,  of  poverty 

nd  dcfolation  ; therefore  he  laid  afide  his  fword, 

^d  ftudied  the  arts  of  ruling  Judah  with  peace.— 
onfcience  would  not  fuffer  Afa  to  facrifice  his  fub*- 
fls  to  private  views  of  ambition,^— and  wifdom  for- 
^de  he  fliould  ,liiffer  them  to  offer  up  themfelves  to 
e  pretence  of  public  opes  ;— fince  enlargement  of 
npire,  by  the  deftruftion  of  its  people  (the  natural 
id  only  valuable  fource  of  ftrength  and  riches),  was 
difhoneft  and  miferable  exchange.— And,  how** 
er  well  the  glory  of  a  conqueft  might  appear  in  the 
'PS  of  a  common  beholder,  yet,  when .  bought  at 
at  coftly  rate,  a  father  to  his  country  WQuld  behold 
e  triumphs  which  attended  it,  and  weep  as  it  paffed 
'  him.— Amidft  all  the  glare  and  jollity  of  the  day^ 
e  parent's  eyes  would  fix  attentively  upon  his  child  ; 
'he  would  difcern  him  drooping  under  the  weight 
^is  attire,  without  ftrength  or  vigour,  his  former 
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'beatttj  aodcoiDelinefs|[oneoff: lie  WoddbeM 

the  coat  of  manj  c  olours  (lained  with  blood,  and  aj 
—Alas  !  they  have  decked  thee  with  a  pwenfi 
pride,  but  not  with  a  parent's  care  and  forefight. 

With  fuch  aficdionate  fentiments  of  governiQa^ 

and  juft  principles  of  religioQ,  Afe'bcgaahisrcip: 

■a  reign  marked  ont  with  new  eras,  and  a(nc- 

ceSion  of  happier  occurrences,  than  what  had  dimo- 

gurflied  former  days. 

The  juft  and  gentle  fpirit  of  the  prince,  infenflJj 
flolc  into  the  breafts  of  the  people,— —The  menoi 
Judah  turned  their  iwords  into  plough- ihareSi  tod 
t'heir  fpeais  into.prariing-hodks.— ^By  induftiyffli 
Tirtuous  labour*  they  acquxr^d^  what  by  fpoil  tii^ 
pme  they  might  Jiave  fought  after  long  in  vain.-^ 
The  traces  of  their  late  troubles  f oon  began  to  weu 
out.     ■    The  cities,  which  h^d  become  ruinous  and 
defolate  (the  prey  of  famine  and  the  fword)  weie 
now  rebuilt,  fortified  and  made  populous*-— F^ 
fecurity,  wealth  and  profperity,  feemed  to  coopofe 
the  whple  biftory  of  AXai^a  reign,-0  Judah  !  what 
could   then    have  1>een  done  more  than  what  was 
done  to  make  thy  people  happy?— v 

What^ne  bleffing  was  withheld,  that  thou  &ottU& 
ever  withhold  thy  thankfulnefs  ?■   ■  ■ 

That  thou  didft  not  continually  turn  thy  eyes  t> 
wards  heaven  with  an  habitual  fenfe  of  God's  voft' 
qie$,  and  devoudy  praife  him  for  fetting  Aiao^^ 
you  ? 

Were  not  the  public  UeiSngs,  and  the  private  tf* 
joyments  which  crery  man  of  Judah  derived  fni* 
ijiem,   fuch    as   to  make  the  continuance  of  tk«* 


Iefirsd>k?-!-vid  what  other  waj  was  there  to  effeft 
t,  than  to  (wear  unto  the  Lprd,  .with,  all  jQur  hearti 
md  fouls,  to  |>erfQTm«  the  covenant  mtde  with  jsour 

'athers  U tp  fecure  .that  favour  aad^intereft  widi 

:he  altaigh.^r  Being,  without  ^wl^ich  the  wifdom  of 
his  world  is  fooliflinef$,  and  Jthe  heft  connefled 
jftems  of  human  poUcj  are  fpe^ulative  snd.aiiy 
projeds|rr*wit]|oat  ifouodation  or  fubftance.  ,  The 
biftor J  pf  their  own  exploits  and  eftabliihment  fince 
they  had  become  a  n$ition,  iiras.a  {t;rotig  coefimuui 
tipn  of  this  dpArinc^.    . 

But  too  free  .and  .unint^rrupted.a  polTeflion  of  God 
Almigh|;jfs  bleffings.,  .fometimes  (thqugh  it  ieetns 
fcraQge^l;o^Cpppofe  it)  even  tejpapts  noen  to  fbcgeC 
hia^^TT-either  fropi  a, .certain. depravity  and  ingrati- 
tude of  nature,  not  to  be  wrought  upon  by  good- 
nefsy-^or  that  thej  are  made  by  it  too  pa^Bonatefy 
fondjof  the  prefent  hour,  and  too  tjioughtlefs  of  its 
gr^t  Author,  w^Qf^e.  ]^Ind  pravi4ence  l>rought  it 
about,  »  This  feem^d  to  h^ve  ^een  the  cafe  with 
the  mep  of.  J^dah ;  .  4  for  notwithftanding  all  that 
God  ha4rd0oe  for  them,  in  plaping  Abj^ah,  and  Afa 
^is  fon^over  ..Jthetn,  and  in^iriug  th^m  with  hearts 
?ind  talents  proper  to  rAtri&ve  the  errors  Qf  the  fore^ 
going  reign,  ,;and  bring,,back  peace  aad  plenty  to  the 
dwellinjg^.of  Judah,.i.-...^j:ejt  thece  appears  no  re^ 
cord  ^  any  .lolcimn  uid  religiQ;us  ac^LnowIedgmeiit 
to  God  for  i^h  fignal  favours.n^The  people  fat 
down  in  a  thanklefs  fccurity,  each  man  uader  bia 
vine,  to  eat  and  drink,  and  rofe  up  to  play  ;'<'«*more 
iblicitotts  to,enjoy  their  ble|Iings,.than  tcudefetye  thieqi 
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Bat  this  ficene  of  trawpiillity  was  not  to  f ubfift 
•vithout  fome  change ; — ^and  ft  fcetned  as  ff  provi- 
dence at  length  had  fuSered  the.  ftream  to  be  iflter- 
mpted>  to  make    them    coofider  whcnGC  it  flowed^ 
*ad  horn  tieccffary  it  had  been  all  along  to  Uieir  fup- 
port.     The  Ethiopians,  ever  .fince  the  beginning  of 
Abfjah's  reign,  until  the  tenth  year  of  'Agfa's,  had 
been  at  peace,— or,  at  leaft,  whatever  fecret  enmitj 
they  bore,  had^xnade  no  open  attacks  npon  the.kiogf- 
dom    of   Judah.      And    indeed,  the   bad     meafures 
which  Rehoboam  had  taken  in  the4atter  part  of  the 
reign  which  immediately  preceded  theirs,  feemed  to 
-have  fayed  the  Sthiopians  the  trouble .     ^or  Reho- 
boam, though,  in  the  downer  part  of  his  reign,  he 
dealt  wifely  ;  yet  when  he  had  eftabltflied  his  king- 
dom, and    ftrengthen^d  himfelf,,  ■    .the  forfbok  the 
laws  of  the  Lord  ;•-*— he  forfook  the  counfel  which 
the  ^Id  men  gave  him,  and  took  counfel  with  the 
young  men  which  were  brxnight  up  with  him  and 
ftood  before  him.    ^uch  ill-ad vtfed  meafurvs,  in  all 
probability,  had  given  tlic  enemies   of  Judah  fuch 
docifive*  advantages  over  her,  that  they  had' fat  down 
tontehted,  and  for  many  years  e^oyed  the  fruits  of 
their  acquiiitions.     But  the  friendflilp  t>f  princes  is 
ieldoiii  tfiade  up  of  better -materials  than  thofe  which 
are  evtry  day  to  be  fecn  ih  private  life,         in  whicb 
finoerity  sKid  affedion  are  not  at  all   confidered  as 
ingredientis.      Change  of  time  and    circumftances, 
j^oduces  a  chtoge  of  councils  and  behavioor.'    Ja« 
dfth,  in  length  of  time,  had  become  a  frefh  tempta- 
fibti,  and  was  worth  fighting  for.     Hdr  riches  an 
plenty  might  firft  make  her  enemies  covet,  9qd  the. 
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the  re»em1>raDce  of  how  dieap  and  eafj  a  prey  Hit 
had  {otttitTlj  bce^i  miglit  make  them  not  doubt  of 
obtaining^ 

By  diefe  apparent  motives  (or  whethei^GoBi  who 
fometiaies  ovemiks  the  heart  ttf^man,  was  pledfcd 
to  tnm  them  by  fecret  ones,  to  the  purpofes  of  hk 
wifdom),  thetambitioii  of  the -Ethiopttms  revired^ 
«-*-JVub  «Q'hoft  of  men,. numerous  as  the  boA 
upon  the  fea4hor«  in  maltitude,—- •-^faty  had  left 
their  country^  ■«<md  were  coiokig  forwards  to  ini« 
vade  tbemv«-What  can '  Judah  propdfe  to  do  in  fo 
terrifying  a  crifis?-— 'Where  can  flie  betdse  herfelf 
for  refiige  ?.^On  one  hand,  her  religion  and  laws 
are^oo  precious  to  be  given  up^^er  trufted  to  the 
-hands  of  a  ftranger  i— -^and,  on  the  ^her  bandy 
how  can  fo  £mall  a  Idngdom/  juil  recovering  ftrength^ 
furroundtiby  an  army  of  a  thoufaod  thouiand  men, 
hefides  chariots  and  horftt,  be  able  «o  withftand  fo 
powerful  a  iiock  }«-«-*— Bat  here  it  appeared,  that 
thofewho,  in  their  profperify,  can  forget  God,  do 
yet  reoKoiber  haaouii^  the  day  of  danger  and  diftrefs^ 
-^-and  can  begia  with  comfort  to  depend  upon  his 
providence^  when  with  comfort /they  can  depend 
open  nothing  cUe.  For  whenyZerah,  the  Ethiopian, 
^^s  come  into  the  valley  of  .Zephatha  at  Maretha, 
Afa,  and  alL  the  men^f  Judah  and  Bepjamioy  went 
out  aaainft  htm ;  ■  and  as  they  went,  they  cried 
toighuly  unto  God.  And  Afa  prayed  for  hSs 
>  people,  and' he  faid,-— '<  O.Lojrd  !  it  is  nothing  with 
^  thee  to  help,  whether  with  aoAnyt  or  with  Aem 
**  that  have  na power  ;-<^lttlp  Us,  O  Lord  our  God.; 
''^  Cor  we  reft  ja  .thee,  and  in  thy  name  we  ^ 
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^<  ag^ft  this  multitude. — ^O'  Lord,   thoa    airt  our 
.  ^S  God :  let.not  osaa^revail  againft  thee.*'     Succeii 
filmoft  feemed  a  debt  due  to  the  piety  of  the  prince^ 
And  the  cootritionof  his..people«     So.fGl^od  fmote  the 
^thiopiap9»  and  dihej  f^Quld  90t  recover  themfelves; 
<-^oi:  thcj  were  .fcattered,  and  utterly  -deftroyed|— 
jiefbre  the  Lord,  and  before  his  hoft.     And  as  thcj 
returned  to  Jerufalem  from  purfuingy<«— behold  the 
Spirit  of  God  came  upon  Azariah,  the  fon  of  Oded 
And  he  went  out  to  meet  Afa^,  and  be  iaid  m\o 
him, — He^r.ye.me^Afs^y  and  all  Judah   and  Ben- 
jatKUn  i-»the  hoKD  \s  wi^h  you,  Mrhilft  ye  are  with 
iiim  9— «nd  if  ye  fe^k  him,  he  will  be  found  of  yoq^ 
■     but  if  ye  forfake  him^  be  will  forfake  yoa-^ 
Nothing  could  more  powerfully  call  honae   the  xoa- 
./cience,  tl^an /p  timely  an  expoftulation.     .The  men 
^of  Judah.and  Bet^amin,  ftru«k  with  a  fenfe  of  their 
,late  deliverance,  and  the  ^  many  other  felicities  they 
:had  enjoyed  ^nce  Afa  was  .king  over  them^   th^ 
gathered  themfelves  together  at  Jerufalem,    in  the 
4hird  month,  in  the^fteeQth  year. of  Aia's  reign  ;— > 
.a^d  they  entered  into  a  covenant  to  feck  the  Lord 
jCrpd  of  their  fathers,  with  all  their  heart,  and  with 
,all  their  foul :  and  they  fware  unto  the  Lord  with  a 
loud  voice,  and  with  ihouting,  and  with  trumpetSi  and 
jwith  comets,  and  all  Judah  rejoiced  at  the  oath* 

One  may.  obfervc  ajkind .of  Juxuriety  in-the  de- 
fcription  which  the.holy  hiflorian  gives  of  the  trans- 
port of  the  men  of .  Jiidah  upon  this  occafion> 
And  fnrc,  if  pver  ma^er  of. joy  was  fo  reafonably 
founded,  as  to  excufe  aby  ezcefies  in  the  expreflions 
^  it.   t.thjs  wjis  one  ;^^For  without  it^^-^e  con- 
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dition  of  Jadah;  though  otherwjfe  thehappieft,  would 
have  beep,  of  all  nations  uoder  heaven,  ihe  moil  mi« 
ferable. 

Let  tts   fuppbfe.  a  -moment,  inftead  of  beipg  re« 

pulfed,    that  the  entexprife  of  the  Ethiopians  had 

profpered  againft  them  ;         like  other  grievous  dif« 

tempers,  where' the  vitals  *are  fitft  attacked,-^Afa^ 

theipJdxig  woiild  have  -been  fought  after,  and  have 

been  made  thd.firft  facrifice.     ^e  muft  either  have 

fal]en4)j  the  fwerd  of  battle^  4^  execution ;  or,  what  is 

worfe,  he  on^uft  have  ftfrrviyed  the  ruin  of  his  country 

t)j  fight,— -and' worn  out  the  remainder  of  his  days  in 

forrow,  for  the.^i&ioQs  which  w^re  come  upon  it^ 

In  fome  ^remote  corner  of  the  -world,  the  good  king 

would  have  beard  the  particulars  bT  Judah's  de» 

flrudion.     He  would  have  been  told  how  the  coua« . 

t^r,   wbich    had   become  dear  -  to  bim  by  his  pa« 

terrral  care,  was  now  utterly  laid  wa(le,^and  all  his 

labour  loft-;         how  the  fences  which  protected  it 

were-torp  up,  and  thetcndeFplant  within,  which  he 

had  fo  4ong  fbekered,    was  cruelly  trbdden  under 

foot  and  devoured.     He  would  hear  how  'Zerah,  the 

Ethiopian,  when  he  had  overthrown   the  kingdom, 

thought  hiqifelf  bound  in  conlcience  to  overthrow  the 

religion  of  it  too,  and  eflablifli  his  own  idolatrous  one 

Ui  Its  ftead  s— That,  in  purfuance  6f  this,  the  bolj 

i^igion,^  which  Afa  had  refornoed,  had  begun  evcrjf 

Whcrc'to  be  evil  fpoken  of,  arid  evil  entreated :— 

That  it  was  firft  baniifhed  from  the  courts  of  the 

king^s  boufie,  ^pd  the  midft  of  Jerufalem,— ^— and 

then  fled  for  fafety  out  of  the  way  into  the  wildernefej, 

-find  found  no.city  to  dwell  in :— That  Zerah  had  J^ 
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^bailt  the  ilur$  of  the  ftrange  gods,  nehich  AfaV  piety 
h^  broken  down,— and  fet  up  their  images- 


.That  his  commandmeRt  was  urgent^  that  all  fhou^ 

'  fall  down  and  worfliip  ^e  idol  he  had  made : — Th^y 
to  complete  the  tcde  of  their  qptifeties,  there  was  no 

:  profpeA  of  deliverance  for  any  Isit  the  worft  of  b^ 
fiibje£ls  ;— thofe  Who,  in  his  teign,  had  either  lean- 
ed in  their  hearts  towards  thefe  idolatries^— ot  ivhofe 
principles  and  morab  Were  fnch,  that  stll  teligross 
fuited  tbem  alikej— Aut  that  tht  hbncH  and  cqiu 

vflbiendous  men  of  Juoah,  unable  tb  hehdlA  fubh  abo- 
minations, hung  down  etrerj  man  hi;^  head  Jike.a 
bulrulb,  and  put  fackdoth  ai^d  alhes  undtr  faiao. 
This  pidure  of  Judah^s  defolation  ipi^t  'be'Tome 

.  refeniblance  of  what  everj  one  of  Afa'b  fnb]e6ts 
would  probably  form  to  himfelf,  the  day  he  folem« 

^jiized  an  exemption  from  it.  And  the^tra'nfport  was 
natural^— To  fwc^ar  unto  thejj^ord  with  a  loud  voios» 
and  with  Ihbutlng  and  with  trumpets,  and  with  coc- 
nets ; — to  rejoice  at  the  oath  Whieh  fecnrcd  their  £a« 
ture  peace,  and^<reUbrate  it  with  all  external  marks 

,pf  gl^dnefs. 

I  have  at  length  ,gotie  through  the  ftofy,  whi<;h 
gave  the  occafion  to  this  religious  aft  which  is  re« 
corded  of  the  men  of  Judah  in  the  text. 

I  believe  there  is  not  one,. in  (tiered  ^ctiptate 
that  bids  fairer. for  a  paralld* to  Ojur  own  times^  or 
that  would  admit  of  an  application  4nore  fuiuUe .  to 

.the  folemnity  of  this  day. 

But  men  are  apt  to  be  ftruckMW^hijkenefies  in  to 
different  a^mahner,  from  the  different  points  of  view 
i*  which  they  ftaad,  as  WjjB.as  thrfr  iivcrfty  ofjudg;. 
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illents^  that  h  is  generally  a  very  unacceptable  pkceof 
offictoufnefs  to  fix  aijy  certain  degrees  of  appro^cb* 

H  this  eafe  it  feems  fufEcient,*— ^that  tbofe  who 
will  difcera  theleaft  refemblaocey  will  difcern  eoough 
to  make  them  ferioufl}^  oom^ly  with  the  devotion  of^ 
th^  day  ;--^aiid  that  thofe  wKo  afe  affe^d  with  it  iA 
a  ftronger  maaner,  and  fee^  the  bleifiag  of  aproteftaot 
king   in  its  binA  light,  with  all  the  mercies  which 
niade  way  for  it,  will  have  flill  more  abundant  rea*- 
iea  to  adore  thar  good  Being,  who  h^  all  al^ng  pro- 
te&iMi  H  from  tlh^  eixeli^ie^  which  have  rifen  up  to  do  * 
itviol^c^  ;*-»<-but  morQ  e.fjpeQiaUy^-in  a  late  infiance, 
by  tomiog  dpwn  the  cm^t^lst  of  the  frowacd  head- 
l^fng,— %a]|d.  coG^fqundipg  the  devices  of  t^ie  crafty ,<>*-.  ' 
fd  that  their ^hands  coixki.  nox  perfojCTn  their  enterprise. 
•-^Thoiigb  t^ia  event,^  fir  H??ny  reafona,  will  e\"ei*  be 

told  a9¥>ngft  the  feliqities  of  thefe  d^ys  ; yc^  for, 

aose  moro  fo^  .  n  'than  that  it  has  given  us  a  freili 
m^fi^Qi  tj^e. cootiou^^of  Qe^'Almighty's  favour 
to  us  ;  ^a  part  of  that  great  complicated  bkfiing 
{sir  which  we  ai^e  gadiared  togi^thes  to  reflim  him  ' 

Lw  u»i  thcrefere,.  I  brfeech  joajj^  endeavour  to  do 
it  in  the  way  which  becdrfie^'^'wife  men,  and  which 
is  likely  to  be  moft  acceptable  ;— and  that  is,——  " 
t6  purfue  the  intentions  of  his  providence,  in  giving 
v^  the  occafion — to  becSdme  bdttet  men,  and,  by  an 
holy  and  ah  honeft  converfation,  make  ouffelves  ca«^ 
pabt^  of  enjoying  what  God  has  done^  for  us.— In 
vain  flisdl  we  celebrate  the  day  with  a  loud  vdice,  and 
with  ihduting,  and  'with  trumpets,-^if  we  do  not'do 
idikewKe  with  the  internal  and  more  certain  marko^ 
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of  fincerity, — a*  reformation  and  parity  in  our  maa* 
ners.     It  is  impoi&ble  a  finful  people  can  either  be 
grateful  to  God,  or  properly  loyal  "to  their  prince. 
They  cannot  be-  grateful  to  the  one,  becaufe  they 
liye  not  under  a  ftrnfe  of  hi&  mercies,->-nor  can  thcj 
be  loyal  to  the-other,  becauCe  they  daily  offend  in  two 
of  the  tendercH  points  which  concern  his    wel£uc^ 
—by  firll  difeng aging  tho  providence  of  Goj)  .from 
taking  our  parr,  and  then  giving  a. heart  to  our  id- 
Tcrfaries  to  lift  their ^  hands  againft  us,  who  ao^ 
know,  that,  if  we  forfake  GoB^  GroD  will  forfskc  ns. 
Their  hopes,  their  defigns,  their  wickednefs  agaiofl 
us,  can  only  be  built  upon  ours  towards  God.- 

For  if  they  did  not  think  we  did  evil^  jthey  dtuft 
iiQt  hope  we  could  p^rifli. 

Geafe,  therefore,  to  do  eyil ;  i  ■  for  bj  following 
Txghteoofnefs,-  you  will  make  the  hearts  of  your  ene- 
mies faint;  they  will  turn  l!heir  backs  againft' year 
indignation,  and  the  weapons  will'  fall  from 

their  hands. 

Which  may  Gob  ^rant,  through  the  merits  and 
mediation  of  his  Son  jEaU9  Christ  ;  to  whom  be  all. 
honour,.Scc.     Amen, . 


f. 
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Follow  Peace* 
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Mioir  peace  with  all  men,  and  holincfs,  without  which  no  tA)ii 

ib&U  fee  the  Lord. 

HE  great  end  and  defign  of  our  holj  religion^,  next 
to  the  main  view  of  reconciling  us  to  GoDj  was  to 
reconcile  us  to  each  other  ;— by  teaching  us  to  fub- 
diie  all  tho£e  unfriendlj  difpoiitions  in  our  nature^  ' 
^hich  unfit  us  for  happinefs^.and  the  focial  enjoj«. 
inent  of  the  many  blemngs  which  God:  has  enabled 
us  to  partake  of  in  this  world,,  miferable  as  it  is  in 
many  refpefls.^— 4ISould  Ghriftianity  perfuade  the  pro« 
feffors  of  it  Into  this  temper,  anS  engage  us,  as  its 
doftrine  requires,  to^gp  on  and  exalt  our  natures,  and 
after  the  fubduftion  of  the  moil  unfriendly  of  our 
pafRons,  to  plant,  in  the  room  of  them-,  all  thofe 
(more  natural  to  the  foil)  humane  and  benevolent  in- 
clinations, which,  in  imitation  of  the  perfedions  of 
God,  (hould  difpofe  us  to  extend  our  love  and  good- 
nefs  to  our  fellow- creatures,  according  to  the  extent 
of  our  abilities,-^in  like  manner  as  the  goodnefs  of 
Goo  extends  itfelf  over  all  the  works  of  the  creation  : 

K4 
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conW  thi  a  Be  accomplifhed^  the  world  would 
be  worth  living  in  ;— and  might  be  confidered  by  us 
as  a  foretaile  of  what  we  ihould  enter  upon  hereafter.  - 

But  fuch  a  fyftem^  jou  will  faj,  is  merely  vifion- 
ary  ;  ■■      and  confidering  man  is  a  creature  fo  befet 
with  fclfifbnelsy  and  other  fretful  pailions  that  pro^ 
penfity  prompts  htm  to,*— thbugh  it  is  to  be  wiibcd, 
it  isaot  to  be  ezpeAed. — ^But  our  religion  enjoins  us 
to  approach  as  near  this  fair  pattern  as  we  can  ;  tad 
if  it  be  poifible,  as  much  as  lieth  ia.  us,  to  live  peace- 
ably with  all  men  ;- where  the  term,  J^/<?^^,— • 
I  own,  implies  it  may  not  only  be  difficulty  but  fisoe* 
times  impoffible.— Thus  the  words'of  the   tex^—— 
Follow  peace,— may  by  fome  be  thought  to  impl;^ 
that  thi»  defirable  blelShg  may  fometimes   fly  Koo^ 
us  :-«»but  ftill'  we  are  required  to  follow  it,  and  not- 
eeafc  the  pul^fuir^  tilt'we  have  ufed  all  warrantable 
methods  to  regain  and  fettle  it : — becaufe^  adds  the 
apoftle,  without  this  frame  ofinind/^o  man  fliaO'fee- 
the  Lord.     For  heaven  is  the  region^  as  well  as  -  the 
recompenfe,  of  *  peace  and  benevolence ;  and  fuch  as 
do  not  dcfire  and  pronM>te  it  here,  are  not   qualified 
to  enjoy  it  hereafter. 

For  this:  caufe,  in  Scripture  language, — peace  is 
always  Tpoke  of  as  the  great  and  compreheofive  bleC-- 
fing,  which  included  iti  it  all  manner  of  happinefs  ; 
;^and  to  wifli  peace  to  any  houfe  or  perfon,  was,  .is. 
cne  wosd,.jto  wrih^  them  all  that  was  good  and  de- 
firable.——rBecaufe  happinefs  confifts  in  the  inward 
complacency  and  fatisfadion  of  the  mind  ;  and  be 
who  has  ibch  a  difpofition  of  foul,  as  to  acquiefce 
and  reft  contented  with  all  the  cyents  of  Providence, 
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CSHH  Want  fiotfaing^  this  world  can  give  hiin.-»-Agree» 

able  to  thby p-that  (horty  but  mofi  compFehenfirti 

hymn,  fang  hj  angels  at  our  Saviour *s  birth,  deck* 

ratory  of  the  joj  and  happy  ends  of  his  iQcaraatitni,  • 

-*«fter  glory,    in  the  firft,  to  God, — the  next  note 

which  founded,  was.  Peace  upon  earth,  and  good-* 

will  to  xacn.— It  was  a  public  wifli  of  happinefs  to 

natekindy  and  implied  a  folemn  charge  to  purfue  the  ' 

means  that  wdfuldever  lead  to  it.— And  in  truth,  the 

good  tidings  of  the  gofpel  are  nothing.,elfe  but  a  - 

grand  roefiage  and  cmbaffy  of  peace,  .to  let  us  know,  • 
that  oyr  peac6  is  made  in  heaven* 

The  prophet  liaiah  ftjles  our  Saviour  the  Prince 
ef  Peace,  long  before  be  came  into  the  world  :  and^- 
toatifwer  the  title,  he  A^ade  choioe  to  enter  into  it  at 
a  time  when  all  nations  were  at  peace  with  each  ' 
ether;  which  was  in  tli'e  days  of  Ahguftus,— when ^ 
the  temple  of  Janus  was  fliut,  and  all*  the  alarms  o£  '• 
^ar  were  ho&ed  and  filenced  thronghou^  the  worlds  • 
•**At  his  birth,  the  hod  of  hoavea  defocnded^  and  ^ 
proclaimed  peace  on  earth ;  as  the  beft^ftate  and  tem^  - 
per  the  world  conl*  be  in  tcr  receive- and  welcome 
the  Author  of  it.     His  future  cenver&tion  and  doc- 
trine, here  upon*earth,  was  every  way  agreeaWe  with  ' 
his  peaceable  entrance  upon  it  ;«^Hhe  whole  courfe  of 
his  life  b^rng  but  one  grefit^  example  of  meeknefs  ' 
peace  and  patience.     At  hiar  death-,  it  was  the  only 
legacy  he  beq^ireathed  to  his  folIo^er8,--*My  peace  I ' 
give  unto  you.-  ""How  for  this  h*&  taken  pkice,  or  • 
heen  aftually  enjoyed,»^is  not  my  intention  to  en- 
large upon,  any  farther  than  juft  to obferve how.  pre-" 
ciousr  a  beq^eft  it  was,  f i  ot»  the  many  mi&ries-  and>' 


.  calamities  ^bich  liave^  aud^ever  will,  cnfiie  from  the 
vaot  of  it*  If  we  look  into  the  larger  circle  of  the 
world ;  what  defolations,  .diflelutions  of  govern- 
ment, and  invafions  of  property  !;.  what  rapine, 
plunder,  aad^profanation  of  the  moft  facced  rights  of 

-  .mankind,  are  the  certain  unhappy  efFed^  x>f  it  !<— — 
Fields  dyedJa  blood,...  ■     the  cries  of  orphans  and 
widows,  bereft  of  their.  bcft>help,  too  fully  inftruft 
us.-— —Lpokr into. psivate life ^  behold  how  goodsfld 
pleafant  a  thing  it  is  to  live  together:  in  unity  i^.^^ii 
is  like  the  precious  ointment  poured  uppa  the  bead 
of  Aaron,  that  rua  down  to  his  flurts  ;— imgortiog, 
that  this  balo^  of  life  is  felt  and.enjpyedr,  not  onijby 
governors  of  kingdon^,.^but  is  derived  dpvm  u>  the 
lowed  rank^of  life,  and  tafied  in  the  moft  private  rt- 
ceifes  ;~.-.all^  from  the  king  to  the  peafant,  are  re- 
frethed  with  its  bleiliogs,  without  which,  we  can  find 
XK>  comfort  in  any  thiagthis  world  can  give.— It  is 
this  Ueffing  gives  every  one  to  fit  quietly  .uader.his 
vine,  and  reap  the  fcuits.  p&bis  labybur  and  induilry, 
— «>iii  one  word^-^which-rbefpeaks  who  is  the  beflower 
of  it*       ilt-is-tbatonly  which  keeps  up  the  harmony 
and  order  of  .the  -world,  and  preferves  cyctj  thing  in 
it  frooai  ruin  and  iCOfifuCon.  , 

There  is  one  (ayijigpf  our  Saviour's'  recorded  by 
St.  Matthew,  which,  at  firfl  fight,  feems  to   carry 

'  fome  oppofition  ^to  .this  doAtine  ;■■  ■  ■  I  xame  not  to 
fend  peace  on  earth,  ,.but. a  £word«-f^But  thi»  reaches 
.no  farnl^r  tbaa  the  bare  words,  not  enteriag  fo  deep 
as^  to  qiFtift  the  fenfe,  or  imply  any  pontradidion,--»- 
inti mating  only^— ^that  the  preaching  of  the  gofpel 
wilL- prove,  in  the  tv^t,  thiough  fundryi  unhappy 
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eaufesy— -fuch  as  prejudices,  the  corruption  of  men's 
hearts,  a  paiHon  for  idolatry  and  fuperftition, — the 
oecafion  of  much  variance  and  divifion,  even  amopgft 
oeareft  relations  ;..*j'ea,  and  oft-times  of  bodily  death, 
and  many,  calamities  and  perfecutions,  which  actual- 
ly enfued  upon  the  fif ft  preachers  and  followers  of 
it.  Or  the  words  may  be  underilood,-— -as  a  beautU 
ful  defcription  of  the  inward  contefts  and  oppofition 
which  Chriftianity  would  oecafion  in  the  heart  of 
man,— -from  its  oppofltipn  to  the  violent  pailions  of 
our  nature, — which  would  engage  us  in  a  perpetual 
warfare.  Tlus  was  not  only  a  fword,— a  divifioa  be- 
twixt neareft  kindred  i  but  it  was  dividing  a  man 
a|;ainft  himfelf  9  fetting  up  an  oppofition  to  an  intereft  * 

long  eftabliflied, rftrong  by  nature, — .more  fo  by 

uncontrolled  cuftom,— *This  is  verified,  every  hour, 
itt  the  ftruggle  for  mattery  betwixt  the  principles  of 
the  world,  the  fleib,  and  the  devil  ;"-which  fet  up  fo 
fttong  a  confederacy,  that  there  is  need  of  all  the 
^Ips  which  reafon  and  Ghriftianltj  can  offer  to 
bring  them  down. ' 

But  this  contention  is  not  that  againft  which  fuch 
exhortations  in  the  gofpel  are  levelled ;— ..^for  the 
Scripture  muft  be  interpreted  by  Scripture,  and  be 
made  confiftent  with  itfelfi — —And  we  find,  the  di- 
fiinguilhing  marks  and  dd6trines,  by  which  all  men  ' 
Were  to  know  who  were  Chrift's  difciples,  was.  that 
benevolent  frame  of, mind  towards  all  our  fellow- 
creatures,  which,  by  itfelf,  is  a  fuflicient  fecurity  for 
the  particular  fbcial  duty  here  recommended  ;  fo 
far  from  meditations  of  war— —for  love  thinketh  no 

evil  to  his  neighbour  ; fo  far  from  doing  any,  it 

S  6 


1X8.  SERMbir  XLU 

I 

harbounnottbeleaffthought  of  it ;  but,  oft  the  con- 
trary, rejoices  with  them  that  rejoice^  and  weeps  with 
them  that  weep. 

This  debt  Chriftianity  has  highlj  exalted  :  though^ 
it  is  a  debt  that  we  were  fenfible  of  before,  and  ac- 
knowledged to  be  owed  to  human  nature^^whichy 
as  we  all  partake  of,— fo  ought  we  to  pay  it  in  a 
fuitable  refpcft.     For  as  meo,  we  are  allied  together 
in«  the  naturalr  bond  of  brotherhood,  and  are  mem-^ 
bers  one  of  another.— ^We  have  the  fame  Father  in 
heaven^  who  made  us,  and  takes  care  of  us  all.     Out 
earthly  extra  jlion  too,  is  nearer  alike,  than  the  pride - 
of  the  world  cares  to  be  reminded  of; — ^For  Adam 
was  the  father  of  us  all,  and  Eye  the  mother  of  a0. 
living.-.— The  prince  and  the  beggar  fprungitom 
the  fame  docks,  as  wide  afunder  as  the  branches  are, . 
——So  that,  in  this  view,  the  mofl:  upftart  family 
may  vie  antiquity,  and  compare.  fanwHcs  with  thc* 
greateft  monarch&.«— .We  are  all  formed,  too,  .of  the 
fame  mould,  and  mud  equally  return  to  the   fame- 
duft. — So  that,  to  love  our  neighbour,  find  live  qoiet- 
ly  with  him,  is  to  live  at  peace  with  o»rfelves. — ^He 
is    but   felf -multipHed, ,  and   enlarged    into  another 
form ;  and  to  be  unkind  or  crueLto  him,  is  but,  as 
Solomon  obferves  of  the  unmerciful^''  to  be-  cruel  to 
our  own  flefh.— -As  a  farther  motive  and  engagement 
to  this  peaceable  commerce  with  each  other,— Gon 
has  placed  us  all  in  one  another's  power  by  turns,— 
in  a  condition  of -mutual  need  and  dependence.— —— 
There  is  no  man  fo  liberally  flocked  with  earthly 
buffings,  as  to  be  able  to  live  without  another  manV 
aud .GoD,,.Jn  his  wifdom^.^has  _fo  difpenfcdJiii 
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gifts,  im  varioms  kinds  and  meafures,  as  t&  render  us 
helpful,  and  make  a  fociallntercaurfe  indifpenfatikt* 
-^ — The  prince  depends  on  the  lAour  and  induftry 
of  the  peafaht  ;-i-and  the  wealth'  and  honour  of  the 
greateft  perfons,  are  fed  and  fupported  from  the  fame, 
fource. 

This  thc^poftlc  hath  elegantly  fet  forth  to  us,^  byv 
the  familiar  refemblance  of  the  natural  body;  wherein 
there  are  ma^iy  members^  and  all  have  not  the  fame  ' 
office;  but  th^e  different  faculties  and  operations  o£ 
each  are  for  the  ufe  and  benefit  of  the  whole-*— 
The  eye  fees  not  for  itfelf,  but  for  the  other  meni- 
bcrs ;— *aod  is  fet  up  as  a  light  to  direft  them  : 
the  feet  ferve  to  fupport  and  carry  about  the  other 
parts;  and  the  hands  a  A  and*  labour  fdr  them  all* 
It  is  the  fame  in  ilates  and  kingdoms,  wherein  these 
are  many  members^  yet  each  in  their  feveral  funftions 
and  employments  ;  which,  if  peaceably  difcharged^  * 
ate  for  the  harmony  of  the  whole  fl ate. — Someare 
eyes  and  guides  to  the  blind  ;—— others,  feet  to  th^^ 
lame  and  impotent  ;—fome  to  fupply  the  place  of  t!» 
head,  to  affift  with  counfel  and  direftion  ;— others 
the  hand;  to  be  u£eful  by  their  labour  and  induftry. 
To  make  this  link  of  dependence  ftill  ftronger,— — 
there  is  a  great  portion  of  mutability  in  all  human 
affairs^, to  make  benignity  of  temper  not  only  out* 
duty,  butour  intereft  and  wifdom.     There  is  no  con- 
dition  in  life  fo  fixed  and  permanent  as  to  be  out  of ' 

danger,  or  the  reach  of  change : and  we  all  may  .- 

depend  upon  it,  that  we  fliall  take  our  turns  of  want* 
ing  and  defiring.  By  how  many  unforefeen  caufes 
may,  riches  take  wing.l-^The  crowns  of  princes  may/ 


mongft  found  vaA  impartial  critics. — ^Bnt  toi'-hetlM  - 
negligence  and  prepolleflion'ftopt  their  ears  againft 
the  voice  of  the  charmer^  that  th^  turn  over  thoie 
awful  faicred^  pages  with  inattention   and  an  unbe- 
coming indifference,  unaffefted  amongll  ten  thonfiuid 
fublime  and  noble  paflages,  •whieh^  bj  the  rules  of 
found  critifcifm  and  reafon,  may  bedemonftratedto  ' 
be  truly  eloquent  and  beautiful. 

Indeed,  .the  opinion  of  falfe  Greek  and  barbaroitf 
language,  itk  the  Old  and  tftw  Tefltament,  had.  Sat 
fome  ages,  been-  a  ftumblYOg-Uock  to  another  fetof' 
men,   who  were  profdSiedly  great'  readers  and  ad- 
mirers of  ^thc'^ancietits— — The  facred  writings  were, 
by-theie  perfons,.'Vudely  attacked  on  all  fides:  ez« 
prcSons.  which  came  not  "within  the  compafs  of  i\itk 
tiarmog,  were  branded  with  barbacifm  and  foleofm^ 
words  which  fcarce.  figuified'any  thing,  but  the  ig- 
norance of  thofe  who  laid  fucU  gi:ound]efs  charges 
on  them.  •  PrefumptuousL  nan  !  ■    ■■  Shall  he,  who* 
i»  but  duft  and  aflxesi,  dare  to  fitid  fault  with  the 
words  of  that  B^i^^  wbo  firfi  inlpired  man  with 
language,  and  taught  his  mouth  to  utiter;  who  open- 
ed  the  lips  of  the  dumb^  and  made  the  infaht  elo- 
qiient  ?-i— ^Tbefe  p(:rfons,|  as  they  attacked  the  in- 
fpired  writbgs  on.«the  foot  of  critics  and  men  of 
learniDgy   accordingly  have   been   treated  as  (jicb  : 
and  though  >  a  (horter  way  ooigbthave  been  gone  to 
work^  which  was,|— »tbat  as  their  acculations  reach- 
ed  no  farther  than  the  1>are  words  and  phraCsoIegy 
of  the  Bible,  they  in  no  wife  affe&ed  the  fentiments 
andfoundneis  of  the  doftdnes,  which  were  convey*  * 
cd  with  as  much >clearne&'  and  perfpicuity  to  man** 


kind,  as  they  could  have  becn^   had  the   language" 
beea  written  with   the  utmoft  elegance  and  gram- 
matical nicotj.      And   even   though  the  charge  of^ 
barbarom  idioms  could^be  mmde  out ;    ■        ■  yet  the  . 
caufe   of  Cbriftiamty  was  thereby  nowife  affefted^  > 
but  remained  julhin  the^ate  they  found  it.  — ^Yet, 
unhappily  for  thetn^  they  even  mifcarried  in  their  < 
favourite  point  ;■■  ■    there  being  few;  if  any  at  alf| 
of  the  Seriptuxe  cxpreffions,  which  may  not  be  juf* 
tified   by   numbers   of  parallel  modes  of  fptakiogf 
made  afe  of  amongft'  the  pureflr  and  moil  authemie 
Greek  authors,— —This,  an  able  hand  amongft'-us^ 
not  many  years  ago,  has  fufficiently  made  out,  and^ 
thereby  baffled  and  expofed  all^  their  pi:efifmptuous  ^ 
and  ridiculous  affertions-.  ■ .  ■  Thefe  ^erfons,  h^d-^ 

«ad  deceitful  as  they  were,  are  yet^fjM:  outgone  by 
a  third  Jet  of  nnen.— -I'wifli  we  had  not  too  maiiy>^ 
inftanoes  of  them,  who,   like   fotil   (lomachs,  that,, 
tuin  the  fweeteA  food  to*  bhtetnefs',  upon  airocca:^ 
fions  endeavour  to  make  merry  with  the  facred  Scrip, 
tnre,  and  tum"«vcry  thing  they  meet  with  thereiir> 
into  banter  and  burlefque.  >■      But  as  men  of 'this 
ihimp^  by  their  excefs  of  wickednef^  and  weaknefe 
togethcr,t   have  entirely  difarmed  us  from  arguing: 
with  them  as  rreafonable  creatures,*  it  is  not  only« 
niaking  them   too  confiderable,  but  like  wife  to  no'' 
purpofe,  ,to  fpend  much  time  about  them  ;— — they 
being,  in  the  language  of  the  Apoftle,  creatures  of* 
no  underftanding,  fpcaking  evil  of  things  they  know, 
liot,  and  (hall  utterly  perifh  in  their  owti  corruption. 
—•Of  thefe  two  l2ift,\th«  one  is  difijualified  from  be- 
2Bg  argued  with,  and  the  other  hasnooccafion  foe. 
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it;  the  J  hang  aJready?fikDCcd,      ■  Yet  thofe'tbat 
were  firft  meatioaed^  may  not  altogether  be  thought 
tmworthj  of  out  endeavours ;     ■   being  perfbns,'  as 
was  hinted  above,  who,  though  their  tafles  are  fo 
far  vitiated  that  they  cannot  relifli  the  facred  Scrip- 
tures, jet  have  imaginations  capable  of  being  raifcd 
bj  the  fancied  excellencies  of  claffical  writers.-""— 
And  indeed;;  tbefe  perfons  claim  from'  us  feme  de- 
gree of  pity,   when,,  through    the  unikiifalnefis^  of 
preceptors  in  their  youth^-^r   fome- other  unbappj 
clrcumftance    in   their  education,   they    have  been 
taught  to  form  £aUe  and  wretched  notions  of  good 
writing.— —When  this  is'the  cafe,,  it  is  no  wonder 
they  ihould  be  more  touched  and  afieded  ivith  tbc 
drefled-up  trifles  and  empty  conceits  of  poets   and 
riietoricians, .  than  they^re  with,  that  true  fubUmi^ 
and  grandeur  of  fentiment  which  glow  throii^hoat 
every  page  of<he  infpired  wtitings*    Bf  way  of  in- 
formation, fuch  ihould  be  inftrufled. 

There  are  two  forts  of  elocjuence ;  the  one,  in- 
deed, fcarce  deferves  the  name  of  it,  which  confi&s 
chiefly  in  laboured  and  poliihed  periods',  an  oyer-ciiw 
rious  and  artificial  arrangement  of  figures,  tinfelled 
(^ver  with  a  gaudy  embelliihment  of  words,  which 
glitter,  but  convey  little  or  no  light  to  the  under.- 
ftanding.— -This* kind  of  writing  is,  for  the  moft 
parr,  much  affeded  and  admired  by  people  of  weak 
judgment  and  vitious  tafte,  .but  is  a  piece  of  aflfeda* 
tion  and  formality  the  facred  writers^are  utter  flran^ 
gers  to.  ■  It  is  a  vainr  and  boyiih  eloquence  ;  and 
dsdt  has  always  been  eflieemed  below  the  gre^t  gf- 
niouiesof  all  ages^  fo^  much  more  fo,  withrefpe&to 
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writers  Dvho  were  aAoated  bj  the  fpirit  of  in* 

fioite  wifdom,  and  therefore  wrote  with  that  feree 

and  majefty  with  which  never  man  writ«i   ■■■    ■    The 

other  fort  of  eloquence  19  quite  the  reverfe  of  this,  < 

and  which  may  be^faid  to  he  the  true  charafteriftic 

of  the  holy  Scriptures ;- where  the  excellence  does 

not-Arife  fponva  kboured^md  far-fetched  elocutioo, 

1>ut  from  a  ftirprifing  mixture  of  fimpUcity  and  ma- 

jefly^^— which  is  a  double  charafter^ .  fo    difficult 

to  be  united,  th^t  it-is  feldom  to  be  met  with^ 

cempofitions  merely  hu«an.— We  fee  nothing,  in 

holy  writ,  of  aSedation  and.  fuperfluoua  ornament. 

As  the  infinite  wife  Being  has^condefcended-to  (loop 

to  our  language,  thereby  to  convey  to '  us  the  light 

of  revelation,  fo  has- he  been -pleafed^gracioufly  to 

accommodate  it  to  us   with  the- naoft  natural. and 

graceful  t>laifinefs  it  would  admit  of-:— ^Now,  it  is 

obfervaUe,  that  the  moft  exoellent  profane  authors, 

i^hether  Greek  or  Latin,  lofemoft  of  their  graces, 

whenever  we  find  them  literally  tranflated,-— Hq« 

njer's  famed   reprcfetatotiott' of  "Jbpiter,  in  his  firft 

bbok.  ;'-*his  cried*up*defcription  of  a.  temped. ;*->his 

'  relation^  of  Neptune  Ihaking  the  earth,  and  opening 

it' to  its  centre ;  >      his  defcription  of  Pallas 's  horfes  ;. 

with  numbers  of  other  long-fince  admired  paiTages, . 

■     ■■  flag,*  and  aknoft  vantih  away,  in^e  vulgar  La« 

.  tiii  tranfl^tion. 

Let  aiify  one  but  take  the  pains^  to  read  the  com-  - 
tnon  Latin  interpretation  of  Virgil,  Theocritus,  i>r 
even  of  Pindsir,  and  one  may  venture  to  affirm,  be 
will  be  able    to  trace  out  but  few  remains  of  the 
{^r^ces  which  charmed  him  .fo  touch  in  the  origina), 


The  nAlosal  condufion  from  heace»  if,'  ^at  in  the 
dftficil  uiiborsy  tb«  tzprefficm,  the  fweetmb  •£  the 
aliaibwsy  occafiooed  bj  a  mufical  placing  of  words; 
cooftitute  a  great  plrt  of  thtir  beauties  i^-^wbcrcaa^ 
in  the  Sacred  Wrkiogs^   they   confift  more  id  the- 
gfieatnefa  of  the  things  themfclves^  than  ia  the  words 
and  cxpveffions*    "fhe  ideas  and  ooncepdoas  arc  b 
great  aafd loftj in  their  awoaature, 4bat  thej neoef- 
tnUy  appear  magnifieent  in  the  nioft '  ajrtlels  dtt&. 
«»Look  bat  into  the  Bifale,  *and  we  fee  them  ihine 
through  the  nioft  fieaple.  and  literal   tranflatioas.-*-' 
That  glorio4M"delx:riptios  which  MoScs  gtTe^oftke 
oreatioo,  of  -the  heavens  and  the  earthy  whicfa  IM' 
giousy  the  beft  critic  the  Eaflern  world  ^cr  pre* 
ddeedy  was  f6  ju9\y  uOasn-  with,  has  not^lolt.  tit^t 
bkft'  whit  c^  its  iBti^mfic  wortfi ;  and  though  it  has 
undergone  t9  BMtnj  tranlfitttoos,  yel  triumphs  ever 
all,  and  breaks  forth  wkh  a$i  nuch  fPKOt  99A  tv 
b^menceas  in^  the  onffn^.'^^m^^-'^  thiat  ftMspuSV^ 
siimb^rs  of^ffiig^  ttufougboot  die  Scriptures  ><— 
inAance;  that  cekhMteddefertption^of  a^teoapefi*  in 

the  hundred  and  feventh  p^^lia ;  thofe  heautiful 

reStedions'  of ^ holy  Xob^^upon  the  ibortnels  of  lifr» 
And"  inftability  of  human  a£Ei)rs^  fb  jodicioufly  ap- 
pointed by^  our  church,  in%ec  office  f^rthe  burial  of 

the  dead  ; tihat  lively  defenptfOQi  c^a  hocfe  of 

war,  ia  the  thirty-ninth  chapter  of  Job^  ift  which, 
from  the  ijith  to  the  a6th  Vei-fie^  therein  fcaices 
word  which  does  not  merit  a-particuladr  ej^icadoei 
to  difplsy  the  beauties  ofy— 1  might  add  to  thefr, 
thofo  tender  and  'pathetic  expoflulations  with  the 
ehildrea  of  I£rael>  whioh  run  thsoughou^att  tbo-prck 


pliets,  which  the  mdft  tmcrkical  re^t^er  can  ibirce 
help  Mtig  laffeded  with. 

And  how,  O  iiififlbitants  of ;  Jerttfele«Kl>  "tfnd  nm 

of  Judah,  judge,  I  pray  joa,  betwixt  -ttie  and  my 

vineyard, — . — what  could  %%re  been  doM.xtiore  to 

toy  vineyarj},- thaf^I  have  not  done  ?*-—wheTefor«, 

when  J  ezpefied  that  it  fliouldvbriog  forth  grapes, 

brought  it  forth  wild  grapes  ?^^ftnd  y<t>  ye  fay,  tb« 

way  of  the'  Lord  is  uneqjaal.    Hear  sow,  O-  faoufe 

of  Ifrael,— <p^is  notinyyway  equal  P^-^^^u:^  feot  yout 

ways  unequal  > — have  I  any  pleafure  at  all  that  the 

wicked  Ihould  die,  atiA  not  that  he  .jhoiiU  xetuin 

from  his  ways  and  live.-^-'-^l  have  nourifiied  and 

brought  up  children^  and  they  hive  rebelled  agaiuft 

^t. — .The  ox  kfiows  his  owner,   and  the  a&^hss 

mtftet*s  crib,-^bat  Iftael  doth.^at^know,  «iy  people 

^oth  net  cot^Mer..^4rhere  is  nothing  in  all  the  eto« 

quence  of  the  heathen  world,  comparable -to  the  vi» 

vateity  atid  tenderhie&  of  thefe  Yeproaehes  ;--'*i*^he]is 

is  fomethlu^  in  them  fo  thorou^ly  etfeSing,  and  fit 

noble  and  ftiblime  withal,  that  oine  might  challenge 

the  writiugs  of  the  matt,  celebrated  o^tors  ^f  a^li« 

5^ity,  to  produce  any  thing  like  them,      iTiefe  ob- 

fcrv^tions Aipon  the  fuperiority *tjf-the  infpited  pen- 

Aien  to  heathen   09es,  in  that  which  /regards  At 

^tnpofition,    more  confpiciipiifty  hdd  good^^i^hefi 

tbey  tte  coufideted  upon  the  footofhtftorians-i^Ndt 

totnieutiottvthat  prp&tae  hiftories  give  sen  tPtouft 

0%  Of  humsTn  atchievetmtnts  and  tenbporal  eventSi, 

which  for  the  moft  part  atd^fofull  of  uncertaintj^ 

and  cttntra4iftion$,  that  we  are  at  ^a  Ids  where  m 

ft*  fpr  ttuth  ;-'*f-«'ljtttt  thUt^fte  fecred  hi&ory  is  th«J 
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to  value,  ■  ■  ■  I  of  being  bom  tii  as^bantry  where  a 
chttTch  is  eftabliflied  bj  oar  laws,  and  encouraged 
Iqr  oar  princes,*^— ^hich  not  onlj  allows  the  free 
ixadj  of  the  Scriptures,  but  even  exhorts  and  imntcs 
US  to  it ;        s  church  that  is  a  ftnuRger^o  the  tocb 
and  -artifice  of  having  the  BiUe  in  an  unktiovm  tosgo^ 
to  g^  the  greater  latitude  to  die  defigoa  of  the  der- 
tl^  in  nn|u*^Ug  their  own  tmapperj,  and  foifiiag  ia 
whatever  nkay-befiftirve  to  aggrandize  Aenafidfcstorf 
•nflave  the  wretches  committed  to  their  tnrfb*-»— h 
ihort  our  rdigioo  was  not  given  ss  toraifeoor 

.imaginations  with  ornaments  -oi  words  or  kmbn  sf 
tloqoeoce ;  bat  to  puriff  our  hearts,  and  lead  as  is- 

-to  the  paths  of«ighteottfnt(s«-*<Howevex,  iiot  UMfe- 

.£tnd  ourfelves,.-^-«»when  the  attack  is  pti&d{dk; 

.levelled  «t  this  potnt,«*«might  give  occafion  to  oat 
adverCsuries  40  sriumph,  and  charge  .us  either  with 
n^UeenCe  or  inability.— —^t  is  well  known  how 
•mlling  the  enemies  of  our  religion  are  to  feek  oc* 

^ca&ons  againft  us;«<»-how  ready  to  magit^  eveiy 
mote  in  our  ejres  to  the  bignels  of  a  beam  ;— how 
^eager,  upon  theleSftdeGfiult,  to  iiifult  and  crysati 

——There,  There  !  fo  would  we  have  it  ;>■■■!  ■natpeg* 
haps,  that  we  are  fo  much  the  fubjed  of  matioe  isd 
averfioii,  but  that  theiicentious  agetfeems  bent  npoo 

'  bringing  Gbfifttanity  into  difcredit  at  any  nte  s-afll 
rather  than  mifs  the  aim,  woidd  totke  through  tk  j 

.rlides  of  thofe  that  are  ^fent  to  teach  it.  ■  ■  ThsA 
God,  the  tmth  of^.our  holy  religion  is  eftaU^ 
with^faoh  ftrong  evidence,  that  it  reftS'Upon  a  fous* 

Nation  never  to  be  overthrown,  either  by  theepfs 

^flwil^  or  cmmi^  devices,  ofwkkidraddefignig; 


Qden.-^*— -*The  part  w%  hxvt  to  a&,  is  to  be  ftead/^ 
fober,  and  vigilant ;  to  be  ready  to  do  every  good 
67ork  ;  to  reprove,  rebuke,  and  exhort,  with  all  long. 
fufFering ;  to  give  occaiion  of  offence  to  no  man  : 
that,  with  well-doing,  we  may  put  to  filcnce  the  ig« 
norance  of  fooliih  men. 

I  (hall  clofe  all  with  that  excellent  coUeft  of  ottc 
church  :■    ■    ■ 

•  Blefled:  Lord,  who  haft  cauled  $31  holy  Scriptures 
to  be  written  for  our  learning,— —*grant  that  we  may 
ia  fuchwife  hear  them,  read,  mark,  learn,  and  in- 
wardly digeft  them,  that,  by  patience  and  comfort 
of  thy  holy  word,  we  may  embrace,  add  ever  hold 
fail,  the  bleiTed  hope  of  everlafting  life,  which  thdu 
haft  given  us  in  thy  Son,  our  -Saviour^  Jefos  Chrift* 
Nowy  t a  Gk)d  the^  Father,  J^^. 
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^"^  eome,  let  urTror(hip,  and  fall  down  before  him  :— >forVek 

the  Lord  our  God.— — 

J[n  this  pfalniy 'W6  fiad  holj-David^ taken  up  with  the 
pious  contemplation  of  God's  infinite  power^  majeftj', 
«ad  greatnefs:— •he  cpnfiders  him  as  ^  the  Sovemga 
-Lord  of  the  whole  -tarthp  the-^aker  and  Suppotter 
^  of  all  things  ;;^that  hj  him  the  heavens  were  created, 
and  all  the  h(^  of  thenA ;— ^that^he  ejarth  was  wili^j 
,  faihioned  by  his  hands jfi^-he  has  founded  it^upon  tlie 
.  feas,  and  eftabliflied  it  ppon  therifloods ;    .,     that  we 
^likewife,  the  people  of  \^s  pafiure,  were  nufeduipi 
7  by  the  fame  creating  hand,  from  nothing,  to  the  <fig* 
nity  of  rational  creatures^— —^ade,  with  refped  to 
our  reafpQ  and^  iinderftanding,  after  liis  own  moft 
perfeft  image* 

It  was  natur^  to  imagine,  that  fjjch  a  ccmtempb* 

..tion  would  light  up  ailame  of  devotion  in  any  grate» 

ful  man^s  breail ;  and  accordingly,  we  find  it  break 

forth,  in  the  words  of  the  tie^t^  in  s|  kind  of  religious 

rapture ; ._ 

/O  come,  let  us  worihj|»  and  1U1  dpwB  be£»re  him : 
^•rfor  Wis  the  Loximr  Cod. 


•  Suve;  never  exhortation  to  prayer  and  worfhipcaa 
'  be  better  etiforced  than  upon  this  principle,*^  that 
God  is  the  Caufe  and '  Creator  4df  all  thipgs ;— »tbat 
jeacb  individual  beings  is  upheld  in  the  iiatiop  It  was 
firft  placed,  b J  the  fame  hand  which  firfi  formed  it ; 
'  —  ^that  alt  ^c  blefiings  and  advantages  which  -  aire 
neceflaryto  the  happiitefs  and  welfare  of  beings  on 
earth,  are  onljr  to  be  derived  from  the  fame  fountain  j 
and  that  the  oxdy  mmj  ^tb  do  it,  is  to  fecurc  an  intereft 
in  his  favour,  bj  a*grate£ul  ezpfeffion  of -our  fenfe 
for  the  benefits  we  have  received,  and  an  humble  de- 
pendence upon  him  for  thofe  we  expeft  and  ftand  in 
want  of*—- —Whom  have  we*  in  heaven,  fajs  the 
Plalmift,  but  thee,  'O  God,  te  look  unto,  or  depend 
on  ?■  -to  whom  fhall  we  pour  out  our  complaints^ 
and  fpeak  of  all^otrr  wants  and  necoiEties,  but  to  thy 
goodnels,  *which  is  ever  wSling^- to*  confer  upon  os 
whatever  becemeS'US  to  alk,  and  thee  to  .grant  ^-^^m* 
becaufe  thou  haft  promifed  to  be  nigh  unto  all  thtt 
call  upon  thee,  ■  lyea,  unto^all  fuch  as-  call  upon 
thee  faithfully  ;— that  thou  wilt  fulfil  the  defire^  of 
them  that  fear  thee,— that  tbou' wilt  fdfo  hear  their 
ctjr  and  help  them* 

Of- all  duties,;  {^ayer  certunlyis  ttie' fweeteft.  aiid 
moft  eafy——— There  are  fome  duties  which  mny 
feem  to  occafion  a  troublefome  oppofition  to  the  na« 
tural  workings  of  ^fleih  and  blood  v*-fuch  as,  the 
forgivenefs  of  injuries,  and  th6  love  of  our  enemies^: 
—others  which- will  force  us- unavoidably  into  aper« 
petual  ftruggle  with  our  paffions,-*->which  war  againft 
the  fonl>— fuch  as  chaftity,«*-.tQmperance,««-humili- 
tT.<— "-^There  are  >other  virtues,  which  feem  to  Wi 
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US  forget  our  prefcnt  intereft  for  a  while,— fuch  as 
charity  and  generofity ;  ■       others  that  teach  us  to 

,  forget  it  at  all  times^  and  wholly  to'iix  our  afiTe^ions 
on  things  ahove^.  and  in  no  circumftance  to  a^  like 
men  that  look  for  a  continuing  city  ^here^  but  upon 
one  to  coaiey  whofe  buil()er  and  maker  is  God.     Bat 

this  duty  of  prayer  and  thankfgiving  to  God-r ^has 

no  fuch  oppositions  to  enconnter  j — ^it  takes  no  bol* 

^lock  out  of  thy  field,-.— bo  horfe  out  of  thy  ftable,— 
nor  he- goat  out  of  tny  fold  ;•— it  ccrfteth  no  wearinets 
.of  bones,  no  untimely  watch ings; — it  rcquireth  no 
ftrength  of  parts,  or  painful  ftudy,  but  juft  to  kngsfir 
and  have  a  true  fenfe  of  o.ur  .dependences  and  of  rlw 
mercies  by  which  we  are  upheld  ;  ,  ■  and  with  tlus, 
IB  every  place  and  pofture  of  body,  a  good  man  maj 
lift  up  hts  fotil  unto  the  Lord  his  Grod* 

Indeed,  as  to  the-frcquency  of.  putting  this  duty 

..  formally  in  praftice,  as  the  precept  muft  neceflarily 
have  varied    according  to  the  different   ftations  in 

^ which  God  has  placed  us;— fo  he  has  been  pleafed 

^  to  determine  nothing  preclfdy  concerning  it  ;—for» 
perhaps,  it  would  be  unreafonable  to  exped,  that 

.  the  day-labourer,  or  he  that  fupports  a  numerous 
family  by  the  fweat  of  his  brow;  fiiould  fpend  as 
much  of  his  time  in  devotion,  as  the  man  of  leifum 
and  unbounded  wealth. — ^This,  however^  in  the  ge- 
neral, may  hold  good,  that  we  are  bound  to  pay  this 
triubte  to  God,  as  often  as  his  providence  has  put 
an  opportunity  into  our  hands  of  fo  doing ^.  ..  .pro*. 
vided  that  no  plea,  drawn  from  the  neceiTarj  atten* 
tions  to  the  affairs  of  the  world,  which  many  men^s 
fituations  oblige  them  to,  may  be  fuppofed  to  extend 
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to  ah  exemption  from  paying  their  morning  and  even* 

ing  facrifice  to  God. ^For  it  feems  to  be  the  lead 

that  can  be  done  to  anfwer  the  deoiand  of  our  duty 
in  this  pointy — fucceffireij  to  open  and  ifaut  up  the 
day  in  prayer  and  thankfgiving ;— fince  there  is.  not 
a  morning  thou  rifefCi  or  a  niglA '  thou  Heft  downf 
but  thou  art  indebted  for  it  to  the  watchful  provi- 
dence of  Almighty  God — David  and  Daniel^  whofe 
names  are  recorded  in  Scripture  for  future  example : 
—the  firft,  though  a  tnighty  king,  embarralTed  with 
wars  abroad,  and.  unnatural  difcurbanees  al  home;. a 
fituation,  one  would  think,  Would  allow  little  tio^e 
i&t  any  thing  but  his  own  and  his  kingdom's  fafety  f 
yet  found  he  leifiir.e  to  pray  feven  times  a  day ;  ■■■■ 
thje  Utter,  the  counfellor  and  firft  miniCter  of  ilate  (o 
th6.  great  Nebuchaduesubair :  aqd,  though  perpetually 
faitgued  with  the  affairs  of  a  mighty  kingdon^  aad 
the  goverrimeut  of  the  whole  province  of  Babylop, 
which  was  tommitted  to  liis  admioiftration  ; 
though  near  the  perfon  of  an  idolatrous  king,  and 
amidft  the  temptations  of  a  luxurious  courts  yet 
never  ueglefled  he  his  God;  but,  as  we  read,— —be 
kneeled  upon  his  knees  three  times  a  day,  and  pray- 
ed, and  gave  thanks  before  him. 

A  frequent  correfpondence  with, heaven,  by  prayer 
and  devodon,  -is  the  greateft  nouriihmeat  and  fup- 

jjart  of  fpiritual  life  : "it  keeps  the  fenfe  of  a  God 

warm  and  lively  within  us, — •which  fecures  our  difpo- 
iition,  and  f?ts  fuch  guards  over  u$,  that  hardly  wiH  a 
temptation  prevail  againft  us.  Who  can  entertain  a 
t>afe  or  an  impure  thought,  or  think  of  executing  it, 
w^Q-is  iuceflantly  converfin^  with  his   God  ?  or 

L3 


not  defpife  every  temptation  this  lower  world  caa 
o&r  hiiD|  when,  by  his  conltant  addrefiiss  bcfow 
the  throne  of  God's  inajeftjr,  he  brings  the  glorious 
profpeA  of  heaven  perpetually  before  his  eyes  ? 

I  cannot  help  here  taking  notke-of  the  ik^rine  of 
thofe  who  would '  refolve  all  devot4o»>into   the  ioD«r 
man,  and  think  that  there  is  nothing  more  requifift 
to  exprefs  our  reverence  to  God,  but  purity  and  in- 
Cegrity  of  hearty— ^unaccompanied  either  with  wonb 
or  aAioPS.  ■      To  this  opruion  -4t  may  he  jaftly  an*  - 
fweredy— That^  in-the  pr-^feat  ftate  we  are  in,  we 
fiid  fuch  ft  ftrong  fympathy  and  union  between  our 
fouls -and -bodies,  that  the  one  canaotibe  touched,  or 
iSenfiUy  affefted,  without  producing  fomecorre/poDd- 
ing  emotion  in  the  other*---— ^Nature  has  -affigued  ^ 
dKFetent  lo'ok^  tone  of  voice,  and  ^eftuce,  peculiar 
to  every  paffioft  and  afieftion  we  are  fubjed  to  ;  and 
therefore^  to  argue  againfc  this  ftrid  correfpondencc, 
which  is  heldrbet ween  our  fouls  and  bodies,        is 
difputing  againt^the  frame  »id  mechanifmof  bnmaa 
nature*-— We  are  not  angels,  but- men  clothed  with 
bodies,  and  in  fome  meafufe  fo'governed  by  ourima- 
ginations,  .that-we  have  need  of  all  th^e  external 
helps  y^hich  nature  has  made  the  interpreters  of  our 
thoughts.— And  no  doubt,  though  a  virtuous  and  a 
good  life  are  more  acceptable  in  the  fight  of  God,  than 
either  prayer  or^thankfgiving,  .  for,  behold,  to  obej 
is  .better  than  facrifiee,  and  to  hearken  than   the .  fat 
of  rams  S'-^neverthelefsi  as  the  one.  ought  to  be  done, 
£0^  the  other  ought  not,  by  any  means,  to  be  left  un- 
done*—-— As  God  is  to  be  obeyed,-— ;fo  he  is  to  be 
worfliipped  alfoi— '^For,  although   inward  holineik. 
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9xA  integrity  of  heart  is  the  ttltimate  end  of  the  df^^ 
vine  difpenfations  s-^jet  external  religion  is  a  certain^  "^ 
means  of  pr6modng  it— ^Esich  of 'them  has  its  jufo 
bounds;— <uid therefore,  as  we  would' \uit  be  fo  car«^ ' 
aal  as  merely  to  reft  contented  with  the  one,  ■    ■  fo- 
nmher  can'we  pr<:tend  to  be  fo  fpiritualas  CbnegleCt " 
tbe  other. 

And  though  trod  is  all-wife,  and' therefore  under-*  [ 
ftands  our*  thoughts  afar  off,         and  knows  the  ezaft- 
degrees  of  oufiove  and  reverence  to  him,  though  wd 
ihould  Wft&hold  thofe"  (HitWd^d'itiark?  of  it ;— .yet  ^ 
Odd  himfelf  has  been  graciouily  pleafed  to  commandr 
vs  to  pray  to  him }— that  we  might  beg  the  aififtance* 
of  his  grace  to  work  with  us  againft  our  own  infirmi-^  ' 
nds  ;  that' we  might  acknowledge  him  to  be,  whatW 
18^  the  fupr^me'^Loind  t^ahe  wiiole  world  ; — ^that  we' 
might  tefiifyf  the  fenfv  wehaveof  all'his  mercies  and* 
knring*kihdne£s  to  us^and  cohfeib'that  he  has  the' 
propriety  of  every  thing  we  enj6y ;— 4liat  the  eairth  is?^ 
the  Lord's  and  the  fulnels  thereof. 

Thus  much  of  this  duty  of  prayer  in  general..——' 
Frbm  every  individual  it  may  be  reafonably  expected, » 
frdni  a  bare  refie&ion  upon  his  own  ftation,  his  per**' 
ibnal  wants^  and  the  daily  bleffings  which  he  has  re»* 
ceived  in  particular  j—^—^Jut,  for  thofe  bleffings  bc» ' 
flowed  upon  the  whole  fpecies  in  common,— reafon 
feems  farther'  to  reqdire,  that  a  joint  return  ihould 
b^'made  by  as*  many  of  the  fpecies  as  can  conveni- 
ently  aflemble  together  for  this  religious  purpofe««— - 
Fi^om  hence  arifes,  like  wife,  the  reafonablenefs  of 
public  worihip,  and  facred  places  fet  apart  for  that 
purpofe  ;  without  which,  it  would  be  very  difficult 
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to  preferve  that  fenfe  of  God  aad  religioB  Hfxm  tbe 
^inds  of  men,  which  is  £o  neceflkrj  to  their  well* 
being,  confidered  oolj  a9  a  civil  fociety,  aod  vith 
X^gaurd  to  the  purpofes  of  this  life,  and  the  ioftuence 
which  a  juft  fenfe  of  it  muft  have  upon  their  a&bas. 
B^&des,  men  who  are  united  in  focieties.  can  have 
no  other  cement  to  unite  them  likewife  in  religious 

*  ties^  as  well  as  in  m^raners  of  worfhip  and  points  ol 
faith,  bat  the  inftitution  offolexxm  times  and  public 
places,  deftined  for  ibat  ufe. 

And  it  u  not  to  be  queftxQoed,  that,  if  the  tm^ 
as-  well  as  place^  for  fexying  God,  were  once 
confidered  as  indifferent,  and  left  fo  far  to  everj 
man^s  choice,  as  to  have  no  calls  to  public  prajer; 
however  a  fenfe  of  religion  might  be  prefervedt 
while  by  a  few  fpeculative  men,  yet,,  that  the  bulk 
Qf  mankind  would  lofe  all  knowledge  o£  it,  aoi,  in 
time,  live  without  God  in  the  world »-«—«Not  that 
private  prayer  is  the  lefs  our  diity,  Jthe  contrary  ot 
wliich  is  proved  above  ;  and  our  Saviour  fays,  that 
when  we  pray  to  God  in  fecret,  we  (hall  be  reward- 
ed openly  ;  .  .but  that  prayers  which  are  public!/ 
offered  up  in  God's  houfe,  tend^mo^e  to  the  gl(^7 
.  of  God,  and  the  benefit  of  ourfelves,— for  this  rea- 
iou,  that  they  are  prefumed  to  be  performed  vitb 
greater  attention  and  feirioufnefsy  and  therefore  tao(t 

•  likely  to  be  heard  with  a  more  favourable  acceptance. 
And  for  this,  one  might  appeal  to  every  man's  breait, 
whejther  he  has  not  been  affe£led  with  the  moft  ek- 
tpated  pitch  of  devotion,  when  he  gave  thanks  ifl  ^^ 
great  congregl»tioii  of  the  faints,  and  praifed  God 
acnongCt  mtich  people  ?_^Of  this  united  worlbip> 
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there  is  a  glorious  defcription  which  St.  John  gives 
VIS,  in  the  Revelation,  where  he  fuppofes  the  whol^ 
univerfe  joining  together,  in  their' fevefal  capacities, 
to  give  glory  in  this  manner  to  their  comoioa  Lord. 
— ^£very  creature  which,  wa^s  in  heaven,  and  on  earth, 
and  under  the  earth,  and  fuch  as  were  in  the  feas, 
and  all  that  were  in  them,^  heard  I,  crying,-— Blefliog, 
and  honour,  and  glory,  and  power,  be  unto  him  that 
fittcth  upon  the  throne. 

But  here  it  may  be  afked,  that  if  public  worlhip 
tends  fo  much  to  promote  the  glory  of  God,— and 
is  "what  is  fo  indifpenfably  the  duty  and  benefit  of 
every  Chriftian  flate,— how  cao^e  it  to  pafe,  that  our  • 

blefTed  Saviour  left  no  command  to  his  followers, 

throughout  the  gofpel,  to  fet  up  public  places  of 

'Wdrlliip,  and  keep  them  facred  foVthat  piirpofe  ?— 

It  may  be  anfwered,-^That  the  neCefSty  of  letting 

apart  places  for  divine  wotibip,  and  the  holinefs  of 

them,  when  thus  fet  apart,  feemed  already  to  have 

been  fo  well  eftablilbed  by  former  revelation,  as  not' 

to  need  any  exprefs  precept  upon  that  fubjeft  :■■ 

for,  though  the  particular  appointment  of  the  teinple, 

and  the  confinement  of  worflbip  to  that  place  alipne, 

-were orfly  temporary  parts  of  the  Jewilh  covenant; 

y?t  the  neceffity  and  duty  of  having  places  fomewh^re 

foiemnly  dedicated  to  God,  carried  a  moral  reafon 

-with  it,  and  therefore  was  not  abolifhed  with  the 

ceremonial  part  of  the  law.— -^Our  Saviour  came  n^t 

to  deftroy,  but  to  fulfil  the  law  j-— and  therefore, 

the  moral  precepts  of  it,  which  promoted  a  due  r^. 

gard  to  the  divine  Majefly,  remained  in  as  full  force 

as^ever.     And  accordingly,  we  find  it  atteiled,  both 
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bj  Chriflian  and  Heathen  writers^  thstt  fo  foon  «s 
the  fecond'  century,  when  the  numbefr  of  believers 
was  much  increafed,  and  the  circomfiancesof  rich 
converts  enabled  them  to  do  it,-— *-that  tbej  begas 
to- cre£L  edifices  for  divine  worihip ;— ^and,  though, 
under  the  frowns  and  oppreilion  of  the  civil  power, 
they  every.  Sabbath  -  affeiDbled  themfelves  therein^ 
that,  with  one  heart  and  one  lip,  they  might  declare 
whofe  they  were,  and  whom  they  fetved.;  and  as 
the  fervants  of  one  Lord,  ^ght  otkr  up  their  jcunt . 
prayers  and  petitions. ; 

I  wifli  there. -was  no  reafon  to  laoietit  «n.  abate*  . 
ment  of  this  religious  zeal  amongft  Chriflians  of  krer 
dtys.—«— Though  the  piety  of  our  forefathers  feemsy  ^ 
10  a  great  meafure,  to  havo  deprived  us  of  the  ment 
of  building  churcK^cs  for  the  fervice  of.  God,  there 
oan  be  no  f uch  plea  for  not  frequenting  them  in  a 
regular  and  folemn  manf)er>— How  often  do  peopk 
abfent  themfelves  (when  iii  th^  utmpft  difitefs  how 
to^difpofe  of  themfelves)  from  phurqh*  eveo    upon 
thofe  days  which  are  fet  apart  for  nothing  elfe  bat 
the.  worfUp  of  GoD  ;t — r— when,  to  trifle  that  day 
away,  or  apply  any  portion  of  k  to  fecular  concerns, 
is  a  facrilege  almoft  in  the  literal  fenfe  pf  the  word  f 

From  this  duty  of^  public  prayer  arifes  i^nother, 
which  I  cannot  help  fpeaktng  of,  it  being  fo  do. 
pendent  upon  it  ^— «f  mean,  a  fei^ious,  devout,  and 
refpeftful  behaviour,  when  we  are  perfdrming  this 
folemn  duty  in  the  houfe  of  God.-^— -This  is  furely 
the  leaft  that  can  be  neceflary  in  the  immediate  pre* 
fence  of  the  Sovereign  of  the  world,  upon  whofe  ac-  . 
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ceptancc  of  our  addrcffcs,  all  our  prefcat  and  future ' 
happinefs  depends. 

External  behaviour  is  the  refult  of  in  ward  reve<«  ^ 
rence,  and  is  therefore  part  of  our  duty  to  Go^^ 
whom  we  are  to  worihip  in  body  as  well  as  fpirit.  * 

And  as  no  one  fhould  be  wanting  in  outward  re« 
fpeft  and  decorum,  before  an  earthly  prince  or  fu»^ 
perior,  much  lefs  ihould  we  be  fo  before  him,  wfaobi'  " 
the  heaven  of  heavens  cannot  cdntain; 

Notwithflanding  the  obvibufnefs  of  %is  branch  of 
Aity,  .it  feems  often  to  beiittle  underftdod  i  and 
whoever  will  take  a  general  furv^y  of  church  be<« 
haviour,  will  often  meet  with'  fcbnes  of  fad  Variety. 
What  a  vein  of  indoleniie  ^nd'  itideVotibn  fome;* 
times  feem  to  run  thr<aij;hdi]tl  whble  congregations  ! 

■What  ill-timed  piiinV'db  fdmc  take  jn^putting'    - 
€fn  an  air  of  gaiety  itA  ihffiffercbce,  in  the  mod  in«  -* 
tcrefting  parts  of  thfef  dtfty^— -even  when  they  are^    * 
making  confeffio^*  of  ^fheit   fins,   as'if  they  wei^ 
afliamed  to  be  thbii|;hrfetiou§  v^ith^'their  God  !^— * 
Sfiirely,  to  addtefs  ourfelves  to^  his  infinite  Majefty; 
after  a  negligent  and  difpaffionite  manner,  befide» 
tkb  immediate  indignity  offered,  it  is  a  fad  fign  we 
little  tohfider  the  bleifings  we  alk  for  :  and  far  lefs   * 
deftrve  them/*   Befides,  what  is  a  prayer,  unlels  our  * 
Bearts  and  affedions  go  along  with  it  ?  — «*It  is  not  ' 
ib^much  as  the  ibadow  tE)f  devotion ;  and  little  better 
tbsih  the  papifts  telling  their  beitds,  -     'or  honour-  - 
in^  Gob  %ith  their  lips/ wheii  their  hearts  are  far 
frdm  him.    The  confid(6rtition  that  a  i>erfon  is  come   ' 
to'proftrate  himfelf  before  the  throne  of  high  Hea- 
v^^  and  in  that  place' which  is  particularly  di&in«  - 
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guilhed  by  bis  prc&nce,  is  fufBeient  inducement  for 
any  one  to  watch  over  his  imagination,  and  guard 
againil  the  leaft  appearance  of  levky  and  difrefped. 

An  inward  fincerit J  will. of  courfe  influence  the 
outward  deportment^  but  is^ese  the  one  is  wanting, 
there  is  great  reafon  to  iaifpeift  the  abfence  of  the 
other.     I  own  it  is  poifiblc,  and.  often  happens^  that 
this  external  garb  of  religion  niaj  bet.wora,  when 
there  is  little  within  of  a  piece  with  it ;         but  J 
believe  the  converfe  of  th^  proportion  can  never  hap- 
pen to  be  true,  that  a  truly  religious  frame  of  mind 
fliould  exifl  without  fome  outward  mark  of  it*     The 
mind  will  fhine  through  the  veil  of  flefli  which  co* 
Ters  it,  and  naturally  exprefs  its  religious  difpofi- 
tions  ;  and,    if  it  pofiefies  the  power  of  godlinefa, 
■  ■  ■  .will  have  the  external  form  of  it  too.  * 

May  God  grant  us  to  be  defeftive  in  neither,  but 
tb»t  we  may  fo  praife  and  magnify  God  on  earth, 
.1  ;  th»t  when  he  Cometh,  at  the  laft  day,  with  tea 
thoufand  of  his  faints  in  heaven,  to  judge  the  world, 
we  may  be  pattakers  of  their  eternal  inheritance^. 
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h  Ways    of  Providence  juflified    tq 

Man. . 


rSALM  t.XXIII.  13,  13.  \ 

MidH;'  tkefe  are  the  vngcMUy  who  profper  in  the  world,  they  m* 

creafc  in  riches..  - 

Verily  I  have  clcauifed  aiy  heitrt  in  r^int  and  wa&ed  aiy  handf 

m.  iAaoceocy*  ^ 


JLsis  cotopMot  o£-vthc  Ffalmifiy  eoncecning  Iha 
promifcuous.  dii^ibution  of  God's  bleffings  to  the 
jail  and  uoja&,---that  the  fan  fliould  ihide  witb^ 
oot  diitiiiAipn  upon' the  good,  and  the  Vad^-*-***-and 
jraiQs  defcead  upon  the  righteous  and  unrighteous 
gnan,.i..f  is  a  fubjedl  that  has  afPoarded  much  naatter 
far  inquirj^  .and  at  one  time  os  -other  has  raifsd 
doubts  to  di£beartca  and  perplex  the  minds  of  men« 
If  i  the  £dvercign  Lord  of  all  the  earth  does  look  on^ 
Vrhence  fe  n»aGb  daforder  in  the  face  of  thiogs  ?-*«f* 
vfhy  is  it  persMtted^  that  wife  and  good  men  ihouM 
bdleft  oftoi  a  prey  to  (ornvay  miiecies  and  diftreiTes 
o£life,«-^»«^whiiit  the  guilty  and  foolifii  triumph  in 
their  o^ences,  and  evea  4he  tabernacles  of  robbers 
prolper  I  .     .    •  *       » 
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To  thb  it  is  anfweredy ^that  thierefbre  ther^ 

is  a  fatare  ftate  of  rewards^  and  panilbments  to  take 
place  after  this  li£^.«.w)iereiD- all  -tbefe-  inequalities 
ihall  be  made'  even,   where  the  circumftanoes  of 
every  maa's  cafe*  (haU  be  confidered,  and  where  God 
ihall  be  jaftificd  in  all^his  ways,  and  every  moQlh' 
Ihillbeftopt.  ' 

If  «this  was  not  fo^-»tf  the  ungodly  were  to  prof* 
per  in  the  world,  and  have  riches  in  pofieffion^— -aod 
DO  diftioAion  to  be*  made  hereafter,—-— to  what 
piirpofe*  would  it  have  been   to  have  maiataincd 

our  integrity? Lb  !  then,  indeed,  Ihould  I  have 

deanfed  my  heart  in  vain,  and  wa&td  my  hai^ifl 
inaoeency. 

It  is  farther  faid,  and  what  is  a  more  dire  A  aiu 
fwer  to  the  point,«-that  when  God  created  man, 
th^t  he  might  make  him  capable  of  receiving  bappi- 
aeb  at  his  -hands  here>fter^  -he  endowed 'hite 
with  liberty -and  Ibeedom  of^  choice,  witht>ut^*whid»; 
he  could  not^'have  been  a  creature  accountable  for 
his  aAions ;  Aat  it  is  merely  from  the  bad  ufe  he 
makes  of  thefe i;ifts,«^that  «Ur  tho&inftances  of  ir* 
Tegularity  do ^ref nit,. upon  which  the  complaint  is 
herm  grounded,.  ■  ■  which  coiM:  noways  be  prevent* 
e^' but  by  the  total  fnbverfion  of  humoa- liberty; 
^«»-*that  ihooldCrod  make  bare  his-^arm,  and  inter* 
pofe  on  every  injaftioc  that-is  coamitted,^-*mankiDl 
might  be  laid  to  do  what^  was  'right,-*— — but,  at  the 
fame  time,  to  lofe  the  merit  of  it,,  fioce  they  would 
aift  under  force -and  neceffity,^  and  not  from  the  de* 
tef minations  of  their  own  mind  ;—* that,  upon  this 
fu|>ppl}tion,r^a  man  could  with  no  more^rcafon  ex*- 


peft  to  go  to'  heaven  for  afts  of  tempefraoce,  jafticep 
and  humaaitj,  than  for  the  ordtnarj*  impulfes  of 
hi&nger  and  thirS,  which  jiature  direded  ;—^— that 
God  has  dealt  with  man  upon  better  terms ;— >h^ 
htts  firil  endowed  him  with  liberty  and  free*will; 
-i^— he  has  fet  life,  and  death,  good  and  evil,  before 
him;  that  h^  has  given  him  faculties  to  find  oat 
what  will  be-  the  confeqtiences  of -cither  way  of 
adingy  and  then  left  him  to  takeiwhlciv  courfe  his  -> 
reafon  and  difcretian  ihaH  p  oint  o«  t.  ** 

I  (hall  defift^from  enlarging  any  farthei*  uponei^   - 
tber  of  the  foregoing  arguments  in  vindication  of  - 
Gk»d's  providence,,  which  are- urged  fo  often  ivith  fo 
much  force  and  convi£tidn,  as  ^o  ieave  no  room  for 
a  reafonablereply;— — fince-the  miseries*  wkich  be- 
falthe  good,  and  the  feeming  happinels  of  the  wick« 
ed  could  not  be^  oth^rwifr  in  fiU:h'  a  free  -fiote  and  ^ 
condition  asthis  in  which 'we  are  placed; 

In  all  charges  of  this  kind,  we  generally  take  two   * 

things  for  granted : ift.   That  in  the  inflanccs 

vre  give,  we  know  certainly  the  good  from-  the  bad ^  ,c 
, ,    and,  idly.  The  refpeftive  ftate  of  their  enjoyments 

or  fufierings.  , 

1  fhall,  therefore,  in  the  remaining  part  of  my 
dilcourfe,  take  up  your  time- with  a  fbort  inquiry 
into  the  difficulties  of  coming,  not  only  at  the  tme 
f^harafters  of  men, — but  like  wife  of  knowing  the 
degrees .  either  of  their  re^  happinefs-or  miferyiii  ^ 
this  life. 

The  firft  of  thefe  will  leach  us  eaadout^  an  '.our 
j  augments  of  others  >—— the  fecond,  to  whicb^  1  ^ 
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Iball  confine  myfelf,  wiU  teach  us  httmllitj  in  our 
reafonings  upon  the  ways  of  God.  - 

For,  though  the  miferies  of  the^good,  and  the 
pTofperitj  of  the  wicked,  are  not  in  general  to  be 
denied  ;         jet  I  Dial}  endeavour  to  (how,  that  the 
particular  inftances  we  are  apt'  to  produce,   when  we 
cry  out  in  the  words  of  the  P&lcnift,  Lo,  thefe  are 
the  ungodljy       ■  -thefe  profper  and  are  happy  in  the 
world  I — ^I  fay,  I  (hall  endeavour  to  (how,  ^hat  we 
are  fo  ignorant  of  the  articles  of  the  charge^         and 
the  evidence  we  go  upon  to  make  them  good,  is  fo 
laine  and  defe&ive-"— as  to  be  fufBctent  by  itielf 
to'  check  all  propen(ity  to  expoftulate   with  God's 
providence,    allowing    there  was  no  other  way  of 
clearing  up>  the  matter  reconcileaUy  to  his  axm* 
botes. 

And,  firft,— <— what  ^certain  and  infiallibfe  marks 
have  we  of  the  goodnefs  or  badnefs  of  the  bulk  of 
SBankind  ? 

If- we  truft  to  fame  and  reports,— -if  they  are  good, 
how  do  we  know  but  they  may  proceed  from  partial 
friendihip  or  flattery  P-^-when  bad,  from  envy  or  ma* 
lice,  from  ill-natured  farmifes  and  conftrudions  of 
things  ?— — i-and,  on  both  (ides^  from  fmall  matters 

aggrandized    through    miftake, and    fometimes 

through  the  un(kilful  relation  of  even  truth  itfelf  ?^ 
Fi^m  fome,  or  all  of  which,  caufes,  it  happens  that 
the  chara£lers  of  men,  like  the  hifiories  of  the  Egyp- 
tians, are  to  be  received  and  read  with  caution  ;  ■  . 
<h^7  Ai^e  generally  dreiTsd  out  and  disfigu red  -  with  fo 
many  dreams  and  fables,  that  every  ordinary  reader 
(hall  not  be  able  to  diflingui^  truth  from  falfehood. 


^JSvLt  aUowiug-  tbete  reflections  to  be  to0  fevere  ia 
thi«  matter,— -that  no  fm:h  thing  as  en vj  ever  leffe&ed 
adman's  chara&er,  or  malice  blackened  it »— ^et  the 
chiraders  of'tnen  are  not  eaiilj  penetrated^  as  they 
depend  often  upon  the-  retired,  unfeen  parts  of  a 
man's  life. — ^The  beft  and  trueft  piety  is  mod  feeret  j 
and  the  word  of  aSions,  ior  different  reafons,  will 
be  fo  too. — Some  nxen  are  modefl,  and  feem  to  tak^ 
pains  to  hide  their ,  virtues  ^  and  from  a  natural  di« 
ilance  and  referve  in  their  teII^>ers  fcarce  fuffei;  their 
good  qaalities  to  be  known :— -others  on  the  contrdry, 
pat  in  pra&ice  a  thoufand  Httle  arta- to  counterfeit 
Tirtues  wliioh  they  have  noty-i^the  better  to  conceal 
thofe  vices  which  they  reall/ have  ;7H»Dd  this  under 
fair  ihows  of  fandity,  good-nature,  generolity,  or 
fome  virtue  or  other,*r-<— «^90 -fpciciou^  to  be  ktu 
througb,-«*-^too-amiable^nddiilhterefted  to  be  fn^^ 
fpeded^.— >Thefe  hints  may  be  fufficient  to  ihow  how 
hard  it  is  to  come  at  the  matter  of  faft :  ■  *but  one  ' 
may  go  a  ftep  farther^T-— and  fay,  that  even  that,  in 
aiany  cafes^  could  we  come  to  the  knowledge  of  it^  , 
is  not  fufficient  by  itfelf  to  pronounce  a  man  either 
good  or  bad.-^There  are  numbers  of  circum (lances,  . 
which  attend  every  a£tion  of  a  man's  life,  which  can 
never  ceme  to.  the- knowledge  of  the  world,  ■  yet 
ought  io  be^  known,  and  well  weighed,  before  fen« 

tsnce  with  any  juftice  can  be  paffed  upon  hini.-r 

A"  nian  may  have  /difl^rent  views,  and  a  different 
feofe  of  things  from  what  his  judges'have  ;  and  what 
be  underftands  and  feels  and  what  paffes  within  him, 
may  be  a  (ecret  treafuredup  deeply  there  for  ever.«~ 
A  t  man  through   bodily    infii'mity»    or.fome  com- 
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pfcxional  defeft,  which  perhaps  is  not  in  his  power 
to*corred,.-»ma]r  be  fubjeA  Co  inadvertencies,— "MO 
ftarts— — and  iinhappjr  tarns  of  temper  ;  he  may  lie 
open  to  iaares  heis  tiot  Al^iys  srware  of  ;*  or,  -throagb 
ignorance  and  want  of  information  and  proper  helps/ 
he  may  kb^nr  in  che'dark:  :.-4n  all  which  cafes,  he 
mxf  do  many  things  which  are  wr<fng^in  themfelvesi 
atfd  yet  be  innocent  s—Mitleaft  to  objeia^  rather  Co  be 
pitied,    thiur  cenfured  '^with^  ft  verity    and  '  iU-wiO;- 
Tbefe  are  difttfiiltiieiis  which- ftaadin  everyone's  wsjr* ' 
in  the  forming   a  judgment    of  the  chiaraftefs  6i 
others.     Bat,  for  once,  let  us  foppofe  them  all  to  b« 
got  over,  fo  that  We  could  fecrthlt  bottom  of  cYcry 
man*s  heart  ;-:-let  us  alio w  fhac  the  word  -rogue,  of 
honed  man^  was  wrote  fo  legibly  in  every  man's  fatce^ 
that  no  one  poffibly  could-  miAake  it  ;^— yet  ftiU'  th^ 
hftppineis  of  both  the  one  and  the  other^  which  is  the 
only  faA  that  can  bring  the  charge  home,  is  what 
we  have  fo  little  terrain  i^nowledge  of^  ^at,  bating 
ftaie  flagrant  inftances,— ^whenever  we  venture  to 
pronounce  upon  it,  ouf  dedficms  are  little  more  thatf 
random  gu^fes— For  whb  can  fearch-the  heart  of 
man  ;— it  is' treacherous  eventd'ourfelvcs,  smd^mnch 
mote  likely  to-impofe  npoti  others.    Even  in  laugh* 
ter  (if  you  will  beKeve  Solomonf)^ the  heart  is  fdrrow- 
ful  \'^tbe  muiitfits  drooping^  whil/l  the^counMianct  u ' 
gay  ;     —and  even  he,  who  Is  the  objeA  of  envy  ta 
thdfc  who  16t)k*^no  farther  than  the  fur£lce  of  his 
eftate,  may  appear  at  the  famb  timd  worthy^  of  com- 
ptfffion  to  thofe  who  ktiow  his  private  recefles.     Be« 
iides  this,  a  man's  unhappinefs  is  nottb  be  afcertauied 
fo  mruch  fronr^wteit  is  known  to  have"  befidleh  himi 


^— as  from  his  particular  torn  and  caft  of  iDind,  and  ' 
capacitj  of  bearing  it..i— Poverty,  jcxilc,  lofs  of  fam6 
or  friendSy'^^he  death  of  children,  the  deareft  of  all 
pledges  of  a  maa's  happinefs,  make  noteqtfal  impre& 
fions  upon  every  temper.  -Y-mi  viriU  fee  one  man- 
undergo,  with  fcarce  the  ezpence  of  a  figb,-«wh3t  > 
another,  in.  the  bitternefs  of  his  foul,  would  go 
mourning  ibr-  all  his  life  long  :«.nay,.  a  haily  word^ 
or  an  onkmd  look  to  a  (oft  and  tender  nature,  wiH* 
ilsike  deeper  than  a  fword  to^the  hardened/and  fenfe^ 
Irfs.  If  thofe^refleAions-^hold  true  with  regard  t6  ' 
inisfortunes,«»*they  ar&  the  lame  with  regard  to  en« 
jojments  :  we  are  formed  differently.^  ■  have  differ*, 
ent  taftes  and  perceptions  of  things  ;— *by  the  force  of 
habi^  education,  or  a  particular  caft  of  mind,  ■■  it 
happens,  that- n€ichepwtlie*u£»^  or  pqfleffioa -of -the 
fattie  enjoyments  and  advantages^  produce^ the'  famt 
happinefs  and  contentment  |— but  that  it  differs  ia 
evorj  man  almoft  according^  to  his  temper  and  com- 
plexion.:---^o  that  the;  feLf-fum^hippy  accidents  in 
life,  which  .(ball  give^  rap<ures^  to-the  choleric  or  fan* 
guine  man,*  (hall  be  recnved  with  indifference  by  the 
cold  and  phlegmatic ;—-— and  fa  oddly  perplexed  are 
the  accaunis-of'^both  human  happinefs  and  mifery^ia 
this  world,-^that  trifles,  light  as  air,  flisdl  be  able  to  ^^ 
make  the.  hearts  of  fome  men  'fiog  for  joy  ;  at  the 
fame  time^hat  ethers,  with  real  blei&ngs  and  ^dvan^ 
tages,-  without  ithe^Qwer  of'ufing  themy  have  their 
hearts  heavy  and  difcontented.  • 

Alas  !    if  the  principles  of  -contentment  are  not 
ipwthin  U5,-7the  height  of-ftation  and  worldly  gr«i»^ 


dear,  will  as  foon  add  a  cubit  to  a  man's  ftature,  as 
to  his  happinefs. 

'     This  will  fuggefl  to  us  how  little  a  way  we  have 
goae  towards  the  proof  of  any  man's  bappinefs, 
ia   barelj  laying^.— Lo !    this    maa  profpers  in   the 
frorld»    '  ■    and  this  man  has  riches  in  pofieflion. 

When  a  man  has  got  much  above  us,  we   take  it 
for  granted— that  he  fees  fome  glorious  profpects, 
and  feels  fome  mighty  pleafures  from! his  height;— 
whereas  coald  we  get  up  to  him^^:— — .it  is  great  odds 
whether  we  fliould  find  anj  thing  to  make  as  to- 
lerable amends  for  the  pains  and  trouble  of  climbing 
up  fo  high.'^i-t^^Nodiiog,  perhaps,  but  Inore  dangers 
and  more  troubles  ftill  i-^f^-^stad  fuch  a  giddine fs  of 
head  befides^  as  to  make  a  wife   man  wiih  be  'was 
well  down  again  upon  the  level*     To  calculate,  there* 
fore,  the  happinefs  of  mankind  hy  their  ftatioas  and 
honours,  is  tlie  xnoft  deceitful  of  a]|  rales.— .Great, 
no  doubt,  is  the  happinefs  which  a  moderate  fortune^ 
and  moderate  defires^  with  a  confcioufnefs  of  virtue, 
win  fecure  a  man,*— Ma'nj  are  the  filetit  pleafures  of 
the  honed  peafant,  who  rifes  cheerfally.to  his  labour. 
Look  into  his  dwell  Log,— -where  the  fcene  of  every 
man^s  happinefs  chiefly  lies ;— he  has  the  fame  do* 
mefticeQde'arment$---«-;>as  much  joy  and  cotnfort  in 
his  children,— -and  as  flattering  hopes  of  their  doing 
well,.*.to    enliven  his  hours»  and  glad  his  heart,  as 
jou  could  conceive  in  the  mod  affluent  ft  at  ion  :— — 
And  I  make  no  doubt,  .in  general^  but  if  tho  true  ac- 
count of  his  joys  and  fufierings  were  to  be  balanced 
with  thofe  of  his  betters— -—that  the  upfliot  wotdd 
prove  to  be  little  more  than  this,-r-that  the  rich  mas 


had  the-:more  meat,-;r— -but  the  poor  man  the  better 

ilomach  ;— — the  one  had  more  Iiixurj,— *more  able 

phjficians  to  attend  and  fet  him  to  rights  the 

other  more  health  and  foundnefs  In  his  bones,  and 

lefs  occafion  for  their  help ;.,  i     tbat^  after  thefe  two 

articles  betw^t  them  were  balanced,         in  all  othejr 

things  they  flood  upon  a  levc^i^that  the.  fun  fhines 

as  'war'M»'''*-^the  air  blows  as  frefli,.  and  the  earth 

breathes  as  fragrant  upon  th<;  one  as  the  other  ;  * 

and  that  they  have  an  equd  {hare  in  ^1  the  beauties 

2^n<dL  real  benefits  of  nature-r'^Thefe  hints  may  he  fuf* 

ficient  to  fhow,  what  I  propofed  from  th€m,*^the 

difficulties  which  attend  us  in  jndgitig  truly  either  of  . 

the  happinefs  or  the  tnifery  of  the  bulk  of  mankindp 

.-,— the  evidence  being  ftill  more  dcfeftive  in  thi?  cufe 

(as  the  naatter  of  faft  is  ha|:d  to  come, at)  than  even 

in  that  of  judging -of  their  true  charafters  ;  of  both 

^liich  in  general,  we  have  fuch  imperfeft  knowledge^ 

as  will  teach  ns  candour  in  ouc  determinations  upon 

each  other. 

But  the  main  purport  of  this  difcourfey  is»  >to  teach 
us  humility  in  our  reafonings  upon  the  ways  of  the 
Almighty.     • 

That  things  are  dealt  unequally,  in  this  world,  is 
one  of  the  .flrongft  natural  arguments  for  a  future 
flate,i*-and  thetefore  is  not  to  be  overthrown :  never- 
thelefs,  I  am  perfuaded  the  charge  is  far  from  being 
as  gTeat  as  at  firft  fight  it  may  appear  ;-^or,  if  it  is 
,.  -that  our  views  of  things  are  fo  narrow  and  con« 
fined*  that  it  is  not  in  our  power  tatnake  it  good. 

But  ftippofe  it  otherwife,-«-*«-that  the  happinefs 
and  profpcfity  pf  bad  men  were,  as  gteat  as  our  ge« 
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oenJ  eon^ilaintsiiiake  them,-i.4uid,  what  knot  the  caft 
«»tbat  we  were  not  able  to  dear  up  theaiatter^^r  aa- 
Xwer  it  reconcilcably- with  God's  juftice.  aadprovi- 
dence ;— what  (hall  we  mfer  i-^Whj,  the  moil-  be- 
coming  conclufion  isy-«tbat  it  is  one  iaftanoe  mote^ 
out  of  «ia|i7  others,  of  our.  ignorance-— Whj  fliooU 
tbis^wOr  anj  other  religious  difiiculty  he  canneC  com- 
prehcody"  ■■■why^fliould  it  alarm  liim. more  than 
ten   thoufand   other   difficoltieSy  -which  ^everj  dsj 
dude  bis  moft  ezad  and  attoitive  iearch  ?-— «*Does 
not  the  meaneil  flower  in  the  fidd,  or  the  finaDeft 
blade  of  grafs,  baffle  the.nnderfianding.  .of  the  moft 
penetrating  mind?-— Can  the ideepefb inquiries  after 
nature  tdl  us,  upon  what,  particular  fize  and  motion 
of  parts,  the  yarious*colaurs  and  taftes  of  vegetables 
4epend^«-wh7  one  ihrub  is  laxati^^—^another  re* 
firingent  ;*— whjr   arfenic   or  hellebore  Jhould  lay 
wafie  itbis  noble  frame  of  outs,  -or  ppium  lock  up  dl 
the  inroads  to  our  fenfes,  and  .plunder  us  in  fo  mer- 
cilefs  a  manner,  of  reafon  and  underftanding  ?   ■ 
Naj,  have  not  the  moft  obvious  things  that  come 
in  our  waj,  dark  fides,  which  the  quickeft  fight  can- 
not penetrate  into  ?  and  do  imt  the 'deareft  and  meft 
exalted  underftandings.  find  themfelves  puzzled,  apd 
at  a  lofsjn  every  particle  of  matter  ? 

Go  then,  proud  maa  !--»and  when  thj  head  tons 
giddy  with  opinions  oflhy  own:  wifdom,  that  tboa 
wouldft  correft  the  mea&resi^f  the  Almighty,-^* 
go  then, — take  a  full  view  of  thyfelf  in  this  gUfs  ;«— 
confider  thy  own  faculties,-— —bow  narrow  and  im^ 
perfeA ;  i  ibow  much  they  are  chequered  with 
uuth.aod  falfebood  ^  how  little  arrives  at  thy  know- 


ledge,^  ij^ad  Jiovr  darkl;  and  coofufedlj  thou  dlfcepi- 
eil  eveiMbat  little,  jis  in  a  glafs  :-.«-confidcr  the  he* 
ginningst  and  endings  of -things,  the  greateft  and  the 
fmalleft,  howthej^-ail  confpire  to-  hM»  thee ;  .-i..  ■ 
and  which  waj  ever  thou  profecuteft  thy  inquirief^ 
.'—what  frrfli  fubjcAs  of  amazement,— —and  what 
fre(h  reafona  to- believe  there  are  more  yet  behind, 
which  thou  canft  never.  cooQiprehend-f*-**;Confidcr 
«-thefe  are  biit  part  of  his  ways.«— How  little  ».a 
portion. is  heard  of  him !  Canft  thou  bj  fearching 
find  put  God ; — Wouldfl  thou  know  the  Almight j 
to  perfe&ion.?."^It  is  «s  high  as  heaven,  what  canft 
thou  do  ?.— -It  is  deeper  4hfm  hell^^how  ca^ift  th9U 
koo^.  it,  ? 

Could  we  but  (9e  the  myflerious  workings  of  Pi'o* 
vidence,  and  were  we  able  to  comprehend  the  whole 
plan  of  his  infinite  wifdom  and  goodnefs  .whioh 
poi&hly  maj-be  the  .cafe  in  &et  final  confummatiea 
^  all  things  ;—-thdfe  ev^its,  wluch  we  are  now  fo 
perplexed  to  account  for,  would  probi^lj  exalt  and 
magnify  his  wifdom,  and  make  us  crj  out  with  the 
Apoftle,  in  that  rapturous  exclamation,-^— *>0  !  the 
depth  of  the  riches  both  of  the  goodnefs  and  wifdom 
of  God !-— how  unfearchable  are  his  waysj^^  9fid  bjm 
paths  paft  finding  oiit ! 
.  Now^  to  God,  £^, 
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The  Ingratitude  of  Ifrael. 


9  KiN«s  zni.  7. 

For  fo  it  was— —that  the  children  df  Ifracl  had  finned  apm/t 
the  Lontihcir  God,  who  bad  brought  them  up  outof  titeland 

-X  BB  words  of  the  text  tccount'  for  the  c^ife  of  a 
fad  calamitjy  which  is  related,  in  the  foregomg 
verfiesj  to  have.hefaliea  a  great  number  of  Kradites, 
who  were  Gaoprifed  i£i  the  capital  citj  of  Samaria, 
bj'Hofea  Kiag  of  ^ Aflyria,  and  cruelly  carried  awaj 
by  him  OHt  of  their  owa^  country,  and  placed  on  tbe 
defolatet  frontiers  of  Hala,  and  in  Habcr  by  the  river 
Gozan,  and  in  the  eity  of  the^  Medes^  and  there 
confined  to  end  their  days  ia  fotrow  and  captivity .--i 
Upon  which  the  facred  hiftorian,  inftead  of  account- 
ing for  fo  fad  an  event  merely  from  political  fprii^ 

and  caufes, fucb,   for  infiance,  as  the  fuperior 

flrength  and  policy  of  the  enemy,  or  an  onfeafon- 
able  provocation  given,  or  that  proper  meafoivs 
.of  defence  were  negleAed  ;•— he  traces  it  up,  in  one 
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-vrord,  to  its  true  caufe;— — For  fo  it  was,  fays  he, 
that  the  children  of  Ifrael  had  finned  againft  the 
Xiord  their  God,  who  had  brought  theni  up  out  of 
the  land  of  Egypt.— *-It  was  furcly  a  fufficient  found- 
ation  to  dread  fooie  evil,— that  they  had  finned 
againft  that  Being  who  had  an  unqiieftionable  right 
to  their  obedience. — ^Biit  what  an  aggravation  was  it, 
that  they  had  not  only  finned  fimply  againft  the  truth, 
but  againft,  the  God  of  mercies,— -who  had  brought 
them  forth  out  of  the  land -of  Egypt ; — who  not  only 
created,  upheld,  and  favoured  them  with  fo  many- 
advantages  in  common  with  the  reft  of  their  fellow- 
creatures, but  who  had  been  particularly  kind  to 

them  in  their  misfortunes  : — who,  when  they  were 
in  the  houfe  of  bondage,  in  the  moft  hqpelefs  condi- 
tion, without  a  profpeft  of  any  natural  means  of  re- 
idrefs,  had  compaffionately  heard  their  cry,  and  took 
pity  upon  th^  aflfliflions  of  a  diftreflcd  people, — and 
by  a  chain  of  miracles  delivered  them  from  fervitude 
and  opprcflion  ; — mfracles  of  fo  ftupendous  a  nature, 
that  I  take  delight  to  ofter  them,,  as  often  as  I  have 
an  opportunity,  to  your  devoteft  contemplations  ? — 
This  you  would  think  as  high  ai^d  as  complicated  an 
aggravation  of  their  fins  as  could  be  urged.  This 
was  not  all  j— — for,  befides  GodV  goodnefs,  in  firft 
favouring  their  miraculous  cfcape,  a  fcries  of  fuc- 
ceffes,  not  to  be  accounted  for  from  fecond  caufes, 
and  the  natural  courfe  of  events,  had  crowned  their 
heads  in  fo  remarkable  a  manner,  as  to  aflford  an  evi- 
dent proof,  not  only  of  his  general  concern  for  their 
•welfare,  but  of  His  particular  providence  and  attach- 
ment  to  them  above  all  people  upon  earth.— —In  the 

Vol.  VI;  M. 
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wilderneri  he  led  ihem  like  {heep, — 2.nd  kfept  them  as 

the  apple  of  his  cje  ; ^he  fufFered  no  man  to  do 

them  wrong,  but  reproved  even  kings  for  their  fake. 
—When  they  entered  into  the  promifcd  land, — no 
force  was  able  to  (land  before  thenni : — when  in  pof- 
feiBon  of  it, — ^no  army  was  able  to  drive  them  out; 
and,  in  a  word,  nature,  for  a  time,  was  driven  back- 
wards to  ferve  them;  and  even  the  fun  itfelfhad 
flood  flill  in  the  midft  of  heaven  to  fee u re  their  vic- 

Torks. 

A  people  with  fo  many  teftimonies  of  God's  fa- 
vour, who  had  not  profited  thereby  fo  as  to  become 
a  virtuous  people,  muft  have  been  utterly  corrupt  j — 
andfo  they  were.—— *- And  it  is  likely  from  the  many 
fpecimens  they  had  given  in  Mofcs's  time,  of  a  dif- 
pofition  to  forget  God's  benefits ;  and  upon  every 
trial,  to  rebel  againft  him, — he  forefaw  they  would 
certainly  prove  a  thanklefs  and  unthinking  people, 

extremely  inclined  to  go  aft  ray  and  do  evil ; and 

therefore  if  any  thing  was  likely  to  bring  them  back 
to  themfelves,  and  to  coofider  the  evils  of  their  mif- 
doines, — it  mud  be  the  dread  of  fome  temporal  ca* 
lamity,  which,  he  prophetically  threatened,  would 
one  day  or  other  befal  them  ;-:-hoping,  no  doubt, — 
that  if  no  principle  of  gratitude  could  make  them  an 

obedient  people, at  leaft  they  might  be  wrought 

upon  by  the  .  terror  of  being  reduced  back  again  hj 
the  fame  all-powerfal  hand  to  their  firrft  diftrcficd 
condition  ; — which,  in  the  end,  did  adlually  over- 
take them. — For,  at  length,  when  neither  the  alter- 
natives of  promiftrs  or  threatenings, — -when  neither 
rewards    or  correftions, comforts   or  aiB'.£l;onS| 
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could  foften  them  ;■        when  continual  inflruftionsy 

warnings,— invitations,— —reproofs, miracles,  . 

prophets  and  holy  guides,  had  no  efFed^,  but  iilftea4 
of  making  them  grow  better,  apparently  made  them 

grow  worfe, God*s  patience  at  length  withdrewr,  . 

and  he  fuffered  them  to  reap  the  wages  of  their 
folly,— by  letting. them  fall  into  the  ftateof  bondage 
from  whence  he  had  firil  raifed  them  ; — and  that 
not  only  in  that  partial  inftance  of  thofe  in  Samaria, 
who  were  taken  by  Hofca, — but,  I  mean,  in  that 
more  general  inftaace  of  their  overthrow  by  the  ar- 
my of  the  Chaldeans.— wherein  he  fuffered  the  whole 
nation  to  be  led  away,  and  carried  captive  into  Ni» 
neveh  and  Babvlon,— We  may  be  affured,  that  the 
hiftory  of  God  Almighty's  juft  dealings  with  this  fro- 
ward  and  thoughtlefs  people  was  not  wrote  for 
nothing ;  but  that  it  was  given  as  a  loud  cjilLand 
warning  of  obedience  and  gratitude,  for  all  races  of 
men  to  whom  the,  light  of  revelation  (hould  hereafter 
reach  I — and  therefore,  ,1  have  made  choice  of  thi« 
fubjedV,  as  it  feems  likely  to  furnifli  fome  refleftipns 
feafonable  for  the  beginning  of  this  week,  which 
Ihould  be  devoted  to  fudi  meditations  as  may  prepare, 
and  fit  us.  for  the  folemn  fad  which  we  are  ihortly  to 
obferve,  and  whofe  pious  intention  will  not  be  an*i 
fwered  by  bare  affembling  ourfelves  together,  with^ 
out  making  fome.  religious  and  national  remarks  fuit- 
able  to  the  occafion. — Doubtlefs,  there  is  no  nation 
which  ever  had  fo  many  extraordinary  reafons  and 
fupeniatural  motives  to  become  thankful  and  virtuous, 
as  the  Jews  had  ; — .which,  befides  the  daily  bleffings 
of  God's  providence  to  them,  has  not  received  fuf- 

M  2- 


268  SERMON  XLV. 

ficient  bklGngs  aod  mercies  at  the  hand  of  God,  fo 
as  to  engage  their  bed  fervices^  and  the  warmeft  re- 
turns of  gratitude  they  can  paj.  ~ 

There  has  been  a  time,  may  be,  when  they  have 
been  delivered  from  fome  grievous  calamity, — from 
the  rage  of  peflilence  or  famine, — from  the  edge  and 

fury  of  the  fword, from  the  fate  and  fall  of  kiog- 

doms  round  them  ;  they  may  have  been  prcfcrvsd 
by  providential  difcoveries  of  plots  and  defigns  agaiofl 
the  well-being  of  their  flates,  or  by  critical  ttu'nsand 
revolutions  in  their  favour,  when  beginning  tofioik. 
—By  fome  fignal  interpofitiot^  of  God's"  providence, 
they  may  have  refcued  their  libextiev^wid^  all  that  was 
dear  to  them,  from  the  Jaws  of  fome  tyrant ;— or 
may  have  prefcrved  their  religion  pure  aad  uncor- 
rnpted,  when  all  other  comforts  failed  them.  "If 
other  countries  have  reaibu  to  be  thankful  to  God  for 

any  one  of  thefe  mercies,-? much  more  has  this  of 

ours,  ■which,  at  one  time  or  other,  has  received 
them  all  ;**-infomuch,  that  our  hiilory,  for  this  laft 
hundred  years,  has  fcarce  been  stny  thing  but  th»  hi- 
ftory  of  our  deliverances  and  G6d*s ^ bleffings  ;— - 
and  thefe  in  fo  complicated  a  chain,  fiich  as  were 
fcarce  ever  vouchfafed  to  any  people  befides,  except 
the  Jews  ; — and  with  regard  to  them,  though  infe- 
rior in  the  ftupendous  manner  of  their  working- 
yet  no  way  fo — in  the  extenfive  goodnefs-  of  their 
eWtSts,  and  the  infinite  benevolence  and  power  whick 
tnyft  have  wrought  them  for  us. 

Here,  then,   let  us  flop  to  look  back  a  moment 
and  inquire  what  great  effcfis  all  this  has  had  upoa, 
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€yar  fins,  and  how  far  worthy  we  have  lived  of  what 
-wc  have  received. 

A  ftranger,  when  he  heard  that  this  ifland  had  been 
So  favoured  by  Heaven, — ^fo  liappy  in  our  laws  and 
religion, — ^fo  flourifliing  in  our  trade, — and  fo  blelTed 
in  our  fituation, — and  fo  vifiblj  protefted  in  all  of 
them  by  Rrovidence,- — ^would  conclude  that  our 
morals  had  kept  pace  with  thefe  bleilings,  smd  would 
expeft,  that,  as  we  were  the  moft  favoured  by  God 
Almighty,  we  mufl:  be  the  moft  virtuous  and  religious 
people  upon  earth. 

Would  to  Gody  there  was  any  other  reafon  to  ir« 

cline  one  to  fuch  a  belief ! would  to  God,  that 

the  appearance  of  religion  was  more  frequent !  for 
that  would  neccffarily  imply  the  reality  of  it  fome* 
where,  and  moft  probably  in  the  greateft  and  moft 

refpe£lable  charafters  of  the  nation^ Such  was 

the  fituation  of  this  country,  till  a  licentious  king  in- 
troduced a  licentious  age— The  court  of  Charles  the 
Second,  firft  brake  in  upon,  and,  I  fear,  has  almoft 
demoliOied  the  outworks  of  religion,  of  modefty,  and 
ef  fober  manners  ;— 4b  that,  inftead  of  any  real  marks 
of  religion  amongft  us,  you  fee  thoufaqds  who  are 
tired  with  carrying  the  maik  of  it,r— and  have  thrown 
it  afide  as  a  -ufelefs  encumbrance. 

But  this  licentioufnefs,  he  will  fey,  may  be  chiefly 
cwing  to  a  long  courfe  of  profperity,  which  is  apt  ta 
corrupt  men's  minds^— God  has  firce  tried  yon  with 
affidions ;'— you  have  had  lately  a  bloody  and  expen^ 
five  war, ;  ■  ■  God  has  fent,  moreover,  a  peftilence 
amongft  your  cattle,  which  has  cut  off  the  flock  from 
the  fold,  and  left  no  herd  in  the  ftalls ; — ^befides,  you 
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have  jydl  felt  two  dreadful  fliocks  in  jour  metoopolisy 
of  a  moft  terrif  jiog  nature : — which,  if  God^s  prjovi- 

.  deoce  had  not  checked  and  reftrained  within. feme 
bounds,  might  have  overthrown  your  capital,,  aid 
your  kingdom  with  it. 

Surely,,  he  will  fay,  all  thele  warnings  muft  ha^ 
awakened  the  coufcicnces  of  the  moft  unthinking 
part  of  you,  and  forced  the  inhabitants  ofvyour  laod, 
from  fuch  admonitions  to  have  learned  r)g|iteoQfoei5. 
—•I  own,  this  is  the  natural  effeft,  and  one  would 
hope,  fliould  always  be  the  improvement  from  fuch 

^  calamities ;  for  we  often  find,. that. numbers  of  people, 
who  in  their  profperity,  feemed^  to  forget  God,— — 
ilo  yet  remember  him  in « the  days  of  trouble  and  di- 
ftrefs<—— yet,  confider  this  nationally, — we  fee  no 
fuch  eifefi  from  tt,^as,.in  fad,  one  would  exped 
from  f[)eculation. 

For  in  fiance,  with  all  the  devaflation  and  blood- 

.  filed  which  the  war  has  occafioned,  how  many  con* 

.  verts  has  it  made  either. to  virtue  or  frugality  ?.^The 
peftilence  amongft  our  cattle,  though  it  has  diftrefled 
and  utterly  undone  fb  many.thouXands,  yet  what  one 

.  viiible  alteration,  has.  it  nude  ia?  the.  courfe  of  our 
lives  ? 

And  though  one  would  imagine,.tha(t^henecefia^ 

.  drains  .of  taxes  for  the  one,  and  the  lofs.of  rent  and 

,  B^»^P^'*y  from  the  other,— rfliould,  in  fome  meafiur, 
have,  withdrawn  the  means  of  gratifying  oar  paffioos 
as  we  have  done  ;.  .  .    yet,  what  appearance  is  these 

.  amongll.us  that  it  is  fo  ?r-*what  one  fa(bioaable  £olly 
or  extravaga»€.e  has. been  checked  ?.  ■  Are  not  tbe 
f^mc  expences  of  equipage,^  andjumiture,  aad  df cfe,. 
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.^— the  fame  order  of  diverfions,  perpetually  returning, 
andas  great  luxury  and  epicurifra  of  enitertainmei^ts^ 
as  in  the  mo(l  profperous  condition?   ■■.    So  that, 
tlvQugh  the  head  is  iick,  and  the  whale  heart  is  faint,, 
we  all  affeA  to  look.  welLin  the  face,  .either  as  if  no- 
thing h.ad  happened,,  or  w«.  were  a(liamed<to  acknow^ 
ledge  the  force  aisd  natmal  ^flPe£ts  of  the  chaftille« 
mencs.of  God, — And  if,  from  the  efiefts  which  war- 
and  peftilence  have  had,-^— we  maj  form  a  judgment 
of  the  moral  effe£ls  which  this  lail  terror  is  likely  to 
p^roduce, — it  is  to  be  feared,, however  we  might  be 
•  flartled  at  fir{l,«-<-that  the  impreffions  wilKfcarce  laft 
longer  thaa  the.inftantaneous  ihock  which  occafioned 
.  tliem.r— And  Lmake  nodoubt^-flioald  a- man  hav« 
.  courage  ta  declare  hi$.opinion,»— "  That  he  believed 
<f  it  was  an  indication  of  GodV  anger  upon  a  corrupt 
'^  generation,'*; — that  it  would  be  great  odds,  but  lie 
would  be  pitted  for.his  weakndfe,  or  openly  laughed 
at  for  his  fdperftition.    .Op  if,. after  fiich  a  declara- 
.tion,^ — ^-^e  was  thought  worth  fetting  rjght  in  his 
txviftake,— 4ie  would  be  informed,  .      that  religion 
had  nothing  to  do  ia  esplioatioQSrof  this  kind;...   ,,> 
that  all  fuch  violent  vibrations  ofTthe  earth  were  owing 
.  to  fubterraneous  .caverns  falling  dovyn  of  themfelves,^. 
or  being  blown  up  by  nitrous  and  fulphurous  vapour<r, 
ratified  by  heat ! — andthat.it  was  idle  to  bring  in  thb 
!Deity  to  untie  the  kaot,:wben^it  can  be  refolnsed  eafiiy* 
iato  natural  caAfes,-— Vain,,  unthinking  mortals  ;—• .■ 
As  if  natural  caufes  wer&  any  thing  elfe  in  the  hands 
of  God,— — -but  inilrumenta,  which  he  can  turn  tt> 
work  the  purpofes  of .  his  .will,  either  to  reward  orr 
j^niili,  as  feems  fitting  to  his  inHnite  wifdom*. 


Tha«,  CO  man  rep^nteth  him  of  his  wiekednefs^ 
faying.        "What  have  I  done  ?■  ■■      biu  every  one 
torneth  to'>his  coarie,   as  a  horfe  ruflieth  into  the 
battle.— To  conchide — However  we  may  under->rate 
it  now^-^t  is  a  maxim  of  eternal  tmth^-— which  both 
reafonings  and  all  accounts  from  hiftory  confirm, — 
That  the  wickednefs  and  corruption  of  a  people  will 
iboner  or  later  always  bring  on  temporal  mifchicfs 
and  ca^nMtics>       *  And  can  it  be  otherwife  ?— -for  a 
vitiotts  nation  not  only  carries^  the  feeds  of  deilrac- 
tion  within^  .from  the  natural  workings  and  courfe  of 
things,  but  it  lays  itfelf  open  to^  the  whole  force  and 
injury  of  accidents  from  without }— and  T  do  venture 
to  fay,       -there  never  was  a  nation  or  people  fallen 
into  troubles  6r  decay^-^ut  one  might  juilly  have 
the  faflw  remark  upon  them,  which  the  facred  hifto. 
rian  makes  in  the  text,  upon  the  misfortunes  of  the 
IfraeUtes  ;         for  fo  it  was, — that  they  had  finned 
againft  the  Lord  their  God. 

Let  us,,  therefore,  conflfantly  bear  in  mind,  that 
tondttfion  of  the  iacred  writer,p— which  I  iholl  give 

you  in  his  own  beautiful  and  awful  language : 

^  But  the  Lord,,  who  brought  you  up  out  of  the  land 
<*  of  Egypt,,  with  great  power  and  a  ftretched-oot 
^'  arm,  him  (ball  ye  fear,  and  him  (hall  ye  worihip, 
^  and  to  him  (hall  ye  do  facrifiee  :-*And  the  flatuies, 
**  and  the  ordinances,  and  tht  commandixxents  he 
w  w'rote  for  you,  ye  (hall  obierve  to*do  for  evermore, 
«  The  Lord  your  God-  ye  fliall  fear,— -and  he  fli^H 
**  deliver  you  out  of  the  hands  of  aD  your  enemies*^ 

Kow,  to  Gob  the  Pather^  Ifc. 

Xax^  of  volume  sixth* 
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